
                       Quickstart Guide to BIOSIS Previews ® 

More    

WHY CHOOSE BIOSIS?  If you are looking for research articles or conference papers in any life science subject, 
including biology, botany, ecology, genetics, marine biology, microbiology, ocean sciences, or zoology, then BIOSIS is a 
good choice. 
WHERE CAN I FIND BIOSIS?  Choose BIOSIS from the “Library Quicklinks” or “Key Databases” lists on the Scripps 
Library home page (siolibrary.ucsd.edu) 
 
TOPIC SEARCHING 
Use synonyms, 
truncation (*), AND, OR, 
NOT 
 

                              
For microalgae, microalgal, etc.       Use common & scientific names   

JOURNAL 
SEARCHING 
 
Select  “Publication 
Name” from pull-down 
menu to the right of the 
search box.  
 

 
 Finds records of articles published in Journal of Cell Biology. 
 

             Finds records of articles published in Journal of Cell Biology,  
             Journal of Cell Science, and Journal of Cellular Physiology, etc. 

 
You must use the complete journal title OR the start of the title with truncation (*) at the end OR 
click on   to select from the list of journals indexed in BIOSIS.  

TOO MANY 
RESULTS? 
Use the Refine 
Results section to 
limit your search. 
 
• Search within 

results to add 
additional concepts, 
or use more specific 
keywords 

 
• Major Concepts 

Select from the list 
to limit your search 
by specific 
categories  

 
• Super Taxa 

This section allows 
you to select from a 
list of taxonomic 
categories to refine 
your search.   

 
TOO FEW 

RESULTS? 
 
• Broaden terms 
• Use more 

truncation 
 
COMBINING 
SEARCH RESULTS? 
 
To Combine sets: click 
on “Search History” link 
at top of the page. 
 

  

   Enter additional search terms or keywords in the search box 
under the “Refine Results” section on the left side of the results screen. 
                                                  

 

     

 

   
 
On “Search History” page, check boxes you want to combine, choose “AND” or “OR” then click the 

“Combine”     button.   Set #8 is the result of set #7 AND set #6. 
 

Click on “more” to see all Major Concepts available 
for selection.  Click in the box next to the concept 
you would like to view, then click the Refine button. 

Click on the  arrow to see a list of 
selections in each category, e.g. list of 
authors, journal (source) titles, subjects, 
concept codes or taxonomic classifications, 
then click in the boxes next to your choices 
and click the Refine button to limit your 
search.  



Questions? E-mail the SIO Library siolib@sio.ucsd.edu 
 
SIO/9.2008 

MORE TIPS 
 
• Sort results  

Use the pull-down 
menu in top right 
corner of the 
Results screen. 

 
• To read the 

abstract (short 
summary) click the 
article title. 

 
 
 
RETRIEVE ARTICLE 
 

 
 

Use the Get it Online 
From link for full text of 
the article, sometimes 
full text may not be 
available online. 
 
Use the Check the 
UCSD Library Catalog: 
ROGER link to see if 
UCSD owns the journal 
in paper (or online). 
 
If neither full text nor 
paper is available, you 
can Request it (the 
article) by filling out the 
online form. 

 
 

 
You can sort your search results in several ways.  
 

 
 
For more information on UC-eLinks, visit  
“Getting Started with UC-eLinks” at www.cdlib.org/inside/instruct/uc-elinks/ 
 
 

  
PRINT, EMAIL, 
EXPORT 
 

• Use the buttons at 
the top or the 
bottom of each 
Results screen to 
manage your 
search results. 

 
Before you use any of these options: print, e-mail, add to Marked list, or Save to EndNote, you 
must first select the records you want by clicking in the check-box next to each relevant 
reference.   
Then you can use the buttons at the top of the Results screen: 

   
 
Clicking on “more options” takes you to the bottom of the “Results” screen.  Follow the steps to 
print, e-mail, save or export your selected references.  

 
Use the  button to export your selected records directly into 
reference software programs such as EndNote, ProCite, or Reference Manager, that you have 
installed on the computer you are using.  
 
 

 


