
 
 

 

Library Student Advisory Council Meeting Notes 
November 18, 2025; WongAvery Library - Events Room 

 

Welcome & Updates  
Dani Cook, Associate University Librarian for Learning and User Experience, welcomed all of 
the Library Student Advisory Council members to the WongAvery Library and the second LSAC 
meeting of the 2025-2026 year.  She gave the following updates: 

• Members interested in the CCR Credit should email Michelle Vogelsang to show their 
interest 

• There is a form for attending Library Events to earn credit for the CCR.  Please fill out at 
the event 

• Members interested in Library Social Media should respond to an upcoming email 
• Discord Server has been set up- please join from the link in the Slide Deck 
• Associated Students is running a survey on expanded library hours 

 

WongAvery Exploration 
LSAC Members explored the various areas of the WongAvery Library on their own.  After 
exploring, they were asked the following questions:  

• What is something that you like about WongAvery Library? 
o Quiet 
o The lighting- bright but not hospital bright 
o Varieties of tables 
o Whiteboards 
o Openness 
o 2nd floor- desks but not cramped; more spacious 
o Individual study vibe- circular tables with individual cubicles- more efficient 

seating 
o Study carrels near window 
o Art on the ceiling 
o Privacy dividers 
o “just” quiet- no variance in spaces 
o Cleaner than Geisel Library 
o It is much more open and way less busier than Geisel, which makes it an ideal 

spot to come and study 
o Board to put up artwork/coloring 
o Lots of single study desks on outer edges 
o There are many spacious group study rooms + lots of whiteboards we can 

borrow 
o I like the option of individual study with privacy dividers.  I liked that some rooms 

had TVs.  I liked the outlets.  I also liked the watercolor art hanging 
o More defined paths, less cluttered, more privacy dividers, les talking/groups 
o I really like how desks and chairs are arranged on the second floor common 

area.  It doesn’t feel cramped but feels like there is enough seating 



 
 

 

o Quiet, non-social atmosphere 
o Calm (not I n a good way depending on person) 
o I love all the natural lighting with all the windows and greenery (during the day) 
o It has space and quiet.  It is very much isolated despite having collaborative 

tables.  There is a significant emphasis on it being a space to focus 
o I like how its laid out and like how quiet it is 
o The quiet 
o Mandatory quiet space- designed areas for group work, no phone lobby 
o Very open and doesn’t feel as suffocating as Geisel 
o Access to whiteboards 
o I like the architecture such as the lights and I like the lighting. Its bright but not 

like a hospital bright.  I like all the different types of desks, tall, cubicle joint etc. 
as well as all the available study rooms and the art 

o I like how there are many study rooms at the sides of the top floor and how the 
study seats are all laid out perfectly.  I like how the top floor has one big room 
space with a bunch of study seats where everyone is studying, this makes me 
feel motivated to study 

o I like how cozy and less crowded it is compared to Geisel Library 
o The amount of whiteboards + study rooms  
o It is a lot more cozy and quaint compared to Geisel.  Its also a lot less cramped 
o I like how a lot of space is dedicated to studying.  I also like some of the 

architecture and the fancy hanging lights on the second floor 
o I like the layout.  It’s very open and has better lighting (more welcoming and 

ambient) smaller in size makes it easier to navigate.  Very modern., I like the 
amount of study rooms.  Many spaces and desks throughout 

o I like how quiet it is.  It definitely makes it easier to study. I also like the amount of 
tables that are available.  The lighting also isn’t too harsh 

o I really like the study carrels near the window and how quiet it is 
o Open floor upstairs.  The upstairs is very well lit and sectioned which is nice 

 
• What is something that you observe in WongAvery Library that surprises you? 

o Bookshelves- adjustable  
o Windows- design to the windows 
o How simplistic it is 
o Docking stations 
o Lighting during the day is very nice 
o Less seating diversity- 3 options (hardback, sofa seating, swivel) 
o Very open with spacer 
o More study rooms available 
o There is a more artistic vibe in here- with the hanging art installation and the 

color me board.  In addition, just the general warmth in the place. Also the no cell 
phone room 

o Vault style shelves on upper floor 
o How open the layout is 
o Most tables have outlets even if they aren’t by the wall 
o I was surprised by how quiet it is. It felt like a good space to study 
o Less diversity in seating options – hard chairs + sofa chars and few swivel chairs 
o Few outlets outside of tables 



 
 

 

o Can’t put my finger on it but it feels depressing at night 
o I like it more during the day 
o No info screens 
o The silence! I can’t believe everyone matches the energy 
o The environment of quiet and focus, while Geisel is quite full and often stuffier 
o They have a no cell phone room. I thought that was cool 
o The size is small 
o I am surprise by how “quiet” it is here. I agree with the idea of having some form 

of a break/social room 
o What surprised me were the movable shelves as well as all of the desks to study 

at. So many 
o The bookshelves that more surprise mare that are on the top floor. It also 

surprises me that the whole library is completely silent 
o How quiet it is as I didn’t know the entire library was on quiet hours 
o The silence and how open it is 
o There’s a lack of books compared to Geisel.  Also there’s few spaces to be able 

to speak in a group (Geisel can be very loud) 
o I only stayed within, but I didn’t see elevators through. I assume its outside.  Also 

that it is a quiet all around library, makes sense but maybe an area or floor that 
allows talking (probably use of a study room though) 

o I’m surprised that people actually manage to stay quiet 
o Color and share board. And the window design 
o The aisle space between the bookshelves upstairs is small 
o The lights are super fluorescent white bright 

 
• If you could wave a magic wand and make one change in WongAvery Library, what 

would it be? 
o Feels like I’m inside a doctor’s office 
o Individual lights on desks- dim overhead lighting 
o Silence is “a lot” so having a breaking room would be nice 
o Social space for the grad students- have a hard time connecting to campus life 
o Too much white color- add student art 
o Water bottle filling station on the second floor 
o Color palate with different textures 
o Lack of signage 
o Lack of posters and colors 
o Seems to be a lot of chairs without desks not used but could be the time 
o Maybe add cubicles in one area just in case people want little privacy without a 

study room 
o Warmer lighting, especially in early or later hours of the day 
o An area where you can work/study and chat (i.e. talking zone aside from group 

study rooms) + coffee bar 
o I would like more student art. I liked the coloring pages and I think it would be 

cool to expand it. I also think a prayer room and gender neutral bathroom.  A nap 
nook would be nice because I saw a lot of student snapping.  A lot of students 
cant sleep at home.  I think more TVs in the study rooms would be nice.  I think 
more labeling books, like what genre and not just numbers.  I also think a room 
with games or like a mindful room 



 
 

 

o Yoga mats for foam roller stations 
o Movable desks for sofa chairs 
o Colors and decorations feel really outdated and I hate the way the desks are 

arranged on the 2nd floor south wall.  Adding individual lights/lamps on desks 
o Change all of the color pallet and update feel cubicles on the south east wall 
o More color.  Its so bleak. Adding decorations or signage/flyer spaces.  Student 

decorations 
o More circular tables, comfortable non traditional seating, more moving white 

boards.  Charging ports and interactive elements instead of grid like tables 
everywhere 

o I wish it was closer to the middle of campus 
o The lighting feel stale 
o Potentially and additional floor or designated areas that could make use of more 

space 
o Hmm, the silence can be a lot.  Like too silent, but that depends on my mood.  

Also entering for the first time I was a little confused where to go 
o I would like to add windows or a see through rooftop or something that lets me 

see outside of the library 
o Adding charging outlets to the desk/tables 
o Water filling stations on the second floor 
o Maybe more social spaces especially for the grad/med students to connect with 

each other 
o Maybe bigger in size? Like a third floor 
o I’d probably make it bigger; more floors 
o Since it is a quiet study library, I think we can add silent/noise cancelling strips on 

the joints of compact shelves, floors and the chairs of the desks 
o Maybe have a clam cave/ a break spot to take a break in 

 

Review of I Like/I Wish/What if? 
Dani Cook lead a discussion from last meeting’s I Like/I Wish/What If activity with the council, 
highlighting the items that are already done by the library.  She asked for clarification on certain 
points 

• Accessibility resources 
o Stand for pamphlets from various campus organizations 

• Fun and leisure reading 
o Graphic novel collection & leisure reading collection- need to advertise collection 

• Books to be checked out in digital format 
o Textbooks 
o Fun reading 

• Students more aware of the books and how to borrow them 
o How do we get students to know about stuff 

§ Word of mouth 
§ Instagram 
§ Too scared to go to the desk and ask questions 
§ Public website 



 
 

 

§ Through classes 
§ TA supplemental instruction 

• Journal or Book Club- CCR possibility  
• Live Birch Feed- in Geisel over WongAvery 
• Physical guide for how to check out a book 

o What are the physical items you keep 
§ Sign that you take a picture of 
§ Pdf document  
§ QR code 

• Read-a-louds by local San Diego Authors 
o Storytime as a destress event 
o Drag queen story hour 

 
Discussion of Ideas for the future of the Digital Media Lab Space

After touring the DML last meeting, members were tasked with sending ideas for the DML space 
to the LSAC email address.  Students then received stickers to place on the ideas they like best.   
 

1. Peer Counseling and Listening Service (Jessie) (4 stickers) 
a. “The goal for this program is to provide a low-risk confidential resource to vent, validate, 

stand in solidarity, and take a moment to pause in our fast paced lives in order to put 
attention to our bodies and mental state.” 

b. Could build on existing relationship with CAPS and Triton2Triton 
 

2. Project room with treadmills & amenities for staying active while studying (Vanessa) (18 
stickers) 

a. “We could add more treadmills, desk cycles (under-desk ellipticals), standing desks, 
exercise balls for chairs, etc.” 
 

3. Curated exhibits space with DML memory wall (Zinnia) (4 stickers) 
a. Library-Themed Curations: rotating displays drawn from the library’s collections, such as 

cultural and seasonal themes (e.g., Halloween horror literature or Diwali cultural history). 
Beyond seasonal topics, the space could also host collection-based exhibitions 
highlighting special archives. 

b. Student Research Exhibitions: a venue for undergraduate and graduate students, 
particularly in the humanities, to curate and present their academic or creative projects, 
encouraging research visibility and interdisciplinary engagement. 

c. Digital Media Lab Memory Wall: honoring the history of the original lab by displaying 
leftover pieces of 3D-printed works that were made in this room, photos of before, and 
students' reminiscences of this room to preserve its legacy. 
 

4. Comfortable, dedicated space for reading (Ritvik and Ruby) (10 stickers) 
a. “A dedicated space for reading, with a bunch of comfy furniture and plants, along with a 

repaint.”  



 
 

 

b. “A cozy, reading space to enjoy personal books with things like bean bags or other more 
relaxed furniture.” 
 

5. Student Group-focused space for information-sharing and meeting (Isla) (2 stickers) 
a. “If we were to turn the empty space in Geisel into a room with bulletin boards about 

clubs, places where clubs can rent out to have their meeting, tables for clubs, more 
people would know how to access and join clubs.” 
 

6. Used bookstore (Kieran) Unfortunately unfeasible due to policy  
a. Making it a community thrift book store and raising around $60,000 annually for the 

library 
 

7. Art and research space (Kieran) (6 stickers) 
a. “Creating this space would help alleviate these challenges by offering free access to art 

equipment and materials. Beyond supporting Visual Arts students academically, this 
space would be open to all majors, giving everyone the opportunity to explore art as a 
creative outlet. Accessible art resources promote creativity, reduce stress, and support 
student well-being.” 
 

8. Soundproof spaces for individual meetings/calls/etc. (Ruby) (15 stickers) 
a. “I know people often have private calls or online therapy sessions in which there is no 

true privacy anywhere on campus” 
 

9. Recording Studio (Ruby) (1 sticker) 
a. “A recording studio that people can reserve with things like a green-screen and other 

necessary equipment.”  
 

10. Craft & Activity Room (Ruby and Jade) (19 stickers) 
a. “A space where students could color, do origami, bracelet making, and some manual 

activities as a break from studying!” 
 

11. Other ideas to add today? 
a. Career Readiness Room (3 stickers) 

i. Professional headshots- partner with student organizations for equipment 
ii. Triton2Triton help with resumes 

b. Extra large little free library (6 stickers) 
 
 
 

The next LSAC meeting is January 20, 2026 in the Suess Room 

 



 
 

 

Library News 
 

• Lofi Study Jam (November 18 from 1-4pm in Geisel Meeting Room): Take advantage of a 
quiet Library space for a mid-terms study jam filled, with beats from popular lo-fi hip-hop radio 
stations, hot tea, and chill vibes. Come alone or other UC San Diego students. Bring anything 
you’re working on and drop in anytime between 1-4 p.m. for a dedicated productivity time. 
Registration is not required. 

• Fall Feedback Fest (online through November 30, 2025): There’s still time to share your 
thoughts for a chance to win Amazon gift cards. Access the brief surveys and learn more on the 
Library’s website. 

• If you missed the Critter Encounters event in early November, mark your calendar to register 
and attend the January 27 offering. Come to learn about, see, and touch a variety of animal 
species at this fun and educational event. 

• GIS Mini Expo (November 19 from 2-4pm in Geisel’s Classroom 1): Drop in for an open expo 
event as part of UC GIS Week to celebrate and learn more about GIS technology! Hear from 
faculty and industry leaders on how it’s used in various fields, connect with fellow mapmakers, 
engage with student work, and participate in challenges and live demonstrations. Registration is 
not required, but seating is limited to the first 50 attendees (UC San Diego affiliates only). 
Snacks and refreshments will be available as supplies last. Bring your own laptop. 

• Annual Turkey Calling Show 2025 (November 26 from noon-1pm in Geisel’s Seuss Room): 
This lively community tradition offers a fun and educational look at the beloved turkey, featuring 
calling techniques, music, sound effects, stories, and fun facts. Presented in the style of an old-
time radio show, the event blends entertainment with discovery, as emcee Scott Paulson '84, 
UC San Diego alumnus and longtime Library employee, is joined by a flock of special guests to 
share fascinating turkey lore and traditions. 

• Campus Critters at Work & Play exhibit (through December 14 outside Geisel’s Classroom ): 
An artful take on UC San Diego Library’s popular De-Stress with Pups and Critter Encounters, 
this exhibit features a collection of campus wildlife paintings by alumna and UC San Diego 
Extension art instructor Michelle McCunney ’84. In this imaginative series, familiar critters take 
on the roles of scientists — testing water samples, conducting conservation studies, and 
engaging in research across campus. Learn about other current exhibits at the Library’s 
website. 

• Looking for ways to reduce stress as the end of the term approaches? Check out our de-
stress offerings on the Library’s website. 

 

https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/fall-feedback.html
https://community-ucgis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/uc-gis-week-2025
https://library.ucsd.edu/about/news-and-events/events-and-exhibits.html
https://library.ucsd.edu/about/news-and-events/events-and-exhibits.html
https://library.ucsd.edu/visit/de-stress.html

