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Your SRP Poster 
Suggestions by Tracey Hughes, GIS Coordinator  

January 2008 

These points are presented in a linear fashion, but that doesn’t mean you have to design your poster in 
a linear fashion.  Anyway you choose do this, it is critical to really think about what you want to 
communicate on that piece of paper. 

First, what not to do… 

- Do not use extremely small font – you want people to be able to read your information 
- Do not use too much text – no one will read it 
- Do not use only text – everyone likes pictures, maps, graphs, charts, photos 
- Do not use pieces of paper glued to a poster board if you can at all avoid it  
- Do not vary the font type too much – it looks messy and unprofessional 
- Do not forget to go over the list of required elements before you send in your final poster 
- Do not forget to spell check and/or proofread! 

 

What is it that you really want to say… 

- Your research question and the main point of your research are important!   
o Figure out what you want to communicate specifically – you can’t put everything in your 

SRP on this poster 
o Think about your research question & what is the most important (and interesting) part 

of your argument 
o Think about the conclusions you arrived at and what is important to share 
o Think about notable parts of your research 
o Gather all graphics, photos, charts, maps, etc that you have available and only pick the 

relevant ones to the questions above 

 

 

  TIP:  Type your abstract out in font that is at least 18 point font.  See how much 

room it will take up on the poster.  Does it look better in portrait or 

landscape?  Is it big enough to read from at least 5 feet away?  Tape 

it to your wall and then walk away and try to read it.  This will give you a 

sense of how much space on the poster readable text will require.   
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Now, it’s time to design your poster… 

- Use a software that you are comfortable with 
o PowerPoint can be good & you can set a custom page size to accommodate the larger 

page while working in it 
 

- Decide what size you want it to be 
o If you are going to mount it on foam core, check out available sizes in Bookstore 

 
- Make it logical  & legible 

o State what it is you were actually researching (abstracts can work well for this) 
o If a picture is needed to actually show something, use a picture to show it rather than 

using text 
o State your conclusions/findings 
o Use bullet points instead of sentences when possible 
o Make sure your text is big enough to read & the color of the text is readable 
o Be concise! 

 
- Give the poster a good flow 

o Don’t put your conclusion before your question – that’s why conclusions are generally in 
the lower right corner of a poster 

o Be sure to keep it balanced from top to bottom & left to right 
 Mix and match text & graphics 

o If you are using a tri-fold board, consider dividing your poster into thirds with the first 
part being the question, the second being your research analysis, the third being the 
conclusion 

 
- Make it look interesting 

o People like colors, but not too much 
 

- Ensure you have the required elements on the poster 
o Title (a good title is catchy & tells people what the topic is and where your study site is) 
o Your name 
o Date 
o Research question & Abstract 
o Methods 
o Conclusions/Findings 
o Graphics Attribution – this is key for any graphic which is not your own 
o GIS Specific Elements 

 Title 
 North arrow 
 Scale 
 Legend 
 Data attribution 
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The Final Steps… 

- Print it 
o For free* with Geisel GIS Lab if there is a GIS spatial analysis component 

 Tracey is offering assistance on how to use GIS, conducting SRP-specific 
workshops and providing access to online GIS courses. You should seriously 
consider taking advantage of this “free” opportunity.  

o For at least $60 with Imprints Campus Services Complex location, ACS, Kinkos, or other 
similar venue 
 

- Mount it 
o Generally mounted on foam core using spray mount 

 
- Treat it with care 

o You worked hard on it so be proud & be nice to it! 

 

 

UCSD Social Sciences & Humanities Library  
Tracey Hughes, GIS Coordinator 

858.534.1266  
t2hughes@ucsd.edu 

 

  

http://blink.ucsd.edu/Blink/External/Topics/Policy/0,1162,2943,00.html?coming_from=Content
http://acs.ucsd.edu/print/cplot.shtml
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Printing Your SRP Poster 

Tracey Hughes, GIS Coordinator at the SS&H Library, will print your poster – for free – under a few 
conditions: 

1) Your poster MUST contain a GIS component which includes basic spatial analysis. 
a. The poster must incorporate GIS and spatial analysis using ArcGIS or Google Earth 

software  (MapQuest or similar, Internet mapping sites, static maps in .jpeg or.gif 
format, and simple Google Earth imagery DOES NOT qualify, nor does a simple 
location map made with ArcGIS.) 
 

2) A .pdf of your poster is delivered no later than Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 2 pm.   
a. No late posters will be accepted.  
b. The poster must be in .pdf format and require no additional changes. Formats such 

as .doc, .jpeg, .gif, .tif, .ai will not be accepted. 
 

3) The final poster size cannot exceed 36 inches by 50 inches.  You can make this either 
portrait or landscape, but those are the maximum dimensions.  A good size might be 
36″x40″ or 36”x48”.  

Details on how to take advantage of the free printing… 

- Deliver your .pdf via email at t2hughes@ucsd.edu by Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.  
Include the following in your email:   

o Your full name 
o The .pdf attachment (if your file is really large, you may need to save the PDF to a CD 

and physically bring the CD to Tracey.  If this is the case, state that in the email and 
make sure you get over here by 2 pm!) 

o Dimensions you wish your poster to be clearly stated in terms of height and width. 
 

- You will receive an email confirmation that your email was received and the PDF could be 
opened.  If you do not receive this confirmation email by 5 pm on Tuesday, March 11, 2008, 
YOU NEED TO CALL TRACEY ASAP!!! 
 

- You will be able to pick up your printed posted in the Geisel GIS Lab between 10am - 2:00pm on 
Wed., March 14th. Tracey, the Geisel GIS Lab Assistants, or a SSH Library staff member will be 
there to hand the poster over to you. The Geisel GIS Lab is located in the main floor of the 
Geisel Library. More info on where it is at:  http://govinfo.ucsd.edu/gis/aboutlab.html. 

Keep in mind that this is not your only printing option, 
however, it is probably your only free printing option! 

 

mailto:t2hughes@ucsd.edu
http://govinfo.ucsd.edu/gis/aboutlab.html

