
SRP GIS & Your Poster

Tracey Hughes, UCSD GIS Coordinator
January 2008



Your Poster

Why use

GIS?

GIS 

Resources

Why Iõm 

here



Why Iõm here

ÅReminder that free printing = GIS

ÅRecap of GIS resources

ÅExamples of spatial analysis

ÅTips for poster
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Image credit to Nature Magazineõs 2020 Future of Computing

òThe application of GIS is limited 

only by the imagination 

of those who use it.ó

Jack Dangermond, ESRI President & Founder



Introduction to GISé

ÅGeographic Information System 

ÅImplemented with software tools

ÅLayers & Attributes



Layers



Attributesé

ÅBehind the map are tables (Excel, txt, csv, etc.)



The GIS Processé

ÅAsk a question

ÅObtain necessary data 

ÅDetermine best method of analysis
ðTemporal

ðSpatial 

ðAttribute

ÅAnalyze

ÅPresent results



Image created by TELESIS with UCSDõs Regional Workbench Consortium 

Percentage of 

population 

below poverty 

level viewed as 

height

See things anewé



Say it wellé

Communicate.

Sell your position.

éas the saying goes, a picture is worth a 
thousand words!



Itõll be free*.

Å* = GIS spatial analysis

ÅExamples of spatial analysis

ðDistance between sites/features

ðRelationship between two elements such asé
Åroads & schools

Åwetlands & rivers

Åaffordable housing & bus lines

Åzoning & race

Ådensity & income

Åetc.



What you have to do

ÅDecide VERY soon if you are going to use GIS in your 

project

ÅAttend GIS training (Feb. 7 & Feb. 10)

ÅActually use GIS analysis for your project as part of 

your poster

ÅFollow requirements for GIS map elements
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SRP GIS Workshop

Å2 GIS Workshops just for you

ÅBoth are from 4 ð6 pm in the Geisel Library Electronic 

Classroom (in the doors, go left, first classroom on left)

ðThursday, February 7 (for all AOCs but 5 & 7)

ðThursday, Febrary 14 (for all AOCs but 8, 9 & 10)

ÅLimited to 20 people per workshop

ÅYou MUST email me at t2hughes@ucsd.edu by 

February 4 if you are going to attend EITHER ONE

mailto:t2hughes@ucsd.edu


SRP GIS Workshop (cont.)

ÅContent to be covered in workshop

ðHands -on intro to ArcGIS software (frequently used tools & actions)

ðOverview of readily available and usable GIS data (X drive)

ðChange a table into GIS data

ðBasics of symbology

ðPerform spatial analysis

ðBasics of map layout

ÅYou need to:

ðActually want to learn GIS

ðThink about the components of your SRP & what you might 

like to do with GIS



GIS Data 

ÅX Drive in Geisel GIS Lab

ÅYour Excel files and tables

ÅYour GPS data 

ÅYour written data

ÅGIS Sage Page



GIS Data (cont.)

Local San Diego Data (already on X Drive in GIS Lab)

ÅSANDAG http://www.sandag.org

ðLand Use (mid 1980s ðPresent)

ðCommunity Planning Areas

ðTransit Routes & Stops

ðSchools

ÅSanGIS http://www.sangis.org

ðZoning

ðParks

ðBusiness Enterprise Zones

http://www.sandag.org/
http://www.sangis.org/


GIS Data (cont.)

Lots more data all ready for you to 

useé

ÅIndian Reservations

ÅLand Use

ÅZoning

ÅUtilities (for City of SD)



Spatial analysis ideas 

specific to the

Grand Challengesé



Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges

Architecture & Urban Design (Urban Parks & Sustainability)

- Parks

- Population

- MSPC Designated Areas

- Public Land

- Land Use

- Community Plan Areas

- Major Employers

- Tourist Attractions

- Vegetation

- Topography

- Transportation

- Rainfall



Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges



Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges
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Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges

- All reqõd

elements

present
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Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges

Community & Economic Development (Neighborhoods/QOL/Public Subsidies)

- Census housing data (ownership/rental, age of house & age of 

residents)

- Census population data

- Census education data

- Facilities (libraries, schools, hospitals, rec centers)

- Transportation  (public, alternative & roadways)
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Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges
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Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges

.8%
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Spatial Analysis ð

Grand Challenges
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Some Tips for Your Posters

ÅGreat resources already out there

ðCheck out your website & Expo archive

ðThose sources lead to more sources

Å#1 Priority: Think about what is it you really want to say

ðQuestion

ðAbstract

ðMethods

ðConclusions

ðWhat is interesting

http://seniorsequence.net/?page_id=155


Some Tips for Your Posters

ÅActually design the poster

ðSoftware

ðSize

ðLogic & legibility

ðFlow

ðInterest

ðRequired Poster Elements

ÅPrint it

ÅMount it



Some Tips for Your Posters

TIP:  Type your abstract out in font that is at least 18 

point font .  See how much room it will take up 

on the poster. Does it look better in portrait or 

landscape?  Is it big enough to read from at least 5 

feet away? Tape it to your wall and then walk 

away and try to read it .  This will give you a sense of how 

much space on the poster readable text will require.  



Some Tips for Your Posters

ÅDo NOT

ðNeglect font size & color

ðUse too much text

ðEnsure you have all required elements on the 

poster

ðForget to spell check!!!!



Some Samples for Thought



Some Samples for Thought


