
 
 

Library Student Advisory Council Meeting Notes 
April 21, 2026; Geisel Library - Geisel Meeting Room 

Welcome & Updates 
Dani Cook, Associate University Librarian for Learning and User Experience, welcomed all of the Library 
Student Advisory Council members to the first LSAC meeting of the 2026 Spring Quarter.  She gave the 
following Library Updates:  
 

●​ Geisel Library is now open 24/5! 
●​ Please share news with friends and classmates that LSAC applications for 2026-2027 are open from 

April 19-May 17.  Note that existing student members of LSAC who wish to continue in a subsequent 
year do not need to reapply; we’ll ask current members about continuing at the May meeting.           

●​ The Undergraduate Library Research Prize application is now open. You will also receive an invitation 
to this year’s celebration on Wednesday, May 27. 

●​ Short Tales from the Mothership is coming up on Monday, May 4. This year will be a collaboration with 
the Darkstar Library! 

●​ Careers in Academic Librarianship panel in the Seuss Room on Tuesday, May 5 from 3:30-5:00 pm 

Regarding the future of the DML space and the revamp to an individual enclosed study space:  

●​ We are still waiting to hear back from our vendor on costs for booths and the vinyl mural 
●​ In the meantime, we are working on cleaning out the room, patching, and painting 
●​ Goal is to have the room open for students by the end of the year, even if we don’t have the new 

furnishings in 
●​ Other ideas we are pursuing from LSAC ideas: Big Free Library 

○​ Separate space from rest of the Library collection and bringing items like retiring faculty 
donations for the community to use 

Group Photo 
The Council took its 2025-2026 group photo. 

Library Diversity and Inclusion Committee Visit 
Cristela Garcia-Spitz and Vanessa Colonia Medina, co-chairs of the Library Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 
presented an overview of the committee, shared the history of the committee and discussed some of the 
activities of the committee.  They shared the Library’s new Land Acknowledgement.  They answered questions 
about receiving student input on LDIC’s future activities.  

Visit From the Darkstar Library 
The officers of Darkstar Library, a student-run speculative fiction library located in the old student center, 
presented their services and events.  Darkstar Library was founded in 1978 and has a collection of over 6,000 
items, mostly science fiction, fantasy, and horror.  They shared how they’re working with the UC San Diego 
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Library preservation team to keep their collection healthy and the UC San Diego Library’s events team on 
events like the Short Tales From the Mothership, to be held in the Suess Room in May.  They shared they are 
working to integrate their catalog with the UC Library Search for better access across campus.   

Future of the Leisure Reading Collection 
As Baker and Taylor went out of business, we have assumed control of the leased leisure reading collection.  
We are looking at ways to integrate the Leisure Reading Collection into the broader collection and what the 
future of this collection might be.  

●​ Have you ever checked any materials out from the leisure reading collection? Did you know about it 
before today? 

○​ Some use by the collection- Library use only 
○​ Placement by Audrey’s is good- people might just not know about it- more visibility  
○​ Separate by genre 
○​ Did not know that that collection was able to be checked out 
○​ Need publicity around the collection 

■​ Collab with other student groups 
●​ Do you read for pleasure? If so, are there certain times of year that you read more/less? 

○​ Need a good mix of genres- feedback and intention around the process 
■​ Need to be up to date with the trends- polls, ask student specialists, etc.  

○​ Resurgence of classics 
●​ How do you learn about new books that you want to read? 

○​ Staff recommendations- for example, Warwicks in La Jolla 
○​ Read-a-likes- if you like X then you’ll like Y 
○​ Local Authors- UCSD Collection in Meet Spot could use more promotion 

●​ Do you use any tools to track your reading? What do you like about them? 
○​ Fable app- goodreads but better.  Letterbox for books 

 

The Next LSAC Meeting is May 19, 2026 
 

Library News & Events 

●​ Please share news with friends and classmates that LSAC applications for 2026-2027 will open from 
April 19-May 17. Note that existing student members of LSAC who wish to continue in a subsequent 
year do not need to reapply; we’ll ask current members about continuing at the May meeting. 

●​ Geisel Library Returns to Overnight Access: Late-night study sessions are back: Starting March 29, 
2026, Geisel Library restored 24-hour access five days a week during the academic year, giving 
students round-the-clock space from Sunday at 10 a.m. to Friday at 5:45 p.m. Read more about the 
return of overnight hours. See all Library hours here. 
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●​ Professional Clothing Drive:  BioScholars, the only honors organization in UCSD’s School of 
Biological Sciences, will be holding a professional clothing drive during Weeks 5 and 6 of Spring 
quarter. Collection boxes will be placed in Geisel Library, among other locations around campus.  
BioScholars will have the donated items added to OASIS’ Professional Clothing Closet, which offers 
students access to clothing for interviews/professional meetings. 

●​ New amenities are coming to Geisel Library’s Sensory Space. Watch for details in the coming weeks. 

●​ The Undergraduate Library Research Prize (ULRP) recognizes current UC San Diego undergraduate 
students who have demonstrated effective use of the UC San Diego Library as a resource in direct 
support of research undertaken on campus within the past 12 months.  To be considered for the prize, 
submit the required documentation by Sunday, May 3, 2026.  Learn more here. 

●​ Explore a new collection of artwork in Geisel Library, through July 6, 2026.  The exhibit features the 
work of DeLoss McGraw, a painter inspired by literary sources such as William Blake, Lewis Carroll, 
Mary Shelley, Gabriel García Márquez, and many others. 

●​ Try out the RISE Mindfulness Studio, in an ongoing collaboration between the Library and Student 
Health and Well-Being. Learn more about the drop-in workshops held in Geisel Library’s Calm Cave 
here. Advance registration required. 
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