
 
 

 

Library Student Advisory Council Meeting Notes 
October 21, 2025; Geisel Library-Seuss Room 

 

Welcome  
Dani Cook, Associate University Librarian for Learning and User Experience, welcomed all of 
the Library Student Advisory Council members to the first LSAC meeting of the 2025-2026 year. 
She introduced Erik Mitchell, Audrey Geisel University Librarian, who thanked the members for 
their commitment to the Library and encouraged them to share their input over the course of the 
year.   
 

Introductions and Ice Breakers 
Members of the Council introduced themselves, then did an ice breaker where they answered 
questions written on a beach ball.  

 

Role of LSAC & Expectations 
Dani Cook highlighted the achievements of past LSAC years and how they have made an 
impact on the Library.  She laid out the expectations for members of the Library Student 
Advisory Council and how their feedback will help the Library with planning. 

Co-Curricular Record
Michelle Vogelsang, Assistant Program Director for the Holistic Student Experience, presented 
how LSAC could fulfill the Co-Curricular Record (CCR) credit. She highlighted the different 
activities that could be completed by LSAC members to fulfill hours for CCR credit.   
 

Annual Project & Field Trip 
Dani Cook presented the annual project for this year’s LSAC.  The former Digital Media Lab has 
been closed.  We have a small donor-funded budget to refresh this space.  Members then 
traveled to the space to tour it.  They were encouraged to think of ideas for the refreshed space 
and to send them to lsac@ucsd.edu over the next month.   

 

I Like… / I Wish… / What if… 
Members were asked to reflect upon the Library and highlight what they like about the library, 
what they wish the library accommodated and their wild ideas for the future for the library.  Their 
feedback was:  

I Like…  

• How communal Geisel (esp. 1 + 2nd floor) feels 
• The GIS Lab 
• The arm chairs with the charging ports [MyWays from KI] 
• Tho hours increasing to be until midnight 
• The wall-attached study carrels on the 1st floor 
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• I like how there are different places for people to sit depending on the environment they 
are looking for.  Each floor offers a different ambiance and I really like that 

• The ability to use the VPN and UCSD’s research databases 
• I like the colors per floor, associating each area with color 
• The architecture 
• The front desk & 24/7 help line 
• I like food and drinks served here 
• I like the subscriptions of academic journals/papers the library website has.  I never have 

trouble accessing any papers I’m interested in 
• WalkStations 
• Circuit borrowing 
• Accessible printing 
• I like how different floors have different noise policies 
• I like the type of chairs and sofas used throughout the library.  They are really comfy and 

don’t hurt my legs 
• I like how kind the staff is at the library and how welcoming they are 
• The request/loaning online system.  It’s easy and pretty speedy and responsive 
• De-stress with pups 
• Critter Encounters events 
• Library Circuit 
• The Library tours (summer).  It does a good job at introducing new first-year/transfer 

students to library resources at their disposal 
• Mini exhibits 
• Seating pods 
• Picturesque views 
• The hundreds of databases that we have access to 
• The egg chairs on the 1st floor (when they’re not already occupied) 
• I like the “new” study booths on the first floor of Geisel  

I Wish… 

• I wish to get to know more about the part-time jobs offered in the Library 
• I wish to get to know more about the special collections in the Library, especially the 

Archive of New Poetry, as I write poetry myself 
• I wish the Library had more group/seclusion areas, similar to tunnel or cubicles 
• I wish the big tables on the higher floors had signs as reminders that this area is not for 

communal work 
• I wish there were more info desks and descriptions on the backs of books 
• I wish the library had more seats near the windows on each floor for students to study 

looking out the window  
• I wish we could have 24/7 hours for students 
• Geisel was open 24x5-at least midterms & finals 
• Have accessibility resources provided 
• Had more study rooms 
• Had like a room/place with like chill music and a café-esque vibe 



 
 

 

• There were more fun/leisure reads (romance, lit fiction not assigned in a classroom 
setting, sci-fi or more graphic novels) 

• More books could be checked out in digital format (eBooks) 
• More creative spaces, whether by design of rooms or activities  
• A better way to promote library events & spaces 
• There were more whiteboards 
• Wi-Fi hotspots (the public library lends out)  
• DEI art space/gallery 
• Free products (menstrual/blue books) 
• Students were more aware of the books offered and how to borrow them 
• Geisel remained open later 7x a week (but more importantly 5x a week) 
• 24/5 hours  

What if…. 

• We identified the “regulars” who are unhoused and provided them with a county care 
worker 

• Faculty, professors, and students of any department participated in a journal/book club 
• We never closed 
• Highlight the availability of non-academic books more (e.g. novels, manga, etc.) 
• We celebrate the indigenous people 
• The library had after-hours or exclusive events inside 
• A space that caters specifically/exclusive to commuters 
• We implement a point system for books returned on time 
• Audrey’s had a just-walk-out store 
• What if we had an arts and crafts room 
• Study orgs/clubs hosted their GBMs in Geisel 
• What if there was a radio station for the library with lo-fi and study music that all students 

could tune into 
• Geisel was bigger 
• Bigger rooms 
• We had another library space on campus 
• Resource centers in the library 
• What if Geisel made cute exclusive merch (ex. stickers, keychains) for some the events 

or programs held throughout the year 
• Sticker incentive-like a punch card for every time you come to the library and after __ 

visits you get a choice from variety of stickers 
• Live Birch cam 
• We let students borrow novels 
• What if the library had a physical guide for how to checkout a book-I know lots of people 

who didn’t have high school libraries and didn’t know how 
• What if there was a silent disco in all the floors of the library? 
• Children’s book reading by SD local authors (in Suess Room or as an elementary school 

field trip partnership/agreement)  
• What if the library houses more exhibitions about the evolution of different types of 

books 



 
 

 

• We had an altar yearly for Dia De Los Muertos 
• We had a birthday celebration for Dr. Seuss, along with the Red Cross who celebrates 

his B-Day 

The next LSAC meeting is November 18, 2025  

at the WongAvery Library 

 

Library News 
 

• Check out the De-Stress webpage for dates for our De-Stress with Pups and Critter Encounters 
events this year, as well as other amenities and resources to help you shed some stress 
throughout the academic term. 

• Start on this page to get help from a librarian or to learn more about many commonly-used 
Library services. 

• In collaboration with CAPS, the Library hosts mindfulness sessions on Wednesdays, from 2-3 
p.m. in the Calm Cave (Geisel 621), which are free for students and require weekly registration. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their own blanket or mat to the sessions. 

• The Library offers 2 popular puzzle programs. The Shared Puzzle Program allows users to 
work on puzzles within the Library at designated collaborative tables in WongAvery, Geisel 2 
East, Geisel 2 West, and Geisel 1 Southwest. The Community Puzzle Shelf (across from the 
back door to Classroom 1) offers puzzles that users can take home to complete and then return. 
We also accept donations of puzzle with 300-2000 pieces that are complete and have intact 
boxes. 

• Geisel is now open until midnight Sunday through Thursday. Check out the details on the 
Hours webpage. 

• The Library offers a wealth of seating and study areas to accommodate your needs. Find your 
new favorite study spot with the details on the Study Spaces webpage. The Student Community 
Space is now available to reserve for student groups seeking a place to hold meetings and build 
on community collaboration. Note that Geisel’s Digital Media Lab (DML) is now permanently 
closed. 

• Learn more about the Library’s Holocaust Living History Workshop. View recordings of past 
events or register for future ones. 

  

 

https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/de-stress.html
https://rec.ucsd.edu/program/GetProgramDetails?courseId=420aa4fa-39f5-4285-9765-0d5bbdb5a399
https://library.ucsd.edu/hours/index.html?v=month&l=geisel-library-building
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/study-spaces/index.html
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/study-spaces/index.html#student-community-space
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/study-spaces/index.html#student-community-space
https://ucsd.libcal.com/space/213229
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/library-workshops/holocaust-living-history-workshop/index.html
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/library-workshops/holocaust-living-history-workshop/index.html
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/library-workshops/holocaust-living-history-workshop/events/index.html

