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P H I L I P  V E R A  CRUZ T R A N S C R I F T  FROPI 'TAPE: ffl, APF! IL  9: 1976 

--- -.---- --------- ....... --,.. .-. -.--I.. 
l i k e  t o  g e t  on t a p e  a s  much as we can about ivhat yog?_xcmb$r-  
*-A- /.,/ -- I about  your l i f e  ~YP-&& F h i l i p p i n e s  and tlra~--tc%=?n Berkeley ,  w e ' l l  

/ I 
t ype  i.t out  and s e e  h o w * - 3 1 % ? ' ? ~  i t  sounds,  and s e e  how it 

/ # 
/"-- 

---€ 
-1- 

comes o u t ,  the11 h o p e f u l l y ,  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' l l .  be i.n ~'L-K, and then  1 
I 

er.e and every th ing  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n v f - - -  -- 
-_I - 

\\ 

I t h i n k ,  you s e e ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  b u i l t  my c h a r a c t e r  were my \, p 
people ,  you know ,-- 

They ' r e  k ind  of? ~3 humbled and unequcat ed , b u t  -)k\! kh 
t I I .I / a  l o t  of c-sf. 93?iB f4.y mother was n o t  .%, f igh te r ,  e ~ ~ + ~ a w J  bCk 

to.  inlpose 1 
I 
I people.  T h e y  
i 

of patience: 
I but  k c  
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c :y ,  f a t h e r  ! s f athel: d i e d  when ,@ iny f a-L-her.T* was srnaTT2, He weni; .. 
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; &  T :Ig T a t n e r ' s  n o s i e r  lool:eoA,b?;~?q., She iiidn: t eveli !iai 



I -- 
P: ~ ~ ~ e  I h a t e . - a & h o r i t y / k d  __- t h e n  I r e v o l t ,  I f i g h t  ; , \ - _r* 

_,.l. - '-. - -._ I 
t h e  b i g  ones.*--3hat __, i s  my p r o b l e m k w i t h  ~eC&r-and  Dolores.  

//I.' 

'-- -p,q b b 3  'k-5 I-.-. 

i 
I 

C:  DO--^^& t h i n k  t h a t  i s  y o u r b t r a i t  o r  maybe a ~ i l i ~ i ~ l ~ \ . t - r a . i t ?  I - , -. I I 
'I: No, because then  n o t  a l l  of u s  a r e  l i k e  t h a t .  ---- _ --- ... 

- .  

__.--- s e e  my f a t h e r ,  kg a l s o  kind of looked hall? and h a l f  him- I 
\ 

. .. .. . ! ( s e l f ,  see, ,  ~ L L G  s; i n  t h e  ~ h i l i ~ & n e s , - ~ u - k n ~ < ~ - , -  t h e y  look \ 
. 

d. ,--,.--- -.-=------ -. , -- i ((1 a t  t h e s e  people anzkthat -sqe of them a r e  k ind  o i  s p e c i a l  1 
>/----- ----._ ---_. , o r  ~ o : r e t h ~ ~ - ; f b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  l iehte;-~Skinj- .but - - t h e n  we d i d n l  t ! 

/ .- . - j 
belo<-g t o  t h e  r i c h  ones ,  t o  t h e  rid f a m i l i e s .  Ye g t  something, j 

I '. _ _  
_.. - - .. j 

! ,  We g o t  some land.  .. . .-' .... - 
--A- ..- C : H~W;~id_,you---get-your -._ _ l and?  - - -. - -.by- . .... . .. 

, - - -___ 
--\\ P: I don1 t know , ' - ~ ~ n ~ & % i t e ~ - -  t h e i r  l a n d ,  I t h i n k ,  from my - \ 

---.. _ - - .  i, 
f a t h e r s  f ami ly ,  b u t  it wa:~!~t.-.much-j--it-~-was-~sm~~l~~~~-~6~~6~.''~~t~.,~ 

. . . - 
/ .- -- 

knmfijc  g o t  nore -.t.han--- the--o-";e-rs-berrause--T---heard t h e  people t a l k i n g :  
I,, -- . - 

. - 
..._-_--- - .  

. .. --. .. 1 
, .-- -1' 



. . --- . .  . _. - -  
I-..-..- -I.-__ - - 

We got.-.ss&& more than  t h e  oth.er people around us.  ----- ____  
.- . ----.__ 1 

( L: What d i d  your -__. ___*... ---- 
-------.-- ---- 

/ '  ./- 

) :  I W i l l ,  you s e e , '  he was kind of s i c k l y ,  so he could no t  wT?k-on ! I - 1.- ...= , I  ~' 
.. I 

v e  o t h e r  people would work on our  l and ,  growing r i c e  '\ t h e  1anyJ ...>. /..-- - 
.."' \ --.. %-. 

o r  anything t h a t  they.--.c-ould g ro  He'd c o l l e c t  some r e n t ,  bu t  it was \ B , -' ---- .. I .. i ( j u s t  a l i t t l e  smal l  o p e r a t i o $ ' .  w a b  LLUL i.aX 0 -. mf== i .- I I -  -. . But i t  was enough t o  feed  us,-..ye go t  enough t o  e a t  on. I I 
1% . -. I.. b d  I 

I I and then  l a t e r  on,  t o  s c h o 0 1 ~ - ~  arrd my f ami ly \  
- l b ~ k  

was g e t t i n g  v e ~ y . l l t t  ,-,. e  SO -& began t o  s e l l  t h e  land---++e.I w a s  '._ 
i 

<. _.- - 1.. 

going t o . & h o o l  b G % ~ T . -  - , .-3%S. -&I-- .: . , ,. ., , . . - -."- - 

.., d --,-._.-., ' . z - ~  . ""fpa..... - . . l - i d  - . . ,.--= .- 

I y3-&--E.e--- . - - ~. 

60 k i lomete r s  away. 

y  t h e r e  Vigan -g@Llocos, Sur) .--. .------- -----xL-.-.-J ...--..---.-_..I_ --- 
. . y-n-hen? 

84 

I was born ; ~ % ~ ? e c .  25 th ,  1904, -+ - I N  %$ee~py%ng~ kiiwxLapogp,,province of I l o c o s  Sur.  e  L ~i-ln 

i!Y 
It had a  smal l  p o r t  where small boa t s  c a r r i e d  migrant workers t o  

._-- - Cagayan and Pangasinan f o r  r i c e  ha rve s t  and brought them back wi th  
*- L-+-- 

t h e i r  sha r e s  as wages a t  t h e  end of t h e  season. The p lace  was t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  

c e n t e r  of of simple f o l k s .  Res idents  met bo the r s  wi th  

- . t h e i r  c a r t s  pu l l ed  by carab&aos o r  oxens from nearby v i l l a g e s  'gg and 

towns, Bu.t t h e r e  were few t h i n g s  t o  s e l l  as poor people 

d i d n ' t  have much money t o  buy , e i t he r .  I n  t h e  b a r r i o ,  f a m i l i e s  

owned small  p i ece s  of land i n  c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  b i g  land 
1 who 

holdings  o f  the l and lo rds .  My f a t h e r  in l i e r i t ed  h i s  l a n  



6 i n c e  w h m -  I could& remember a q r a d u a l l y  p a r t s  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  

were 
6 - 

mortgaged and s o l d  JS& out  a t  a p i e c e  a t  a t ime u n t i l  

a l l  of it w a s  gone. I l i v e d  he re  except  f o r  a few pre-school  months 

s p e n t  wi th  m@ grandmother; my f a t h e r ' s  mother, i 5  a b a r r i o  i n  ano the r  
* 

tvwn c a l l e d  Santo  Domingo, u n t i l  I w a s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  grade when my 
( f 

f a m i l y  migrated t o  Pangasinan, 

' C ;  T e l l  us  more about  Lapog o r  Saoang. 
.p9 .' 
P: There w a s  j u s t  a few people t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  even know how many, 
emP, 

You s e e  t h e  poeple i n  small towns l i k e  t h i s ,  w e l l ,  sometimes, even 

second cous ins  marry each o t h e r ,  T h a t ' s  w h y e y  f a t h e r  and my 

mother&@ere ' s an i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  Let w e e d )  
$?. People f i s h ,  and t h e r e  a r e  farms a l s o .  Saoang i s  by t h e  beach. 

Our house w a s  axkxBBh away from t h e  beach, Y.ou could n o t  s e e  t h e  

beach from t h e  house because therewere a l o t  of t r e e s ,  

I l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  we went t o  Pangasinan--I w a s  about 1 4  o r  15 y e a r s  

- old;  I g5ew up most ly i n  t h a t  p l a c e ,  
-=i?? o t h e r  

I w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  f ami ly ,  I go t  o n l y  one/brother  a ~ d  one 

s i s t e r ,  .But t h e r e  were b r o t h e r s  t h a t  d ied .  I t h i n %  t h e r e  were f o u r  

b r o t h e r s  who d i e d  young, We g o t  a cous in  who w a s  adopted i n t o  

t h e  family.  She w a s  my mother ' s  s i s t e r ' s  daughter .  And when 

she w a s  s t i l l  a baby, t h e  mother d i e d ,  and s o  my mother took h e r ,  

b u t  t h e  c h i l d  d i e d ,  too.  So Leonor, my s i s t e r ,  was t h e  only  g i r l .  
,w\, \toL'-- 

The Boungest one,   arti in- i s  a lawyer now, i s  t h e  youngest one. 3 
I t ,hink my b r o t h e r s  d i e d  from m a l n u t r i t i o n .  The k i d s  were sk inny. .  

They g o t  s i c k  and d ied .  They were n o t  g e t t t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  food. My 

mother, &zs? d i d n ' t  know7 and we go-t- no d o c t o r s ,  we go t  no d i e t i c i a n ,  
t h e y  

were j u s t  s imple people -- t h e y  were lucky i f  they  could w r i t e  

t h e i r  n a n e s w .  My f a t h e r  a c t u a l l y  could w r i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  a l tbougb  



he never  went t o  school .  Somebody t augh t  him. My mother,  she could  

n o t  w r i t e ,  bu t  she could r e a d  a l i t t l e  b i t .  I f  it  was p r i n t e d ,  she 

a u l d  r e a d  i t ,  b u t  i f  you w r i t e  longhand, she could n o t  r e a d  it. 

My mother t r i e d  t o  t e a c h  me about  dialects--1locano--and she t r i e d  

to t e l l  me how t o  pronouce t h e  sy l lab le- -put  two t o g e t h e r ,  o r  t h r e e  

together - - I  d o n ' t  know how she l ea rned  t h a t  f o r  she never  went q 

t o  school .  But she l ea rned  by herse l@ how t o  pronou%e words. 11 

L: What w a s  your f a t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i m  t h e  community? - 
- 4 3 
P: Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t .  My f a t h e r  w a s  n o t  ambit ious.  They r e p s e c t e d  .- 
him bu t  he w a s  n o t  a b l e ,  beaaaee he d i d . n t t  have t h e  educa t ion  f 6 

7 - 

& l i t t l e  educat ion  would have made a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  him. When you 
. - 

a r e  an impor tant  person t h e r e ,  somebody w r i t e s  a l e t t e r ,  and hereL 

he c o u l d n ' t  r e a d  i t ,  you know, b r i n g s  it t o  you and you ' r e  suppose 

t o  look a t  i t ,  O r  h e ' s  g o t  some problems and y o u ' r e  suppose t o  know 
1) something about it.  

- -  - -  

I - - unusual  because L was a  k i d ,  I g o t  an unc le  a l s o  who was a  cous in  t o  
*.- my f a t h e r .  Vhen we were f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  s a l e s ,  I went t h e r e  t o  g e t  him, 

, \ 
\I and t h e y  were k ind  of u n w i l l i n g  t o  w r i t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  I would 

0 I 
because I was a  minor, I wasn ve ry  young. I t h i n k  I was 

yea r  i n  h igh  school ,  They s a i d ,  'E3uppose your 

f a t h e r  would r a i s e  h e l l  when t h e  p r o p e r t y  i d  s o l d !  They d i d n l  t know 
t h e y  t h ~ o u g h t  

what t o  do because t h e y  hnew me s i n c e  I a a s  a  k i d  and Z x $ b ~ g h B  &Bag 

1 I was a  n i c e  k i d ,  t h a t  I was n o t  l y i n g  o r  anything.  I 
So t h e y  d i d  it. \ \  

L: Wh2t was your mother l i k e ?  
\\ 

P: I look more l i k e  my mother. T4y f a c e  resembles  my f a t h e r  bu t  my - 
f e a t u r e s  are from my mo-ther. Ply mother was born i n  Saoang and was 



r a i s e d  t h e r e .  

She w a s  ve ry  k ind  and people l i k e d  he r .  She w a s  always willing t o  

h e l p  people.  When somebody g e t s  s i c k ,  she would h e l p  them. You 

s e e ,  t h e  people  i n  t h e  town were a l l  k ind  of i n t e r r e l a t e d  i n  some 

way, s o  i f  somebody needs h e l p ,  everyone knows. T h a t ' s  &he advantage 

of a small p lace .  7 

I I She would spend days t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  f ami ly  and he lp ing  f r i e n d s ,  

L: How w a s  s h e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  d e a t h s  of s o  many c h i d r e n ?  - 
P: ' khe  was h p s t e r i c a l  over  t h e  d e a t h  of my l i t t l e  b ro the r s !  ' - 
L: Did t h e y  d i e  almost  c o n s e c u t i v e l y ,  one r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ?  - e \( P: Well now, w i l l  grow up a l i t t l e  b i t ,  one y e a r $ ,  two y e a r s ,  - hef 
and t h e n  gone. And. t h e  nex t  one,/\ &am,. Some younger and some 

a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r ,  too.  My mother would r e a l l y  g e t  h e r b t i c a l  

ove r  t h e s e  d e a t h s ,  it would t a k e  h e r  a long t ime t o  f o r g e t ,  she 

could  not? f o r g e t ,  it  was v e r y  hard f o r  he r .  S h e ' s  n o t  a ve ry  stlbng 

women, em'othionally.  But people l i k e d  h e r ,  she was v e r y  k ind ,  

She w a s  a c a t h o l i c ,  b o t h  of them were. And even my f a t h e r ,  peaple  

would l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  h i m @ f L  YU ~ W L Y J  oJ vIJ* - What k i n d  of' house d i d  you have? 

 lit was k ind  of bamboo, v e r y  l i t t l e ,  you s e e  it was Bind of funny 
19 

we g o t  some p r o p e r t y  and then  we go t  a small house. You see  t h e  t r o u b l e  

was,see,I  was 'born i n  a b i g g e r  house t h a n  t h a t ,  b u t  my f a t h e r  was k ind  
I r 

of s i c k ,  s o  he can n o t  b u i l d  any house, 

L: What k ind  of s i c k n e s s  d i d  he have P h i l i p ?  
-lL 3 
P: He was enimic,  See t h e y  d o n ' t  have much b&ood,so,  e n  you know - I 

about  him h e ' s  whi te  you know, and ve ry  weak, b u t  you might be white  

bu-t y o u h e  g o t  some blood,  you know, your f a c e  i s  p ink ,  He was o f t e n  $ 

i n  p a i n  and d i d n ' t  f e e l  ve ry  welIB93e t ime he almost  d i e d  and I d o n ' t  
> Q&t&'f, 

know why I couldn '  t understand it * -- (9- _he 
d ~ a l l o w  me i n t o  

L 1  
t i  b l ~ e  house, sad t h c c  h e  rzcsverc6. 



L: So what d i d  you f o r  medicine i n  those  days.  
.pr 

\ \  
PI 

P: We were depending on o r .  There was no r e a l  - 
doc to r .  I t h i n k  i f  he w a s  

L w u  
c o u l d ~ g i v e v i  some kind  of blood t r a n s f u s i o n e t h e n  he would 

g e t  s t r o n g e r  s e e ,  b u t  t h e y  j u s t  gave him h e r b s ,  t h i s  medicine - / 
man t h e y  d o n ' t  know t t h e  h e l l  they  a r e  do ing ,  b u t  s e e  people ,  

two people l i k e  a r e  s u p e r s t i t o u s  t o o ,  t h e y  do a  l o t  of t h i n g s  

t h a t  you c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n ,  l i k e  now, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  what they  were 

do ing ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime I d i d n ' t  know, you know so  t h a t s  t h e  
k-\.-9, 04- '0.- * 1 

p a r e n t s  I g o t ,  s i m p l e - s u p e r s t i t o u s  peop le .  

C :  What t r a i t s  do you s e e  you g o t  from your mother and which 
.89 

ones frmm your f a t h e r ?  
__--^------_I._._ . ------.-- --------- . - . . . . . . . , . - - . _ - _ I _  ---- -.------' 

everybody, cause t h e y  say  i 
t h a t  t o  me here--&<€he union you k a c u a s g  I a m  s o  n i c e  f e l low and 

,---- 1- -.....,- .-' ! ------\- 
i 

p - h - e ~ e - - I - - e x p l o d e  y-,. .... t h a t  - . -. ' s my weakness. . 
---.-.--_... __ . 

I --=-: 
L: Is t h e r e  t h i n g  'you can remember from your g ~ a n d p a r e n t s  s r r y c u r  
P1 

7 -. 

P: s e e  my mother,  h e r  mother a l s o  d i e d ,  she d i d n ' t  even - w--'-+-) 
know how she  looked. my f a t h e r s  f a t h e r  &x& d i e d  and he d i n d n ' t  

even know how he looked. So d i d n ' t  even know how h e r  
b* SWUI mother looked I eaS- t h e  j u s t  a  common person. - 'A 

I t h i n k  he was i l l t e r a t e  t o o ,  he l i v e d  i n  t h e  same town and s a y  him - 
a l o t .  He had a l o t  of p a t i e n c c e  too,He was l i k e  my mother too.  ' I 
L: Did you have a c l o s e  f a m i l e y ,  d i d  people always g e t  toge the r .  - 

\- {LbJ'd" -% 
P: Oh yea ,  They s t h a t s  one t h i n g  you know)-flhe - 
people t h e r e  i f  +b7*-- ' W q  w e r y  much c r i t i z e d  , *' I s 
you know t h a t  p r e s s u r e ,  u h i t h i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  community, see- 

hi'? 
d g o t  t o  do a  l i t t l e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  r e l i e a v e  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  and then  



when he need somebody t h e n  t h e y  t e l l  him, you know, s e e  t h a t ' s  what 

yoou should remember, when you a r e  w e l l  you d o n ' t ,  you k  now, you 

d o n ' t  need u s ,  you d o n ' t  even h e l p  u s ,  even i f  we need you, now 

look how you a r e  l e f t ,  y o u , c a n l t  even h e l p  y o u r s e l f ,  you know, 
& f 

so when he g e t s  welPrso he remember t h a t ,  some k ind  o f ,  oh w e l l ,  

yea ,  I remember, t h i s  and t h a t ,  t h i s  and t h a t  and t h a t ,  when he g e t s  -. 

sawA6L 
w e l l  he does t h e  thing&, he f o r g e t s ,  

lee 
I know him t o o ,  he s t i l l  

gruv '" 
a p a r t  of t h e  f a m i l y (  ~J-lzc? j d  1 h- :- -L',k F' 
C: Where t h e r e  people who were n o t  a c t u a l  members of your fami ly  
.PI 

b u t  were c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  a lmost  p a r t  of t h e  fami ly .  

P: Oh l e t  me s e e  now, your taucen about  an impor tant  k ind  of c l o s e  
LL 

f r i e n d ,  oh y a ,  t h e r e  were some people l i k e  t h a t ,  I g o t  a  neighbor you 

know, we were n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  h e r ,  b u t  ah ,  she use t o  come and ah t a l k  

u n t i l  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  and then  she goes home, sometimes she s l e e p s  t h e r e  

you know, ya remember t h e r e  sometines she  s l e e p  t h e r e ,  she  d o n ' t  

want t o  go home, and t h e  house,  she g o t  a b i g  house,  j u s t  n e e  t o  , 
kwse BL-J 

our  9 she  won't  go home, she  want t h e r e ,  and s h e ' d  

t a l k  t o  my mother and f a t h e r ,  b o t h  of them, she  w a s  o l d e r ,  s h e  

was o l d  t h a n  my f a t h e r  and my mother, thky  c a l l  h e r  ~ ~ s l a ( ~ o ~ ,  

she had c h i l d r e n  and you know what,  she g o t  t h e  @neighbors  t h a t  a r e  

r e l a t e d ,  you know, b u t  she w a s  c l o s e r  t o  u s ,  and and then  t h e  son 

g o t  t o  g e t  mar r i ed ,  t h e  o l d e r  son ,  no, t h e  second t o  t h e  o l d e s t ,  I 

t h i n k ,  t h a t  one,  she d i d n ' t  know how t o  p r a y ,  and t h e y  a r e  c a t h o l i c s  
933~J4' 

you s e e ,  so-tmy, my mothe2 t r a i n &  h e r  , I mean t r a i n  him, ah  yousknow 

t a u g h t  him how t o  pray  be fo re  he g e t  mar r i ed ,  he g o t  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  

you s e e  . I have seen people  l i k e  t h o s e ,  l i k e  our  ne ighbor ,  s e e ,  my 

mother i s  l i k e  t h e  r e l a t i v e s , ,  t h e y  t a l k  n i c e  about  her .  And even .the 

people you know, j u s t  f r i e n d s  people who know h e r ,  they  l i k e  my 
+hok * " . . . . $)< $ , ,3 . ,;!,,.;\ , f 1 :: .- d .-' / 

mother,  b u t  she& n o t  one l,;.~hoItgoes around g o s s i p ,  and my f a t h e r  @ 



d i d n ' t  want t o  gos s ip  e i t h e r , s e e , c a u s e  t hey  always t o l d  me t h a t  goss ip  

w i l l  cause a l o t  of t r o u b l e ,  and then  my f a t h e r  xi$&& s a i d  ah ,  w e l l ,  

your mother how does s h e  $look, she might be u g b y  o r ,  

he s a i d , s h e l s  a human being l i k e  you, now you r e s p e c t  

show t h e  r e s p e c t  then  he w i l l  a l s o  r e + e c t  you. And my mother i s  always 

t a l k i n g  about t h a t  and she wants me t o  behave and p lease  d o n ' t  do t h a t ,  
-l 

t h i s  and t h a t ,  God d o e s n ' t  i@t t h a t ,  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and 

ofcourse  t h a t  ma@e me very  i n q u i s i t i v e  about !$what she w a s  t a k i n g  

' a b o u t  and then  I was kind of deeply  r e l i g i o u s  too  myself ,  and an- 

o t h e r  t h i n g  was I d i d n ' t  know what t o  b e l i e v e ,  you s e e ,  so  a ,  I 

wanted something t o  b e l i e v e  i n  bu t  I d i d n ' t  know and then  I cou ldn ' t  

b e l i e v e  something t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  understand.  So I w a s  a  c a t h o l i c  

bu t  I went t o  t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  churches ,  s e e ,  i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ine s .  

L: Was i t  t h e  E g l i s i a  Y Chr i s to?  - 
P: No it's a  P o r t e s t a n t ,  I d o n ' t  know, I have been going t o  t h e  a ,  
BiB 

I d o n ' t  %know t h e  f i r s t  one I went t o ,  bu t  then  my mother heard about 

it and was d i s t u r b e d ,  .you know, then  t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  one, s e e ,  

I was a  l i t t l e  boy a t  t h e  t ime ,  I was i n  t h e  in te rmedia te  schoo l ,  and 

then  when I wen t ' t o  h igh  school  my mother was no t  t h e r e ,  so I been 

going around,  I went t o  t h e  Methodist church,  I went t o  t h e  ~ h r ' i s t i a n  

church3 I n  Bigan, 
b ( 6 . t ~  9. 

C :  Sou were always confused by t h e  Ca tho l i c  Church, l i k e  it -. 
\- answer &he ques t ions  you had, t h e i r  answers d i d n ' t  make sense ,  so  you 

would go t o  one church t o  f i n d  some answers t o  how you f e l t ?  

: Ya, see  I want t o  f i n d  o u t ,  you know, what t h e y  were doing and - 
s e e ,  how come t h e r e  a r e  two, you go t  a c a t h o l i c  and you go t  a p r o t e s t a n t ,  

ofcourse  I l e a rned  t h a t  when. I read  a  1i t . t l .e  d?t i n  h i s t o r y ,  I found 

out  t h a t  Martin Luther  r e v o l t e d  and t h a t s  why t h e r e  were p r o t e s t a n t s  
,' 

but  then  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t ,  b e fb r e ,  and then  I found out  t h a t  when 



t h e y  s a y  God, t h e r e  i s  no d i s t i n c t i o n ,  you know, t h e r e  were many 

C a t h o l i c s  i% t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  t h e  on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  way t h e y  

c e l e b r a t e  t h e  mass, and how t h e y  do it i n  t h e  P o r t e s t a n t  Church, 

you know, t h e  r i t u a l s ,  t h a t  a l l ,  a s  f a r  as t h e ,  about  J e s u s  and 

a l l  t h a t  t h i n g ,  t h e  same, 

L: So what d i d  your p a r e n t s  do when t h e y  feu@ out  t h a t  you were ah? - went i n o t  a p r o t e s t a n t  church? 
P: They d i d  n o t  s a y  anyth ing  b u t  I heard  somebody t o l d  me, no,  t h e y  
0 

didAt s a y  anyh t ing  t o  me, s e e ,  t h e y  always t r u s t e d  me, I was t h e  

o l d e s t  , and t h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  @anything.  S3mebody t o l d  me t h a t  my 

mother was k ind  of  @&dis turbed  becasue she  heard  I was goind t o  t h e  

P r o t e s t a n t  churches.  

C ;  Did you have a s t r o n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  when you were young? - 
P: Ya, I was s o r t  of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  person i n  t h e  house,  s e e ,  when - 
I grovm up,  my f a t h e r  l i s t e n  t o  me, and b e f o r e  he use t o  whip me, 

when I was . l i t t l e ,  and what I s a y  w i l l  go ,  when I was i n  h igh  

s c h o o l ,  even b e f o r e  I went t o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  i f  say  something, i f  I 

g i v e  an op ion ion ,  my f a t h e r  l i s t e m s ,  i t ' s  n o t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  &"You 

a r e  s t i l l  young, you d o n ' t  i t on ' t  know, ", notmy f a t h e r  was no t  l i k e  

t h i s  kind.  When I t a l k ,  he l i s t e n .  And my mother too .  But t h e y  

s t i l l  k ind  of  g i v e  me some a d v i c e ,  l i k e  my mother s a y ,  t h e y  doubt 

some way, l i k e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  I s a y  I want t o  go kim t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  and my mother s a i d ,  " You d o n ' t  know anybody * there ,"  and 

she  was r i g h t ,  you know, and I s a i d ,  "The Americans a r e  good", and 

she  s a i d ,  "Ya, b u t  you know, t h e y  d o n ' t  know you, " and then  my f a t h e r  

s a i d ,  he was k ind  of p h i l i s o p h i c a l ,  s a i d p h ,  "Well son ,  you go, you . 
go; b u t  somebody d i e s ,  h e r e ,  he means, him, my mother,  my s i s t e r  

and my b r o t h e r ,  he s a i d ,  d o n ' t  be s o  s o r r y  you -know, cause 

everybody w e l l  d i e , " .  I t h i n k  he was t a l k i n g  about  h imese l f .  So 

he was t e l l i n g  me i f  I go t o  t h e  ,Uni t  d  S a t e s  d o n ' t  worry about  k&,bj 
42443 L s ~  

he d i d n ' t  saym.that b u t  t h a t ' s  what he meant. 



and then  he & s a i d  ah ,  " Be c a r e f u l ,  do what you t h i n k  i s  r i g h t 1 ' .  

L: When you were going t o  a l l  t h e s e  churches were you s t i l l  checking 
4 

o u t  t h e  c a t h o l i c  church o r  were you j u s t  abandonoing t h a t ?  

P: I j u s t  went t o  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  and watch t h e  people ,  and l i s t e n  - 
t o  t h e  p r e a c h e r s  and what t h e  people were say ing ,  andth iseand t h a t  

I knew what t h e y  were doing i n  t h e  c a t h o l i c  church. 

L: So t h e r e  w a s  never  any d i s c u s s i o n  between your p a r e n t s  
m 
a b o u t  r e l i g i o n .  They j u s t  l e t  you do what you t o  do? 

C:  A l o t  of young c a t h o l i c s  , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a r e  - d & , ~ ~ l ~  r* ;\Ii 79 ptLC%,p $ L ; y  
v e r y  devoted t o  t h e  church,  I g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  from &t you n - e  

e g  t h a t  you took it f o r  w h a t  it i s  b u t  you d i d n ' t  l e t  i t a o v e r  

whelm you. 

P; I g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  t o o ,  because of my c o n v i c t i o n s ,  l i k e  a h ,  s e e  - 
when I w a s  i n  Spokane Washington, I went t o  Gonzaga U n i v e r s i t y ,  

I graduated  from h igh  school  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  a J e s u i t  s c h o o l ,  and then  

I r a n  i n t o  some k ind  of arguements wi th  some people ,  from t h e  church 

because I r e j ~ e c t e d  an i d e a  t h a t  nobody knows, when t h e y  s a y  God, 

t h e y  d o n ' t  know what t h e y  mean, and you s e e  t h a t  kind of b o t h e r s  me, 

it b o t h e r s  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  t o o ,  because I w a s  t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  then  

even t h e  o l d  guys,  t h e y  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  when you a r e  n o t  s i c k ,  you d o n ' t  

s a y  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  you wai t  when you g e t  s i c k ,  then  you hope f o r  God, 

b u t  you s e e ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  p o i n t ,  when you - p u l l  from something 

s t r o n g e r  o r  b i g g e r ,  o r  more s u p e r i o r ,  you know, i t ' s  due t o  ayour 

weakness, t o  your i n a b i l i t y  t o  unders tand,  comprehend, you know, , 

what t h e  world i s  a l l  abou t ,  what l$e i f  a l l  about ,  and you a r e  
ause  

h e l p l e s s ,  h e l p l e s s  bec you a r e  r e a l l y  looking  f o r  something 

f o r  h e l p  you s e e ,  w e l l  t h a t  d-oes mean t h a t  you unders tadd,  because 

yotr s e e  what p u z z l e s  me r e a l l y ,  )is t h a t  when we t r y  do do ,  as human 
l,db 

be ings ,  i - t t s  c o n t r a r y  t o  what t h e  animals  have been do ing ,  because 



s e e  now we t r y  t o  i n j e c t  m o r a l i t y ,  you know, i n  which we s a y  t h a t  

k i l l i n g  i s  no good and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and a h ,  we should be t o g e t h e r  

and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and I b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  t o o ,  t r o u b l e  i s ,  sometimes 

d o e s n ' t  work, you know, you s e e ,  it d o e s n ' t  work, because t h e  

needs ,  t h e  supply ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  i n  l o c a t i o n  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  needs ,  of t h e  people around,  & t h a t ' s  why t h e y  f i g h t ,  

you s a t i s f y  t h o s e  needs and you s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no war, t h a t ' s  

were a l l  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  a r e  abou t ,  t o  su rv ive .  

L: During t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  High school  when you toere questioni?!he - 
C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i i n e s  o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  re l igmon,  how d i d  t h i s  e f f e c t  

you b o r o t h e r  and s i s t e r ?  

@: Oh, They d i n '  t know, t h e y  were k i d s , '  when '1 came t o  t h e  United - 
S t a e s  my s i s t e r  was on ly  5 o r  6 ,  and my b r o t h e r  was o n l y  3-4. They 

were k i d s ,  you s e e ,  Q t h a t s  why I was a b l e  t o  suppor t  them cause I 

was v e r y  much o l d e r .  

P: I was borm i n  1904 and came t o  t h e  U.S. i n  1926,  I came t o  t h e  
- .  
U.S. when I was 20,  I was n o t  a b l e  t o  vote.. I was r e a l l y  a  d i f f e r c t  

g e n e r a t i o n  from my bro ' ther  and s i s t e r .  

L: Do you remember t h e  yea r  t h a t  your f a t h e r  was borw? - 
P: NO. But my f a t h e r  was 41 o r  42 when he d ied .  He was very  - 
young. My P a r e n t s  marr ied v e r y  young. See I was t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  

and my mother was, I t h i n k  she was on ly  1 6 ,  v e r y  y o h g ,  I was l i k e  

a  s i n g l e  chh ld ,  maybe t h a t ' s  why I mas s o r t  of dominate ,  you s e e  

t h e  o t h e r s  who fol lowed me d i e d ,  you remember what I t o l d  you, h t h r e e  

of them d i e d ,  and t h e  l a s t  one who d i e d  was a f t e r  l e o n o r ,  b u t  be fo re  

Martin.  you know, t h e  lawyer now, s e e  t h e y  d i e d ,  t h a t ' s  why, and t h e s e  

a r e  almost  t h e  l a s t  ones,  you know come i n ,  

C :  Do you t h i n k  your p a r e n t s  t r e a t e d  you w i t h  more r e s p e c t  because 

you were t h e  o n l y  c h i l d  and t h e  o t h e r s  had d i e d )  
j I 



, P: Ya, w e l l  I was a  saca red  t o o ,  becasue my mother t o l d  me t h a t  she 

l o v e s  me more t h a n  my s i d t e r  and my b r o t h e r ,  and she should n o t  have 

s a i d  t h a t ,  because i t ' s  n o t  s o  good you know, I mean my l i t t l e '  
3 i 

s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r ,  Martin and Leonor, t h e  ones who l i v e d ,  :,://' 
t a p e  
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my mother s a i d  t h a t ,  "of course  I have your b ~ o t h e r  and your s i s t e r  
h e r e ,  b u t , "  she  s a i d ,  " I love  you more t h a n  your s i s t e r  and your 
baother ."  I d i d  n o t  say  any th ing  because i t  scaredme, you know. 
Hot t h a t  I was s o  a f r a i d  of it bu t  I w a s  a f r a i d  t h a t  theys my b r o t h e r  
and s t s t e r ,  might f i n d  t h a t  o u t  someday. 
I d o n ' t  know why she s a i d  t h a t .  For t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  $ea r s  t h a t  I was 
i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  I was n o t  w i t h  h e r  v e r y  much. I was going t o  
s c h o o l ,  h igh  s c h o o l ,  where t h e  school  was ve ry  fa r .  B x x ~ ~ r n ~ c t x ~ ~ f k k  
x x f a m k l p  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  now where you g o t  schools  i n  t h e  town where 
you l i v e .  B~2rnmzy I boarded w i t h  a  f ami ly  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  town 
where t h e  h igh  schoo l  was, My grandmother took c a r e  of  me when I 

- was i n  f i r s t  yea r  (h ighschool?)  i n  Lingayen. That was f o r  one y e a r ,  
O f  cou.rse I was use  t o  my grandmother because she aas t h e  one who 

took c a r e  of me when I was ve ry  young, 
My grandmother was a  ve ry  a f f e c t i o n a t e  o l d  lady ,  She loved me ve ry  
much. &a I d o n ' t  know e x c a t l y  how long I s t a y e d  wi th  h e r  when I 
was young:. 
& Why d i d  you l i v e  w i t h  h e r  a t  a l l ,  when you were young? 
P:  You s e e ,  my f a t h e r  was h e r  f i r s t  son. And my f a t h e r  l o s t  h i s  ra f a t h e r  when he was young, you see .  And s o  my.grandmother marr ied 
t h e  second t ime,  So ~ E Z  she  had t o  l i v e  i n  ano the r  town wi th  h e r  
second husband, And s o ,  t o x  t a k e  my f a t h e r ' s  p l a c e ,  she wante8 me,. 
So I went t h e r e ,  It was hard f o r  my mother t o o ,  And my f a t h e r ,  
he wanted me w i t h  them, t o o ,  b u t  it was ~ Z X E X  a l l  r i g h t  wi th  him 
because it was h i s  mother who wanted me, you see .  I c a n ' t  remember 
how long how I s t a y e d  wi th  my grandmother. She took me when I w a s  

ve ry  young, I c a n ' t  check $hat  o u t  now bec a s e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  dead, 
L: D i d  you f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  exper ience  was t h e  reason f o r  your inde- - 
pendence from you p a r e n t s  when you r e t u r n e d  t o  them? 
& Yes, I kind  of f e l t  t h a t ,  Because you s e e  I lea rned  t h a t  t h e  
g r a n d f a t h e r  t h a t  I c a l l e d  g randfa the r  was n o t  r e a l l y  my grandfiather. 
When he wouldn ' t  l e t  me go o u t  t o  p l a y  wi th  some of t h e  k i d s ,  one 
t i m e ,  why, he whipped me. That was because when he t u r n e d  around, 
I r a n  o u t s i d e  t o  p l a y ,  and when he saw me, he c a l l e d  me back,  and 

fnen he whipped me, You know hoi*~ k i d s  a r e ,  b u t  I never  g o t  t h a t .  
A t  t h a t  t i n e ,  you s e e ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  thatwhen I lea rned  t h a t  he was 
no t  ny r e a l  granddiather, t h e n  the,re was a  f e e l i n g  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on 
o r  mis t rea tment  f s n m h i s  p a r t .  P m b a b l y  t h e  01-d guy d i d n ' t  mean 
tha - t  because m y  f a th . e r  was no t  say ing  a n y t h i ~ g  bad about  hiin. Maybe 



he wanted t o  d i s c i p l i n e  me. But my graddmother,  she never  whipped 
me, And my mother,  t o o ,  Never, The f e e l i n g s  I g o t  from l i v i n g  
mg w i t h  my grandmother was t h a t  t h e  u n i t ,  && f ami ly  u n i t  was 
ve ry  s t rong .  And then  I found t h a t  w i t h  my fami ly ,  And s o  when 
my gaandmother took  me, s e e ,  my f a t h e r  was h e r  son ,  s e e ,  s t i l l  
k ind  of a t r a d i t i o n ,  it goes a long wi th  t h e  f ami ly  l i f e  i n  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  And t h a t  one I xwrr va lue  ve ry  g4ct3Ao What I observed 
t h e r e  i n  t h e p h i l i p p i n e s  w a s  t h a t  no m a t t e r  what you choose , to  j o i n  
t h e  f a m i l y ,  everyone e l s e  i n  t h e  f ami ly  a c c e p t s x  it as p a r t  of 
t h e  f ami ly ,  (Take f o r  exxmple you and ~ l l i a ,  s ee .  Because L i l i a  
chose you, w e l l ,  you a r e  a p a r t  of me, because L i l i a  i s  my s i s t e r ,  
and I t a k e  you f o r  what you a r e ,  and your c o l o r  d o n ' t  make any , 

damn d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. I l i k e  you because L i l i a  g o t  you, you s e e ,  
L i l i a  i s  my s m s t e r ,  s ee?  And anybody t h a t  w i l l  h u r t  you, I d o n ' t  
l i k e  i t ,  T h a t ' s  t h e  ~ ~ ~ ~ x ~ B H . )  And such f e e l i n g s  a r e  v e r y  
s t r o n g  i n  m $ W B a m i l y .  Even i f  we have d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  op in ions ,  
likgh%$ fami ly  g o t  problem& i n  pnpoer ty ,  I f i n d  o u t  t h a t  my f a t h e r  
was q u a r r e l i n g  w i t h  one of t h e  u n c l e s ,  because they  g o t  t h e i r  
p r o p e r t i e s  a longs ide  each o t h e r ,  
C :  Th i s  importance of be ing  a p a r t  of t h e  f a m i l y  and t aken  cared  of 

bsa 

Bhfxx&~~xw one d o e s n ' t  have t o  be a  blood r e l a t i v e ,  i t  can be 
anybody who i s  cons idered  a  p a r t  of t h e  f a m i l y ,  and &ha& t h e  
f a m i l y  u n i t  g e t s  p r e t t y  extended,  d o e s n ' t  i t ? '  
P: Yeah, Sometimes, l i k e  you-, f o r  i n s t a n c e  , You become t h e  more 
6=- 

r e s p o n s i b l e  person,  You a l r e a d y  belong t o  t h e  f ami ly ,  You f e e l  
30 t h a t  o b l i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t ,  f o r  e x m p l e ,  when I ' m  

no t  knowing w h a t ' s  good f o r  me o r  wha ' t s  good f o r  my f a m i l y ,  o r  
my s i s t e r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t hen  you a r e  o b l i g a t e d  , you 
!@&E t h a t  sense  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  h e l p  o u t ,  n o t  on ly  t h a t  you 
p o t e c t  L i l i a ,  b u t  t h a t  you g o t t a  p r o t e c t  me too .  
I s t i l l  use t h i s  t r a i t  even today i n  my union work, T h a t ' s  why 
I d o n ' t  l i k e  x k s w h ~ n x l x h ~ ~ s  somebody t a l k i n g  a g a i n s t  somebody 

lit- when he i s n ' t  su-ppose t o  be,sying it. I t ' s  kind of a  double-cross.  
Yes, 1 , t h i n k  i t ' s  one of t h e  b e t t e r  t r a i t s  I have brought from 
t h e  p f i i l i p p i n e s  t o  t h i s  country.  He lp fu lness ,  l o y a l t y ,  understanding.  
See ,  your c o l o r  d o n ' t  mean anyth ing  t o  me, i t s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  my s i s t e r  i s  more impor tan t ,  and my f a m i l y ,  because you see  when 
you t a k e  h e r ,  wgxskxk~s as she  is, my s i s t e r , , y o u  a r e  my b r o t h e r ,  s e e  
my r e l a . t i o n s h i p  wkth h e r  i s  l i k e  wi th  you. I t ' s  s o r t  of a  d i r e c t  
e x t e n t i o n  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t s  a very  good tra.k8. 



L: What i s  t h e  name of your Grandmother? 
er 

P: Angela, bu t  I ca l l ed  h e r  Lo la ,  and I c a l l e d  he r  second husband - 
Lolo. I n  I l l o c a n o  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  ways t o  address  your l p a r e n t s ,  

, l i k e  Tatang,  nanang, t h a t ' s  f a t h e r  and mother, bu t  then  I found o u t  
t h a t  my s i s t e r  and my b r o t h e r ,  when I went home from t h e  schoo l ,  ' . 

t h e y  c a l l  my mother a  d i f f e r e n t  name, Enang, I understood t h a t  t o o ,  
bu t  i t  w a s  d i f g n t  from what I c a l l e d  my mother,  and t h e y  w e r e  sup- 
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pose t o  c a l l  my mother t h e  same way, and then  my mother, when I heard  
them c a l l i n g  h e r  Enang, my mother look a t  me and she laugh,  she 
laugh and laughed and she  looked a t  me and s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know why 
t h e y  c a l l  me l i k e  t h a t " .  They g o t  i t  from our c o u s i n s ,  my f a t h e r  
go t  a cous in  and t h a t  one,  t h a t  c o u s i n ,  she was r a i s e d  by h e r  
grandmother t o o ,  and she  was a  mest iza  a l s o ,  she l i k e  my f a t h e r  
s e e ,  and t h e y  go t  two g i r l s ,  and t h e y  c a l l e d :  h e r  Enang, s o  t h e y  
hea r  t h e s e  k i d s  c a l l i n g  t h e i r  mother Enang and t h e y  fol lowed.  But 
t h e y  c a l l e d  my f a t h e r  TatangCkA/&) 

Then I found o u t  t h a t  my n e i c e s ,  l i k e  my Mart in ,  c a l l e d  
my f a t h e r  Papa, and my mother Mama, Goddamn we were suppose 
t o  come from t h e  same fami ly  b u t  t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  i n f l u e n c e s .  
Tatang and Nanang a r e  I l l o c a n o  b u t  then  ; Papang, and Mamang a r e  t h e  . D 

same t o o ,  t h e y  use it t o o . ,  But t h o s e  people who seem t o  use  those  
terms belong t o  a h igher  f a m i l y ,  t h e y  g o t  s t a t u s .  You see  i t  a h a s  
t o  do w i t h  how o l d  t h e  k i d s  are:'their g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h e  o l d e s t  ones 
w i l l  c a l l  t h e i r  mother and f a t h e r  Tatang and Nanang, b u t  t h e  smal l  
ones w i l l  c a l l  them Mamang and Papang, .  l i k e  mommy and daddy, They 
p i c k  t h e s s e  t h i n g s  up i n  s c h o l l  o r  from t h e i r  f r i e n d s  o r  cous ins .  

& Do you know how your p a r e n t s  met? 
P: I d o n l ' t  know, t h e y  met though i n  Sawan&, t h e y  l i v e d  very  c l o s e  
.rpo 

t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  probably  g o t  marr ied j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  
. . 

s i n c e  I w a s  borm i n  1904. 
C:  T e l l  u s  about t h e  f i g h t i n g  i n  your a r e a  when yo 
.rp 

g u e r i l l a s ,  b a n d i t s ,  American s o l d i e r s ?  
Idhat I heard from my mother and t h e  o l d  

about'  t h e  kAmericans, they  were t a l k i n g  about them. 

occupat 

u were young, 

they  were t a l k i n  
And t h e r e  were 

ion  
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some who were good, some who were no good, w i l l  t h a t s  t h e  way i t  i s  
any pla.ce you, t h e  same way, l i k e  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when my r n o t h ~ r  was a 
small k i d  they  were h i d i n g ,  shee  was' j u s t  a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  t h e y  were 

j 
behind a b i g  r o c k ,  I knew t h e  b i g  rock  she wzs r e f e r r i n g  t o o  Secuase 



I had been t h e r e .  And t h e y  could  t e l l  when t h e  s o  4 e r s  were gone 
because t h e y  l i s t e n  f o r  t h e  s h o t s  of t h e  guns,  and t h e y  won't  g e t  
out  from t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  s o l d i e r s  a r e  gone. Then my f a t h e r ,  u s i n g  
some kind  of psychology, he f e l t  t h a t  he was a young f e l l o w  and he 
g o t  nothdng t o  h i d e ,  s o  he was n o t  a f r a i d  t o  j u s t  be n a t u r a l ,  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  were coming. There was ano the r  ous in  who was r a i s e d  by A* 
h i s  grandmother a l s o ,  you s e e  t h e r e  were 4Pm of them, Al iona ,  
Joseph,  Agiano, and t h i s  guy Joseph look l i k e .  a white  guy t o o ,  
cause  I ' v e  heard about  t h e s e  guys,  and Aliona,  I s a w  her .  And 
thenwhen he met wi th  isthe s o l d i e r s  theyktook him and pu t  hhim i n  
j a i l  f o r  s i x  monthsr lad-1 ,  he s a i d  psbchology d i d n ' t  work. He was 
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  he wasn ' t  g u i l t y  he d i d n ' t  have t o  h i d e ,  s o  
he was g u i l t y  anyway, I guess  u s t  f o r  be ing  t h e r e .  

What w a s  your mothers name. 
P: Maria. Her maiden name was Bi l l amin ,  t h a t  name i n  t h e  p l a c e  - 
were I l i v e  t h e r e  n o t  s o  many, I heard  t h a t  t h e e r e  a r e  a l o t  i n  
t h e  s o u t h  i n  t h e  Visiyans.  

About my f a t h e r  when he g o t  a r r e s t e d ,  you know he l ea rned  t h a t  
song, Row, Row, Row your b o a t ,  he l ea rned  t h a t  from t h e  Rmerican 
s o l d i e r s  when he w a s  i n  J a i l ,  as a c a p t i v e ,  and he t a l k e d  about  t h e  

I-+- Negroes. and he s i a d ,  those  Black people ,  you know, -%k&k l i k e  h e l l ,  
t h e y  b i g  and f a t ,  and you know how F i l i p i n o s  i s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s o  
b ig .  I t h i n k  he w a s . t a l k i n g  about  t h e s e  b i g  husky Negroes, a c t u a l l y  
F i l i p i n o s  w i l l  sometimes s a y  f a t  when t h e y  j u s t  mean l a r g e ,  t h e y  a r e  
s o  s m a l l  sometimes themselves.  T4-y f a t h e r  never  t & l d  me were t h e y  
took him, he d i d n ' t  know, he w a s  j u s t  ?n j a i l  f o r  s i x  months, he was 
j u s t  a k i d  then. He was b i g  enough t o  c a r r y  a gun so t h e y  t cok  him. 
But he d i d n ' t  have a gun, so  he thought  he w a s  n o t  g u i l t y .  My a u n t i e  
and my grandmother were ZM laughing about  t h i s  because i n s t e a d  of 
running  away t o  h ide  he walked out  and met them, and h i s  cous in  was 
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him away from t h e r e ,  b u t  because he c o u l d n ' t  g e t  him 
away t h e n  h i s  cous in  r an .  

\!hat was t h e  g e n e r a l  impression of t h e  Amercian p e ~ p l e  then.  
P: It w a s  mixed. 28xwxx yVu know t h e  reason t h  e l i n g s  were 
z x e d  because some of t h e  Americans were Bind of a l s o ,  and t h e y  
mere k ind  of running  around t h  c a t c h  t h e  g i r l s ,  you see  it goes 
a g a i n s t  t h e  morbl p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  F i l i p i n o s ,  because i f  t h e  g i r l  
wants you i t s  O.K, , b u t  i f  you go around and k i s s  them, then  t h e  ,' 
d o n ' t  want t h a t  because it looks  l i k e  you a r e  f o r c i n g  . But then  



f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t h e y  were good. A f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  no t  d u r i n g  t h e  
w a r .  They were good then  because t h e y  were be ing  compared wi th  t h e  
Span ia rds ,  See when you s a y  good you g o t  t o  have some kind  of a  
n e g a t i v e  example t o  make it good, Good compared t o  what, So t h e  
s t a n d a r d  was t h e  Span ia rd ,  and t h e  Spaniard  was no good t o  t h e  
F i l i p i n o s ,  b u t  t h e  Americans were b e t t , e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wh p t h  y 

& r d  & a ~ d  
b u i l t  t h e  schoo l s  and t h e  begin  t o  pu t  up some r o a d s . ,  t hen  t h e y  
begin  t o  p u t  t h e  h o s p i t a l s , t h e n  what d i d  t h e  Spaniards  do,, n o t h i n g ,  
t h e y  use  t o  s a y  t h a t  if you going t o  meet a  Spaniard  you g o t  t o 1  
f a l l  down on your knees because i f  you d o n ' t  t h e  d r i v e r  w i l l  be a b l e  

j'OO t o  wip you i f  you d o n ' t ,  When t h e  Spaniard  p a s s  by you b e t t e r  g e t  
ddwn, t h a t ' s  what t h e y  were saying ,  My grandmother was say ing  t h i s  
and t h e n  my grandmother was white  a l s o ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  understand 
why she w a s  doing  t h a t ,  t r e a t e d  t h a t  way, when she even looked white .  
L: Were t h e r e  a l o t  of b i g  Spanish l and  owners i n  you a r e a ?  
ILI 

: There were,  b u t  I w a s  not  w i l l  aqu in ted  w i t h  them, I know some 
z l i p i n o s  t h e r e ,  t h e i r  name was Guerro,  t h e y  aim a b i g  t r a c k  of 
l a n d  t h e r e ,  k ind  o f  a f o r e s t ,  b u t  s e e ,  t h e y  a r e  Mestizo,  t h e y  look 
m a r e  white  t h a n  F i l i p i n o s ,  and t h e n  a l s o  some from Bigan, you could  
s e e  t h e  com%lexion, t h e s e  a r e  t h e  guys t h a t  own l a n d ,  and I t h i n k  
way back on my grandmothers s id-e ,  ; I t h i n k  t h a t  t h  ey must have 
owned l a n d ,  b u t  you s e e  t h e y  owned l a n d . t h e n ,  b u t  then  t h e y  d i v i d e d  
s o  many c h i l d r e n ,  and s t i l l  my f a t h e r  g o t  more l and  than  most of 
them did&x. 
L; Did your  p a r e n t s  encourage you t o  go t o  school?  
P: See ,  i t ' s  k ind  of funny,  I t o l d  you t h a t  my f a t h e r  was s i c k l y ,  
v 
s o  he f e l t  t h a t  I could  watch o r  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  caraboas ,  cause 
we g o t  some ca raboas ,  b u t  then  I missed a  y e a r  of school  because 
my f a t h e r  won't  l e t  me go and t h e  o t h e r s  my age have gone t o  school  
one y e a r  a l r e a d y ,  My age had come up t o  go t o  school  bu t  he won't l e t  
me go, And then  my mother d i d n ' t  know any b e t t e r  e i t h e r  bu t  she was 
kind  of sympatht ic  w i t h  mezx, b u t  she  knew a l s o  t h e  r e s p o n c i b i l i t e s ,  
t h a t  my f a t h e r  c o u l d n f t  t a k e  c a r e  o f ,  Then sometimes I would b e ,  
t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of my a g e ,  a sk ing  them what t h e y  were doing  
s o  t h e y  t e l l  me. So t h e  nex t  y e a r  I was k ind  of wondering, I was 
w a i t i n g  f o r  them t o  t e l l  me t o  go t o  schoo l ,  bu t  t h e y  w o h e n ' t ,  
and I t o l d  them t h a t  I wanted t o  go t o  s c h o o l ,  bu t  t h e y  s a i d ,  "Ya, 
w e l l ,  what about t h e  c a r a b ~ a s " ~ ' ~ ~  So, because t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t o  me 
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I had t o  s t i l l  look a f t e r  them caraboea ,  I was small. My caraboas  
were t i e d  up ,  b u t  you g o t  ho t  weather ,  and i f  i t ' s  t o o  ho t  t h e  
caraboa  w i l l  g u f f e r  t h e r e ,  s o  you must b r i n s  him t o  t h e  shade 
d u r i n g  k& noon t ime.  However, I decided  t o  go t o  schoo l ,  and I 
went and I d i n ' t  t e l l  my parent*@ . I g o t  some r e l a t i v e s ,  my 
f a t h e r s  c o u s i n s ,  and t h e n  t h e y  drop by and t a l k  and l augh ,  and t h e n  
my p a r e n t s  were a s k i n g  about s c h o o l ,  t h e n  t h e y  t o l d  B h ~ m x  'em t h a t  

.Y 

I was t h e r e ,  and my mother w a s  l aughing and my f a t h e r  w a s  laughing. 
I j u s t  went. Then when I was i n  grade f o u r ,  my mother d i d n ' t  want 
me t o  go agian .  So I wrote a l e t t e r  t o  my t e a c h e r ,  d o n ' t  drop me o u t  
s e e  because I d o n ' t  want t o  q u i t  school .  My t e a c h e r  was a  f r i e n d  of 
my Uncle,  k ind  of a mest izo t o  t h a t  guy and maybe t h a t ' s  why t h e y  
ewere B~xar&s very  good f r i e n d s  t o o ,  s o  he came around and t a l k e d  
t o  my f a t h e r ,  and t o l d  him t h a t  I should go t o  schoo l ,  my f a t h e r  w a s  
k i n d  of ashamed, he r e s p e c t e d  t h e  u n c l e ,  s o  he l e t  me go again.  
My t e a c h e r  would ask  mF what I was do ing ,  ~ s ~ x ~ ~ 2 2 x m g x ~ g x % x k k ~ ~  
Zxxhm2&xgax8nx~~hmd and t h a t  I should go t o  schoo l  , b u t  by f a t h e r  
s a i d  mo, u n t i l  my u n c l e  went t o t a l k  t o  him, Then a f t e r  t h a t  my 
f a t h e r  sa id ,  "Well, son ,  you want t o  go t o  s c h o o l ,  w e l l ,  g e t  
s e r i o u s ,  and d o n ' t  s top" .  Then he took t h e  oppos i t e  viewi L& (I. 
I was t h a t  k ind  of a guy t h a t  I d o n ' t  joke ,  I was ve ry  s e r i o u s ,  and 

w 0 I l i s t e n  t o  him and when he a s k  me k ind  of 'something I answer him 
i n  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  way. So ,  I s a y  "Ya, I want t o  t o  go t o  schoo l  
Be SEE had t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  caraboas  b u t  when I d o n ' t  go t o  schoo l  
I t a k e  c a r e  of them. And when I g o t  i n t o  t h e  f i f t h  grade he d i d n ' t  
want me x t o  s top .  

But t h e n  when I was i n  t h e  f i f t h  g r a d e ,  i n  Pangasinan,  t h e n  I have 
s t o p  aga in  because I blame my u n c l e ,  I was t h e r e  and he d i d n ' t  know 
v e r y  much what t o  do. While t h e  schoo l  w a s  goind on I t r a n s f e r r e d  
b u t  I had my' t r a n s c i p t  back where I came frorn, b u t  my unc le  d i d  n o t  
h e l p  me, he thought  t h a t  I was s t i l l  young, he c razy  you know, he 
d o e s n ' t  make sknse ,  s o  I l o s t  one y e a r  a g a i n ,  s o  I r e p e a t e d  a y e a r ,  
when I went backk I was s t i l l  i n  t h e  f i f t h  grade.  Then I passed 
every  y e a r ,  mz& and when I went t o  Linguyan l o r  one y e a r  and Bigan, 
and my c l a s s  mates b e f o r e ,  t h e y  were no f a t h e r  t h a n  1 w a s ,  ;some of 
them were s t i l l  i n  t h e  same c l a s s  and some of them were even behind. 

But I developed a s e r i o u s  v$ay of c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i n g s  wxd and s o  I 



began t o  r e a l l y  t h i n k ,  s e r i o u s l y ,  because I wanted t o  go t o  schoo l  
and know X d i d n ' t  have t h e  means, and t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I was 
doing was t h a t  I took up t h e  normal schoo l ,  i n  t h e  h igh  schoo l  i n  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  you g o t  t h e  normal and t h e  g e n e r a l s  course.  When 
you a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l s  you a r e  suppose t o  prepare  f o r  a longer  
c o u r s e ,  l i k e  be ing  a  d o c t o r ,  o r  aan accountant  o r  a  lawyer. When 
you t k e  t h e  mormal course  you a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  t each .  And s e e  i n  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  t h e y  look up t o  t h e  government f o r  employment, i t ' s  .. 
n o t  l i k e  h e r e  where you have s o  many jobs ,  c r e a t e d  by p r i v a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  

we d i d n ' t  have t h o s e ,  b u t  i t s  f o r  s u r e  t h a t  i f  you a r e  n o t  do dumb 
you can p a s s  and t h e n  I can t e a c h .  So ,  I was doing  it f o r  s e c u r i t y  
i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  I l i k e  t o  t e a c h ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would-bother  me b u t  
what I wanted was t o  g e t  ahead,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  means, s o ,  my 
f a m i l y  s t i l l  has a  p i e c e  of p r o p e r t y ,  t h e n  I wold it , I used t h a t  
money t o  come t o  t h e  United S t a e s ,  b u t  it w a s  n o t  even enough and 
I found a l i t t l e  b i t  more, 
C :  T e l l  us  about  any f r i e n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  f a m i l y  t h a t  you knew: - 
P: The o n l y  t h a t  I g o t  was somehow r e l a t e d  t o  me, b u t  we were about  &=- 
t h e  same age ,  he was a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r ,  b u t  he could n o t  s t a y  v e r y  
long because h i s  f a m i l y  went t o  Cagayan, a n o r t h e r n  province ,  s o  we 
g o t . s e p a r t e d  you s e e ,  h i s  name w a s  Juan B i l l a m i n ,  he was a cous in  
t o  my mother,  Then l a t e r  on we wnet t o  .Pagansinan, and I g o t  a l o t  
of f r i e n d s ,  you s e e . 1  t h a t  k ind  of a  person', t h a t  I make f r i e n d s  al-  
most i n s t a t n l y ,  when I start t a l k i n g ,  you know I can g e t  i n ,  wkn 
Well-, t h e y  l i k e d  me a l l  r i g h t  b u t  t h e  t r o u b l e  was when we were going 
t o  schoo l  t h e y  could  n o t  p a s s ,  and I t d  keep p a s s i n g ,  s o  I l e f t  them, 
So I develpoed o t h e r  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  long because I had been 
going from one p l a c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  b e c a m e  of 

~ ' 0 2  
t h e  l i f e  l o t s  of k i d s  would1 j u s t  go f o r  a  s o r t  t ime and then  drop 

5 o u t  , 
. . 

I ' m  t a l k i n g  abou-t my b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  s o ,  aga in  I l e a r n e d  something 
t h t  even i f  you have ve ry  good f r i e n d s  you ~ ~ O V J ,  when you a r e  n o t  
e q u l a l l y ,  men ta l ly  g i f t e d ,  o r  something, you k ind  of s e p m a t e ,  . 
v e r y  soon,  you know something he d o e s n ' t  kcow, and t h e n  when you 
a r e  t l a k i n g  b-mxm k b- 

- A l e  w i l l  & s j u s t  l i s t e n i n g ,  and t h e n  i n  t h e  
he n e x t  y e a r  8- w i l l  be i n  t h e  one grade and y o u l l l l  be h i g h e r , .  

C?' Row do you f e e l  a'oout t h i s  whole t h i n g ,  i s  t h a t  j u s t  th.e way it 
0 

always i s ,  t h a t  people who a r e p t  equa l  g e t  s e p a r a t e d  i n  a  compet i t ive  
s o c i e t y ,  
F: Ya, t h e y  g e t  s e p a r a t e d ,  because you s e e  t h e  poor guy looks  f o r  
.To.rr 



somebody who go in  t o  s t i  k  t o  him, and somebod$ who xx i s  smar te r  
can n o t  s t a y  long ,wi th  him, because.  

Is t h a t  a s i g n  o r  semtem of a compet i t ive  s o c i e t y ?  
P: The need,your l i n e  of i n t e r e s t s ,  I th5mk you should be i c t e r e s t e d  
BD i n  some l i n e  t o o ,  t o  mainta in  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I had been always 
going wi th  a guy, he could  n o t  p a s s ,  and I l e f t  him and when Ipwent t o  
h igh  schoo l  he i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s i x t h  grade.  You j u s t  c a n ' t  keep a 
f r i e n d s h i p .  and t h e n  t h e  06% t h e y  were n o t  s o  c l o s e ,  b u t  we were 
f r i e n d s .  Then t h e r e  was ano the r  one,  who was a ve ry  n i c e  person,  -% 

very  l o y a l  t o  me, he a l s o  was n o t  s o  smart, b u t  he w a s  good, b u t  t h e  
t r o u b l e  w a s  he could  n o t  make it and t h e n  I l e f t ,  and I came t o  t h e  
United s t a t e s .  Nobody went through s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of schoo l  wi th  me, 
because I w a s  changing schoo l s  and I k e p t  pass ing .  Iwould have t o  
make new f r i e n d s  every  yea r f  . 

You s e e  I ' m  t a k i n g  about t h e  grade  schoo l ,  t h e y  could  n o t  p a s s ,  
and I l e f t  them t h e r e ,  and t h e n  I went t o  h igh  school .  

School  w a s  f o u r  y e a r s  b u t  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  I went through t h e  
t h i r d  year .  I n  h igh  schoo l  I had f r i e n d s  who were wi th  me f o r  a 
couple o f b e a r s ,  b u t  t h e n  aga in  I met new f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
when I had t o  t r a n s f e r  again.  So my good f r i e n d s ,  my c l o s e  f r i e n d s  
we d i d  n o t  s t a y  t o g e t h e r ,  because I went t o  ~ 1 8 ~ - l s x  o t h e r  p laces .  
C :  Why were you t r a n s f e r i n g  schoo l s  a l l  t h e  t ime?  - 
P: It w a s  o u t  of convience,  you n u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  almost every- - 
t h i n g  we g o t  was almost  gone. and t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  some 

606 expences from w a s  i n  I l l o c o s  S u r ,  s o  I went t o  I l l o c o a  S u r ,  you know, 
because t h e  money t h a t  t h e y  would g i v e ,  f o r  t h e a t  l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y  w a s  
l e f t  t h e y  could  n o t  pay it a l l ,  s o  t h e y  k ind  of r i s k e d  i t ,  I d i d n ' t  
und.erstnad t h e  r i s k  b e f o r e ,  and as I needed t h e  money now t h e y  would 
g i v e  me some, s e e ,  a l i t t l e  amount u n t i l  t h e y  pa id  it a l l .  I w a s  
a x ~ @ n a j u s t  l u c k l y  t o  be a b l e  t o  go t h a t  f a r .  

l& Did you handle t h e  money of t h e  f ami ly?  
Y a ,  i t  w a s  me, my p a r e n t s  took c a r e  of themselves,  because 

my grandmother g o t  l and  t h e r e ,  i n  Pangansinan, a f t e r  we moved t h e r e ,  

L When you moved t o  Pangansinan w a s  a l l  your l and  i n  Balong w a s  
a l r e a d y  s o l d ?  
g; Not y e t ,  s o  I w a s  t h e  one who r e a l l y  t e rmina ted  -the s a l e .  So 
when I made some f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h e n  I have t o  l e a v e  them 
because I have t o  go t o  Bigan, ano the r  grovince ,and t h e  r eason  why 
I went over  t h e r e ,  w e l l  I d i d n j t  go t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  cause 



A 

my mother d i d n ' t  want me t o  go, she wanted me t o  go t o  Lingayan, 
t he  c a p i t o l  of Pangaminan,  because it was c l o s e r  f o r  h e r ,  t o  see  
gnzzxrne, and then when I went t o  Bigan t h e  second yea r ,  it was more 
convinient  because I d i d n ' t  have t h e  money i n  my pocket ,  but  t o  
completely s a l e  a  smal l  p roper ty  f o r  my school ing bu t  I j u s t  a  
l i t t l e  by l i t t l e .  Then I got  my aun t i e  t he re . ,  my mothers s i s t e r ,  
ho was kind of -he lphng  me a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  bu t  she was a l s o  very poor,  

so  she could no t  do very  much, So -thatlsmy s i t u a t i o n  I got  i n .  
L: What kind of expenses d i d  you have f o r  school? e 
P: Well,  t h i s  i s  a  pub l ic  school ,  bu t  you have t o  buy your books, - 
you go t  t o  have something t o  e a t ,  your c l o t h e s & ,  s e e ,  i t ' s  kind 
of fwny over t h e r e ,  i t s  a  poor country bu t  then it i s  expensive 
j u s t  t o  go t o  school ,  they  curse  themselves,  t h a t s  why i t s  very  hard 
f o r  poor people,  i t ' s  a l r i g h t  wi th  the  r i c h  ones,  cause they  got  
t h e  money bu t  t he  poor ones t hey  can no t  ca t ch  up. And t h a t s  ve ry  
imbarrassing f o r  them, i t s  not  l i k e  here ,  even here i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  when they  come i n ,  people from c o l l e g e ,  you know, they  a r e  
no t  l i k e  t h a t ,  t hey  got  t i e s  and n i c e  h a i r  c u t ,  they look l i k e  
~ e o p l e  who a r e  working i n  t he  bank, young p ro fe s s iona l  t ypes ,  bu t  now 
you g e t  a  p ro fe s so r ,  you won't know i f  he i s  t each ing  o r  n o t ,  be- 
exx cause he i s  dressed  up l i k e  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  EX& and t h e  s tuden t s  
a r e . d r e s s e d  up l i k e  t h e  farmworkers, so  what t h e  h e l l  you know, 
and sometimes t h e  guys got  h i s  d o c t o r a t e ,  you d o n ' t  know, and i t s  

7p good f o r  t h e  poor people. For Studnets .  ~ n a s e  they d o n ' t  need t o  
wear neck t i e s  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  and have c l ean  s u i t s  a l l  t he  time 
which c o s t  moneyxx, now t h e  middle c l a s s  people i t s  a l l  r e i g h t .  

TAPE #3 APRIL 9 ,  1976 ( con t )  
I ' m  t e l l i n g  you. 

P: The presen t  genera t ion  i s  very  revhlu-t ionary,  Because they  
& 
d o n ' t  want t o  conform with t h e  s t a t u s  quo . '  And s e e ,  you know 
sometimes you d o n ' t  g e t  a  h a i r c u t ,  you wear a  beard and t h i s  
and t h a t ,  you t h ink  you ' re  n o t ,  you know, it looks l i k e  i t ' s  
kind of an innocent th ing .  But r e a l l y ,  i n s i d e ,  behind t h a t ,  
i s  a  r evo lu t i ona ry  s p i r i t ,  The poeple who a r e  doing i t ,  some- 
t imes ,  t h e g l J ~ s t  i m i t a t e ,  l i k e  t h e  growers,you know, t he  gorwers' 
sons ,  they  grow beards l i k e  t h a t .  They do sometimes. But theg  
a r e  vary  conservatj-ve, They're  t he  people t h a t  d o n ' t  t h ink ,  

> People t h a t  kind of copy. 



.&;a%i.& I have been he re  f o r  f i f t y  yea r s .  And I know ( t h e  a t t i t u d e  towards 
%,3b c l o t h e s  has  changed.) ,  I know t h e  changes. I ' v e  been i n  t h i s  

coun t ry  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s .  
C: L e t ' s  back t rack  and cover  t h e  & x f f ~ ~ m B  t ime when you were 
.c 

s t i l l  back a t  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  when you s t a r t e d  
going t o  schoo l ,  which you s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  u s  about .  You s a i d  

your d e b i s i o n  alome t o  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  was a 
choice  between t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  carabao.  o r  going t o  school .  
P: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You s e e  I d i d n ' t  even t e l l  them b e c a u s e . 1  knew 
p. 

they d i d n ' t  want me t o  go t o  school .  Because when I asked them, 
my mother,  she d i d n ' t  s a y  noth ing .  Oh my mother was say ing ,  . "Let him go," you $mow, t o  my f a t h e r .  But my f a t h e r  s a i d :  
"YO; go t o  schoo l  o r  n o t ,  y o u ' l l  l e a v e  anyway," you see .  T h a t ' s  
what he thought .  He took a s  exzrnples t h i s  animals .  They even 
i t ~ a x  l i v e  add t h e y  c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  a s  a  human being  does. So 

~f l -yq  if t h e y  can l i v e ,  you can l i v e  t o o  (wi thout  e d u c a t i o n ) ,  t h a t ' s  
t h e  way he thought ,  He d i d n ' t  t h i n k  educa t ion  was t o o  important .  
There was no reason  f o r  him t o  t h i n k  so.  He was uneducated 
h imse l f .  
L: What o t h e r  f a c t o r s  motivated you t o  go t o  schoo l  o t h e r  t h a n  - 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your f r i e n d s  went? 
P: Why d i d  I want t o  go t o  schoo l?  Well ,  you s e e ,  I g o t  some i d e a s  - 
about  people t h a t  I s a w .  Before I went t o  s c h o o l ,  I saw some people 
~ h o  seemed t o  be educated ,  you s e e ,  They were re spec ted .  Some 
t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  community, and some lawyers.  Bug $ f t v ~ g  seldom 
t h a t  I s a w  l a y y e r s ,  I g o t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i f  I g o t  X B ~ E  educa t ion ,  
B&~&kb;k$n,Bn4&n: "" Eeah, I had t h a t  idea .  
G :  You were ve ry  young, t h e n ,  when you had t h i s  idea?  
P 

P: Yeah, because you s e e ,  nobody was gu id ing  me. See I d o n ' t  have 
P 

anybody educated i n  my fami ly .  And my uncle  was f a r  away, you see .  
L: You must have been 8 y e a r s  o l d  when you were t h i n k i n g  about  * 
t h i s ,  r i g h t ?  (when) 
P. R igh t ,  Y o u ' l l  be su rpk i sed .  My f a t h e r  was t a l k i n g  about r e a l  > 
e s t a t e ,  and I could n o t  b e l i e v e  , . . he 'd  s a y ,  w e l l ,  my p r o p e r t y  
i s  probably  from h e r e  t o  h e r e ,  B ~ E E E  from t h e r e  t o  t h e r e ,  you s e e :  
and I ' d  j u s t  look around. Be s a i d  t o  me when you g o t  p r o p e r t y ,  
y o u ' r e  gonna have problems. But when you g o t  no problems, you 

g  o t  no problems, b u t  you a l s o  g o t  no th ing ,  you see .  Well ,  i t ' s  
t r ~  e When you g o t  p r o p e r t y ,  ;you @&E something t o  p r o t e c t ,  and t h o  



you know, and t h o s e  arepxh problems. 
C: When you s a i d  you looked around when your f a t h e r  was t e l l i n g  
gr 

you t h a t  h i s  p r o p e r t y  was from h e r e  t o  he re  and from t h e r e  t o  
t h e r e ,  what were you f e e l i n g  about  kkx t h i s ?  
P: Kind of impressed me. But even i f  he d i d n ' t  t e l l  me, I knew. 
v 

The f e n c e  was t h e r e .  But I d i d n ' t  know where h i s  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  
s t a r t e d  and where t h e y  ended. And I lea rned  t h i s  from him. But 
$ s e e ,  p r o p e r t y  was r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  my head then ,  Because 
people who go* p r o p e r t y  were r i c h .  
C: Did you t h i n k  t h e n  t h a t  educa t ion  would g e t  you more p roper ty?  
e id-e a P: Yeah. I g o t  t h a t  ~ : B & ~ ~ ~ % = ~ ~ ~ P X & ~ P R I ~ I = B ~  t h e  g e n e r a l  X B I ~ E H L E . ~ B R  - - 
t h a t  I g o t  was t h i s ,  t h a t  you g o t  t o  f i g u r e  ou t  yourse l f  how t o  
g e t  p r o p e r t y  f o r  you, f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  t o o ,  you see .  Like t h e  o t h e r s ,  

%YO you know. Now i f  y o u ' r e  gonna work h a r d ,  f o r  
y o u r s e l f  XB o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I g o t  t h a t  k ind  of f e e l i n g ,  
O r  even i f  I d i d n ' t  know what it was a l l  about .  But I g o t  t h a t  
g e n e r a l  sense .  Because I heard about  t h i s  r i c h  people ,  and t h e n  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e y  g o t  lawyers ,  and t h e y  g o t  t h i s  and 8 h H ~  t h a t ,  
And t h e y  were educated ,  you see .  So somebody who was educated 
must be b e t t e r  o f f .  I g o t  t h a t  g e n ~ a a l  sense .  Otherwise I d i d n ' t -  

I 

know what educa t ion  could  do. 
C: What was your f i r s t  school?  Where was i t ?  .c 

P: That w a s  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  i n  t h e  b a r r i o .  I n  Saoang. U n t i l  
OI 

t h e  f o u r t h  grade ,  My f i r s t  t e a c h e r  w a s  a  goddamn ho t  temper. 
e a t  Oh he kxs a  l i b %  of guys. He b e a t  me once. Because I rt5xtwfkxft~rnw 

was i n  xcarnE t r o u b l e  w i t h  some guys,  I t h i n k .  And he made me 
s t and  ou t  t h e r e  and t h e n ,  he b e a t  me h e r e ,  r i g h t  here' ( p o i n t i n g  

t o  t h i g h  of r i g h t  l e g ) .  With a s t i c k .  It was k ind  of d i s c i p l i -  
na ry  t h i n g ,  And he was blaming me. But$&$ t h e  o t h e r  guy was 
f r e e .  Then he t r i e d  t o  kind of l e a v e  me t h e r e  and t h e  school  
was over  and he go home and l e f t  me t h e r e ,  you know. (Laughs 
k~zBkk;y h e a r t i l y ) .  I was too  smal l  and I d i d n ' t  know, you see .  
I f  I were o l d e r ,  I w ~ ~ k d - w k B  d . i d n t t  g i v e  a  s h i t  i f  he l e f t  me 
ther:e o r  no t .  But t h e n  I d i d n ' t  want t o  be L e f t  a long t h e r e  by 
myself e i t h e r .  So I s t a r t e d  c r y i n g ,  and he l e t  me go. But t h e  
way he was t h e  b e a t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  guys,  it  was because t h e y  d i d n ' t  
know t h e  l e s s o n s .  And even when th, ings were r e p e a t e d ,  t h e y ,  you 
know how it w a s .  And it was i p  Engl ish  a-nd t h e  k i d s ,  t h e y  were 
no t  born t o  speak Engl ish .  F i r s t  g rade ,  and t h e y ' r e  suppose t o  
WE3 



speak Engl ish .  
2. Did you s tudy  a l o t  a t  home? 
P: Well ,  someway, yeah. 
rr 
L: How d i d  you f e e l  about l e a r n i n g  Engl ish?  Did you l i k e  i t ?  
e=- 

P: It was okay. I d i d n ' t  have much problem. % E B ~ ~ E  
qs 

hat depends 
upon t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  people towards t h e  language,  you s e e .  
Now, E n g l i s h  was popu-lar then.  Everybody educated was i n  E n g l i s h  
e x c e p t  t h e  o l d  one, you know. And you d o n 1 t . h a v e  much r e s p e c t  
f o r  t h e  o l d  ones because t h e y  d i d n ' t  do any th ing ,  you s e e .  And 

i n t r  uc in  t h e  Americans d i d  something, l i k e  ps8&xxmggpublic s c h o o l s ,  
and p u t  some r o a d s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and something l i k e  t h a t ,  you 
know, s o  I t h i n k  t h a t  Eng l i sh  i s  b e t t e r .  Your e v a l u t i o n  was 
l i k e  t h a t ,  yousee. I f  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  good a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  
t h e n  i t ' s  no good. So I d i d n ' t  have any problems wi th  t h e  
language. 
C:  Mere t h e r e  o t h e r  teachkns  you remember from t h a t  f i r s t  school?  - 
P: No. They could  n o t  p u n i s h  me v e r y  much. I w a s  always a l l  

@=ma 

r i g h t .  I w a s  k ind  of r e b e l l i o u s  i n  schoo l  a l s o .  When I w a s  i n  
h i g h  schoo l  I w a s  suspended. I g o t  a t e a c h e r .  She kind of 
~ ~ k k k ~ h ~ r 2  punlshed me abd we s tood  up i n  c l a s s .  Because I was 
2xwa always t e a s i n g  people ( l a u g h ) ,  and then  I made some guys 
the&!'y%@hing, you know. The t e a c h e r  w a s  k ind  of o l d  fashioned.  
When we use t o  h a v e .  ou-r h i s - to ry  o r  something, I f o r g o t .  t h e  subs  
j e c t ,  and t h e y  would appoin t  somebody &8/?8t!ate t h e  c i t y  o r  some 
townsin t h e  map ~ ? ~ & / E P H & ~ Y - L ~  you know. And even when she wouldn't  
c a l l  me, I would j u s t  go t h e r e  and then  somebody would s a y  
"That Vera Cruz, you know , "  and u n t i l  I g e t  bawled o u t ,  you know. 
I was punished l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. And then  she  Bn3dxm~q 
punished me and I d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  go t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  
I go t  a l e t t e r  t o  drop. And I j u s t  p remedi t a t ed ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
planned it .  She s a i d  "Don't go ,  and come back h e r e , "  bu t  I 
d i d n ' t  pay a t + n e t i o n  and I went. When I came back,  she s e n t  me 
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and t h e y  suspend.ed me f o r  thee 
o r  fours -  days.  And i t  a f f e c t e d  my grades .  

Where d i d  you go a f t e r  your f o u r t h  grade?  
P: I went t o  Asingan, Pangasinan. I was i n  t h e  f i f t h  grade  t h e r e ,  
e- 
because I r e p e a t e d  f i f t h  grade .  I r e p e a t e d  f i f t h  grade because my 
uncle  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  me t o  s c h o o l ,  you know. He s a i d  you can w a i t .  ,' 



He was crazy. So I wasted one year .  And so  I went and my fix 
f r i e n d s  i n  t& b a r r i o ,  you know, were going t o  school ,  going 
t o g e t h e r ,  bu t / I  s a i d  t h a t  my b e s t  f r i e n d s  were t he  ones t h a t  

.were not  passing., you see. Because t h e  o t h e r s  were pass ing  
but  t hey  were no t  my b e s t  f r i e n d s .  They were from o ther  p laces .  
And so  I was t he  only  one going aaay from the re .  I cannot 
.even remember w k ~ s ~ x  i n  bhat  small  p lace  where we were coming 

. f rom,  I was t he  only ,  t h e  o the r s  stopped. Oh, t h e r e  was another  
one t h e r e ,  pass ing and was good; and t h e r e ' s  another  one. 'But  
the o t h e r s  t h a t  we were going wi th ,  they  were no t  passing.  So 
I l e f t  them. Then I went t o  h igh school  I had t o  leave  town. 
I s tayed wi th  my grandmother again  f o r  a  year .  Then a f t e r  one 
year ,  a s  I s a i d ,  it was conveninace aga in ,  because I d i d n ' t  have 
he  money i n  my pocket and we were s e l l i n g  the  l a s t  p iece  of 
p roper ty  there.xw& I so ld  t h a t  p roper ty  myself ,  on my own i n i t i a t i v e .  
 cause I got  no more money. My f a t h e r  s a i d  "You go t h e r e  and 

s e l l  t h e  property."  They d i d n ' t  know anything about ".minori-ty" 
then.  My f a t h e r ,  my mother, they d i d n t  t know anything about 
a  llminortl. They thought ,  we l l ,  even though I was young, I had 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  it because I had t h e i r  permission. But t h e  
people i n  I l ocos  Sur d i d n ' t  know f o r  a  f a c t  i f  I was given 
permission o r  no t  because my f a t h e r  was i n  L inga j  7 en. 
- - .  

e r e  s l l inm the  C :  What was your fami ly  l i v i n g  on t hen ,  i f  $ @ ~ # s n ~ s s % ~ x x w ~ x  $51 - 
I l ~ ~ n ~ x w x s x $ ~ k n g x x ~ k & 2 x  land? 
P: Oh, they  a l r e a d l y  l i v e d  i n  another  place.  And my grandmother - 
got  some proper ty  t he re .  But you see ,  when my grandmother 
a t e ,  my f a t h e r  a t e ,  t oo ,  you know. So t h a t ' s  t he  way i t  is. 
I f  my grandmother got  something t o  e a t ,  w e l l ,  my f a t h e r  w i l l  
have something t o  e a t ,  t oo ,  because t h a t ' s  h i s  mother. 
C: Your f a t h e r  was not  a  very  ambitious man, was he? 
.p 

P: He was s i ck .  He was very  ambitious i n  the  beginning,  I heard ,  - 
because he was buying proper ty ,  you know. But you s e e ,  t h a t  
s i cknes s  c u t  him o f f .  I n  t he  beginning,  he overdid i t ,  when 
he g e t  s i c k ,  you see.  
C :  Where was t h e  school  you went t o  xw i n  your 2nd year  i n  high school  - &lr\+, yo- t v i . k f . w  7. 
P; About two years  l a t e r  i n  Rigan, and I was bordlng,  and t h e r e  was - 
a poor fami ly ,  t h a t  a  some of our r e l a t i v e s  were r e l a t e d  t o ,  t he  o ld  
k d y ,  o v e r x k h s ~ ~ : y x x ~ t h e r e ,  so  I was t h e r e  too.  

i 



L: Why d i d  you move t o  Vigan, because you were l i v i n g  w i t h  your - 
Grandmother 
Fa Oh w e l l ,  s ee  because I s a i d  t h a t  becasuse s e e  t h e  money i s  coming 
0 

from %a I l l o c o s  S u r ,  s o  i f  I s t a y  i n  Vigan a I ' l l  be g e t t i n g  t h e  
money from t h e r e ,  s e e  because t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h e r e .  
2 Were t h e r e  some impor tant  t e a c h e r s  i n  High school?  

fiCY F; That was i n  t h e  b a r r i o ,  i n  I l l o c o s  S u r ,  Cabino S o l i v a n ,  t h a t  was 
Bs 
my t e a c h e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f g r a d e ,  He t a l k  d  t o  my f a t h e r  and then  he s e n t  

-. 

me back t o  s c h o o l ,  remember when my f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  want me t o  go back 
t o  school .  

I had some American t e a c h e r s  i n  h ighschool ,  t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  I 
can remember i n  Ligayan was a I d a  M a r t h e r ,  she  was from Montana, 
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she s a i d  she was German. She was an american .but  wi th  German p a r e n t s .  
She was ve ry  good, v e r y  n i u e ,  and she  was say ing  yous go t  t h e  wrong 
empression about t h e  americans,  i n  genera lcause  she  saidAmercians a r e  
n o t a l l  r i c h ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of poor s t u d e h t s  t o o ,  and t h e n  t h e y  work 
t h e i r  way through school .  She was haonest  about  it. b u t  t h e n  t h e  
mis take ,  was t h a t  t h e  r a c i a l  f a c t o r  w a s  n o t  f i g u r e d  i n ,  because we 
d d n ' t  know anyth ing  about p r e j u d i c e  then  when I was i n  High school  
i n  t h e  P H i l i p p i n e s ,  she  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about i t ,  and so  I thought  t h a t  
what she  s a i d  was t r u e ,  you know, i f  you work hard you can make it. 
But t h e n  when you have t h a t  r a c i a l  f a c t o r  involved then  i t s  harder .  
But she  w a s  h o n e s t , - o f c o u r s e  she  d i d n ' t  w a ~ t  t o  say  t h a t  awctx I guess  
and more over you g o t  t o  unders tand Montana. She people i n  Montana 
a r e  n o t  as pregjudice a s  people from C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h a t  i s  p a r c e l y  
popu la ted ,  and s e e  when you have t o o  many pepple concen t ra ted  i n  a 

e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n ,  kx your problems a r e  a l s o  i n t e n s i y i e d  because of t h e  
compet i t ion  f o r  jobs ,  t h e r e f o r e  even people who a r e  no t  t h i n k i n g  a$ains 
you w e l l  be in f luenced  by o t h e r s  aaying t h a t ,  P h i l i p  $ i t  t h a t  job s o  
you g o t  no job. 

The American t e a c h e r s s  weren ' t  always say ing  t h a t  America i s  apple  
p i e  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  b u t  t h e y  were t a l k i n g  about j o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

30° and g e n e r a l l y  speaking  t h e y  were r i g h t  a l s o ,  comparing t o  opporGu-nityes 
in the and here,  even t h a t  i s  my count ry  where I was born 
see  my o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  c l o s e d  over  t h e r e ,  a l s o ,  I g o t  more he re  
even i f  I ' m  p re jud iced .  So you go t  t o  be hones t  about it.  It i s  no t  
because you a r e  d i s c r i n a t e d  cause of t h e  r a c i a l  f a c t o r  BxB t h a t  you 
always s a y  t h a t  i t s  b e t t e r  t h e s e  when i t s  w o r s t ,  i t s  b e t t e r  here .  
The on ly  t h i n g  i s  you keep on f i g h t i n g  f o r  more r i g h t s  t h a t  we aze 



suppose t o  have. And then we w i l l  be b e t t e r  and b e t t e r  and b e t t e r .  
Because you see  about 50 years  of being here  i n  t h e  United Ska~mtxx 
S t a t e s ,  t h e r e  was no F i l i p i n o  i n  t h e  Bank, t h e r e  was no F i l i p i n o  

i h ;  I - .  

/2,L 7.1 i n  school  t e ach ing ,  a t  t h e  t ime;  now you f i n d  them teach ing  now, working 
c- / i n  t h e  bank now, but  then  t h e  ch i l d r en  of those  people who go t  no 

chance then.  You s e e ,  i f  I wanted t o  marry a  white g i r l ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  
a n t  t o  l e t  me marry he r .  Well even you, i f  you wanted t o  marry L i l i a ,  
i f  she were he re  t hen ,  they  won't  l e t  you, i t s  t h e  same way. Now 3 2 4  
i f  I want t o  marry a  white g i r l ,  i t ' s  my bus iness  you know,.- 

S't3 and then  i f  you want t o  marry L i l i a ,  you d i d ,  i t s  @ r i g h t  as long 
a s  L i l i a  l i k e s  it and you l i k e  her .  See t h e  change. 

The t h i n g  i s  even when you see  t h e  dec i s i ons  of t h e  supreme cou r t  
t h a t  a r e  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  and b e t t e r ,  even t h e  conserva t ive  j u s t i c e s  
they  dec ides  a  l i t t l e  b i t  more t o  t h e  poor people ,  why? Because t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  changing a l l  t h e  time. The p r e s su re  i s  g e t t i n g  g r e a t e r  
and g r e a t e r  and g r e a t e r ,  you s e e ,  sencrkble judges a r e  concerned about 
t h e i r  achievments f n  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t ' s  what they  a r e  concerned about 
and they  a r e  concerned about t h e  r i g h t  ddc i s ions .  Right? Espec i a l l y  
a s  they  we l l  be seen i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  t hey  a r e  looking a t  t h e  f u t u r e .  
S t i l l  l i k e  Warren, even t h e  o the r  J u t i c e s ,  ofcourse t h e s e  l l o u s y  
ones h e r e ,  you know, t hey  decide  f o r  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  l i k e  t h e  growers,  
bu t  t h e y  wel l  be very  much c r i t i z e d ,  they  a r e  a t t acked  by t h e  p r e s s ,  
i n  t h e f ~  b i g  d e a l s ,  l i k e  t h e  Los Angeles Times, They t ake  t h e  s i d e  
o the  s i d e  of t h e  farm workers,  ... 

Were t h e r e  any high school  swee t j  h e a r t s  before  y u  l e f t ?  
P: It was kind of funny,  t h a t  t h i n g  g o ~ s  through every  normal human -. be lng ,  you happen t o  s ee  someone, maybe you l i k e  h e r ,  she doesnt$ f 

MC 

even n o t i c e  you, r i g h t ,  o r  v i c e  v e r s a ,  and then  t h e r e  a r e  those  who you 
l i k e  and t hey  beg in ,  t hey  a l s o 1  l i ke .  you, t h e  only t h i n g  i s ,  t h e  
o@$ortune t imes  a r e  t h e r e . ,  and your custoine i n t e r f e r  and t h e  way you 
l i v e ,  you d o n ' t  have t h e  c a r s  t o  go p ick  he r  up,  go somewhere t o  t h e  
show o r  go somewhere e l s e .  And you go t o  t h e  show and they  send t h e  gr 
grandma, o r  t h e  s i s t e r  o r  b r o t h e r ,  a  chaperon. And then i f  you k i s s  
h e r  they  d o n ' t  want t o  t e l l  Mama, see .  Then she can n o t  come anymore 
a l l  t h e  t h i n g s ,  i t s  a l l  b u l l s h i t .  So, I went through t h e s e  t h i n g s  too .  
Now, I have seen a  number, and t h e r e  were people who were r e a l l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  me t o o ,  but  I d i d n ' t  want t o  be s e r i o u s  because f e e l  

. . k ind  of responc ib le .  I know go t  a  b ro the r  and. s i s t e r ,  and I know how 

yy fo$kz pone goxn, I kn u t h a t ,  so  I wanted t o  be  somebody. wan e  e3sone o  ,y,  you Rnow.. . 



and even i f  t h e  g i r l  g o t  something, no I d o n ' t  want,  I hold myself 
back. There were some g i r l s ,  t h e y  g o t  p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  I was poor s e e ,  
and I d i d n ' t  want t o  have i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  
s e r i o u s l y  involved w i t h  a r i c h  g i r l .  BecauseI t  1 be d r i v e n  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  I have t o  marry h e r .  You might t h i n k  t h a t  would h e l p  my 
s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r  and fami ly  bu t  you s c e  my p l a n s  were d i f f e r e n t .  
I wanted t o  m a k e ' i t  on my own. I met some r i c h  g i r l s ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  
p u r s u ~  them, I thought  it would make some problems, because those  
g i r l s  d i d n ' t  know me, we onJy met i n  schoo l ,  o fcourse  they '  could  .. 
t e l l  by t h e  c l o t h e s  I wore, cause t h e y  were n o t  fancy c l o t h e s ,  k ind  
of o l d  and s o ,  I could  n o t  r e a l l y  a f f o r d  t o  wear b e t t e r  ones. So 
whe cou ld  judge of t h a t .  Well as f a r ~ x  as i n  school  she would be 
proud i f  I could Se w i t h  h e r ,  bu t  t h e n  when we go t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
c o n s i d e r i n g  my c l o t h e s ,  my d r e s s ,  then  she  might be embarrassed. 

$1 w a s  ve ry  consc ious  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r o b l m s  t h a t  would come 
f m f r o m  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I f e l t  t h a t  I had a r e s p o n c i b l i t y  t o  t a k e  c a r e  
of my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r .  And I know i f  I g e t  marr ied t h e n  who i s  
going t o  hold  me and I can n o t  do what I want. MY p l a n  w a s  k ind  of  
imposs ib le  because you s e e  I wanted t o  be educated and t h e n  h e l p  my 
s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r ,  b u t  t h e n  whe'n I was 'going  t o  s h c l o o l  and w a s  
a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  U.S. kw it w a s  d e p r e s s i o n  t ime and I d i d n ' t  have no 
money2x'then my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  g o t  b igger  and my fath.ered d i e d  
and my mothr wrote and s a i d  my s i s t e r  s topped school  a l r e a d y ,  she  was 
o n l y  un second g rade ,  it b o t h e r s  me, you know, s e  I s t a r t e d  sending825 
a month, 820 a month - keep them going  - t h a t  was a l o t  i n  t h e  P h i l i -  
pp ines  t h e n ,  2 ' t o  1 a t  t h e a t  t i m e ,  50 .pesos could  t ake  c a r e  of a l o t  
and my s i s t e r  was on ly  i n  t h e  second grade and she s topped and my 
b ~ o t h e r  w a s  i n  a h i g h e r  grade because he passed my s i s t e r  because he 
kep t  going. Because of those  t h i n g s ,  even i f  I l i k e  ve ry  much t h e  
g i r l  I always t r i e d  v e r y  hard n o t  t o  g e t  t o o  involved.  But I da ted  
many g i r l s ,  when she  w a s  s u r e  you know, s o  we j u s t  go t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  
t h e n  I can n o t  go t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  t ime JLo7 , j u s t  meet to -  
g e t h e r  and t a l k .  J u s t  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  never  went t o  moviews. There 

-- were movies, I use t o  go ,  bu t  no wi th  g i r l s ,  t o  watch those  cowboys, 
t h e  s i l e n t  moviesx. 
L: You seemed t o  be v e r y  s e r i o u s ,  what k inds  of fun t h i n g s  d i d  you e 
do,  t h i n g s  i n  your s p a r e  t ime? 
P -  When I go t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  I was always working, b u t  i n  + 
t h e . p A i l i  n i n e s  I have been wi th  ny k f 2 k n 1 ~  f r i e n d s ,  I was p r e t t y  
s e r l o u s ,  f-'d go t o  s c h o o l ,  go home and i r * n ~ k  t a k e  c a r e  of t n e  



carabaos ,  and then sometimes when I had spare  t ime I g e t  my Uncle and 
take  a  walkjus t  around i n  t he  town. I remember we went t o  another  
town onetime. You see  my uncle d r e s s  up l i k e  a  r i c h  guy, and I was 

5.0' wearing my shoes , so  I was kind of l i k i n g  it a  l i t t l e  b i t  so we 
went t oge the r  but  I d i n ' t  l i k e  h i s  ways, t h a t ' s  what I was t e l l i n g  
you . 

When I was very young I use t o  t a l k  t o  t he  o lde r  people,  men, 
I was t e l l i n g  you about t ak ing  c a r e  of the lca raboas  and a l l  t h a t  
t h i n g ,  wel l  t h e  k i d s  a r e  i n  school  so  I got  t o  be t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  - 
people around, o ld  peopple,  and sometimes when they  a r e  no t  working 
o r  they a r e  working t h e r e  I t a l k  t o  them. 

When I acomes t o  maturktiy I th ink  I was mature f o r  my age. 
I use t o  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  express  my goa l s  and ambitions t o  mg 
f r i e n d s ,  they wouldn't understand,  t h a t ' s  why I was saying t h a t  you 
got  t o  r e l a t e  t o  something1 mutually t o  keep you toge ther  o r  e l s e  
h e ' s  no t  i n t e r e s t e d  and what you w i l l  be t a l k i n g  babout i s  something 
common. 
L: Were t hee re  o the r  f r i e n d s  you taked t o  who shared t he  same goa l s  - 
of going t o  t he  United S t a t e s ?  
P: To some people t h e a t  I t a lked  t o  they were not  r e a l l y  my c lose  

* ,  

f r i e n d s .  Because t he se  people go t  abb i t i on  l i k e  ou r s ,  they  got  
some means s e e ,  and I awas kind of f a r  from them, I happened t o  be 

I t 

t a l k i n g  t o  them i n  i n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s .  'hey a r e  t he  k ind of people 
t h a t  a r e  i s o l a t e d  from t h e  poorer  c l a s s .  And I t a l k  abput being a 
doctor  or.  a  lawyer,  but  amoung my c l a s s ,  my f r i e n d s  t he re  werenk't  
. t o  many peo>le who shared t he  mxasame ambitions.  They thought t h a t  

w hen they  pass  high school ,  no t  even anyone of them a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
going t o  o l l e g e ,  a l l  they cou d  t a l k  about ,  was going t o  schohl ,  
then when they  g e t  through with school  become t eache r s ,  and they w i l l  
be ghad i f  they  can f i n i s h  high school .  xdMy f a t h ~ r  was laughing once 
because t h e r e  was t h i s  t eacher  who had only f i n i s h e d  t he  f i r s t  
r a d e  ? they  pass  and they  become 
t e a c h e r s ,  EX SO t h a t  i s  why I was t e l l i n g  you t h a t  i f  I cou-ld not  
come t o  t he  United S t a t e s  I could t each ,  and then I can g e t  some 
money, I was going t o  Mindanoa t hen ,  my plan was i f  I can no t  cone 
t o  t he  United S t a t e s ,  I"1l go t o  Mindanao, I ' l l  teach  then I want t o  
buy proper ty  t he re .  Mindanao was l i k e  our f r o n t i e r ,  t h e r e  was t he  
most pub l ic  ~ x l a n d ,  and tha* was suppose t o  be the  f u t u r e  of the  
Ph i l i pp ines  a s  f a r  a s  expansion 's concerned j u s t  go t h e r e  and choice 
your l and ,  t h z t ' s  were my boother i s ,  he i s  a  lzwyer bhere,  h e ' s  &J 



bm been t h e r e  s i n c e  1950, i n  Zamboango. I have been f i g u r i n g  out  
I f  I f a i l  one way I w i l l  f a l l  t h e  o t b r  way. 

- L: P h i l i p ,  what happened t o  your m o t h e r . a f t e r  your f a t k r  d i e d ,  
P 

P: She d i e d ,  a t  f i r s t  my b r o t h ~ r  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me, my s s i s t e r  d i d n ' t  
y e l l  me, I d i d  g e t  a  l e t t e r  from my s i s t e r ,  %x bu t  I can n o t  even 
answer and it s a i d  t h a t  a it mentioned about my mother bu t  when& 
she d i e d  they  d i d n ' t  even t e l l  me. But my nephew i n  Cebu, who 
graduated  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  she was t h e  one who wrote me cause she 
went t o  my b r o t h e r s  house over t h e r e  i n  Mindanao and l ea rned  about  
my address .  She was t h e  one who t o l d  me.%B I d o n ' t  know what yea r  
th$ t  was, it was a long  -time ago'. I was a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  s t r i k e .  
E: When you were t a k i n g  about h igh  school  swee thear t s ,  you mentioned - 
about n o t i c i n g  somebody and t h a t  someone d o e s n ' t  even n o t i c e  you, 
d i d  t h i s  r e a l l y  'happen t o  you? 
P: something happened t h a t  I h e a r d ' t h a t  so  and s o  was t a l k i n g  about 
e=- 
me, and she was going n u t s ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  know anything about i t ,  
and I thought  it was t r u e  a l s o  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  could be a  g i r l  
could  be a man, t h e r e  were some g i r l s  t h a t  I see  t o o ,  who d i d n ' t  
n o t i c e  me, but  t hey  were t o  k i c h ,  you know t h e  way I look a t  them, 
and t hey  were b e a u t i f u l ,  you know, I l i k e  them. But I have my own 
f u t u r e  and they  d-on't f i t  i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .  
BL: Were t h e r e  p r i v a t e  schoo l s  then .  
P 
P: I n  Lingayan, ya,-a l o t  of t h e  r i c h  people go t o  t h e  . p r i va t e  schools :  
# 

t h i s  dance i n  Bigan, f o r  i n s t a n c e , t h e r e  w a s  one you know, 
she was weal thy,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  want because I dddn ' t  want t o  

b  e  he ld  down, because I go t  my f u t u r e  planned o u t ,  she d i d n ' t  propose 
t o  me, she d i d n ' t  s ay  anything bu t  you could t e l l .  She always s a y s ,  
"kJherets P h i l i p "  Everytime we go t o  schoo l ,  she  s ays ,  "Where's P h i l i p "  
and then  t h e r e  was ano ther  one, she  was s i t t i n g  he re  and I was s i t t i n g  
t h e r e ,  and she was alwags adv i s i ng  me t o  behave and a l l  t h a t ,  she 

/I@ w a s  ve ry  good , I l i k e  h e r ,  she looked weal thy ,  she looked r i c h  
There were d many g i r l s  i n  schoo l  then.  Maybe sometimes i t s  a break 
whenyou marry a r i c h  one 

TAP2 $4- APRIL 9-10 ( c o n t )  

There i s  a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  poor and t h e  r i ch . . .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  you were j u s t  a very  proud person...  

P. No, No, n o t  t h a t  way, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' m  ve ry  proud, I d i d n ' t  & J 
w ~ ~ t , & ~ n & n p o s e  my prob lezs  t o  someone e l s e ,  my f i g u r e  d i d  no t  t a l l y  w i th  



my means, then I d i d n ' t  even know i f  I could make it o r  n o t ,  even 
i f  I go t  the  means. Tha t ' s  something t h a t  you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. 
I n  your l i f e  youxx see ,  you can not  buck q u a r r e l s ,  bu t  your wife 
o r  husband when they g e t  made ynu know, they  s ay ,  who a r e  you, 
you go t  nothing,  even i f  they go t  ch i l d r en  a l r eady ,  which i s  kind 

of f o o l i s h .  And' I wanted t o  avoid those  t h ings ,  You see  my 
grand mother got  t h e  proper ty  because she go t  t he  f i s c a l  means, 
she waskind of l i k e  a  d i s t r i c t  a t t o rney  and they won t h e  ca se ,  .. 
t h a t ' s  why they got  t h e  land i n  Pangansinan. And I heard about t h e  
q u a r r l e s  between t h e  wife and t h e  mother-in-law it  was bad i t  was 
no good,  and they were very wel l  o f f  people and they Bamble l i k e  
h e l l ,  And i n s p i t e  of t he  guy, t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o rney ,  they  c a l l  i t  
p r o v i n c i a l  f i s c a l ,  we l l  they  were not  r i c h ,  they gamble e  verything.  
the  q u a r r e l  were a l l  i n  t he  family  and t h a t ' s  h h a t  i t  was about.  
so  a l l  those  t h ings  t h a t  you here  bo thers  you, t h e r e  a r e  not  a l l  
people l i k e  t h a t ,  because i f  I were r i c h  I would r a t h e r  g e t  some- 
body who go t  nothing except  f o r  h i s  good sense and love f o r  me 
t h a t ' s  a l l  I want, then we toge ther  can make i t ,  make whatever we 
make t h a t s  ours  I would r a t h e r  have i t  t h a t  way, then moveing i n t o  
a  pa l ace ,  and then they  say ,  what d id  you b r i n g ,  i t s  very  i n s u l t i n g  
you know. Somed-ay they w i l l  g e t  made a t  me and I can no t  be vo t ing  
always on t h e i r  s i d e ,  see  because I a l s o  got  a  conscious,  

So t h a t a s  why I f a i l e d ,  I succeeded i n  helping my b ro the r  and 
s i s t e r  t o  a  c e r t a i n  degree. But I f a i l e d  because I never got  
educated,  I wanted t o  be educated. The way I succeeded was i n  
helping my b ro the r  and my s i s t e r ,  t h a t s  a l l  t h e  success t h a t  I got .  
r e a l l y  kind of pe rsona l  a u s t  a  family  he lp ,  which was my op l iga t i on  
any-way.. I d id  f u l f i l l  t h a t  one t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  I d i d  he19 my 
b r o t h e r  t o  becoeme a  lawyer,  cause he could no t  f k  i f  I d i d  not  help  
him, cause my mother was poor,  my b ro the r s  wife i s  t he  p r i n c i p a l  of 

/ 

a  b i g  school  t h e r e ,  see  my b ro the r s  wife i s  smart ,  Sar tbn ina  GorospeLL 
MI s i s t e r  i s  marr ied ,  she got  t h e  k i d s ,  t h r e e  of them a r e  graduated 
and then t h e r e  i s  a  g i r l ,  I t h i n k  h e r  nane i s  Corason, I got  a  p-icture 
and she i s  taking up nurs ing I th ink ,  Leonors diaughter and then t h e r e  
i s  another  o5e she go t  two more going t o  c o l l e g e ,  and she says t h a t  
s e h  iskspending P10,000 a  year  t o  send then  t o  school ,  my s i s t e r ,  
she and he r  husband they  educated t h e  k ids .  She i s  married t o  

i t a P t  he graduated i n  t he  f o r e s t r g l m ~ i v e r s i t - y ,  so  he was gpgg iedsn8':'he d l d n f t  l i k e  teaching so he \ \ ~en t  bacl; t o  farmi-ng 
and are in I l l o c o s  nori;e, and my bro the r  )'?art-in i s  i n  Zamboaga 



- 
C o  How d i d  you fami ly  migra te?  & 
B It was k ind  of a  funny t h i n g .  We go t  i n t o  a  b o a t ,  a  s a i l  b o a t ,  

I 0~ qnd t h e n  we g o t  an ox and a  horse  and our  hoase hold  t h i n g s ,  a e e ,  
we went t h e r e  t o  l eave .  There was no m m h m  motor i n  t h i s  b o a t ,  s o  
we a r e  j u s t  depending on t h e  b r e e z e ,  t h e  wind an' so  when we were 
ve ry  c l o s e  tof&upan, t o  t h e  harbor  t h e r e ,  then  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
wind r e v e r s e d ,  xo we had t o  go back And boy it s c a r e d  t h e  h e l l  ou t  
of me, a l l  of u s ,  because i t  was l i k e  a s t o r m ,  t h e  waves were g e t t i n g  -, 

b i g g e r  and we were s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h  t h e  p o r t .  And,so we had t o  
go back and g e t  i n t o  t h i s  no t  ve ry  s a f e  p o r t ,  Candon, i n  I l l o c o s  
S u r ,  t h e r e  w a s  my mother and my f a t h e r ,  and Leonor was 2 y e a r s  o l d  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  I was c a r r y i n g  he r .  When we go t  i n t o  Candon we g o t  
t o  g e t  t i n t o  t h i s  wooden box, something l i k e  a l i f e  b o a t ,  t o  go t o  
t h e  s h o r e ,  and t h e  waves EWEEX& were b ig .  A cous in  of pmy f a t h e r  
who k ind  of pdhad some' exper ience  s t e r r i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  boat .  

You s e e  i f  you make t h a t  boa t  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  waves, i t  w i l l  kx 
r o l l  over .  But i f  you going t o  make it perpend icu la r  t o  t h e  waves 
then  it won't  sinlit b u t  then  ofcourse  i f  t h e  load  i s  too  heavy g e t  
i n t o  t r r o u b l e ,  So we made i f  s a v e l y  and I was c a r r y i n g  l eonor  then 
Bnd t h a t  g o t  my mother t o o ,  you s e e ,  my mother was ve fy  r e l i g i o u s  
v e r y  s u p e r s t i t o u s .  when she g o t  s i c k  be fo re  when I w a s  a baby, he 
b r e a s t  g o t  s o r e  o r  something, and I w a s , ' s h e  could  n o t  f e e d  me, 
I was f e e d i n g  on soMe o*her peoples  and some k ind  of s t a r c h  o r  something 
anyway I -survived and as a baby she had t o  b r i n g  me from one mother 
t o  a n o t h e r ,  those  wet n u r s e s ,  $0 I owe n o t  on ly  my mother b u t  o t h e r f  
people t o o  my l i f e .  My m o t h ~ r  k ind  of made a  p ledge ,  something l i k e  a  
r e l i g i o u s  committement t o  v i s i t  t h i s  s a i b t  over  t h e r e ,  I f o r g o t  t h e  
name of t h e  s a i n t  because I d i d n ' t  be ld ieve  i n  it.  The p l a c e  were 
t h i s  s a i n t  was suppose t o  be w a s  n o t  t o o  f a r  from where we were when 
we were tu rned  back by t h e  wind and t h e  waves, So ,  my mother s a i d ,  
he won' t  l e t  u s  pass  i t ,  and t h a t ' s  why t h e  h a v e s  changed i t s  
d i r e c t i o n ,  You know how t h e  e  t h i n g s  a r e .  So my f a t h e r  was k ind  of 

I - *&I- 
r eady  t o  b e l i e v e  t o o ,  he w$s s u p e r s t i t o u s  t o o ,  a l l  of them, ther,e 
were. some people who !17 t hen  a I d o n ' t  know, my 
mo h e r s  s i s l - e r s  was wi th  u s  t o o ,  and s o  from t h e r e  we took t h e  
J ~ r a i n  and t h e s e  people who were managing t h e  b o a t ,  w i l l  t h e y  

a n t i n u e d  because t h e y  could n o t  l eave  t h e  boat  t h e r e ,  i t  was f i l l e d  
up w i t h  cargoes  and s t u f f  l i k e i t h a t .  

we d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much wi th  u s ,  we were poor people ,  i t  n o t  l i k e  * 



you g o t  a l o t  of' f u n r i t u r e s  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  we d i d n ' t  even have 
them t h i n g s  t h e r e ,  maybe a p o r t a b l e  bench or something, o r  you g o t  
a c h a i r  o r  two, t h a t ' s  Bh a l l  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  you got .  YOU g o t  no 
drawers  o r  you know you kdon ' t  have t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  The r i c h  people 
have 'em bu t  t h e  poor people d o n ' t .  

We l e f t  most of our  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  b o a t ,  t h e  boa t  went on i t s  
way when t h e  weather subs ided ,  and t h e  s torm subsided.  Then a 
we went t o  t h a t  s a i n t ,  t o  t h a t  church. A t  one of t h e  s t o p s  on t h e  
t r a i n ,  From Candon t o  BamxnSan Juan Luna, and 2 z k ~ s x ~ r n  I ' d o n ' t  
know how many k i l o m e t e r s  i t  was, maybe we walked, we h iked  b u t  i t s  
n o t  l i k e  h e r e ,  you h i t c h  h i k e ,  and some people p i c k  you up you know 

2bb when you h i t c h  h i k e  over  t h e r e  you wlak a l l  t h e  way you s e e ,  [tu>' 
s o  you make t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  and t h e  l a s t  one. You can walk on t h e  

r oad,  t h e r  a r e n ' t  n o t  many c a r s ,  t h e r e  were some r i c h  people t o o ,  
b u t  t h e y  g ive  you a r i d e ,  i t s  n o t  l i k e  h e r e ,  b u t  then  t h e y  won't  p i ck  
you up h e r e  t o o  t h e y  a f r a i d  you might hold  them up, bu t  you know 
a  l o t  of p ick  g e t  picked up f o r  f r e e  r i d e s ,  I do sometimes, i f  I 
f e e l  t h e  guys O.K, I p i c  him up, 

And s o  my mother mother s a i d  h e r  prayswhen we g o t  t h e r e ,  and 
she  was s a t i s f i e d  and me could  t h e n  go t o  t h e  t r a i n w i b r ~ % ~ e  took 
t h e t r a i n  t o  Dagupan. A t  t h i s  church t h e r e  i s  t h e  image of t h e  
k k w k ' s a i n t ,  and I d o n ' t  know t h i s  sa in tqoi l ,  i t s  a women, I f o r g o t  
h e r  name. My mother w a s  s a t i s f i e d ,  s o  we took t h e  t r a i n  t o  Dagupan 
and Dagupan i s  i n  Pagasinan. T h a t ' s  a  ve ry  impor tant  p o r t ,  and t h e  
boa t  w i l l  go t h e r e ,  t o  Dagupan, s o  when we g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h e  b o a t  was t h ~ r e  a l r e a d y  a r  n o t ,  and t h e n  we met one guy 
and t h a t  guy came from t h e  tob~n were we were going. .and t h a t  was 

9%) 42 k i l o m e t e r  away, you know i t s  a  torl~n, i t ' s  i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  province.  He must of go-t a caromaga, l i k e  a c a l a s a ,  a  horse  
drawn s m a l l  c a r r i a g e .  Y a ,  t h e  boa t  was a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  cause  s e e  & w ~  
g o t  t h e  horse  and I road. wi th  t h a t  horse  on horseback,  it was a female ,  
what do you c a l l  t h a t ,  a mare, h k s e e ,  when we took t h e  t r a i n  t h e  

o r s e  and t h e  ox s t a y e d  on t h e  b o a t ,  T h a t ' s  why i remember because 
- when we meet t h i s  guy w i t h  t h e  caronaga I w a s  on horseback,  b u t  GY 

f a t h e r  ix s t ayed  t h e r e  because we still g o t  our  t h i n g s  t h e r e ,  $gssgg 
s o  he w i l l  be going b ~ i t h  t h e  p a r t y ,  going t o  t h e  town. IIy mother and 
'eonor rode i n  t h e  c a l a s a  and I fol lowed them and I w a s  r i d i n g  on 
horseback,  and I w s  s t i l l  smal l .  And a  son of a gun, t h a t  horse  was 

J 
t-rot4l;ing, and t h e  horse  3a.d j u s t  come from t h e  boa t  and should 



n o t  running  l i k e  t h a t .  Because he won' t  walk,  then  d i d  make much 
sense  f o r  us  guys. The way t h e y  found ou t  was t h i s ,  we s topped 
and s a i d  were a r e  you going ,  and s e e  baecause he was looking  f o r  
passengers ,  because he bought some passengers  from Asingan you know 
t h e  town were we were going ,  t o  Dagupan, and t h e n  from Dagupan going ba 
back i f k  he could  g e t  passemgers t h e n  h e ' l l  g e t  a l i t t l e  money see .  
So t h a t ' s  why h e ' t l a k e d  t o  my p a r e n t s .  thewy s a i d  w e l l ,  were a r e  you 
going ,  and my f a t  r s i a d  we ' re  going t o  as ingan . Well ,  t h a t ' s  
were I cone from, he s a i d .  and then  he s a i d ,  what p a r t ,  $hen he was -, 

t a l k i n g  about  my f a t h e r s  mother, mentioned about  h i s  mother, and then  
h i s  h a l f  b r o t h e r ,  and then  he said* , Oh, I g o t  r e l a t e d  t o  them. 
It happened t h a t  w a y  LG~L. 

So my mother and Leonor g o t  a f r e e  r i d e  t o  Asingan 9 he brought  
u s  r i g h t  t h e r e .  And I know t h a t  we were k ind  of r e l a t e d  someway 
f a r  r e l a t i o n ,  bu t  r e l a t e d  someway. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime f o r  us  t o  be i n - A s i n g a n , I  t h i n k  2x my 
f a t h e r  went t o  Pagasinan one t ime b e f o r e ,  becuase he knew some 
Pagasinan terms. They speak I l l o c a n o ,  b u t  you s e e  i n  Pagasinan,  
most of t h e  people a r e  from I l l o c o s  S u r ,  I l l o c o s  p rov inces ,  I l l o c o s  
n o r t e  and I lLocos  sur , Abra, cayon, bu t  a most of t h e  people were 

3 ~ ' 7 1 1 1 0 c a n o s  o r i g i n a l l y ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e y  were i n  Pagasinan t o o  s e e ,  
juk t  a few people from Pagas inan ,  and L a r r y I t l i o n g  w a s  one I t h i n k ,  
So t h e  I l l o c a n o  t h e y  spoke i n  Pagasinan i s  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  then  
i n  Axx Saoang. But when t h e y  t a l k  most of t h e  t ime %hey understand 
what t h e y  a r e  s a y i n g ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  t imes  t h a t  you d o n ' t  understand.  

But you s e e  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  my ~B:EZE mother never  went t h e r e  
b e f o r e ,  t o  Pagasinanq b u t  she went t o  Cagayan, Cagayan i s  i n  t h e  
mrthen  pa t  of R Lu-zon, and s e e  we g o t  r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e ,  my f a t e h h e r  
g o t  c o a s i n s  t h e r e ,  andlmy mother g o t  cous ins  t h e r e ,  and u n c l e s  and 

s o  on l i k e  t h a t .  So our  r e l a t i o n s  were k ind  of s c a t t e r e d ,  Cagayan, 
Pagasinan too .  And o t h e r  p laces .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e s e  I l l o c a o n o s  
ve rea .  And t h e r e  c h i l d r e n  t h e y  speak I l l o c a n o  t o o  b u t  then  l a t e r  on 
t h e y  l o s e  t h a t  I l l o c a n o  when t h e y  were i n  t h e  Tagalog provinces.  
Then t h e y  p i c k  up t h e  Tagalog, t h e n  t h e y  d o n ' t  know anymore about 

- t h e  I l l o c a n o ,  t h e  o l d  f o l k s  on ly  t a l k  HTC I l l o c a n o  b u t  t h e  
youns ones t a l k  Tagalog see .  / 

That t r i p  took maybe around a week. This  i s  something very  v e r y  
conlmon i n  -the Phi l ip-o ines .  You knoy when we go t  t o  -he s h o r e ,  and i t  
b J a s  windy and. s o  on I l l re  t h a t  a d  chen we s-bakted wal-kens, and then  



we were k ind  of wondering were we were going t o  go. The we kep t  on 
w a l k i n g  towards a town, %Candon was i n  t h e  north.  and we go s o u t h  anyway 

s e e ,  s o  when my mother made some dkind  of a pledge t o  v i s i t  t h a t  
s h r i n e ,  w e l l  i t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  s e e ,  s o  we k e p t  on walking i n  t h e  road  
and t h e n  vegy soon it was n i g h t  i i m e ,  d a r k ,  s o  we were look ing ,  
and we d o n l ' t  s e e  v e r y  many houses.  Anywayd it w a s  by t h e  s h o r e ,  
i t ' s  a long  t h e  shore .  We s a y  a  house,  I t h i n k  t h a t  we had b e t t e r  go 
and go t o  t h e i r  house. T h a t i s  t h e  way F i l i p i n o s  a r e ,  see .  You know 
somewhere t h e  house i s  nex t  t o  you, you go, because t h e y  d i d  t h a t  - 
t o  us  over  t h e r e ,  and we do t o .  s o  we went and everybody was happy, 19 
we d i d n ' t  know t h e s e  people ,  we j u s t  walk r i g h t  up. And t h e n  it happen 
t h i s  one Louisa ,  I f o r g o t  t h e  f a m i l y  name, she w a s  j u s t  a white  women. 
she w a s  Spanish ,  look Spanish t o o ,  n o t  r i c h ,  poor ,  it s t r u c k  me 
becuase my f a m i l y ,  Borne of them a r e  white  t o o ,  b u t  we a r e  poor 
a l s o ,  t h a t  made an impression on me. kMy f a t h e r  and my mother were 
t h e r e ,  and t h e n  t h a t  women looked whi te ,  she had a daughter  and 
fami ly ,  Then t h e y  g o t  of an I g o r o t  house,  more l i k e  bamboo, you know 

' h a u s e  t h e y  were n o t  r i c h ,  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  t o o  poor e i t h e r ,  t h e y  
e x  j u s t  t h a t  peasan t  f ami ly  n o t  having much money, b u t  a b l e  t o  
l i v e  on, 

They cooked f o r  u s ,  oh y a ,  you s e e  you a t e  t h e r e  when youu g e t  
l o s t  l i k e  t h k t ,  o r  you go t o  a  c e r t a i n  house. You d o n ' t  have t o  pay, 
t h e y  d o n ' t  want you t o  pay, t h e y  a r e  poor t h e y  g ive  w . y o u ,  the? 

s h a r e  w i t h  you what t h e y  go t .  T h a t ' s  a  b e a u t i f u l  F i l i p i n o  custom, 
I t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g .  

And s o  then  i n  t h e  morning and then 'we s topped aga in  when we reached 
t h a t  town, and t h e n  we ~ ~ e n t  t o  t h a t  church . This i s  a  kind of a 
d u p l i c a t i o n  of what I a l r e a d y  s a i d .  Then my mother was happy. 
She prayed,  she a a s  a l l  confused,you know. She was g l a d  she was 
t h e r e  and wa.s a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  h e r  p ledge ,  h e r  commitment. A f t e r  
t h a t ,  we went. She s a i d  she was happp she was a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  
h e r  cmmitment, this and t h a t .  We almost go t  t o  Dagupan p o r t  a l r e a d y ,  
b e f o r e ,  and then  t h e  wind changed i t s  c o u r s e ,  and we were d r i v e n  

/ ' 
.' back . God, o r  t h e  s a i n t ,  t hey  wanted t h a t  t o  happeb, you s e e .  

You were pass ing  by and you were n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  your prmmise, you 
s e e  ( t h a t ' s  what my mother though t ) .  They pulled.  vou back,  you 

&&l-'' 
s e e .  It y a q g o i n g  t o  be a  one-dar t r i p .  We &S% i t h e  afternoon, 2 k d c  

LC.- - ,uet,. PJ d-,+- i -  a- . - you know. And,, i A  t h e  morning, and we ,. -;tccP /4: 
we going ,  G,1L-: ,~4 . he re  comeSth_e_ -. ,- ' &a ;tjhen .- -a;1;6,'tk,m~m&X&mGLd 



wind, changing i t s  d i r e c t i o n ,  and drove us  back ,  you see .  We 
g o t  no motor, s o  t h a t ' s  how we g o t  t h e r e .  From t h e r e ,  we to$@ 
t h e  t r a i n .  The t r a i n  from Luna and t h e n  t o  Dagupan. And t h e n  
when we g o t  t o  Dagupan, t h e  boa t  was t h e r e  a l r e a d y  i n  ghx t h e  p ~ r t ,  
So t h e y  brought  ou t  t h e  ox and t h e  horse.  I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  
made a mistake.  He t o l d  me t o  r i d e  on t h e  h o r s e ,  you know, and 
t h e  ox w a s  l e f t B B B ~  t h e r e .  My f a t h e r  was with it becuase he g o t  
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we brought  wi th  us .  He should 've  t aken  t h e  horse .  
But he d i d  n o t .  He t o l d  me t o  f o l l o w  them. He d i d n ' t  understand 
t h a t  t h a t  was 42 kilometers<to~&s&f168~h1TJe t a k e  it easy  wi th  
t h e  h o r s e ,  because it had be on t h e  boa&& and it needed t h a t  
e x e r c i s e .  But h e t o l d  me t o  r i d e  i t ,  i n s t e a d .  Zxx It should 've  
been HX&E& walked. 

N 

My f a t h e r  w a s  going t o  walk back t o  ABingan wi th  t h e  ox and 
ouh o t h e r  t h i n g s .  I d o n ' t  know how he c a r r i e d  back a l l  our  t h i n g s .  
He never  pu t  t h i n g s  on t h e  o x ' s  back o r  have it p u l l  a  c a r t  o r  
something, n o t  l i k e  t h e  Mexican way, you know. I d o n ' t  remember 
how he c a r r i e d  our t h i n g s .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know hew he d i d  it. 
My f a t h e r  a r r i v e d  i n  Asingan t h e  nex t  day a f t e r  we g o t  t h e r e .  

The c a l e s a  d r i v e r  brought us  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of my grandmother 's  
house. My p a r e n t s  were very t h a n k f u l  t o  t h i s  guy. Then when I 
webt t o  h igh  school  ( a f t e r  having s t aye& wi th  my grandmother 
d u r i n g  my f i r s t  y e a r  i n  h igh  s c h o o l ) ,  I s t ayed  w i t h  t h k s  - c a l e s a  
man's house (chuck le ) .  He w a s  k ind  of r e l a t e d  t o  my grandmother. 
Hislast  name was Tolusa.  I forgoh h i s  f i r s t  name-now. 

When I went .to sch38htin Asingan, sometimes I spen t  t h e  n i g h t  
t h e r e ,  sometimes I y;ac&xfi.a go horne. But I had t o  e a t  .someway lunch- 

ch was ne r t e  l i n t w  time and I w a s  i n  thei iWA&use.  MY ? a m l Q y  EgB?Ped i n  8 8 a f r i o  
o u t s i d e  Asingaa,  about  4  k i l o m e t e r s  away. 

&Could you d e s c r i b e  t h e  house you l i v e d  i n  t h i s  b a r r i o ?  
P a  Oh, w e l l ,  you s e e  we l i v e d  wi th  EHX my grandmother. But s a y ,  4 
my unc le  a l r e a d y  g o t  a fami ly  (my f a t h e r ' s  h a l f - f a t h e r ,  Geronimo 
Tamana; he w a s  mF u n c l e ) .  They l i v e d  i n  one house,  and t h a t  was 
a  l and  of 5 h e c t a r e s .  One h e c t a r e  i s  2.49 a c r e s .  They l i v e d  t h e r e ,  
and l a - t e r  one ,  it g o t  k ind  of crowded. Because t h e y  d i d n ' t  have 
a b i g  house,  e i t h e r .  Kinda small, n o t  even f i n i s h e d ,  you know. 
Aw& There was one b i g  room, and ano the r  wi th  a p a r t i t i o n  l i k e  
t h a t ,  and some space somewhere. And I use  t o  s t a y  withm my 

,' 
grandma ( i n  h e r  room). You see  I was used t o  my grand ma. 



Even when I w a s  b i g  a l r eady .  She always g o t  mer t h e r e  wi th  h e r  
you see .  And t h e n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h e y  s t ayed .  
But I was wi th  my grandma a l l  t h e  t ime. Because you s e e  my 
grandma f o t  a  emotional  a t tachment  t o  me, and s o ,  I responded 
t h e  same wag. Because H ~ E R  I found ou t  t h a t  she  loved me, 
t h e n  I IBXE& l i k e d  my grandma a l o t .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  come 
i n  between me and grandma w a s  my uncle .  I c r i t i c i z e d  my unc le  
t o  my grandma, and she  used t o  laugh and laugh because I d i d n ' t  
l i k e  my uncle .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  kw him because he w a s  a r r o g a n t  and 

when I g o t  friend8'9888,he t a l k e d  f o o l i s h  t o  them, and I d o n ' t  
l i k e  t h a t .  He h u r t s  my f r i e n d s .  WX~HEBE And I d o n ' t  l i k e  
t h a t .  Oh he E ~ k @ t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  he t a k s  t o  h i s  c o u s i n ,  t a l k s  
-to anybody, t h a t ' s  h i s  way; h e ' s  a n i c e  guy. He's a ve ry  n i c e  
person and he would never  say  no;  b u t  t h e  t r o u b l e  wi th  him i s ,  
h i s  ego. H i s  i n f l a t e d  ego, s o  you g o t t a  p r a i s e  him, t h i s  and 
t h a t ,  t h i s  and t h a t  s o  you g e t  a long  w i t h  him, you see .  And 
when he ' s b u l l s h i t t i n g  a r o u n k ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c o n t r a d i c t  him, you s e e ,  
beca s e  EIEXB~EE y o u ' l l  be i n  a f i g h t .  
C:  I ' m  c u r i o u s  about  t h e  house; how much p r i v a c y  w a s  t h e r e ?  - 
P: Everybody s l e p t  hn t h e  f l o o r .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  h e r e ,  where you w 
g o t  rooms. The on ly  ones ha who g o t  rooms over the re  were t h e  
r i c h  people.  T h a t ' s  t r u e .  The k i t c h e n  i s  i n  a small X H H ~  corner  
of t h e  house. The t o i l e t  i s  o u t s i d e .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  was no% r e a l  
t o i l e t ,  We j u s t  went o u t s i d e .  No t o i l e t  paper  e i t h e r .  Do you 
know what we used? Newspapers. Yous hould s e e  how messy it is. 
The paper  would be blown around a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d ,  you know. 
L a t e r  on,  my fahher  s a i d  he wanted t o  b u i l d  h i s  own -house. They 
b u i l d l t  sma l l  one,  a  l i t t l e  house,  l i t t l e  k i t c h e n ,  It wasn ' t  even 
f i n i s h e d .  It was a shack. And Martin w a s  born t h e r e .  Martin 
d o e s n ' t  even know it. Martin t h e  lawyer. That guy d o e s n ' t  know 
hwere he come from. Be took f o r  g ran ted  t h a t  he go t o  schoo l ,  
as long a s  I ' m  h e r e ,  he t h i n k s  h e ' s  going t o  s.001. He never  
asked me t o  h e l p  hLm go t o  school .  He took f o r  g ran ted  t h a t  
h e ' s  going t o  school .  Not l i k e  my s i s t e r ;  she asked me t o  h e l p  
h e r  go t o  school .  I i a r t in  graduated  from h igh  school  and took 
f o r  g ran ted  thab  h e ' s  going t o  c o l l e g e ,  you see .  He d i d n ' t  
v r i t e  me and s a i d ,  Bro the r ,  I want t o  go t o  col.lege and I hope 
you can h e l p  me. He j u s t  took f o r  g ran ted  t h a t  he w a s  going 

t o  coliiege a f t e r  h igh  schoo l ,  ( chuck les ) .  9e would w r i t e  and s a y  



Bro the r ,  I need t h i s  and t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  I j u s t  kept  on 
sending,  a l l  through when he was going t o  law school .  Even 
when he was l a r eady  a lawyer,  I was s t i l l  sending him some money, 

My r b o t h e r  w a s  ve ry  g r a t e f u l ,  He t o l d  me, Come home now, And 
he s a i d ,  you have msk helped me, u s ,  Gnd you have worked f o r  
h a l f  a cen tu ry ,  you rm know, he used t h e  word cen tu ry ;  I 
t h i n k  he mxd meant 25 years -o f  working and he lp ing  them t h e r e ,  
And he thought  t h a t  he was a lawyer a l r e ady  t h e r e ,  I could go 
home, t ake  i t  easy ,  Well ,  he w a s  f i g u r i n g  my age ,  and I was 
kind of o ld  a l r e a d y ,  you s ee ,  But khxkx then  I was no t  o l d  
y e t ,  Not t h e  sane way he was t a l k i n g  anyway, He wanted me t o  

1 s a b u  vea r s  o l d  t h e n ) ,  cone home and ki: r e t i r e ,  bu t  I d i d n 1 t ( 8 d ?  t o . ?  kna8then, my 
o l d e s t  niec.e was t e l l i n g  me t h a t  t h e y  b u i l t  a  house and s a i d ,  
"Papa go t  a  room f o r  you." So they  a l r eady  prepared f o r  my going 
home, I t h i n k  t h e i r  house i s  k ind of mordern, because he was 
t a l k i n g  about s e p t i c  t anks ,  ' 

Do you know why I remember t h a t  I was 38 y e a r s  o ld  when Martin 
was a sk ing  me t o  go home and r e t i r e ?  BHSE Because t h a t ' s  ~ h r  when 
I was s e n t  out  !& t h e  army. f h ~ g  Because a l l  those  who r each  38 
they  t h i n k  they  a r e  t o o  o ld  f o r  t h e  army, s o  t hey  r e t i r e  them, 
and t h e y  could go and work i n  t h e  s h i p  ya rd ,  o r  bu t  then. . . . , . .  
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P: Well i d i d n ' t  s a y  a l l  of them i n  t h e  army, I was d r a f t e d .  - 
&Do you t h i n k  you weren ' t  f u l f i l l i n g  your o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e t i r e  
grakef  u l l l y ?  
P: No I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  maybethey wanted ~8 t o  s ee  me t h e r e .  - - 
I was g l ad  t h a t  he r e a l i z e d  t h e  l i t t l e  he lp  t h a t  I gave him, 
C :  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  if you went back,  you would l i v e  wi th  him? 
7 

P: I don ' t - th ink  so ,  T h ~ x  Becau-se you s ee  he go t  a wife .  And then  
sm=- 

t h e  k i d s  a r e  coming, Of course my mother was t h e r e  too ,  And 
be6ore i t  was my aunt  and then my mother was t h e r e  too ,  Not 
now, b u t  what I mean i s  t h i s ;  I d o n ' t  want t o  be apo in t  of 
a rguneht ,  bwetween him and h i s  wife ,  BEcause s e e ,  I l i k e  t o  be 

I would b u i l d  my ownhouse, Then he by myself.  I f  I went $ggeme, 
a.nd v i s i t  t h e n  d if can cone i f  he wants t o .  Then I could a ~ e x ~ x ~ a ; : ~ x n w ; f x ~ ~ x n ~ ~  

I find ou t  t h a t  t hey  a r e  kind of i r r i t a t e d  o r  t h a t  I'm not  
i 

welcome, then  I could g e t  o u t ,  you s e e .  Now I can e x e r c i s e  my 

own 'I;h:i.nz he re ,  



L: Where didMartin g e t  hislawpim degree? Did he l i v e  wi th  your Ncm then  - 
P: I n  Manila. (Ph i l i pp ine  Law School.????) Be s tayed  with an aunt  - 
i n  Manila. while s t i l l  i n  school .  Martin d i d n ' t  p ~ g c k i c e  law 
r i g h t  a f t e r  he go t  h i s  law dggree. He was appointed/judge. T h a t ' s  
t h e  way it worked it over t he r e .  He was w r i t i n g  t o  me t hen ,  
asking me what t o  do. The d e i c i s i o n  wzs h i s ,  of course ,  but  
he was asking mek i f  he shou-ld accept  because he d i d n ' t  anybody 
t h e r e x  i n  t h e  p lace  where he would be ass igned judge, i n  
Pacadjan,  Zanboanga d e l  Sur ,  Mindanao. He d i d n ' t  know anybody 
t h e r e  andhis  wife was a  t e a c h e r ,  and then  they  a l r eady  go* a  k id ,  
So he wanted t o  be s u r e  t h a t  t hey  go t  something t o  e a t  and so  
he accepted t 6 e  appointment of beinga judge, He was recommended 
by a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
C -  T h a t ' s  s o r t  of t h e  opposite of t h e  process  i n  t h i s  country.  *- 
F i r s t ,  you have t o  prove youself  a s  a  lawyer,  then  you g e t  appointed 
a s  a  judge. But over  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  t h e  opposi te .  
P: 8&$$82~??$6 ? ~ & y l a i u ~ e r s  i n  t h a t  p lace  a.nd my b ro the r  was t h e  
w 
second one, And they  needed a  judge. Of course my b ro the r  came 
from t h e  o u t s i d e ,  from I locos  Snr.  m a r i t a l  

I value  my b r o t h e r ' s  and h i s  w i f e l s / r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I d o n ' t  want 
t o  be t h e  cause of t h e i r  problems. Because I saw tha t , i n - l aws  and 
sometimes they cause t r oub l e .  ~ g x h e ~ z . M a y b e  because when one 
g e t s  mad, and I g ive  he lp  t o  ano the r ,  and n a t u r a l l y ,  I ' l l  be 
ta.king s i d e s ,  and I d o n ' t  know t h e  prblem, you see .  

I missed something: This  i s  what happened. When I came t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  - - '(1'm f i l l i n g  up t h e  gap),  my pa ren t s  moved t o  I s abe l a ,  
They l e f t  P,ngasinan. I d o n ' t  know why they  l e f t .  ..They might 
have had 8 k ~  same p rob l emswi th  m ucnle.  They moved a f t e r  i had 

r m r n g r  l e f t  f o r  t h e  U . S . ( 1 Y n r ~ x ~ z & , ~ w h f ~ ~ 8 ~  had problems, t h e r e  were some 
i~ $he s a  b a r r i o 2  peo%f8/tnere wRg were p  anning t o  go 

- 

t o  I s abe l a ,  And talked. 
about a  n i ce  new l a n d ,  r i c h  land.  So they ,went .  But my f a t h e r  was 
s i c k ,  But he went a'ojqiay, see.  So,  my f a t h e r  d i ed  t h e r e ,  i n  
I s abe l a .  & X Z X ~ B R R X E H % % E ~ ~ ~ H H ~ X X ~ B X  They were w r i t i n g  me from a  

- .town c a l l e d  Sant iggo,  bu t  then t h e r e  was another  town mentioned 
i n  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  and I d o n ' t  know which town h e ' s  bur ied  i n .  

They l e f t  b ~ i t h  khrxgsn oome people who w ~ @ ~ T ~ z n x i ~ g : ~ $ a x g a  t o  
I s a S e l a ,  t o o ,  and those  were t h e  peo lp le  they  g%g$&& wi th ,  you 
see .  So they  wrote me, you. know, t h a t  my f a t h e r  d i e d ,  when I 

J 
was i n  Kinneapolis ,  ?+?innesota. T h a t ' s  when I wrote tha.t poem= 



And I q u i t  t h a t  year ,  t o o .  I q u i t  school .  I was s t i l l  i n  h igh  
s c h o o l ,  i n  1928. And s o  I wrote  them tha t  t hey  should go back 
t o  Lapog, I l o c o s  Sur ,  where Leonor was born.  Martin w a s  born 
i n  Pangasinan b u t  he grew up i n  I l o c o s  Sur. I n  Lapog and Bigan. 
And s o ,  I g o t  t o  keep on g iv ing  them money t h e n ,  because m e  mother 

I fig ~ o t h i ~ c  ~ f i & $  $ ~ , e & ,  fi8"-~$nI@~t &bev,.could b ' f8~$d- th8i~e~$Pk80~8~1$b~BY2~'$~u9~E8?e~8 '*  n o t  buy c l o t h e s  f o r  themi g m ~ x k ~ ~ w x  

5 knew t h a t .  So I t o l d  my mother,  i f  you send them t o  s c h o o l ,  
d o n ' t  l e t  them s t o p .  And t h e n  &i!?fg88~8 you t h e  money. So I 
had t o  keep what I  aid t o  my mother,  because I love  my mother 
t oo .  T h a t ' s  why I w a s  khzxkag behaving i n  t h e  United S ta te  

\ & \ \ O  because of her .  Most ly ,  you know. ( P h i l i p  remembers h e r  here 
and x8zskzx~mr i s  emot ional ly  moved, and c r i e s ) .  

You know t h e y l r e  l e f t  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  bu t  t h e r e  are  those  
t h a t  k ind of  f e e l  l o s t  when t hey  d o n ' t  see t h e i r  k i d s ,  it w a s  

'\ 
very hard when I l e f t  my mother t o  come he re ,  when I l e f t  I w a s  
her son. My b r o t h e r  and s is ter  were s t i l l  s o  young. I w a s  r e a l l y  
afraid o f  t h a t  when I le f tbecause  she would show her  f e e l i n g s  t o  
them. 

i n ' m e  +- t~ h g ~ ?  D i d  she l o o  * A v a s t ~ o ~ ~ ~ % 8 ' 4 P e ~ o # e b & $  0 f i e ~ m $ $ 8 ~ ~ 8 8 ~ o f i c i ~ i l =  c i e  
po J'8Bcourse I was t h e  o l d e s t  son ,  aand m y  f a t h e r  toas l i k e  t h h t ,  w&- 

very  s i c k ,  b u t  my f a t h e r  was a ve ry  good p e r s o n ,  he was a good man, 
t h e  t r o u b l e  w a s  h i s  body could n o t  back h i m  up,  back up h i s  good- 
ness  pa r t ,  and when he use t o  h e l p  he c o u l d n ' t  make it. So they  were 
look ing  up t o  m e  t h en ,  t h a t  when I would grow up and be a r e s p o n c i b l e  
pe r son ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way they  raised me. So t hey  a laays  advised m e  
t o  be good, t h i s  and t h a t ,  and d o n ' t  mess around@ ge t  i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  way t hey  c o n t r o l  me. 

& y o u  said t h a t  you were a good boy. You used those  words begore. 
Do you r e a l l y  mean t h a t ,  you w o ~ k e d  hard ,  e t c .  - 

F i  Y a ,  I go home, 1 Q o n ' t  go t o  t h e  programs, o r  t h e  gambling j o i n t s ,  
t h rough  my money i n  t h e  bar ,  I would go t o  p o o l  ha l l s  and places  l i k e  
t h a t  b u t  I wouldn ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  l o n g ,  khxxand t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  because 
of my mother and f a t h e r ,  t h e  two o f  them toge the r .  I l i k e d  t o  go t o  
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  summer t i n e ,  I l i k e  t o  save some money E O  I could go ,  
and t h e r e  i s  p o s s i b i i t y  ~ O I J .  know, i f  t h e  o l d  f o l k s  w i l l  go ,  I s t i l l  
had ny s i s k t e r  and b r o t y ~ e r  t o  t ake  care  o f .  So I can n o t  g e t  away 
f rom th?.t. So t h a t  i s  what happen. 
C: DO you f e e l  bad t h a t  you never  s a w  you.rl  rcot3er  before  she d ied?  
aw=-- 



Do you f e e l  t h a t  be ing  he re  and sending  t h e  money t h a t  you have 
f u l f i l l e d  your o b l i g a t i o n s .  
P: See ,  t h i s  movement i s  ve ry  demanding. The farm workers mevernent, 

S a u s e  my mother w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  a t  t h e  t i n e ,  bu t  I d i d n ' t  make t h e  t 
t r i p  because I w a s  always broke ,  ofcourse  I g o t  some money b u t  a 
I c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  go then  and a l s o  a t  t h e  same t ime l e a v e  t h e  Union. 

\ST s e e  my i s  k ind  of k ind  of d i v i d e d  , 

you know, and so  I thought  I was depending on them t o o ,  t h a t  I know .. 
t h a t  my mother i s  M a r t i n ' s  mother,  and L l e o n o r ' s  mother and w i l l  
p r o t e c t  h e r  t o o ,  and then  I a l s o  can f i g u r e  t h a t  t h e y  can  f e e d  h e r ,  
t h e y  can  house h e r ,  t a k e  c a r e  of h e r ,  l i k e  be fo re .  And I gave them 
thousands of d o l l a r s ,  t o  g e t  were t h e y  were,  s o  I f e l t  t h a t  I ' v e  done 
my job. They took c a r e  of her .  

But you s e e  mama, she was never  s a t i s f i e d ,  my mom i s  l i k e  a  a  
barometer ,  when I ' m  t h e r e  my mother i s  g a i n i n g  weight ,  when I 1 ' m  n o t  
t h e r e  she i s  skinny. You could s e e  t h e  e f f e c t s  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  i t ' s  
l i k e  t h e  moon w i t h t  t h e  t i d e ,  when t h e  moon i s  t h e r e  t h e  t i d e  goes 
o u t  ,when t h e  moon i s  gone i-t  back a g a i n ,  she  look l i k e  t h a t .  

MY mother wanted my t o  go home, a  long t ime ago,  many t i n e s  she 
\43 would w r i t e  me. I could  n o t  go home, I g o t t h e  kid1 h r r k  d j - ~  5 

You.know i f  I went home I could n o t  send them back t o  school .  
g:To most people h e r e  I d i d n ' t  make much money, b u t  t h e  l i t t l e  I 
was a b l e  t o  save and send home, f o r  my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  i t  was 
very  va luab le .  See t o  you, you know my v a l u e s  h e r e ,  b u t  my b r o t h e r s  
and sistsrs educat ion  i s  more impor tant  t o  me t h a n  t h e  d o l l a r s  t h a t  
I would have pu t  i n  t h e  bank. IF I t h e  money i n  t h e  bank 
f o r  them and what eve r  i can e a t ,  and I w i l l  l i v e  veyy moderately 
m&jt=<~w i n  c a r s  and d r e s s ,  I ' m  n o t  going t o  spend money f o r  a  c a r .  

10 I l i k e  a  good c a r  b u t  a l l  I need i s  a  good eng ine ,  cause I know I ' r n  
n o t  r i c h ,  I can n o t  f o o l  people h e r e  and I d o n ' t  want t o .  They know 
who I am, Lots  of P i l i p i n o s  spend t h e i r  t ime h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  f o o l  
people and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  f z ~ k l k ~ s P h i l i p p i n e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
something he re  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  no t .  Most 6f  t h e s e  people a r e  f o r  themselve: 
and t h a t s  why t h e  F i l i p i n o s  hard t o  g e t  out .  Because 
when people who a r e  more u n i t e ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  ones whoCd*+?l 
g e t  ou t .  The Span ia rds  wouldn ' t  even have gone t o  t h e  P h i l i p i i n e s  
i f  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  would have been u n i t e d ,  bu t  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  many t r i b e s ,  
speaking  d i f f e r e n t  la.nc;uages, F h i s  and t h a t .  You go t  t o  be s t r o n g e r  
t o  u n i t e  t h e s e  people.  



You could see  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  m ino r i t i e s .  Because of t h e  s u f f e r i n g ,  
t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  somebody got  conscious ,  got  f e e l i n g s  f o r  t h e  people ,  
then  he begins t o  arouse them and t h i s  and t h a t  and t h i s  and t h a t  
bu t  because of t h e  number you d o n ' t  g e t  them, j u s t  one here  and two 
t h e r e  and t h r e e ,  f i v e  and so  on,  t h e r e  they  w i l l  go,  and i f  you go t  
so many t o  draw from you b e t t e r  say  you go t  a  movement. Thats  t h e  
way it goes. Now F i l i p i n o s  have no t  go t t en  t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  a  ~ ~ l i ~ i n o s  
a r e  s e l f i s h ,  and s t u p i d ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  And then  .? 

they  g e t  everybody susp ic ious  and d i s t r u s t f u l  because of what t hey  
s e e ,  s o  i t s  very hared f o r  people who go t  good i n t e n t i o n s  t o  b u i l d  
up a  good community. And t h e  F i l i p i n o s  bs m i s  educat ted  and d i s  - 
o r g a n i z ~ d  and t h e  l e a s t  exposed, t hey  got  no t  much expgsure,  segrega- 
t e d ,  l i k e  t h a t ,  if h e ' s  i n  town o r  i n  th.e c i t y  he only c l i n g s  w i t h .  h i s  
own people and then they  b u l l s h i t  each o t h e r ,  they  d o n ' t  do nothing,  
so t h a t s  why t h e  F i l i p i n o  i s  always behind. ' T h e  young people today 
can a c t  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  t he  young people dboday. I was t a l k i n g  about 
my own genera t ion .  The young people a r e  a i n d  of very  d i f f e r e n t  
you have a  d i f f e r e n t  breed r i g h t  now. and t h e y  a r e  looking,  they  a r e  
being kep t  back by t h e  pa ren t s .  You a r e  making t r o u b l e ,  you go here  
and t h e r e  and t h e r e r  and t hey  s p o t  you. I ' m  working f o r  t h i s  guy, 
p r e t t y  soon I g e t  f i r e d  you know, hwere I 1 ' M  going t o  g e t  t h e  money 
t o  feed  you. But t h i s ,  they  a r e  no t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  them. But some of 
them a r e  kind of sneaking around. t r y i n g  t o  go anyway wi th  t h e  crowd 
and l e a r n  something. And then  when t he se  guys ge t  o l d e r  m d  o l d e r  
and a l d e r  t h e n . t h e y  w i l l  be out  of t h e  way, and t he se  ones w i l l  cone 
toge ther .  and solve  some of t h e i r  problems a l i ghn  themselves wi th  o t h e r s  
t h a t s  t h e  only way. Now you take  t h e  Jewish people,  ' t h a t s  a  minor i ty  
t h a t ' s  very we l l  developed., i n t e l l e c t u & l l y ,  adn they  hold high 
p o s i t i o n s ,  and they  a r e  a  r e a l  minori ty.  To be Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e ,  
Sec. of Treasu-ry of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t o  be a  Senator  of t h e  Un.S. 
you d o n ' t  have enough Jews t o  vote  f o r  them, bu t  they  1-earn then 
needs of t h e  people and they  t a l k  f o r  them and t hey  e t  e l e c t e d  3- 
and .  t hen  when you look a t  a  Jew and an o the r  whibe guy you c a n ' t .  
t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  they  both  whi-ke,as f a r  .as I ' m  concerned I d o n ' t  
c a r e ,  I vote  f o r  somebody who r e p r e s e n t s  my i n t e r e s t s .  So F i l i p i n o s  
l i k e  here  i n  t h e  Union I t h i n k  they  should suppor t  the!zlnion. But 
t h e y  a r e  no t  going t o  come t o  t h e  Union and spend years  and years  
he re  xnd:ckh~>:if t he  f u t u r e  i s  q o t  i n  h i s  own favor .  Zecause he does 



n o t  have t h e  vo t e s  and t he  major i ty  always p u t s  i t s  own l eade r sh ip  
and t h e  F i l i p i n o s  should g e t  educ ta ted  and be an e x p e r t i s e  i n  c e r t a i n  
l i n e s .  T h a t ' s  when he w i l l  suppor t  a  movement t h a t  w i l l  a sk  f o r  
h i s  opion. And h i s  opinion has weight. Then i f  he can no t  aggree 
wi th the  management o r  t h e  l e ade r sh ip  then  he can g e t  out  and s t i l l  
be a  d o c t o r ,  s t i l l  be a  lawyer,  be an accountan t ,  but  he w i l l  no t  
be c r u c i f i e d ,  o r - b e  ignorant .  So t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  I l e a r n  he re .  
Tha t ' s  what I t e l l  young people ,  F i l i p i n o s ,  I want them t o  prepare  
themselves,  t h a t  might be kind of concervat ive  bu t  ah... . 

I had two purposes when I came t o  t h e  country ,  I wanted t o  g e t  
36'> educated and then  a t  t h e  same time he lp  my s i s t e r  and b ro the r .  

Ofcourse,  wi th  my educat ion  I hoped t o  do something, n o t  only  f o r  
myself but  8or  some o t h e r  people here  t o  because I see  t h a t  t h e  more 
educated you a r e  you s ee  t h e  more you can he lp  o theres .  Ofcourse you 
see  i t s  i n  you you've go t  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  you know, you can 
decidea  t o  make t h e  money f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  o r  even i f  you make t h e  money 
you can a l s o  donate o r  you can he lp  o t h e r  people too.  T h a t ' s  t h e  way 
I f i g h t .  I f  I d i d n ' t  have anything t o  do I was aiming t o  do some- 
kind of bus iness  myself. Now t h a t  one c o n f l i c t s  wi th  what I ' v e  
l eanred  about b i g  bus inesses  e x p l o i t i n g  people but  as long a s  you 
=e s t i l l  i n  t h e  same system you go t  no cho ice ,  you-got  t o  work f o r  

1.6- t h e  government which i s  r e a l l y  p r o t e c t i n g  p r i v a t e  o r  y o u ' l l  be working 
f o r  p r i v a t e  bus iness .  A t  t h e  same time you d o n ' t  need t o  h igher  your- 
s e l f  and say  t h e  h e l l  wi th  you. Now when t h e r e  i s  movement l i k e  t h i s  
I t h i n k  t h a t  you a r e  ob l i ga t ed  t o  suppor t  it because it i s  good f o 4 r  

hD t h e  people.  and i f  you go t  'm educat ion  and you a r e  broke how could 
you he lp .  W i l l  oyou can he lp  go p i c k e t  l i n e ,  and t h e  n  i f  you make a  
mistake t h e r e  t hey  pu t  you i n  ja i l  and then  it c o s t  you some money 
and then  k$ they  2 throw you o u t ,  See,, then ah f o r  i n s t ance  people 
coming i n t o  t h e  movement, l i k e  a  F i l i p i n o  comes i n  t hey ,  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  even if he i s  kind of a smart one t o , l e a r n  t h i n g s ,  h e ' l l  no t  
have o r  g e t  t h e  necessa ry  backing and kind of b u i l d  him u-p and s o i t s  
b e t t e r  i f  he suppor t s  t h e  union i f  only he can by no t  g iv ing  h i s  f u l l  
. t ime andmoney and then  l a t e r  on t hey  d o n ' t  l i k e  him and then  throw him 
o u t ,  then. were t h e  h e l l  wnsExx w i l l  he be. I t ' s  no t  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  people1 around d .onl t  f o r g e t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  
i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  good t h i n g s  t h a t  they  a r e  t a l k i n g  about f o r  t h e  
humanfor pi?otect ing t h i s  and t h a t ,  he lp  t h i s  and t h a t ,  i t ' s  l i k e  
if you. a r e  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e l d  now i n  t h e  b a t t l e  t hey  s ay ,  when you 
a r e  he re  you have your comrade, wken t h e  shoot ing i s  going on you 
d z r l t  vn" ~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ e  v n n  rrnt n o  fimf for it, you keep 5 2  shooting 
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because i f  you s t o p  t h e y ' l l  g e t  you too .  Mhen you w i l l  be on t h e  
f r o n t  t h e y ' l l  t e l l  you t h a t ,  t h a t  you go t  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f ,  
L: Could you t a l k  more about t h e  c o n t r a s t s  h x ~ g  between be ing  
w 
r i c h  and poor.  
P: Look, I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o r  no t .  But t h e  r i c h e s t  
w 
landowner i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a t  t h a t  t ime w a s  ~ o n z a l e s  fami ly .  
The r i c h e s t  a l l . o v e r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  I t h i n k .  They had a l o t  of 
p r o p e r t y  i n  Asingan. I n  t h e  b a r r i o  a d j a c e n t  t o  my b a r r i o .  I n  
t h e  town of S a n t a  Maria,  I heard  they  owned a l o t  of land  t h e r e ,  
and I saw HX&H& t h e  b i g  b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e .  Big b u i l d i n g s  f o r  
t h e i r  o f f i c e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  and t h e i r  "encargado" B l i v e s  
t h e r e  wi th  k h i s  f a m i l y ,  you know. And he t a k e s  c a r e  o f ' t h e  b i g  
b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  Of course  t h e  owner, he comes and v i s i t s .  Rice 

(tm b u s i n e s s  and o t h e r  a g r i c u l t t u r a l  products .  While we poor people ,  
you know, l e t  me t e l l  you about  t h i s  t h i n g . ,  There was once a c a s e  
between t h i s  Gonzales f a m i l y  and somep poer  people.  See ,  t h e y  had 
a l o t  of l a n d ,  maybe 400 h e c t a r e s ,  maybe 4 ,000,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  now. 
Anyway, t h e r e  were some 888f Pf people whom#k%&ke!?a$i8 &8kstoo f a r  
from t h i s  fami lg .  The Gonzales f a m i l y  h i r e d  t h i s  su rveyor ,  you 
see .  And t h i s  surveyor  inc luded a l l  t h e  s m a l l e r  f a m i l i e s '  
l a n d !  The landowner go2 t h i s  ( s h a r e )  t r a c k  of l and  h e r e ,  and next  
t o  i t ,  ( o v e r  h e r e ) ,  b i g g e r  l a n d ,  were t h e  poor p e o p l e ' s  l ands .  BE& Then 
he h i r e d  t h e  su rveyor ,  and he surveyed t h e  whole goddamned t h i n g ,  
you know. And s o  he  BE& g o t  t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  $#@!E t h i n g ,  he g o t  
t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  l a n d ,  n o t  only  of h i s  l a n d ,  b u t  of t h e  whole 
t h i n g  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a n d  owned by s m a l l e r  f a m l l i e s ) .  And t h e r e  
was a case .  And I knew &he lawyer ,  see .  He was coming t o  t h e  house. 
He w a s  t h e  one t h a t  xa I was saying .  He was t h e  poor p o e p l e ' s  
lawyer. But t h i s  guy was always b roke ,  t o o ,  because he gambles 
he was a  gambler,  t h a t  I s  what I heald .  H i s  name w a s  Anacleto 
F i l a r t .  They looked Spanish  too .  T h a t ' s  why they  l i k e d  my 
grandmother because she w a s  white  l i k e  them, s e e ?  They were 
a l l  mest izos .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  a r e ,  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  And 

. t h e n  t h e s e  guys,  t h e y  c a l l e d  my grandmother and my u n c l e ' s  k i d s  'and 
my u n c l e ,  "white  p e o p l e t ' ,  " e spano les , "  t h e y  c a l l e d  them. But they  
t h e y  themselves were a l s o  white .  And s o ,  t h e r e  w a s  a f i g h t .  And 
d i d  you know t h a t  t h i s  son-of-a-bitch k e p t  on t a k i n g  F E ~ ~ I E  money 
from t h e  poor people? See he w a s  a  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y ,  and he wasn ' t  
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supposed t o .  O f  course  I d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  t h e n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  
he was supposed t o  be a p r o v i n c i a l  f i s c a l  which corresponds t o  a  
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  here .  They ' re  n o t  suppose t o  t a k e  money from 
t h e  people  he was defending  because he was a p u b l i c  d e f e n d ~ r ,  
b u t  he was g e t t i n g  money from them. And t h e  c a s e  was n o t  y e t  
dec ided  when I went away. And s o  I kncw how c o r r u p t  t h e  government 
was and I know how t h e s e  r i c h  people had been t a k i n g  aavantage of 
t h e  poor people.  Then when my b r o t h e r  was i n  Zamboanga d e l  Sur  
you know t h a t  he was a  laywer,  then  he w a s  t a l k i n g  about xpnBBxwg 
s q u a t t e r s  t h e r e .  What happened w i t h t  t h a t  c a s e  i s  t h a t  he d i d  
g e t  t h e  t t i t l e  t o  t h e  land .  But t h e  ppor people t h e y  s t a y  t h e e r e  
it g o t  f e n c e s ,  t h e y  know i t s  o t h e r s  p roper ty .  But it w a s  no t  r e -  
c  ord-ed. 
C :  What about  c o r r u p t i o n ?  Americans s a y  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  c c r y u p t ,  - 
you g o t  t o  b r i b e  Lhem. How do you f e e l  about  t h a t ?  

.- The c o r r u p t i o n  t h e r e ,  l e t  me t a l k  about t h e  b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  
t h a t  t h e  one we were t a l k i n g  about ,  now, he a l r e a d y  grab  t h e  l a n d ,  
and then  thedse  epeople a r e  s t i l l  working t h e r e  b u t  t h e y  a r e  f o r c e d  
t o  pay f o r  t h e  r e n t ,  and I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  s h a r e  cropping cause t h e y  
l o s t  t h e  a i t l e ,  and t h e y  s a i d  t h e y  homesteaded bu t  t h e y  go t  no r e -  
c o r d s ,  s o  what t h e y  d i d  was t h e y  d i c t a t e  how much t h e y  a r e  going t o  
g e t ,  when it comes t o  sha re .  Mow I d o n ' t  know how e x a c t l y  t h e y  were 
doing i t  b u t  t h e  poor people were always i n  d e b t ,  you k n ~ w  and t h e y  c a n ' t  
g e t  o u t  of d e b t ,  s o  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  arrangement sx was n o t  s o  va luab le  
f o r  them, b e s i d e s  it w a s  t h e i r  own l and  beforeand t h e y  l o s t  i t ,  and 
then  t h e y  worK f o r  t h e  guy who grab  i t  and he can of d i c t a t e  how much 

rd 
t hey  going t o  pay p l u s  t h e  owner of t h e  e e  might-own t h e  s t o r e  
where t h e y  must buy t h e i r  food from. Ynu s e e ,  t h e  poor guyuhas 
no chance,  he does n o t  know anyth ing  about t h e  law, he cannot a f f o r d  
t o  h i g h e r  a lawyer.  When he goes i n  t o  g e t  some new l a n d  he does not  
know haw t o  perceed and g e t  t h e  t i t l e ,  s ee ' ,  he thought t h a t  he c l ea red  
it and c u l t i v a t e d  i t  and nobody w a s  going over  t h e r e ,  s o  i t  was hks. 
Then l a t e r  on he found o u t  t h a t  he d o n ' t  own i t ,  b u t  t h e y  s t o l e  it 
,by a c q u i r i n g  t h e  ownership and t h e  government i s  duppose t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e s e  people ;  bu t  t h e  government does no t  l p r o t e c t  them because a s  I 
&d t h e  b i g  guy i s  i n  b i g  b u s i n e s s  and then  l a t e r  on h i s  son lbs i n  
government and no t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  people bu t  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s i d a d d y ' s  
b u s i n e s s .  Which w i l l  be h i s  b u s i n e s s  l a t e r  on. So you see  t h e s e  
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t h i n g s  have been t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  
. L: Was t h i s  Gonzales dase w i l l  known? 

C1 

9: Oh y a ,  everyone knew everp th ing  about i t .  They go t  t h e  l e g a l  
r i g h t ,  t hey  d o n ' t  l i k e  him but. . . .  
L: What about t h e  success  s t o r i e s  of those  who went t o  t h e  U.S. and - 
maybe came back.. 

There i s  one when I was a  k i d  , he came from t h e  United s t a t e s  
577 a  tt and he was poor,  and h i s  name was a l s o  Garuspe, and my sister--wm 

5 

i n  law is  a  Garuspe and my mother i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Garuspe 's .  
Snd t h e  mother of t h i s  one took c a r e  of my grandmothers b e f o r e ,  s o  
he came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and (you know my mother worr ied  very  
much about  h e r  mother,  and she d i e d  when she  was s m a l l ,  bu t  he 
heard t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  somewhere i n  town t h i s  o l d  l a d y  ra i -sed  h e r  
and grew upso my mother d i d n ' t  know t h e  r e l a t i v e s  i n  town and then  t 
it happened t h a t  t h e  son of thiis  one came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s )  
and he was k ind  of educa t t ed  I guess  and he go t  t h a t  A,erican accen t  
t o o  because he had been t h e r e  a long t ime ,  and then  he came home and 
was v i s i t i n g  schoo l s  , he was l i k e  a  s u p e r v i s i n g  t e a c h e r ,  and he came 
from n o t  a  very  poor f ami ly ,  t h e y  go t  a  good house,  bu t  n o t  r i c h  

' e i t h e r ,  s o  k ind  of i b  t h e  middle,  and t h e n  l a t e r  on I heard  he was 
working i n  Manila and he was g e t t i n g  $4 a  day,  no P4 a  day. And yog 
s e e  b e f o r e , a  policman t h e r e  g e t  12  pesos a  month, and he was making 
4 o r  5 pesos  a  day ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know what t h e  h e l l  he was doing ,  bu t  
I was impressed too .  That was t h e  most v i v i d  such s t o r y  t h a t  I can 
remember and then  a l s o  a  schoo l  b u t  he w a s  i n  t h e  b a r r i o ,  bu t  t h a t  was 
a l l  I could  hea r  and I d i d n ' t  know anything about  a  lawyer o r  a  
s u p e r i n t e n t e n t  t h a t  I f i s t  say  was M,,rphy, he was a  Ghi te  guy. Big 
American, he was t h e  f irst  one t h a t  I saw. But I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him 
about America. Only when I go t  t o  h igh  school  d i d  I Bxkkxak~~kxxx8x  
ask  about  America.1 
A s  f a r  a s  my t e a c h e r s  were concerned t h e y  were ' t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h  f o r  
t h e  most p a r t .  b u t  what they  missed was tha t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know t h e  
f a c t  of t h e  r a c i a l  d i s c r i n a t i o n  because by be ing  themselves,  t h e y  
went t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  feel-  i n  sympgthy wi th  t h e  
T i l i p i n o s  I 88 g u e s s , t h a t  t h e y  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  g e t  edaca ted ,  and so  
t h e y  expressed. what was goin  on he re  amoung t h e  poor people t h a t  they  
could a l s o  work t h e i r  wag through c o l l e g e  s e e ,  and s o  it could  be 
a p p l i e d   to u.s a l s o ,  so  I t h i n $  t h e y  were hones t  about t h a t  p a r t  of 



i t ,  t h e  on ly  ' t h i n g  t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  unders tand was because t h e y  
were n o t  non-white, s o  t h e y  t h e ~ s e l v e s  were no d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t ,  
t h e y  belonged t o  t h e  dmajor i ty  i n  t h e  U.S. and whm even i f  t h e y  were 
n o t 1  r i c h  t h e y  were poor and t h e y  were s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g e t  educated ,  
w i l l  t h e y  succeededd. These qeople who r e a l l y  work h a r d ,  and t r y  
t o  g e t  an educa t ion ,  t h e y  d i d .  ~~e~  d i d  succeed. But t h e  r a c i a l  

f a c t o r  was no t  considered.. 
But of  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  who came over  t h  t h e  U.S., e s p e c i a l l y  be fo re  
t h e  war, B very ve ry  few succeeded. The p o l i c y  here  was t h a t  when 
they  had graduated  from c o l l e g e  t h e y  would s t i l l  be a d i s h  washer. 
I n  t h e  c i t i e s .  I have f r i e n d s  who g o t  d e g r e e s ,  t h e y  were working i n  

" 1 O  t h e  h o t e l s  wi-th me i n  t h e  r e s t a u s a n t s  andthere  was a  d o c t o r  of c i v i l  
law, he was washing d i s h e s ,  he was a bus boy i n  Chicago. now over  
h e r e  I heard  t h a t  s o  e  of them were g radua t ing  from c o l l e g e  b u t  t h e y  
e r e  of were of my gednera t ion  you know, and ahthey  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e  
and t h e r e  a r e  some who have r e t i r e d  a l r e a d y ,  b u t  t h e  c o l l d g e  graduates$  
now, i s  d i f f e r e n t .  Because h i s  son i s  a  c o l l e g e  graduate  and he go t  
a  job. Rut t h e  f a t h e r  could n o t  g e t  a job and he was a l s o  a  c o l l e g e  
g radua te ,  There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t imes .  

&Did you w r i t e  t o  your f ami ly  a l o t  about your l i f e  here?  
P: No - 
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P: A s  I s a i d ,  I d i d  n o t  w r i t e  wha.t was going on h e r e ,  I d i d n ' t  want - 
t o  be wor r i ed ,  t h e  second one was t h a t  I t h i n k  comparing 

from, even i f  some people g e t  unhappy h e r e ,  I thought  
t h a t  it was b e t t e r  than  t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  an hones t  op in ion ,  you know, 
- 
1 have more chances he re  then  over  t h e r e  cause I d i d n ' t  have any 
ed-ucation y e t  and was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  s t r u g g l e  f o r  an educat ion  and I 
d i d n ' t  have a  chance t h e r e  s o  my chances were b e t t e r  hereeven i f  
it was v e r y  very  hard  f o r  me a s  a  none white .  then  t h e  o t h e r  one 

\I? i s  perhaps  a p e r s o n a l  ego I guess  because I won' t  t e l l  B ~ E  them 
. k h ~ t h e  answers t o  t h e  t r u t h  cause  I been t e l l i n g  them t h e r e  be fo re  
t t h a t  American i s  good, s o  I have t o  s t r u g g l e  and make it good and 

s o  I d i d n ' t  want t o  say  anyth ing  about it. And nos t  of u-s d i d  no t  
t h a t ' s  why t h e  people t h e r e  i n t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  d-id n o t  d iscoverdd 
what i s  going on he re  f o r  a  long t ime beca.u.se t h e  h igh  o f f i c i a l s  use 
t o  come over  h e r e ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  )give a  s h i t  about  u.s,  f o r i n s t a n c e ,  
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I was i n  Chicago, .  Roxas was h e r e ,  Osmena was h e r e ,  I heard t h a t  

3 '  Quirino was he re  t o o ,  those  people ,  and I could 
t a l k  t o  some of them, I wasn ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  asking ques t ions ,  I 
was j u s t  l i s t e n i n g ,  o t h e r s  were asking ques t ions  cause I go t  f r i e n d s ,  
and we belong t o t h e  r a d i c a l  group he re ,  i n  Chicago, you s ee  my 
grand uncle  i n  i n  t h e  s tockade,  i t  s t a r t e d  from the  l i b r a r y ,  because 
even when I was going t o  h igh school  would go a l o t  of t imes t o  t h e  
l i b r a r y ,  pub l i c  l i b r a r y  and p i ck  up marxis t  books, t h a t ' s  were I 
got  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  something e l s e  bes ides  t h i s  economic 
system, t h e  only t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  time and money t o  
pur sue t h a t  s tudy.  So, t he se  people they  ask  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  what 
about t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  " i t ' s  good", people a r e  happy contented ,  
a bunch of junk. But he should know, he was a  speaker  of t h e  house, 
many people t h e r e  a r e  poor,  they  need jobs,  t hey  need maney t o  send 

t h e i r  k i d s  t o  schoo l ,  and unemployment p r e t t y  high ove r the r e ,  
as f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned I d o n ' t  c a r e  what h e ' s a y s ,  I Paow what i s  
happening t h e r e ,  because it not  t h a t  f a r  away t h a t  I can f i n d  ou t .  
Theere i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g k  t h i n g  happening here .  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  not  
being honest  whith o the r  F i l i p i n o s .  We d o n ' t  w r i t e  home; what i s  
r e a l l y  happening here  and t h e  p o l i t i c i a m s s  come here  and d o n ' t  want 
us  t o  know what ' s  going on t he r e .  I t ' s  s o r t  of s t range .  But we here  
do know what ' s  happening t he r e .  
J& Did you p a i n t  a  f a l s e  p i c t u r e ?  
P: I never  d i d  t h a t .  I t o l d  my b ro the r  t h a t -  a l l  t h i s  money I ' m  

us===- 
sending you. I work hard f o r  i t .  But he was too  young t o  understand., 
and my mother i s  always t e l l i n g  him t h a t  t h a t  money i s  rha rd  t o  make 
and we a r e  poor bu t  he i s  kind of inune and t h a t  even when I t o l d  him 
he was no t  impressed . t h e  reason why I say  t h a t  i s  because I heard 
from o the r  people you knob1 t h a t  came t o  t h e  Un i t eds t a t e s  t h a t  when 
he was going t o  h igh school  he was going t o  Baguio, because he go t  
a  l i t t l e  e x t r a  money t o  spend, w i l l  I heard about t h a t  and he was 
kind of d r e s s ing  himself up, no t  l i k e  I was a  b i t  more, w i l l  I can 
see  t h a t  too  and I a s  no t  s o r r y  f o r  t h a t  becuase you got  b u i l d  t h e ,  
s e e ,  I missed a  l o t  of t h i n g s ,  mg i f  my f a t h e r  was no t  so backward 

' t h e n  I could have l ea rned  dancing o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t o  p lay  
an instruament  before  I was i n t e r e s t e d  t hen ,  and my uncle was a  t eacher  
t o o ,  no t  my f a t h e r s  b r o t h e r ,  another  one, i t ' s  a  good uncle xx I g o t ,  
I r e s p e c t  him t o o ,  he was my f a t h e r s  f i r s t  cousin.  Be was a    us cis ion 
he was samar t ,  snar- ter  than  t h i s  one I g o t ,  my f a t h e r s  b ro the r ,  



and he g o t  a  l o t  of t a l e n t s ,  he was a  t a i l o r ,  he i s  a  muscis ian ,  he 
was a t e a c h e r ,  you know, he can do a  l o t  of t h i n g s ,  he was f i r e d ,  

4~ and he w a s  b a r r e d  f r o =  t h e  bureau of educa t ion  because of a l i t t l e  
l p o l i t i c s ,  he became a  t e a c h e r  a g a i n ,  C a r l o s  I t u t a .  And t h i s  one 
he was a  v e r y  r e s p o n c i b l e  person and he g o t  h i s  k i d s  t o  be educated 
t o o ,  I t h i n k  he g o t  one a d e n t i s  o r  d o c t o r ,  P r a n s i s c o ,  I have n o t  
met him y e t  and t h e  w i f e ,  she suppose t o  be h e r e ,  But some of  t h e  

bP k i d s  a r e  h e r e ,  s e e  I d o n ' t  e v e r  have t ime t o  go look et m@ r e l a t i v e s ,  
IDo t he@re  around. 

See I w a s  handicapped, my uncle  C a r l o s  s a i d  t h a t  you should  be 
a l l  r i g h t  b u t  I ' m  a f r i a d  about  your f a t h e r ,  cause  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  p, k k u  &i- d ( 
k i n d ,  t h e n  I could  have used i t ,  'you know f o r  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  

# 

Now I f i n d  t h a t  our  and a l s o  about  music,  I could  be an  a c t o r  t o  g e t  
something1 I want.' You f a c i l i t a t e ,  you make i t  e a s i e r  f o r  you, b u t  
my f a t h e r  w a s  a f r i a d  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  t e a c h  me any of t h e s e  

I d i d n ' t  i n s i s t ,  because whi le  I w a s  ve ry  i n t e r e s t e d  things& 
I was b& , s and so  t h a t  was n o t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  I g o t .  I m i s s  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  and t h e y  could  be v e r y  good t o o l s ,  where t h e r e  i s  o r g a n i z i n g  
o r  f o r  b u s i n e s s  o r  p u b l i c  ~ e l a t i o n s ,  =y th ing  you do you could  use 
thernk as long a s  you unders tand  psychology and you have a l i t t l e  
t a l e n t  t a l e n t  of somekind o r  s k i l l - ,  you can use  them t o  g e t  t h e  guy, 
g e t  t h k s  o r  t h a t  o r  g e t  what you want and be done by ge t t j -ng  t h e  
peop?..e t o ?  do it f o r  you. 
f So I fouad ou t  t h a t  my b r o t h e r  was n o t  b a s h f u l  l i k e -  I was. It 
took me y e a r s  t o  overcome t h a t  i n f e r i o r i t y  complex. 
C: Becausdyou~so ld  t h e  l a s t  p i e c e  of . land t o  come t o  t h e  U,S, d i d  - 
B t h a t  make your f e e l i n g s  of s u p p o r t i n g  your  b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  
s t r o n g e r ?  
P: Oh y a ,  t h a t  p o i n t  i s  v e r y  v a l i d  because my f a t h e r  s a i d ,  "you know - 
son ,  how your s i s t e r  and b r o t h ~ r  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  i n t i t l e d  t o  t h a t  b u t  
because you need it  t h e n  use i t " ,  I had been spending moany going t o  
schoo l  and ofcourse  t h e n  we use it because my f a t h e r  could  n o t  work, 
Now I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  was very  s e n s i b l e  and v e r y  f a i r  t o  my s i s t e r  
adn my b r o t h e r  khakx, b u t  t h e n  he was v e r y  l i ~ i e n t  t o  me, and he* g o t  
some t r u s t  i n  me because he l e t  me use it, And he s a i d ,  "you s e e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  l e f t ,  and now i t s  you t h a t  your s i s t e r  and 
b r o t h e r  g o t  no th ing  l e f t t ; : y o u r  use i t ,  you took i t  b u t  you can have it  
b u t  d o n ' t  f o r g e t ,  t h a t  you g o t  t o  h e l p  them t o o " ,  So,  even back t h e n  
I unders tood v e r y  t h e  w s l l  t h e ~ i m p l i c a t i o n s  of w h a t  my f a t h e r  was 
s a y i n g  t o  me. T h a t ' s  why I s a i d  t h a t  I matured v e r y  e a r l y .  



Could you t e l l  us  about being Pres iden t  of t h e  Jun ior  c l a s s ?  
P: I was t he  p r e s iden t  of t h e  normal course htgh school .  The reason 
(rea 

why i s  t h a t  I knew t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  money t o  go through 
c o l l e g e ,  but  I wanted t o  go so t o  be sure  i f  I was not  g o i n g t o  be 
ab1.e t o  go then I can apply f o r  a  teaching job,  then I ' l l  save 
my money and go l a t e r  t o  zo l l ege ,  then a t  t he  same time f i g u r e  out  
how t o  help  my b ro the r  and my s i s t e r  go t o  school .  BE I came from 
Ligayan, I was i n t h e  second year  t h e r e ,  and t he  second year  ,I made 
f r i e n d s ,  I ' m  t h a t  kind of a  guy, I'm gery  f r i e n d l y ,  and they l i k e  
me, so  I got  a l o t  f o  people who cone around, when they see  me, 
they  s ay ,  "011 come on, l e t ' s  do t h i s  and t h a t " .  It was not  hard 
f o r  me t o  go t o  them because they  c a l l  me and I was r ea l l ykve ry  
thankful  of t h a t ,  'When it comes t o  t h e  meeting w i i l l  ofcourse i f  
I know t h e  sub j ec t  mat ter  I could s tand  up and d i scuss .  So they 
begain ' to  n o t i c e  me, and I had a f r i e n d  who. had been teaching i n  
Mindanao and had come back t o  continue h i s  s t u d i e s ,  he wa.s olCer 
than I was. So he f i gu red  out w e l l ,  I want t o  be p r e s i d e n t ,  ah,  

. I  thLnk he s t a r t e d  f i g u r i n g  about when he w i l l  be p r e s iden t  and 
187 when I w i l l  be pres i -dent ,  h i s  name was Mariano Ca r t i en t e .  And 

so  we were kind of t a l k i n g  about i t  then I never thought t h a t  he 
was f l g u r i n g  something l i k e  t h a t ,  but  t h a t  i s  t he  advantage of 
being wi th  some experienced people and o lde r  people,  and so  I learned 
something, I g u ~ s s  kind of being agreeable with him, and when he made 

some suggest ions  he s a i d  we l l ,  a ,  he s i a d  t h a t  he wanted S x  " @ 
me 4 x H x  a  cand-idate, I th ink  i n  t h e  t h i r d  yea r ,  and then  we kind 
of campaigned t h a t  way, and I had a  l o t  of f r i e n d s  and he knew i t ,  
he was very f r i e n d l y  t o o ,  he got  a  l o t  of in f luence  t.0, and then he 

knew more than I d i d ,  he got  more experience.  But then when i t k  comes 
t o  t h e  sub j ec t  hakxthat  I know I can d i s cus s  wi th  anybody because I 
have my own opinion t o o ,  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  bea t i ng  them, but  I have 
my own opinion t o  express ,  sok theke were a l s o  o the r  people,who wanted 
t o  be p r e s i d e n t ,  w i l l  we bea t  them and they got  t o  support  us .  l a t e r  
on Mariano changed h i s  minC t h a t  I would be a  caondidate f o r  t he  
presidency of the  Jun ior  c l a s s  cause he wanted t o  be p res iden t  next  
y e a r ' f o r  tlie s en io r  c l a s s .  I was not  even f i g u r i n g  out t h a t  wag 
and 1: j u s t  say,"Ohh.o, I d o n ' t  care1 '  so  we won t h z t  way, I became 
p r e s i d e n t 1  and I was not  r e a l l y  ready f o r  i.t because you see  when you 
are a p re s iden t  any ques t ions  t h a t  &omes u.pk, you r e a l l y  got  t o  know& 

\ 



what k ind  of an answer you g o t  t o  g ive .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  y o u ' r e  
0 1 over  t h e r e ,  t h a t  y o u ~ s ~ a n d  on t  a a k ~  when you know t h e  s u b j e c t ,  you 

see .  T h a t ' s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  you s e e .  S ~ ~ & ~ $ f f r n e d  a l o t  of  
l e s s o n s  t h e r e .  And Mariano i s  t h e  one who/tr ied t o  guide  me and 
h e l p  me. He was a good guy, v e r y  n i c e  person .  I could  t r u s t  
him o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  O f  course  I was, i n  t h e  
t o o .  But he w a s  v e r y  much o l d e r  than  I w a s .  
A H e  must have admired you. 
P: Ohg yeah. We werH7FHose f r i e n d s ,  you know. We always went e 
t o g e t h e r .  And he would, a h ,  we would meet i n  h i s  p l a c e  andpgornes 
and v i s i t ,  you know. We were c l o s e .  
C.  What l e s s o n s  d i d  you s a y  you + l e a r n e d  from him? 
P: For  i n s t a n c e ,  I s a i d  t h i s ,  s e e ,  because I have exper ience  i n  - 
thecommunity. I n  t h e  F i l i p i n o  communities. And I have been 
around. 53~1 Washington, Spokane, and Minneapol is ,  Minnesota, and 

U Chicago most of i t ,  over  h e r e  i n  e l a n o ,  i3mlawn i n d  S tock ton ,  
a l l  b u l l s h i t ,  you know. I n  t h e  American Legion,  t h e y p r e p a r e  you 
f o r  f o r  o p p o s i t i o n .  Somebody wants t o  be a commander. I was e l e c t e d  

of  t e  A r i c a n  Xegi n )  as second v i c e  cLmmanher ,?gee. Bur. LBe guy who was c o m m a n d e q c f t  
f o r  t h e P h i l i p p i n e s  and d i d n ' t  come back. And t h e n  l a t e r  on,  wgen 

a&\ it i s  a l l  Dver, he comex back. S e e ,  t h a t ' s  c o l o n i a l i s m ( ? )  So I 
w a s  a c t i n g  a s  commander, you s e e .  So I . v~as  suppose t o  be t h e  
n e x t  e l e c t e d  commander. But somebody ( e l s e )  wanted to . -be  t h e  
commander. He s a i d ,  "Well, you 've a l r e a d y  been cornmadder." I 
s a i d  I d o n ' t  c a r e ,  I ' v e  been commander, smy a l l  r i g h t ,  you know. 
So he wanted t o  be commander andthen he pushed me ou t .  But over  
t h e r e  whi le  he w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e ~ s  i n  t h e  
ammunity. Like f o r  i n s t a n c e  i n t h e  community, you know, oh,  t h e y  
go so  much about  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e s  and v e r y  few. people  a r e  
acqua in ted  about  t h e s e  r u l e s .  They f i g h t  l i k e  h e l l  on t h e s e  r u l  
and t h e y  cannot  do any b u s i n e s s ,  t hen  t h e y  ' m i s s  what t h e  k;l=n 

mf r u l e )  =xxf~sx o f  o r d e r  isfrn f o r .  P r i m a r i l y ,  t h e  'u4& ( ? I  
r u l e s  of o r d e r  i s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  b a s i n e s s .  Now, i n  t h e  meetings of 

- t h e s e  b u s i n e s s  p  p l e ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  know about  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e s .  
T h a t ' s  why t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  lawyers ,  you see .  And then  when t h e y  
a t t e m p t  t o  p u t  up a motion,  o r  a  sugges t ion  o r  sone th ing ,  t h e y  

1ai.t a rr~ivute s a y ,  'llii'elY, we h5ve r i o t  decided  t h i s , "  and t h e  guy i s  n o t  i n s u l t e d .  
'11 r j t - t o  But you do t h a t  t o  a F i l i p i n o ,  ~%sxga@~xxl f i g h t  you, ;iou h o w .  

r' 



And h e ' s  e n t i r e l y  wrong, you know. But s t i l l  he f i g h t s  you, 
r i g h t  o r  wrong, he w i l l  f i g h t  you anyway, see .  
&& YOU l e a r n e d  t h i s  a s  p r e s i d n n t  or" your j u n i o r  c l a s s ?  
,&L Yeah, t h a t ' s  why you g o t t a  go g radua l ly .  Because I thought  I 
was smar t  enough, But when t h e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  come i n ,  I go 
s topped,  you see .  Bnd it go t  me t o  r e a d  t h e  Rober ts  Rules  of Order. 
And t h a t f  s what ' 1 ' v e  l ea rned .  So h e r e  i n  t h e  commpnities, t h e  

t roub le  of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  i s  t h a t  t h e g  r u l e s  a r e  more impor tant  t o  
them t h a n  kkag what t h e y  want t o  accomol@h. Which i s  f o o l i s h ,  
you know. Now when t h e y  d o n ' t  know t h e  r u l e ,  admit it. And l e t  
somebody who knows s t r a i g h t e n  it out .  And go i n  t h e  r i g h t  procedure.  
T h a t ' s  t h e  mistake o f ,  you know ( t h  F i l i p i n o  corcmunities), t h a t ' s  
why t h e y  always f i g h t .  Because of t h e i r  ego, and he knows he does 
n o t  know i t  and he s t i l l  f i g h t s .  
C: Was be ing  p r e s i d e n t  e f  t h a t  c l a s s  your f i r s t  exper ience  of r u l i n g ,  
\Ile 

be ing  i n  l e a d e r s h i p ?  Did. you l i k e  i t ?  
P: Yeah. Also it a f f e c t e d  my grades .  my g rades  were f a l l i n g  down. 
.Bq 

It w a s  n o t  a ve ry  good exper ience .  The only  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I l ea rned  
some l e s s o n s .  Because I thought  t h a t  I was smart enough& t o  handle 

300 it b u t  I l a c k  exper ience .  I d i d n ' t  know enough about t h e  Rober ts  
Rule of o rde r .  
C :  How about  your a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  wi th  people as a person i n  h igh  - p o e i t i o n ?  How su.ccessfu1 were you? 
P: Not ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l .  
# 

&Did you l e a r n  from t h a t ?  
I): Yeah, t h e  r eason  i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  ,' ah... . .This comes, t h i s  i s  a  
v 
weakness t h a t  I g o t  o r  t h i n g .  You can i n t e r p e t  it i n  any way. You 
can c a l l  it  a  weakness o r  yo@'~Q!l it a  s t r e n g t h .  But you s e e  a s  
I t o l d  you about my u n c l e ,  t h a t  he was kinda  domineering, and I 
r e s e n t  a u t h o r i t y .  And he i s  p r e s s i n g  me, I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  see .  So 

. I f i g h t  back. And a u t h o r i t i e s  d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  So I ' m  n o t  ve ry  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  tha t . ,  But I developed aw independent judgment. And &: \ \  
nobody vme&d=v Mfq e  tmik=d me how t o  dec ide .  Well ,  I l i s t e n  t o  sugges t ions ,  

. and  i f  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  don't r e a l l y  harm, you know, m.omething more 
impor tant  I can go along.  Lj-Ee, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  sugges t  t h e y  
should do t h i s  and t h a t ,  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  i f  t h e y  want t o  t r y  t h a t  i d e a  

",21 
and i f  t h e y  f i n d  t h a t  it i s  wrong t h e n  we k i s s  ~ t ,  You see .  I w o ~ k  

under p r i n c i p l e  you know. Wqenever it comes t o  t h e  le tdowns,  
you k?ow, l i f e  f o r  i n s t a n c e  I o t  i n  t r o u b l e  w i t h  Cesear. Some o t h e r  
gu-ys  hey fight me, t h e y ' r e  r a f i c a l s ,  and i t s  t h e s e  people who 

7 - 1 - 7  C h u i  ld thi s th ing . , '  p3 
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And t h e n  t h e  lawyers.  They c a l l  them r a c i s t s  and t h i s  and t h a t ,  
you know. Got i n t o  a  b i g  f i g h t .  
C :  Who c a l l e d  who r a c i s e s ?  - r a d i c a l  P: The @ t i w ' i f , E B T & g & $ ~ $ ~  t h e y ' d  c a l l  t h e  lawyers r a c i s t s .  - 
The l a g y e r s  a.re Jewish ,  you know. And then  Chr i s  i s  one. Then 
t h e r e  ass another  guy, from Peru. W i s  i s  reasonab le  r a d i c a l s /  

Theen t h e y  blamed me because I ' m  an o f f i c e r  and how come I l e t  
them f i g h t  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. T ~ x z b  Verbal ly  g i g h t  t h a t  is.  
And it a f f e c t s  t h e  union. Su re ,  i t  a f f e c t s  t h e  union. But 
you g o t  them b a s t a r d s  i n  La Paz,  inc lud ing  Cesar ,  they  go t  no t  
enoughh sense  t h a t  people g o t  t h e i r  own ideas ,=& they  come 
i n ,  you know, and s o  t h e y  express  t h e i r  own. Now even i f  I weTe 
t h e r e ,  when they  were f i g h t i n g ,  I could no t  s t o p  t h e i r  ideas .  

3 6  T h a t ' s  why you've g o t  problems. Becaase you keep on ( ? I  
t h ings .  And t h a t  h h r t s  me, you awx know. And I d i d n ' t  B E ~ I  
s a y  t h a t  Cesar i s  s o  goddamn narrow-minded l i k e  t h a t .  And I s t i l l  
t h i n k  he was wrong. U n t i l  Today. To accuse me l i k e  t h a t .  

0)b3 I:.') accuse me of o t h e r  t h ings .  Fuck him, you know. A s  
f a r  as I a m  concerned I l i k e  C e s a ~ ,  b u t  accus ing  me l i k e  t h a t .  
There ' s  no v a l i d  r e a sons  t o  do t h a t .  I cannot  c o n t r o l  p e o p l e ' s  
i d e a s  you know. T h a t ' s  why you gok yhe movement because people 
b r i n g  i n  t h e i r  i dea s .  Now i f  t h e  i d e a s . d o n l t  f i t ,  d i s c a r d  them. 
Those t h a t  f i t ,  use . them,  you see .  Now i f . y o u l r e  gonna s ay  you 
cannot t a l k ,  then  wha t ' s  B ~ E E  your p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  f o r  
freddom of  expression '?  Let h i n  speak,  godamn it,  If  i t ( h i s  
i d e a )  does not' s u i t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  d i s c a r d  i t .  PHE May be you 
can use it tomorrow. Condif ions change. Y ~ x x ~ x g h B x s s ~ B x x ~ ~ & x ~  
w ~ ~ y x b x B  It might be u s e l e s s  t o  use i t  now bu t  you might need 
it  tomorrwa. But i f  you d o n ' t  l e t  poelpe express  themselves,  
how t h e  h e l l  ~mik-  do you g e t  t h e  i d e a s ?  They d o n ' t  a l l  come 
from your head. Some come from b the r  heads t o  use.  T h a t ' s  

UP!. c  r e l e a d ~ r s h i  a where I d i f f e r  from t h e s e  g&ys,! !? g d f e r  very  mu@ from them 
you s ee .  Now, I guess  I go t  i s o l a t e d  b u t  I developed my own 
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  my reason ing ,  and dsc ige  t h e  way I th ink .  Not 
t h e  way t hey  s a i d .  And . I ' m  not  gonna ask  Cesa r ' s  op in ion ,  
b u l l s h i t ,  m I go t  my own. 
C. So, t h e  dance. / 
P: I s a i d  t h a t  i t  could be very  u se fu l .  Oh, you mean t h e  h igh  $60 / \ 

schoo l  dance. Oh w e l l ,  you s e e ,  ZXMERBE as I s a i d  my d r e s s ,  t h e  



e  of themf a t  l e a s t ,  and t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h e y  might 
have been poorg l i k e  me but  t h e y  g o t  b e t t e r  s u i t s ,  you know. 
And t h a t  L e a l l v  g e t  you down, because even i f  your v a l u e s  
a r e  n o t  i n  your d r e s s ,  you f e e l  t h a t  you ' r e  ou t  of p l a c e ,  you s e e .  - 
So I was r e a l l y  depr  ssdd about t h a t ,  and I never  ca red  t o  go 
93  f en c e r t a i n  o c c a s i o n , a g a i n  where I was i n v i t e d .  Becuase I knew 
I ~88ft%mfg&k dressed  up a n d , I  d i d n ' t  have it. 

-- 
why 

even w5en I cane t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  I was w ~ k  a c t i n a  l i k e .  

k ~ h e n  - I was he re  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
s , h - it itras b e t t  r b  cause 8 could s p a r e  a . fev  d o l l a r s , ,  you k n ~ w , ~ b u . g  & %J9 * r + t h  ,,: -.&@,A 9 " k d 7  9, k &rl -LA& 

-ater j~ i x ~ - & ~ ~ - I I - - P ~ ~ e x m ~ k - d  ==- I i o n l t  

universities , w e l l ,  
.to wear a  t i e  and a  sweater  o r  s o r n e t h j . n , g . 2 d t h a t ,  and 

a [.mP-JY 54 h-7 ~ l ~ a n - . ; = - ~ ~ _ ~ k n o w .  That t ime ,e-I.-vas expected t o  be 
.(rw~w ./r- 

Because t h e y  ~ i ~ ~ ~ - n ~ - o o $ . - - a t ~ ~ r n e  from head t o  f o o t .  
/>p6;"4""-̂ _ 

4<,H \ 
-"- 

you know, when  as y o u n ' g ~ ~ h e r e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
a  h a i r ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ o r  i f  I look l i k e  a  &cent  guy. So t h e y  \ . ?-" --"-.\ t a l k i n g  abou t ,  you see .  (Th i s  i s  i L . 1  had \-.* .- 

t h e n ,  a few y e a r s  a g o - - ~ d i t o r ) .  Right  now.,, ,. \ 
t h i s  , jacket ( d e s c r i b e  jacket--2d.) and I d o n ' t *  



-*---.,A, 

=------- 

k ing  f o r  Ph/Ds ,-. 

P h i l i p p i n e s ,  it w a s  impor tant  how one was dressdd.  T h a t ' s  t r u e ,  
I even now, I th ink .  

And t h e y  could h a r d l y  buy a  s u i t  ove r  t h e r e .  But 
you& s e e ,  t h e  damn guys over  t h e r e ,  you know, t h e  s t andard  t h a t  .. 
i s  s e t  up i s  too  ' h  h e r e ,  +@E% . t h e y  a r e  

it went down. 

Sur .  We t a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e  about 
coming t o  t h e  United Skates.,, He was k ind  of a  cous in  t o  my f a t h e r .  
Second cous in .  Aar* I I i s  name i s  Pedro de l a > C r u z .  He 's  a  yea r  

n&&& 

course  he d i d n ' t  
read- l i k e  I d i d .  I ime reading .  A l o t  
of i t .  - e  found o a t  t h a t  t h e r e  M* 

two more who vi5nted o r  were p lanning  t o  come t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
--f 

~wc$nore men. One was t h e  o l d a r s t  2xinuot one among us f o u r .  Bipt hB 
,(Q t he one from Asignn was t h e  youngest. I f o r g o t  t h e i r  names. d r b !  
- .  

$he youngest one was Herbacio Gorospe. He's t h e  one who committed 
s u i c i d e  i n  S e a t t l e  o r  Tacoma. I h e a r d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was 
t r u e  o r  no t .  But I heard  t h a t  he met a  g i r l  he f e l l  i n  love  wi th ,  
a  whi te  woman, I t h i n k  s o ,  bu t  I d o 9 ' t  know what happened bu t  he 
k i l l e d  h i n s e l f .  And then  t h e  p t h e r  one who was i n  Tacoma a l s o ,  
Arng~k. F e l i p e  Arke l ,  was h i s  name. Ele was -l-h..e olie wi th  Herbaciou 



So SJ.~--. -S& - $he t h r e e  of u  
/ $ 

coming from Pangasinan,  and Pedro coming from I l o c o s  Sur .  So 
I was wondering i f  he was coming o r  n o t ,  pou know. And t h e n - v e r y  
soon,  somebody c a l l e d  o u t s a t  n i g h t  - he was ask ing  - and I Szd 

'd lwm out  t h a t  h was tkd$&~ So we k ind  of  g e t  r eady  i n  a  h u r r y  
( b u r s t  of  l a u g h t e r ) .  We go t  t h e  p l a n s ,  we agreed t h a t  we were 
going. We j u s t  d i d n ' t  lc 

s 

i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  i s  ve ry  h e a r t f u l ,  and t h i s  
1 land t h a t .  But o u t s i d e  of t h a t  h e ' s  n o t ,  he does n o t  understand I \ very  w e l l .  One of them must be v e r y  o l d  now. - d 

b@ So,  Pedno cane one n i g h t  and we as- 
v- 

eefk-6- 
- i n  t h e  b a r r i o ,  

i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  town where t h e y  t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
we found out  t h a t  t i v W k % l s o  going t o  t h e  U.S. t h a t  t ime. 
So we g o t  acqua in ted ,  - ' i f  y o u ' r e  going t o  t Q e - T T ? i _ t ~ f i  S t a 3 e s  and 

'b. c;. - - 

dhd-n't want t o  change +hem, you know. I g o t  a  few pesos l e f t  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  $ant .to change them t o  d o l l a r s ,  you know. So, then  t h e  

guy d i d n ' t  show up?% He was a  mest izo guy. 

g o t  on t h e  t r a i n  I f o r g o t  t o  t e l l  you.. From Pangasinan,  
-where I l i v e ,  you s e e ,  1 ,  t h e r e ,  w e  took t h e  bus t o  Dagugan 
and  f r o n  Dagupan, we -I-001: t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  t r a i n ,  you know, and 

," -P:fl{;!el l ,  the.7 icnpen. Ply rnot,her bias c ry ing  f c r  over a \.$lee>: alread.7. -. ei. knew I was gal-ng. And lily mother touched. oe. I l i k e d  m y  mother 
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very  much. Bu p u l l . t o  go w a s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  my mother. It 

was ver&hard 
. Ply mother had been c r y i n g  you know. It w a s  ve ry  

hard.  ') -, !ILL- .@ 

a guy who seldom c ry .  He c r y  ,A he ' s l i k e  
me, you know. I d o n ' t  c r y  ve ry  o f t en .  But t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

'I gha t  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime I aaw my f a t h e r  

I I l i k e  it was going t o  t e a r  you i n t o  two. /“ 

i s  guy was a young fe l low.  A good 
- 

18bking guy. ~ncfhe  looked Gery d e c e n t ,  sof t -spoken,  was good 
i n  t a l k i n g .  ge went t o  $is house. 

And t h e  mother w a s  t h e r e .  And then  1 a t e r . o  he brough-t; u s  
where w.e g a t  our  p a s s p o r t .  I- - J l i l e  were coun t ry  
peop le ,  you see .  We d i d n ' t  know very  much, Even i f  I s t ayed  

/'-in a  c i t y ,  it was n o t  Manila. $20 what happened was, he brought 
u s  t h e r e . a n d  s o  on and we went through a l l  t h i s  p rocess  of g e t t i n g  
t h e  necessa ry  t h i n g s  we needed. And medical vacc ina t ions .  They 
r e a l l y  gave you a p h y s i c a l  examination. We r e a l l y  passed through 

\ t h e n  t h i s  guy i n  t h e  las t  minute,  ~e3ky s a i d ,  you go t  
9 

every th ing  now, b u t  do you have any e x t r a  money t:-at you want t o  
be changed t o  d o l l a r s  s o  you can spend it t h e r e  because you cannot 
pend pesos  there? '  The reason  was l o g i c a l ,  you$lcnow. So t h e y  
gave t h e i r  money b u t  I d o n ' t  know why. I r e a l l y  

1' cannot  unders tand why I d i d n ' t  g ive  my money. There was n s -  
very  much l e f t  because when I g o t  i n t o  S e a t t l e  
$25.. l e f t .  I f o r g o t  how much t h e  boa t  f a r e  was, 
found out  when w e  g o t  t o  HongKond, then we found out  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  

, 
a l o t  of people t h e r e  t h a t  exchanged money, you know. So I exchanged 

L my money t h e r e  ( l a u g h t e r ) .  The o t h e r s ,  they  g o t  ve ry  few l e f t ,  maybe 
n o t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know. I f o r g o t  i f  t h e y  gok money o r  no t .  Pedro 



can t e l l  you more because he can  remember some o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 
f o r g o t .  

f157 You know, you g o t t a  r e a r r a n g e  because I a l r e a d y  s a i d  about  t h e  
guy t h a t  took some money from t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  and changed them 
t o  d o l l a r s  and was supposed t o  meet us  i n  t h e  b u t  he d i d n ' t  
show up, So t h a t ' s  t h e  way he j ipped t h e  guys b u t  he d i d n ' t  g e t  
any th ing  from me .') 

-11n M a n i l a , x i c  F e l i p e  Arhel ,  i n  ~ a n i l a .  
sb 

The g i r l f r i e n d  was t h e r e  and hhe g o t  a b r o t h e r  and he w a s  a l s o  
s t a y i n g  wi th  t h e  b r o t h e r .  They g o t  some k ind  of an apawkment. 

working, you know. So we s t a y e d  t h e r e  and 
hing.&\/e st@ed i n  t h e i r  apartment.  i$awr name was Bi-ta b u t  I f o r g o t  t h e  

, . 
f a m i l y  name. 1 t h i n k  t h e y  were from PangasTnan b u t  I r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  know where t h e y  come from.Qhso we s t a y e d  t h e r e .  And 
one t ime we went f o r  Q; walk I guess .  we were c r o s s i n g  
a k ind  og a  highway and t h e  highway w a s  a two'way s t r e e t .  It 
w a s  n o t  a freeway. It w a s  a two-way s t ree t - .  I n  a tao-way s t r e e t ,  
i t ' s  hard  t o  go through. And t h e  policeman w a s  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
t r a f f i c  and we were going a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a f f i c  , yo$ee. 
gt t h a t  t ime ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any s i g n a l s  o r  s t o p  a n d - t h i s  and 
/ 

t h a t ,  t h a t ' s  why t h e y  g o t  a policeman i chere.  The t r a f f i c  4 i n  4 
t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y  was ve ry  busy. And we came from t h e  b a r r i o - -  
we were coun t ry  k i d s ,  we d i d n ' t  know ;bout t r a f f i c  r u l e s  and regu la -  
t i o n s ,  and s o ,  w e  s t a r t e d g i n g  and t h e  c a r s  never  s topped.  They . 

k e p t  comink and going and we could  iiot c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .  Some of 
u s  g o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  policeman because it was a s a f e t y  p l a c e  because 
we knew t h a t  t h e  d r i v e r s  w i l l  n o t  h i t  t h e  poiceman. L z t e r  on ,  
t h e  t r a f f i c  s topped because t h e  p o l i c e ~ ~ a n  changed t h e  xgf signak.  
And s o  we were r e l b e d  because we could go then .  But t h e  pol icen@ 
was s o  busy a t  t h e  t ime when we were going agains- t  t h e  t r a f f i c  
t h a t  he g o t  no t i n e  t o  g ive  u s  a s i g n a l .  So we d i d n ' t  kcnow what 
t o  do . And even i f  he gave u s  a s z g n a l  we d i d n ' t  x w ~ I ~ B n ; x  understand 
him. That was t h e  funny p a r t  t h e r e i f ( ' ' ~ h a t  was my f i r s t  e ~ p e r i e n c e  

$J' about  t r a f f i c .  You coulC$yiea people from t h e  coun t ry  when t h e y  
'a\ 

go t o  t h e  c i t i e s  -+LJXLUUZSP, Qey-~&+ 3 

e9 t EY z-*%- 
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C:  You c o u l d n ' t  unders tand t h e  people i n  8 )  - *  
S m a g a l o g ?  No. But some of them were speaking I locano.  And 
i n  t h e  c i t y  of c o u r s e ,  you s e e ,  t h e y  have t h i s  f l u s h  t o i l e t s .  
Where we come from, t h e r e  were no f l u s h  t o i l e t s ,  you see .  So 
t h e y  t o l d u s ,  &hen you go t o  t h e  t o i l e t ,  t h i s  and t h a t , '  t h e y  
t o l d  u s  what  t o  do. And n o t  t o  use  a s t i c k  o r  something. Because 
it w i l l  t h e  t o i l e t s .  They d i d n ' t  have any t o i J e t  paper .  
They were us ing  newspapers. Neivspapers &g up t h e  t o i l e t s .  
That t ime I' d i d n ' t  know. So we d i d  wha-t t h e y  s a i d .  That w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  funny epxer ience  I g o t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Now I d o n ' t  know 
i f  I can t h i n k  of anoth.er one. 

L - L?  -u OP  YO--^-^"^^ - 

&&==?k@"~e d i d n ' t  have t h a t  money t o  go a r o  Rut +kq ure 6 
e--=' 

- bsa&~+& t o  -the market and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  market w a s  s a n i t a r y . '  
of course  may be it w a s  o.k., 

But I d i d n ' t  f e e l  it w a s  very  c l e a n  then .  Because we a l s o  had - - 
b i g  markets  i n  o  wn and t h e y  were c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h a t  Lone i n  
Manila!. an77 pe.ople,,hand.le . the - t-hilzgp F n d  it wasn' t 
l i k e  h e r e  kf- where d&ssa something t h a t ' s  d e l i c a t e  t o  hand le ,  
you g e t  it from behind. a glass door ,  you know. You have some 
p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  f l i e s  and a l l  t h a t  t h i n g ,  you see .  But over  
t h e r e  , I d i d n ' t  s e e  any. So I d o n ' t  t h i n h  it w a s  very  s a n i t a r y .  
I knew about  s a n i t a t i o n  then  because I was .a l r eady  i n  h igh  
school  and I s tudy  about  s a n i t a t i o n .  So, 

4-6 
I s a w  t h e  

' s  a l l  I kn 

And t - h e - t r a f f i c .  I h a s  RYEE never  i n  a  t r a f f i c  l i k e  t h a t  
'3) . .- b e f o r e .  

<>-';ihen t h e  day came, we went t o  t h e  p i e r .  And then  we showed 
our p a s s p o r t s  and t h e y  l e t  us  i n .  People were t h e r e  t o  say  
good-bye. I d i d n ' t  have any r e l a t i v e s .  The people who came 
wi th  u s  were Fel-ipe A r h e l ' s  g i r l f r F e n d  and her  b r o t h e r  and I 

t 
t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a l l .  We d i d n ' t  have any reAat-ives t h e r e .  



L: What was R i t a  do ing  i n  Manila? Was she  working? 
.p. 

P a  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  she was working. She was Bust #=+ 
a young gir1.a-t t h a t  t ime.  I t h i n k  only  F e l i p e  g o t  a g i r l f r i e n d .  
I d i d n ' t  have any. Of course  I kx& g o t  some f r i e n d s  b u t  n o t  
t h a t  s e r i o u s ,  because I d i d n ' t  want t o  be t i e d  up. Then we went 
i n t o  t h e  s h i p  and when t h e  s h i p  w a s  begin ing  t o  p u l l  ou t  of t h e  
p i e r ,  t hen  t h e y  s t a r t e d  s i n g i n g  (playing--ed,)  t h a t  music 
Aloha, t h e  f a r e w e l l  song. I t h i n k  it w a s  Hawaiian. It was p r e t t y  
hard.  People were ou tq ide  onthe deck,  looking ,$or  t h e  l a s t  t ime ,  
watching t h e  p i e r .  And as we moved t h e  damr t h i n g  o u t ,  w e l l ,  
we s t a y e d  ou t  u n t i l  we could  n o t  s e e  anymore where we come from. 
I then  I f i g u r e d  out--you see  I came from I l o c o s  S u r ,  I w a s  
born there-- then it reminded me when I was a k i d  t h a t  we s a w  
s h i p  going t h a t  way. This  w a s  t h e  same s h i p  ( I  used t o  see--Ed.) 
t h a t  were going t o  HongKong. That one I pu t  them t o g e t h e r  f o r  
t h e  f i rs t  t ime (memory of chi ldhood s e e i n g  s h i p s  s a i l i n g  n o r t h ) .  
When I found ou t  t h a t  we were going t h a t  way, then  I remembered. 
I could a l s o  s e e  t h e  o u t l i n e  of t h e  i s l a n d .  I knew where I l o c o s  
Sur  was. Then we could  s e e  s h i p s  pass ing  by, way i n  t h e  hor izon 
going t o  HongKong (when I was a k i d ) .  On t h e  b o a t ,  some were 

' n s  l y i n g  on t h e  d - ~ c k ,  and some went kmx&$~fz~=kk~&'beds  i n  t h e  
bunkhouse. We were i n  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  t h e  lowest deck. You g o t  
a bed he re  and a  bed he re  and he re  and t h e r e ,  and t o p  of each 
o t h e r .  Then t h e r e ' s  an a l l e y  h e r e ,  then  a  bed he re  and h e r e ,  
l i k e  t h a t .  Then he re  cones t h i s  Chinaman, f ~ i # g  t h i n g s  t o  
s e l l .  They came from t h e  k i t c h e n .  c hey were s e l l i n g  food-. 
Those people who d i d n ' t  g e t  d i z z y  ( s e a s i c k - - ~ d . ) ,  t hey  picked 
o u t  t h i n g s  (from t h e  Chiaaman). These F i l i p i n o s ,  you $mow. 
You s e e ,  when t h e  Chinaman was c a r r y i n g  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  ( t r a y  
o r  b a s k e t  on t o p  of h i s  head ok s h o u l d e r ) ,  he could n o t  s e e ,  
s o  people on t h e  t o p  bunk would pick=& wi thout  paying and when 
t h e  Chinaman looked,  a lmost  eve ry th ing  was gone.(Laughter).  
When he looked up, nobody was moving. (More l a u g h t e r ) ,  These 

' F i l i p i n o s ,  you know. They're  n o t  r e a l l y  doing it r i g h t  and 
s o  he ( t h e  Chinaman) l e a ~ n e d  t h a t  ( t r i c k - - ~ d . ) .  
L: What k inds  of food was he s e l l i n g ?  

&--- 

P: P a s t r i e s .  and duck. cooked duck,  and chicken. L a t e r  on ,  
/ 
N~EI<XI found out  t h a t  t h e s e  g  ddamn guys ( F i l p n o s ) ,  t h e y  
gambled l i $ e  h e l l  on t h e  s h i p .  Tha . t l s  where th2y s t a r t e d  gambling. 



I never  went where t h e y  were gambling. There were two who were 
ready  t o  k i l l  each o t h e r .  And I heard t h a t  it s t a r t e d  from t h e  
gambling. And t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  kn ives  ready. They (-the crowd) 
succeeddd i n  s e p a r a t i n g  them tho .  
C: Do you t h i n k  t h e s e  guys gambled a l o t  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  too?  - 
P: Oh yeah. F i l i p i n o s  a r e  gamblers i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  Then 

OC 

when t h e y  were on t h e  s h i p ,  t h e y  l e a r n e d  t h e  Chinaman's gambling, 
lfjl14Jvthe s ikog-s ikoy,  b u t t o n s ,  t h e y  count  it byhfour.  I f  you g o t  one 

o r  two o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r s ,  you b e t  on those .  I t h i n k  t h e y  c a l l e d  
it sikoy-sikoy, See I ' m  n o t  a gambler so  I d o n ' t  know. But I 

heard about it. They l e a r n e d  t h a t  (on t h e  s h i p ) .  There were a 
number of games t h a t  t h e y  were p l a y i n g ,  b e t t i n g  money. And a  
l o t  of them, you know, when we g o t  i n t o  S e a t t l e ,  got  no money 
l e f t ,  you see .  It was good f o r  me i n  t h e  beginning. We go t  i n t o  
HongKong a t  n i g h t  because we s t a r t e d  i n t h e  af te rnoon.  I d o n ' t  
know how f a r  H.K. i s  f a r  from Manila. We g o t  t h e r e  by n i g h t .  
You could  s e e  t h a t  a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  p l a c e  looked d i f f e r e n t  because 
you g o t  a l l  t h e  e l e c $ r i c  l i g h t s  on and you a r e  out  a t  s e a  zm& s o  
you could  s e e  t h a t  t h e  mountains,  H.K, i s  a mountainoue r e g i o n ,  
and t h e  houses were r igh t  t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l s  and s i d e s  of t h e  - 

a- 
mountains. That w a s  my first  s i g h t  of a 
Usua l ly  th.e b i g  towns I saw i n  t h e  
p l a i n s ,  l i k e  t h i s .  . I ~ & x m ~ x ~ s x  d i d n ' t  know what Baguio 
looked l i k e .  I never  saw it. E I t  ( s i g h t  of H.K.) w a s  v e r y  
e x c i t i n g .  . Then i n  t h e  a r m i n g ,  t h e  nex t  day,  we went ashore .  
We found out  t h a t  t h e  policeman was a Hindu--he g o t  a long  

3-18 whip, you know. And t h e n  we WEE& s e n t  t o  some k i n d - o f  a n i g h t  
p l a c e ,  a k iosko ,  some of t h e  Chinese were t h e r e  and he re  comes 
t h e  god damn policeman, he was a h indu,  from I n d i a ,  and t h e  son 
of a gun s t a r t e d  whipping t h e  people and I s a i d  t h i s  son of a 
b i t c h ,  t h e n  we F i l i p i n o s  were looking  a t  each o t h e r  wondering i f  
he wanted t o  do t h a t  t o .  us  ( l a u g h ) .  We j u s t  s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  a- 
while .  He was wipping t h e  ch inese  because he does n o t  want them 
t h e r e ,  he want t o  g e t  them 0u.t  of t h e r e .  See i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a l d o g ,  
i f  t h e  dog i s  n o t  t r a i n e d  y e t ,  w i l l  you g o t  t o  k ind  of s h o ~ ~  t h e  
whip, t o  d r i v e  him o u t ,  so  t h e y  were doing t h a t  t o  t h e  Chinese i n  
Hong Kong. But t h e  Policeman d i d  n o t  touch u s ,  he on ly  d i d  t h a t  t o  

30" t h e  Chinese and I t h i n k  he knjiv who w a s  a s t r a n g e r ,  s o ,  it  was q u i t e  
an exper ience  f o r  us  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  whip t h e  people.  



Ehen some of us wanted t o  t ake  a  r i d e  and we saw t h i s  rik-shaw, 
so  I s a i d  hey, t h e  one who i s  p u l l i n g  i s  no t  an animal ,  h e ' s  a  
guy, and he go t  a  b e l t  l i k e  t h i s ,  and he go t  h i s  money t h e r e ,  you 
s ee  t h e i r  money t h e r e  got  h o l e s ,  they  go t  Shangai money, they  go t  
hong Knng money, many d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of money. I d i d n ' t  know 
anything then  but  I had heard about a l l  t he se  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of money, 
Shangai ,  Hong Kong, Japanese maybe and even Ph i l i pp ine  money; they  go t  
them a l l .  And t h a t ' s  were I changed my money i n t o  d o l l a r s ,  bu t  I 
d i d n ' t  have very  much, 

Then from t h e r e  we go t  back unto t h e  boat  and we found ou t  t h e  
poor people ,  you know they  were on l i t t l e  b o a t s ,  they  were t h a t  way 
and one k i d  was $ i e d  up l i k e  a  monkey, he was looking up a t  t h e  people 
on t h e  b i g  s h i p ,  one guy was speaking Chinese bu t  asking f o r  something 
f o r  us t o  g i v e ,  drop some bread,  something t o  give.  Now, i f  i t  was 
bread,  it would go i n t o  t h e  water he would scoop it up and save it 
cause he w w i l l  e a t  t h a t .  They joke ( t h e  people on t h e  b i g  boa-t) 
t hey  throw something t h a t  can no t  be used,  something d i r t y  maybe, 
w i l l  t h e  chinese man t a l k s  back, they  f e e l  d i sgus t ed ,  he WZE looked 
l i k e  a f o o l ,  ask f o r  he lp  and t hey  throw something a n d i t s  very  
hu r t i ng .  The ch i l d r en  t h a t  were &XE&X t i e d ,  t h a t  was so they  wouldn't  
f a l l  down i n t o t h e  wa te r ,  frorn those  snadpans. 

T t  was then t h a t  I saw t h e  p n ~ x  poverty i n  China, t h e  P i l i p i n o s  
who were poor,  nobody was doing t h a t ,  it wasn ' t  a s  bad a s  i n  Hhng 
Kongl I d i d n ' t  see  poor people i n  Manila l i k e  t h a t ,  I heard t h h t  t h e r e  
were a  l o t  of poor people t h e r e  too  bu t  they were no t  l i k e  t h a t ,  they  
were n o t  a s  despera te  a s  t h a t ,  r e a l l y  direated l i k e  dogs. Now I hawe 
seen people who were s e r v a n t s ,  no t  i n  Manila, but  were I come from, 
and t h e y  Bere e a t i n g ,  not  t h e  b e s t  food bu t  they  were eatkng,  ao ,  
compar them with t h e  poor people i n  Hong Kong they  poor people i n  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  were i n  a b e t t e r  ~ o s i t i o n .  T h a t ' s  what I was t h i n k i n s  
when I saw the se  people i n  China. Then t he  c o n t r a s t s  ofcourse  was 
t h a t  t h e  Chinese i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  they  were very  w i l l  o f f ,  they  
were t h e  ones t h a t  might have some se rvan t s .  Then I la rned  l a t e e r  
on about t h e  r i c h  chinese  people on t he  mainland, l l k e  Chung Kai 
Shek and t h e  family  he married. These t h i n g s  kind of gave me very 
deep impress ions ,  why so many people a r e  so  poor and shg why some 
people a r e  so r i c h ,  but  I could no t  understand. The only thought 
t h a t  I had then was t h a t  people were smart and used t h e r e  heads and 



made money. B @ i l e  o t h e r s  were poor , t h e  guy t h a t  go t  made it 
somewhere e l s e ,  b u t  Bbz I d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  he was making it from 
t h e  poor people ,  I d i d n ' t  know, because Bee, t h e  people t h a t  I 

40" observed were merchants ,  who made t h e i r  money by s e l l i n g ,  p r o f i t s  
f r o m  s e l l i n g ,  s o ,  I t h e n  d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

labob and p r o f i t s  a t  t h a t  t ime. From t h a t  impression I g o t  I could  
s e e  t h a t  t h e  ch inese  were r e a l l y  i n  a good p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Phi l ippunes .  

!Then our  boat  moved on and n e x t  s topped i n  Shangai ,  and t h a t  was 
even a b i g g e r  c i t y  than  Hong K0ng.m I n  Shangai I g o t  a d i f f e r e n t  .. 
impress ion ,  l i k e  people t h e r e  s e r e  kind of r u f f ,  t h e y  some 
gangs and even some policemen t o  d r i v e  them o u t ,  I only  s t a y e d  
i n  Shangai one day,  t h e  same a s  Hong Kong. We would j u s t  g e t  of f  
t h e  boa t  t o  t a k e  a walk,  bu t  nobody s t a y e d  t h e r e ,  then  we kep t  on 
walking and we s a w  t h e s e  people ,  a l o t  of p p n  people t h e r e  and then  
t h e s e  men were bad,  I t h i n k  I s h o l d n ' t  t a l k  about  it because it i s  
h u r t i n g  t o  t h e  c h i n e s e ,  t h e  smel l  w a s  bad,  some market o r  something, 
some damn t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  we d i d n ' t  go i n ,  I d o n ' t  knowif 
i t  w a s  t h e  sewer o r  what,  bu t  we j u s t  tu rned  back and went t o  t h e  
b o a t ,  and I w s a w  a l o t  of people and it w a s  ve ry  hard t o ,  w i l l  i n  
t h a t  p l a c e  we went t o  some kind  of s t o r e s  where t h e y  s e l l  s u i t s ,  
t h e y  were no good, ve ry  cheap o f c o u r s e ,  we d i d n ' t  know t h e  q u a l i t y  
cause we d i d n ' t  where those  k i n d s  of t h i n g s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  anyway, 
anyway t h e y  s a i d  we a r e  going t o t  t h e  U.S. s o  we buy some, s o  each of 
u s  g o t  a s u i t ,  a b l a c k  s u i t ,  i n  Shangai ,  bu t  i t  w a s  no good, I found 
out  when we g o t  t h e  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e y ' r e  a l l  s h i t ,  t h e  s u i t s  
t h a t  were made i n  Shangai ,  a% l o t  of people were them, t h e y  look 
l i k e  f l a n n e l  o r  some damn t h i n g ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  f l a n n e l ,  s o  we 
wore them when s e  g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p  b u t  then  we lound out  t h a t  t h e y  
were n o t  r e a l l y  good, q u a l i t y ,  when we l e a n r e d  about c l o t h i n g  here  
i n t  t h e  U.S. They were cheap see .  ?/hen t h e  guy had j u s t  come i n  he 
wore t h o s e  k i n d s ,  u n l e s s  he had been from h e r e  be fo re  and understood 
what k ind  of q u a l i t y  i n  c l o t h i n g  he was goind t o  buy. But f o r  us  
we d i d n ' t  have agy p rev ious  exper iences  and when we were wearing s u i t s  
i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  I was wearing t h e s e  white  s u i t s ,  look l i k e  bus 
c o a t s ,  and some l i k e  the.  r i c h  ones were s i l k  c l o t h  and some wool bu-t 
t h e y  were expensive belongs t o  t h e  people who g o t  money n o t  people l i k e  
me so  z i I  never  had those  exper iences .  

We were mixing UP wi th  t h e  people t h e r e  a t  t h e  p i e r  and then  t h e s e  
> 

r u f f  Chinese guys,  young ones ,  t h e y  were husky, t h e s e  god damn S a s t a r d s  



they  r e a l l y  s t i c k  t h e i r  hands i n  your pocket. find then we kind 
of hurry  up 'to g e t  t o  t h e  boat  bu t  they  grap you t o o ,  bu t  t h e r e  
were po l i ce  and he saw them, came and t o r e  them loose.  Tha t ' s  how 
r u f f  t h a t  p lace  was. And t h e  reason was they  were t h a t  way was 
because they  were poor,  now I understand why people a r e  r u f f  and tend 
t o  crime j u s t  because of t h e i r  needs t h a t  t hey  have t o  have t o  su rv ive ,  
a r e  no t  t h e r e ,  t hey  got  no jobs ,  they  go t  no money t o  buy t h i n g s  wi th ,  
so  they  go t  t o  kx a c t  t h a t  way m a  cause they  got  t o  l i v e ,  so we 
go t  i n t o  t h e  s h i p  and proceeded t o  Japan. 

Then i n  Japan, Nagasaki, we were on t h e  Empress of Asia,  it was 
a  Canadian l i n e ,  steamship l i n e ,  t h e  guy t a l k i n g  t o  us was a  Engl ish  
man and every white man t h a t  we sawand every white man t h a t  we saw, 
we 'thought t h a t  he was an American, and then one of us s a i d ,  you a r e  
an American and he s a i d ,  no,  I ' y  no t  an Americankx, I ' m  B r i t i s h .  
Then w e  go t  t o  f i n d  ou t  f o r  t h e - f i r s t  time t a h t  no t  a l l  v ~ h i t e  people 
a r e  Americans, ofcourse  we r ead  about Germany and t h i s  and t h a t  and 
they  were whi te ,  bu t  a t  t h e  time it d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  my head, t h a t s  
when I g e t  i n t o  t h e  s h i p ,  and i t ' s  going t o  American so  I th ink  h e ' s  
an Amercian bu t  he a a s  not .  So we t a l k e d  and he 'told us  about t h e  
r o u t e ,  when you t k e  t h e  s h i p  i ts  a  n i ce  r o u t e ,  you go many p laces  
and see  . the  scenary ,  and he t o l d  us  t h a t  one of t he  b e s t  s cena r i e s  
i n  t h e  world-d i s  i n  t h i s  p lace  and here  o r  t h e r e  and wekx w i l l  be 
coming t h e r e  sonn, he was t e l l i n g  t h a t  was , ' see  when I went t o  Alaska 
Ln I948 it reminded of r o u t e  when we were going through Japan,  a l l  
t h e s e  t r e e s ,  t he se  some i s l a n d s  were f u l l  of p ine  t r e e s  and they  were 
p l an t ed  s o  c lo se  j u s t  l i k e  sugar cane,  bu t  t h e  only t h i n g  i s  t he  s i z e s  
i n  Japan see  they  harves t  t h e i r  t r e e s ,  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes they  c u t  them 
down and then p l a n t  more, bu t  ofcourse you got  so  many t r e e s ,  i n  
Alaska when you a r e  t h e r e  you. ' turn around and a s  f a r  a s  you. can see  i s  
f o r e s t ,  t h a t ' s  why I know t h a t  they  U.S. has got  a  l o t 1  of rese rve  
h n b e r ,  many r i g h t  now. 

Then we went t o  Nagasaki, and people were s e l l i n g  apples .  We d i d n ' t  
have no app les  i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  and I got  some b i g  n i ce  looking 
apples .  And then  from t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  venture  t o  go o u t ,  I was always 
s u r e  I could see  t h e  s k p - s h i p ,  I would no t  want i t  t o  leave  me t h e r e  
See ,  tha3;'s one th.ing a n B ~ k  about poor ~ e o g l e  t oo ,  3.f they got  money 
s h i t  t hey  d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  t h e  boat  l eaves  o r  n o t ,  cause i f  I want t o  see  
something I go, so  I d i d n ' t  go,around,  see  a  l o t  of these  people they 

spend a  l o t  03 money, and look a t  g i r l s  and a l l  t h a t  . thing but 



I never d id  tha-t  becaase if I do t h a t  Bnd t h e  boat  m i s s  me, good bye, 
can I go where I am suppose t o  go ( laugh) so  I got  t o  be very  care-  
f u l  ( laugh)  some people d i d  m i s s  t h e  boa t ,  maybe they  waited f o r  
another  boa t ,  bu t  a  number of our  boys,  god damn, they  were wild 
l i k e  h e l l ,  t hey  went a l l  ? l a ce s  and then t hey  woQld come back 
laughing t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s ,  a  l o t  of b u l l  s h i t ,  they  t h i n k  it was 
e x c i t i n g  bu t  it was not  s o  unusual t o  he cause I ' v e  no t  done t h a t  
but  t h e r e  i s  nothing t h a t  we l l  b e n e f i t  me. Japan was a  l o t  d i f f e r e n t  
t han  China, Japan where ever  you t u r n  was c l e a n ,  very  c lean .  Then 
ofcourse  a t  t h a t  t ime Japan was a  po~ver fu l  country  and China was 
butchered amoung t h e  European c o u n t r i e s  and then we s t o p  a t  Tokyo 
when we were g e t t i n g  ou t  of Tokyo I was even cu tk ing  somebodies 
h a i r  and it was Ok, and s h i t  when we g e t  t o  t h e  middle of t h e  
P a c i f i c  we g e t  a  s torm, I go t  so  d i z z i e ,  I go t  s e a  s i c k ,  a l l  my 
p a l s  go t  s e a  s i c k  and t h a t  s torm, s e e ,  t he  t a b l e  i s  here  and then 
it goes t h ~ r e ,  see  how b i g  t h e  waves were, then t he  t a b l e  comes 
back,  ( laugh)  because I found ou t  when I was walking I could no t  
walk s t r a i g h t  cause t h e  boat  was l i k e  kxi&.kh& t h a t .  I was acared 
i n  a  way bu t  I thought  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  was ve ry  b i g  and could t ake  i t ,  
s o  x$ i t  took u s  about t e n  days t o  c r o s s  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  and we landed 
Vancouver, B.C. h e r e  i n  Canada, 

We go t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  morning and it was foggy and good damn we 
s a i d ,  when we go t  t h e r e  t h e r e  was no h e a t e r ,  i t  was winteer  t i n e ,  

7cQ w i l l  may i s  s t i l l  Srp ing  but  you s t i l l  got  foggy,  i t s  foggy and i t  
was cold  and we come from t h e  Ph i l i pp ines ,  

So we went t o  t h e  second f l o o r  of t h i s  h o t e l ,  bu t  t h e r e  was ono 
h e a t e r ,  t h e r e  were beds bu t  t h e r e  was no s h i t  nothing and we cou ldn ' t  
s l e e p ,  . . 
T-4PE # 8 APRIL 10 ,  1976 

L i l :  KBEE The shi-p you came on, t h e  Empress of China, NEEE was - 
t h e r e  a  f i r s t - c l a s s  deck and were you allowed t o  e a t  i n  t h e  d in ing  
rooa?  Wf n o t ,  where and how d id  you e a t  your meals? 

>There was a  d in ing  room i n  t h e  s t ee rage .  There were no white 
people down i n  t h e  s t e e r age .  J u s t  Chinese and F i l i p i n o s .  I 
d i d n ' t  know anything about thd  second c l a s s ,  o r  f i r s t  c l a s s  u n t i l  : '  e4m4@, 

maybe I had seen it j.n my passpor t  (.l-icBe-t?) because I read  what 
1 1  

-typed ~ 2 s  xsx~snm t h e r e .  I was i n  t h e  s t e e r a g e ,  a l l  of xas us  was 



i n  t h e  s t e e r age .  Then a l l  I saw were, w e l l ,  some Chinese e a t i n g  
wi th  F i l i p i n o s  i n  t h e  s t ee rage .  When we were coming c l o s e  t o  
Vancouver on t h e  b i g  s h i p  then I f i n d  out  t h a t  they  were dancing,  
t h a t  t h e y  were i n  t h e  f i s r t  c l o s e  and allowed us t o  look and 
come c l o s e r .  So then  I found out  t h a t  it was n i ce  t he r e .  But 

o  f course  t h e i r  f a r e  was qu i t e  h igh ,  you see .  We d i d n ' t  have t h a t  
kind of money. Then they  put  u s  i n t o  a h o t e l ,  l i k e  a  h o t e l ,  but  
i t  wasn ' t  a h o t e l  i n  Vancounver. They f e d  us.  It was kind of a  
t e rmina l  f o r  s teamships f o r  t r a n s f e r  of passengers  t o  where they  
w i l l  go. And those  people who w i l l  go t h e r e  w i l l  t ake  t h e  sh ip .  
Then, a s  I s a i d ,  t hey  put  us on t h e  second f l o o r  o r  t h i r d  f l o o r ,  
I t h i n k  it was t h e  second f l o o r .  Then I found out  $s I was about 
t o  e a t ,  I t h i n k  we went f o r  lunch,  and s h i t  I found out  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a h e a t e r  the re - - i t  was n i c e  and warm. While over t h e r e  on t h e  
second f l o o r ,  t h e r e  was no hea t e r .  

They served bread and b u t t e r .  But t h e  F i l i p i n o s  were no t  
e a t i n g  b u t t e r ,  see .  The b u t t e r  was no t  touched. Then one 

on h ' s  r ad guy ZXHfXHE I saw p u t t i n g  b u t t e r  ,/yhu Pngw, and I found out  t h a t  
he w a s  he re  before .  Went back home and cone back again.  Look 
a t  t h e  b u t t e r .  It was very impressive $ 8 ~  me because I d i d n ' t  
know what was b u t t e r  and t h e  o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  know e i t h e r .  Never 
a t e  bu t t ed  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  It was k i n d - o f  a  t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  
s t r ange .  It was food bu t  we d i d n ' t  know anything about it because 
we n e v e y t a s t e d  it. I d i d n ' t  t a s t e  i t  the  f i r s t  t ime. 
L: What kind of food t h ~  d i d  they  se rve  p u  on t h e  sh ip?  
7 
P. It was American food. I cannot remember now what they # 
served bu-t i t  was American s t y l e .  They served us  b ~ ~ z k x  t h r e e  
meals a  day. 

La t e r  i n  t h e  evening i n  Vancouver, we got  i n t o  a  f e r ryboa t .  
We had a  F i l i p i n o  v i o l i n i s t  and they  got  an  o r c h e s t r a  t h e r e  
you know, so  they  played. We werekind of proud t oo ,  because 
t h e r e  was a  F i l i p i n o  who ~ ~ u l c k x  r e a l l y  could do something t o  
r e p r e s e n t  us. And t h a t  guy, we a l l  landed i n  S e a t t l e ,  and I 
never  saw him again.  I th ink  he went t o  D e t r o i t  o r  New York. 
Even. i f  I saw him aga in ,  I wouldn't  recognize h in .  I fo rgo t  
h i s  mne. Re was a n ive  fe l low.  

Then. we got  i n t o  ' e a t t l e .  I was kknd of wondering, you kno~w. 
See i t  was n ight t ime.  Fron ~ a n c o u v e r  i n  t h e  evening, ~ v i r e  go t  i n t o  
Sea-t- t le  a t  nlghtkime. I )  



But n o t  t o o  l a t e  n igh t t ime .  So we looked a t  S e a t t l e .  Oh boy, 
something new. Bu i ld ings  around HB and s o  on. It was very  
impkessive.  It was more impnessive t h a t n  Vancouver. HongKong 

SG n e r  i s  p ic tu reaque  EX$&, g u t  d i f f e r e n t  scene t h a t n  S e a t t l e .  The 
on ly  p ~ p I ~ x a x ~ m &  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  poeple around. Then we g o t  

$is ou t  from t h e  s h i p ,  and everybody look6tng f o r  k HXZ s u i t c a s e .  
And you cannot  j u s t  go t h e r e  and p i c k  up y o u r s ,  you g o t t a  
show your passpor t  and check up ,  l i k e  t h a t .  A number of them 
knew somebody he re  un S e a t t l e  Waslimngton. Somebody was t h e r e  
t o  meet them, We g o t  nobody t o  meet us .  So we were k ind  of 
l i s t e n i n g ,  you know, what t h e y  were do ing ,  where t h e y  a r e  going. 
Then we s a i d  ( t o  each  o t h e r ) ,  And t h e n  
I s a i d  w e l l ,  where a r e  you going t o  t a l k  t o  
t h e  phone t o  c a l l  and f i n d  o u t i f  t h e y  have vacancy i n  t h a t  

t o  g e t  h o t e l ,  t h i s  ho te .  F i r s t  t ime t h a t  I heard about  gBBG!2agxa rnom 
i n  a h o t e l .  Because I ' v e  never  been i n  t h a t  k ind  of s i t u a t i o n ,  
you s e e .  So I s a i d ,  w e l l ,  what about  us?  Do you have any p l a c e  

1 6 9  t h e r e .  Oh w e l l ,  t h e  guy s a i d ,  i t ' s  f u l l .  X h ~ w  Why d o n ' t  you 
c a l l  t h i s  one? We were t a l k i n g  t o  a cab d r i v e r .  He s a i d ,  
c a l l  t h e  Diamond Hotel .  That was t h e  f i r s t  h o t e l  t h a t  I s l e p t  
i n .  Diamond Hote l  was a  small h o t e l  r u n  by a Japanese.  Then 
we ca l l edxup  and t h e y  s a i d ,  o.k. ,  we g o t  some vacancies .  
C: Did you ever  u s e . a  te lephone  b e f o r e ?  - 
P: No, we g o t  a  te lephone  i n  kxfg~z Asingan, and i n  Vigan, t o o ,  
e===- 

But you s e e ,  i t ' s  k ind  o f ,  you c a l l  up h e r e ,  a l l  t h e  goddamn 
s t a t i o n s  r i n g ,  a l l  t h e  towns a s  f a r  a& t h e  w i r e s  went', t h e  b e l l s  
were r i n g i n g ,  you see .  Like t h a t .  It wasn ' t  Bike Eere.  

I n  S e a t t l e ,  Washing n ,  it w a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  se t -up  because 
you gok t h e  necessa ry  equipments and i t ' s  more improved. Over 
t h e r e  t h e y  d . idn l t  know very  much and t h e y  send somebody who 
urlders-bands about t h e  te lephone .  But t h e n  he d i d  k t  t h e  cheapes t  
way t h a t  you can g e t  themessage, t h a t ' s  a l l .  

So we t o l d  t h e  cab d r i v e r  we a r e  going t o  Diamond Hotel .  S o ,  
he brought  us  t h e r e .  There i t  i s ,  he s a i d ,  Small  h o t e l ,  and 
we d i d n ' t  who was t h e r e ,  Then we s t ayed  t h e r e  i n  t h e  s idewalk.  
Vex cou l8 'F ind  nobody. Secause it was a s i d e v a l k ,  you s e e ,  and it  was 
n igh t t ime  ( l a u g h t e r ) .  We were k ind  of s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  look around, 
and wa i t .  And some'body comes,, a.nd we a s k ,  Diamond Hote l ,  and 

P nobody cane. We were t h e r e  a  long t i n e ,  a  l v t t l e  S i t  l cnger .  



%And then we s a i d  Bayaw, i t  means l i k e  brother-in-law, "Bayaw", 
maybe we go up s t a i r s  ( i n  a  whisper) ,  you could Bee t h e  o f f i c e  
was i n  t he  second f l o o r  ( l augh) ,  s o ,  we got  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s t a i r s ,  
but we can not  see  becuase it goes t h i s  way then t h a t  way, so you 
a r e  kt t h e  bottom you can not  see  what 's  t h e r e ,  we got  c l o s e r  and 
d i d n ' t  see anything. and then very  soon s e  heard people t a l k i n g  
then we kind of sneak i n  and g e t  h igher  on t h e  s t a i r s ,  (ihaugh) 
and then  very soon I saw some people t h e r e ,  who a r e  t h e y , . I  
s a i d ,  go f i n d  o u t ,  and then we got  along and then found out t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  g i r l  t h e r e  , i n  t he  o f f i c e  but  we d i d n ' t  know what she 
was doing,  she was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people you know and so then I 
s a i d ,  "Oh, t h e r e  a r e  people t h e r e ,  over t h e r e ,  up, I'  So we went 
up t h e  s t a i r s  ( laugh)  we go t  a l l  our s u i t c a s e s  made of r a  t a n ,  then  
we went up and we watched what they  were t a l k i n g  about ,  we j u s t  
s tood t h e r e  and watched and kept  looking,  t h e  g i r l  was busy any- 
way, j u s t  l i k e  pubpy dogs, so we were watching t o  f i n d  o u t ,  and they 
were t a l k i n g  about rooms, and then we got  c l o s e r  and r e a l i z e d  what 
she was doing and f i n a l l y  we s a i d ,  "kwi l l ,  Be need rooms". I th ink  
I was t h e  spokesperson. Then the  g i r l ,  she was Japanese,  maybe a  mix-- 
t u r e e ,  she asked,  "how many a r e  you", and Ge s a i d  "four"  . She said-,  
"wel l ,  I can not  g ive  you f o r  f o u r ,  bu t  I can give  you f o r  two" . 
"So, who going t o  s t a y  toge ther" .  So I ' s a i d ,  " they .st;ay toge ther  and 
we s t a y  toge ther" .  .But i f  we, we were t a l l f ing  i n  t h e  s h i p  before  and 
even i n  the  Ph i l i pp ines  t h a t  we w i l l  never be separa ted( laugh) ,  so  we 
f e l t  t h a t  way,-and e s p e c i a l l y  when we came t o  Americaxx and being so f a r  
from we,needeed the  p ro t ec t i on  s e e ,  not  p r e t t y  wel l  planned but  a  kind 
of an i n s t i n c t  s e e ,  we came t o  a  s t r ange  country  and'we were s t r ange r s  
and d i d n ' t  know anything about t he  environment, we d i d n ' t  know t h e  
pepple,  so  we would s t i c k  t oge the r .  I decided t o  room with Pedro 
and Angel and herbagiosee,  We asked,  "wel l ,  how f a r  a r e  t h e  rooms 
apa r t "  and t h e  g i r l  s a i d  "next  door" ,  see  t h e r e  over here  and the  
o the r  d o ~ r  i s  he re ,  you ' re  p r e t t y  c lose .  So we went over t h e r e  and I 
was busy, i t  was cold and I got  s ea  s i c k ,  we d i d n ' t  even e a t  t h a t  
n i g h t ,  un less  we a t e  something on the  sh ip  but  I cannot remember anymore 
s o ,  we g c t  i n  t h e r e  and .then you know I was kind of d izzy  and I f e l t  

*b 
l i k e  going t o  bed and I s & e p t ,  and &za11rse wee 1ooi.c a t  the  bed, before 
we got  i n t o  t he  bed you know we look a t  i t  a t  t h e r e  was a  s ~ r e d  s c  we 
got  blanlte-bs s e e ,  and Fed-ro saj.d, "1'11 b e t  n;y b l anke t " ,  and he opened 
h i s  s u i t  case and took h i s  b lanke t  o u t , ,  cover himself and I t o ~ l ~  my 



b l a n k e t  t o  cover  mysel f ,  and then  f a l l  as lpep .  And then  i n  t h e  morning 
%bO when we woke up we t r y e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i n g s .  Y e l l  we d i scovered  

t h t  we d i d n ' t  need t h e  b l a n k e t s ,  t h e  b l a n k e t s  were a l r e a d y  t h e r e  ( l augh  
We d d d b ' t  know t h e r e  were b l a n k e t s  a l r e a d y  on t h e  bed. You s e e ,  Be 
never  s l e p t  i n  a bed l i k e  t h a t  b e f o r e ,  I l i k e d  it b u t  I d i d n ' t  even 
look because we were ve ry  t r i e d  and you could  s e e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e  way of EX l i v i n g ,  t h e  way t h e   people l i v e  he re  and t h e  way t h e  
people  l i v e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  Now I w a s  a guy coming from t h e  P h i l i -  .. 
pp ines  t o  a  new p l a c e  were t h e  way t h e y  l i v e  was i n t e r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  way I w a s  brought up. And i t s  k ind  funny,  then  i n  t h e  
morning we knew where h k ~  t h e  t o i l e t  i s  cause  t h e y  t o l d  u s  before  we 
went t o  bed,  s o  we know were t h e  t o i l e t  was, when we g o t  up then  we 
g o t  no bathrooml, we d i d n ' t  bo the r  p u t t i n g  our  p a n t s  on ( laugh)  . 
We on ly  g o t  our  s h o r t s ,  and t h e r e  were o t h e r  Pinoys t h e r  t o o ,  and one, 
he t a l k  t o  us  n i c e ,  and he s a i d ,  ''where you -from1' "kWhere d i d  you 
come i n 1 ' ,  !And I answered, "Well, we came i n  l a s t  n i g h t ,  and came h e r e  
l a s t  n i g h t .  And he asked "when d i d  you come h e r e  t o  t h e  United S t a t e d  
5Eky"Ye~terday~~.  And he s a i d ,  " w e l l ,  h e r e  i n  America, when you g e t  ox* 

1 

of your room you were your p a i n t s  ( l augh)" .  "Because t h a t ' s  t h e r e  
way". So we found ou t  k a h t h a t  everyone t h a t  we n e e t  i n  thhe  h a l l  he 
g o t  ~ Z H  p a i n t s ,  b u t  u s  we g o t  on ly  our  s h o r t s , s o ,  we prrr were l i k e  t h e  
g x ~ l z x k B ~ x ~ I g o r o t s  bhere ,  s o ,  t h e n  we leazned ano the r  t h e r e ,  how we 
know what t o  do. We.11, then  we g o t  hungry, . ,so we went and asked,  
"Were do we e a t " .  And t h e y  s a i d ,  "Oh, t h e r e  i s  a r e s t a u r a n t  t h e r e , "  
So we went bu t  we couold n o t  s e e  anything.  I had never  a t e  i n  a 
r e s t a u r a n t  be fo re .  Then we say  some p?g f e e t  i n  a g l a s s  jar ,  s o ,  we 
s a w  i t  then  we l i k e d  it bu t  we d i d n ' t  know- how it tasts.  We wa t e d  4e 9,). t o  t r y  it. The guy s a i d ,  "you want t h i s " ,  and we s a i d  "ya" . C+E&, 
He pu.t i t  i n t o  a p l a t e ,  and then  another  guy wanted it t o ,  and another  
and ano the r  wanted it too .  He gave u s  some napk ins ,  then  we d o n ' t  
know what t o  do a g a i n ,  a r e  we going t o  h o l d ' i t  o r  use a  f o r k  o r  wha.t 
I l e a r n e d  how do use  a f o r k  i n  t h e  school .  Then t h e  guy s a i d ,  he was 
n i c e ,  "you can hold  i t" ,  I' b ~ x x s o  then  we picked it up and a t e  i t ,  bu t  

- s e e ,  eve ry th ing  was new, eve ry th ing  w a s  s t r a n g e ,  t h e  food e t c , .  b u t  
v e r y  e x c i t i n g  and embarrassing too .  
C :  You were s e e i n g  l o t s  of new coun t rys  now, w a s  American s p e c i a l ,  
w 
from t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s ?  
p: Y a ,  it rras s p z c i a l ,  i t  w a s  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  too .  Japan was 
%y c l e a n ,  14anila inias not  s o  ; lean as I remember, and we s t aged  i n  



a slum d i s t r i c t ,  t h e n  were we had been walking i n  China was n o t  so  
good e i t h e r  and then  Japan was c l e a n  and t h e  people had d i f f e r e n t  
customs bu t  anyway t h e y  were c l e a n  so  you d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  you d o n ' t  
Like them, Now t h e n  you come t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i t s  a d i f f e r e n t  
k ind  of people a n d . t h e n  a l s o  you s e e  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of people.  

When we go t  i n t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  we g o t  i n  a Japanese mans 
h o t e l ,  it should have been a white  mans h o t e l  b u t  i t  was a Japanese 
h o t e l .  I was s u r p r i z e d ,  a Japanese h o t e l  i n  America , I never  ., 

36- thought  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a Japanese b k S ~  h o t e l ,  and t h e  way people 
he re  were d r e s s e d  up,  even Japanese h e r e  and Japanese over  there ' ,  t h e y  
were n o t 1  d r e s s e d  up t h e  same. Like t h e  women, t h e  g i r l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
she  look l i k e  an American g i r l ,  no d i f f e r e n c e ,  move l i k e  a guy, you 
know, where i n  Japan it was n o t  l i k e  Bxkxx t h a t  be fo re ,  The d r e s s e s  
a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  +hen you have t h e  white  people h e r e  t h a t  look a t  you 
and watch you and t h i s  and t h a t . .  Ofcourse w e  have seen whi te  people 
t b r e  t o o  bu t  no% t h e  way wwe have seen  them here  and those  white  
people  t h e r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  t h e y  understood t h e  @EE people t h e r e ,  
s e e ,  t h e y  even t h e  F i l i p i n o s  pronounce ' t h e i r  words wi th  a  k ind  of 
F i l i p i n o  accent;, you s e e  t h e  whi te  guy i n  -the P h i l i p p i n e s  mnderstands 
him, b u t  no t  here .  And then  t h a t  guy who h a s  been t h e r e  can make 
t h $ t  F i l i p i n o  unders tand him i n  t h e  p n i l i p p i n e s .  But t h e  guy over h e r e  
when he t a k e s  a l l  he i s  wondering i s  if you know how t o  speak Eng l i sh  
o r  n o t .  Because when you answer him, if you can understand him, w e l l ,  
he can n o t  understand you t h e  way you pronounce t h e  words. 
L: When you bought t h e  t i c k e t  i n  Manila d i d  you know t h a t  you were - 
going t o  l and  i n  S e a t t l e ?  
P: I was coming t o  Americaw, t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  bb t  I d i d n ' t  know - 
where. Only when we were i n  t h e  middle of t h e  P a c i f i c  Ockan then  d i d  
I h e a r  t h e  guys t a l k i n g  and s a y i n g ,  "Where a r e  you going" ,  "Oh, s a i d  
one ,  I ' m  going t o  D e t r o i t ,  I ' m  g o i n g '  t o  Chicago, I' , some guys a r e  
going t o  New York, some guys a r e  coming t o  San Franc i sco ,  some guys 
a r e  coming t o  Los Angeles and then  I s a i d  t o  myself ,"were t h e  h e l l  
a r e  you going".  And then I went t o  look f o r  my paper  t o  look and then  
I found ou t  t h a t  I was :zoing t o  S e a t t l e ,  Washington. S e a t t l e  Washinton 
v i a  B r i t i s h  Colombia. But I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  before .  So then  I 
heard. aba in  people ta l -k ing  tha- t  we are g o i n s  t o  Vancouver f i r s t  then  
we w i l l  g e t  o f f  a t  S e a t t l e  \;!ashin.gton, t h a t ' s  what t h e y  were saying.  
And then  I heard  some people s a y ,  oh sonebod-g i s  g o h g  t o  meet mee 



t h e r e  and u s u a l l y  a  cousin o r  b ro the r  o r  f r i e n d ,  something. W i l l ,  
I had r e l a t i v e s l h e r e  too bu t  I d i d n ' t  know where B ~ E E E  they were. 
A l l  I thought was t h a t  I was corning here  and I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t he  
b i g  s i z e  of' t h e  United Sta-tes .  I had seen it on maps bu t  I d i d n ' t  
have t h e  empression of comparing t h e  Ph i l ipp ines tand  t h e  b i g  map 
of t h e   BE& United S t a t e s .  You see  then I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much 
sense ,  even i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  if you a r e  no t  going t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
p l ace ,  i f  you a r e  going t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p lace  and you say i n  your 
mind, you a r e  only  going t o  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  maybe you l a n d ' i n  t h e  
n o r t h ,  maybe i n  t h e  sou th ,  maybe i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  and t h e  people 
you a r e  suppose t o  v i s i t ,  w i l l  h e l l ,  you might t o  f a r  away from them. 
So you got  t o  unders tahd,  bu t  you can only l e a r n  t o  be s p e c i f i c  
through your own personal  exper iences ,  when you go through i t ,  when 
you a r e  t r a v e l i n g  then you meet d i f f i c u l t i e s  because t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  
t h a t  you a r e  suppose t o  look and f i n d  ou-t, he d i d n ' t  do i - t ,  cause 
you thought you d i d n ' t  need i t .  Then when you a r e  czars confronted 
wi th  i t ,  then you know t h a t  you should have looked a f t e r  t h a t  be fore ,  
so  you know see  so  next  time you w i l l  make a move you w i l l  be sure  

... you know were you know you way is.................................. 
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P: When I a r r i v e d  i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington, I l e a r n e d  t h a t  we were 
..LB 

about t h r e e  hundred young people then  who came i n  on t h e  same 
boat--a&& F i l i p i n o s .  
C :  You d i d n ' t  know how many t h e r e  were of you u n t i l  you a r r i v e d ?  

Cis 

P: Well ,  I heard  i t  someway. I d o n ' t  know i f  I h e a r d ' i t  on t h e  
grr 

s h i p  o r  a f t e r  we &me up ( g o t  o f f  t h e  s h i p ) ,  came t o  S e a t t l e  
Washington. And I s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  ... w e l l ,  I s a i d  ( b e f o r e )  t h a t  
we g o t  i n t o  t h e  Diamond Hotel .  I t h i n k  I t o l d  you t h a t  a l r e a d y  
b e f o r e ,  how we were k ind  of u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  
t h e  U.S. We d i d n ' t  know anytn ing  h n ~  about h o t e l s  and t h i s  and 
t h a t .  We s t a y e d ' i n  t h a t  Daimond Hotel  f o r  4 days.  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
morning, I met a  f r i e n d  who was my c l a s s n a t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
from h ighs  school  in Lingayen. Then he j u s t  came from Cosmopolis, 
Wash. where t h e y  go t  sawmil ls  and lumber, p lan ing  m i l l s  and 
box f a c t o r y .  So he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  were t a l k i n g  about me. He 
w a s  w i t h  Borne of my r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e  working ( i n  Cosmopolis). 
C :  Did t h e y  know you were coming? 
QdP 

P: No, and I d i d n ' t  know where t h e y  were e i t h e r .  Then, w ~ x k x  you 
/ 
b o w ,  we j u s t  came i n  epople were hunt ing  f o r  Bobs, t h e  F i . i p i n o s .  
And we ' d i d n ' t  know t h e  coun t ry ,  we d i d n ' t  know t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  So,  
he s a i d  t h a t  he was going ,  and s o  we s a i d  t h a t  we want t o  come too .  
So we went t o  Cosmopolis, Washington and t h e y  t o l d  us  where my 

I n  o  C sno 0 1 ' s )  l e l a t i v e s  were l i v i n g .  AS soon as we were coming i6 ;  f me? 6n8 02 
my r e l a t i v e s ,  'going t o  w o k k , ~ w ~ r j r x @ ~ x ~ s o  t h e y  pu t  us i n  t h e i r  
p l a c e  ax& i n  Cosmopolis. I t ' s  a l i t t l e  town. The people t h e r e  
a s  I ' v e  seen  them (remember--Ed.) a r e  mixed. There ' a  a  l o t  of - - 
Greeks,  some J ,panese,  a  l o t  of F i l i p i n o s ,  Whites. They were 
a l l  working i n  t h e  box f a c t o r y .  

I g o t  t h e r e  i n  spr ingt ime and I worked u n t i l  November, I t h i n k .  
But i n  l a t e  F a l l ,  MEIC we were l a i d  o f f ,  i t  was a l r e a d y  k ind  of 
w i n t e r  because it was snowing a l ready .  Vhen we were l a i d  o f f  
and I was working i n  t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t .  A t  t h e  t ime a l s o ,  t h e  ' 

B i l i p n o s  were on s t r i k e  a t  t h e  box f a c t o r y ,  t h e  p lan ing  m i l l  and 
t h e  s a ~ v m i l l s .  It was a  combination of t h r e e  (one owner, perhaps?-- 
~ d . ) .  That was t h e  f i r s t  s t r i k e  I ' v e  seen. 
C:  Di.d you p a r t i c i p a t e ?  
Osl- 

&?Jot e ~ a c t l y .  1 was i n  it 'dut I was a l r e a d y  laid.  o f f ,  s o  I 



wa.snlt  r e a l l y  s t r i k i n g  then .  I was l a i d  o f f  two days  b e f o r e  t h e  
s t r i k e .  

Prom t h e r e  ( ~ o a m o p o l i s ) ,  I went t o  Spokane, Washington, My 
r e l a t i v e  t h e r e  who went t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  me b e f o r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
when we were small,  was i n  Spokane Washington. H i s  name was 
Godfrey Agbalog. H i s  name i n  F i l i p i n o  was Godofredo, 

I went t h e r e  by myself .  We were w r i t i n g  t o g e t h e r  ( t o  each  o t h e r ) .  
I s p l i t  w i t h  t h e  guys  I came w i t h  on t h e  b o a t ,  They s t a y e d  i n  
C ~ ~ m o p o l i s ,  Then l a t e r  on,  t h e y  a l s o  l e f t  Cosmopolis b u t  I 
d o n ' t  know when, The o t h e r  one ,  Pedro  d e  l a  Cruz ,  who w a s  r e l a t e d  
t o  me and who came w i t h  me, t o  t h e  U.S., foll01~ved me t o  Spokane 
because  I was i n  cor respondence  w i t h  him, t oo .  

I l e f t  Cosmopolis around spr ing t ime ' .  I remember abou t  A p r i l  
b u t  it was s t i l l  snowing t h e r e  someplace i n  Spokane Washington, ,  
1927,  

I g o t  a job t h e r e  i n  Spokane as  a busbhy, It was i n  S e p t .  
when I went t o  s c h o o l ,  High s c h o o l ,  I d i d n ' t  f i n i s h  Bieh  s c h o o l  
g e t ,  t h e n  y o u - s e e ,  I went t o  Lou i s  and C l a r k  High School .  I 
e n t e r e d  as a J u n i o r .  And I was on and o f f  (went t o  s c h o o l  on and 

/oo o f f )  hecause  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  you know, t h e  c o n d i t i o n ,  I w a s  
b roke  and I had no money. 

Then i n  1928 ,  a f t e r  s h h o o l ,  I cou ld  n o t  f i n d  no job i n  Sppokane, 
So we were l o o k i n g  f o r  jobs  and somebody s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were ad- 
v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  on some s t r e e t  i n  Spokane and t h e y  g o t  a d s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  
I t h i n k  i t .was  one of t h e  main s t r e e t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember, yeh ,  
i t  was maybe a main s t r e e t ,  because  t h e  main s t r e e t  t h e r e  w a s  suppose 
t o  R i v e r s i d e ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  it R i v e r s i d e ,  b u t  it was n o t  R i v e r s i d e ,  it 
w a s  Main S t r e e t  and t h e y  g o t  some a i d s  t h a t  t h e y  wanted peop le  t o  go 
t o  Montana t o  work on t h e  s u g a r  b e e t s ,  That  was t h e  f i r s t  fa rm work 
t h a t  I e g e r  d i d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

We went t h e r e  i n  s p r i n g  of 1928  and we s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  two months 
and I ~aml rea rned  $35. We were f i v e  t h e n ,  t o g e t h e r ,  F i l i - p i n o s ,  The 
s t o r y  of o u r  l i f e  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  h a r d .  I n  Montana f o r  two months t h a t  I 
g o t  $35. Then when t h e  job was o v e r  we wanted t o  come back t o  Spokane 
washing ton  b u t  we d o n ' t  have  enough money, s o ,  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  -ch.ree 
of them, t h e y  went t o  Chicago from )?ontana and t h e r e  was one guy w i t h  
me who went t o  Minn. We w e n t  t d  Minn, because  Spokane was muc.h 

f t r t l j e r .  It w a s n ' t  Montana, i t  was m a n v i l l e ,  N. Dakota and t h a t ' s  c l o s e  
o 1.1nn 



t o  Minnesota, A f t e r  t h e  job was done I s a i d  we g o t  $35 and t h a t  a i n ' t  
-nough t o  go back t o  Spokane Washington . So t h e  t h r e e  went t o  Chicago 
wmnB and t h e  o t h e r  one wi th  me went t o  P-linneapolis, Minn. We went t h e r e  
because it was c l o s e r ,  Agapito,  a r e l a t i v e  of mine went w i th  me w i th  
t h e  same name a l s o  of Balog because he i s  a  cous in  of t h a t  guy and 
I ' m  r e l a t e d  t o  them. And 3% i n  Minneapolis I went t o  \Jest  High School.  
That was i n  1928. t h i n k  t h e  schoo l  had no t u i t i o n  bu t  I was working 
i n  an  h o t e l ,  t h e  Dikeman Hotel.  

The comFany pa id  us f o r  t h e  f a r e  from Spokane t o  North Dakota, 
bu t  on ly  one way. It was s p r i n g  when we worked t h e r e ,  and we were 
kind of howing, t h inn ing  bee t s .  To t h i n  b e e t s  you k ind of j u s t  l eave  
j s u t  one, i n s t e a d  of aouble you l eave  j u s t  one s o  it can grow and ex- 
pand. You p u l l  i t ,  you d e s t r o y  one so  t h e  r e a t  w i l l  grow b igger  and 
b e t t e r .  It was d i f f i c u l t  work, bending over  us ing  t h e  howe. It was 
a kind of a  smal l  farmer and t h e y  hdd a  k ind  of a smal l  house nea r  t h e i r  
hoase. 

It was ve ry  I n t e r e s t i n g  because I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  water  t h a t  we 
were d r i nk ing  was d i . r t y ,  it was r a i n  water  t h a t  was depos i t ed  i n t o  a 
we l l  and I d i d n ' t  know it u n t i l  l a t e r  and we could  no t  t ake  a  ba th .  
We took a ba th  one t ime when t h e r e  was a  s torm,  i n  t h e  r a i n  and t h a t ' s  
t he .  way we d  took a ba th .  

huO Mow i n  Autumn, September of 1928 I was e n r o l l e d  i n  West h igh  schoo l  
and I was i n  t h e  3rd  y e a r ,  you s e e  my c r e d i t s  were many bu t  t h e  on ly  
t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I have no t  taken t h e  r equ i r ed  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  f o r e i g n  
Ziianguage and s t u f f  l i k e  th t i t .  See I a c t u a l l y  went t o  h igh  schoo l  f o r  
many many y e a r s ,  I g o t  s o  many c r e d i t s .  Rut you s ee  it was good couse 
you s ee  my educat ion  i n  h igh  school  was kind of broad. The &n ly  t h i n g  
t h a t  I missed was Chemistry,  I s t u d i e d  every th ing  e l s e .  I never  
graduated  though1 from West h igh  School. Ply f a t h e r  d i ed  a t  t h a t  t ime 
( I  d o n ' t  want t o  ghve you t h a t  now) and I went back t o  Spokane, Wash. 
because I was i n  t r o u b l e ,  I was kind of i n  a  dep re s s ion ,  I found out  
t h a t  t h e  room I s tayed  i n ,  t h e  gas  was l e a k i n g ,  and it e f f e c t e d  my 
mind and I was no t  doing we l l  i n  my s i t u a t i o n  and i t  go t  me worr ied ,  . 
my f a t h e r  d i e d  and m y  mother w a s  poor wi th  no th ing  then  I g o t  my 
s i s t e r  and ny b ro the r .  So I g o t  a  l o t 1  of problems t h a t  bo the r  a l l  
a t  t h e  same t ime,  

I t h i n k  we pa id  some kisnd of t u i t i o n  t h e r e  a t  West High School ,  
and one of .the reasons  that; 1 ,went  Sack was because I c o u l d n ' t  pay. 
I was suppose t o  be  paying a t  Lewis and iIa& Clark  t oo  bu t  ?."r. H a r t ,  



M r ,  Henry Har t ,  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t e ache r  and he was good t o  us  a.t 
Lewis and Clark  i n  Spokane so I went back cause i f e l t  more comfortable  
t h e r e .  I took t h e  t r a i n  back w i th  t he  same guy. So t h e i s  i s  Dec. 
of ' 28 ,  it was 25 degress  below ze ro ,  I remember t h a t ,  i n  t h e  w in t e r  
a t  t h e  end of '28. 

But i t  i s  k ind  of c n n t r a d i c t o r y  be cause I went there. . .See we 
l i v e d  i n  a h o t e l  and t hen  l a t e r  on we went ou t  and went t o  a  k ind  of 
a l i t t l e  room, no t  a boarding house, we coolced our  own and ofcourse  
we worked i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  ao we a t e  t h e r e  too.. . .  

Anyway, we took a t r a i n  back, When I went back t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  have 
any job and then  my r e l a t i v e  i n  Stockton now, he w a s  t h e r e ,  because 
he w a s  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  He was working when I l e f t  and t hen  when I 
go t  back he wanted me t o  go t o  schoo l ,  he was a l s o  going t o  school .  
So, I went t o  school  a t  Lewis and Clark  and I w a s  on and o f f  a t  schoo l  
bu t  as you see  when I had a  chance I went back t o  school  and f i n a l l y  

300  graduated  from Lewis and Clark. I t h i n k  it was i n  1932. BQ 
I had been x p ~ w & x ~ g s e n d i n g ,  eve r  s i n c e  I go t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  

about  $30 a month home somethmes $25 but  p r e t t y  r e g u l a r ,  it was amost 
a l l  t h e  money I earned bu t  s ee  I always worked and I was making around 
810 a week. Then, a s  soon as I graduated from High kSchool I went t o  
Gonzaga Un ive r s i t y  i n  Spokane Washington and I had t o  pay a t u i t i o n  of 
$150 a year  . Rea l ly  I was i n  deb t  and I have no t  pa id  h a l f  of it. 
I pa id  ha2f of t h e  t u i t i o o n  and I could n o t ' p a y  t h e  r e s t ,  I could n o t  
g e t  t h e  money t o  pay it. Maybe it was no t  O.K. wi th  them bu t  I d i d n ' t  
go back t o  school  anymore I could n o t  a f f o r d  anymore and t h a t  was a l l  
BEB-the educat ion  I gotxx I went t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  f o r  one year  and 
I was working i n  t h e  evkning a t  r e s t a u r a n t s  a t  t h i s  time. 

A f t e r  I graduated from h igh  school  t h e r e  was a  vaca t ion  time so  I 
worked then I s t a r t e d  a-t Ganzaga i n  t h e  f a l l .  When going t o  school  t hen  
I would work a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  and on Saturdays  and Sundays 
when I w a s  no t  working i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  I went t o  work i n  t h e  counhry 
c l u b ,  Spokane country  c lub .  I was a  bus boy and t ak ing  c a r e  of t h e  

J 
l o cke r  room, mens locker  room, l e an ing  up t h e r e  a d  making some d r i nks  
f o r  t hen ,  s e l l i n g  some c i g a r e t t e s ,  c i g a r s ,  a l l  t h a t  th ing .  It was 
p r e t t y  good becu-ase t hey  pa id  he about $40 f o r  two days and I make 
some t i p s ,  you know around $40 t oo  f o r  two days becanse those  a r e  
t h e  busy dags .you know, Saturdays  and Sundays, t h e  t ime when t he se  
o f f i c e  people ,  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o p a l s ,  t hey  were dockors and 1a.yvrers 
and businessnen and I had been - there so  long . that  they  knew my na.me 



and I knew t h e i r  name and sometime t h e y  j u s t  s a i d ,  "you want t o  g i v e  
rae a c i g a r e t t e ,  P h i l i p "  and I gave it t o o  him, he s a i d  t h a t  he g o t  
no more t ime t o  s i g n  h i s  name s o  I j u s t  s i g n  h i s  name. He s a i d ,  
" s i g n  my name t h e r e  P h i l i p " ,  s o  I s igned i t . d  d 

A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  my f i r s t  y e a r  a t  Gonzaga I g o t  no moaey s o  I g o t  
t o  go back t o  work and t a k e  c a r e  of my s i s t e r  and my b r o t h e r  b u t  t h e n  
a t  n i g h t  t ime I ven t  t o  schoo l ,  I w a s  having a f u l l  t i n e  job and went 
t o  schoo l  a l s o ,  t h i s  w a s  a r e k t a u r a n t  job. And s o  I went t o a  n i g h t  - 
s c h o o l ,  and t h i s  w a s  a branch of t h e  Washington S t a t e  College i n  
Pullman, it w a s  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  d i v i s i o n .  I t h i n k  I went f o r  one 
semester  and t h a t  ended my formal  educa t ion ,  I g o t  some c r e d i t s  from 

h5' t h e r e .  iti tohk up some p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n s e ,  economics and b u s i n e s s  
s o  my educa t ion  w a s  v e r y  low b u t  k ind  of broad. 

I had a f r i e n d ,  Frank Baldabino,  t h i s  one i s  a ve ry  impor tant  one ,  
H e  i s  r i c h  now l i v i n g  i n  Necca, C a l i f .  Frank and I had been t o g e t h e r ,  
we knew each i n  I l l o c o s  S u r ,  w e  b u t  n o t  ve ry  much, and t h e n  l a t e r  on 
I met him i n  Spokane Washington, and we became v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  
he w a s  younger t h a n  I was. We g o t  d i f f ' e r e n t  problems. P r a c t i c a l l y  
he d i d n ' t  have any problems because he w a s  a long i n  t h e  f a m i l y  and t h e n  
h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  n o t  hard  up e i t h e r ,  So he d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  about  sending  
moaey back home, i f  he send some money it j u s t  k ind  of a g i f t  o r  some- 
t h i n g .  But h i s  p a r e n t s  were k ind  of w e l l  o f f  and he d i d n ' t  have t h e  
problems t h a t  I got,  W i l l  I w a s  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  my p a r e n t s  
and t h e n  I g o t  my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  t o o  and because my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  
cou.ld no-t be t aken  a c a r e  of wi thout  me cause even i f  my ?a-ther w a s  
a l i v e  h e , c o u l d n f t  do any th ing ,  he w a s  s i c k l y ,  and my mother she was no 
p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  she  never  went t o  schoo l  j u s t  l i k e  my F a t h e r ,  s o ,  t h e  
r e s p o n c i b i l t i y  f e l l  on me and I was v e r x  s e n s i t i v e  t o o  t h a t .  I gave up 
my chances t o  go t o  schoo l  h e r e  f o r  them. - - 

I knew Prank was i n  S,_pokane when I cane back and a?-ber be ing  t h e r e  
a h i l e  we seemed t o  g e t  a t t r a c t e d  t o  each nk&k o t h e r  because he was kind 
of a  decen t  gu$ and he w a s  n o t  f o o l i n g  around o r  anyth ing  l i k e  gambling 
s o  we were k ind  of t h e  same, t h e  on ly  d i f f e r a n c e ,  I found o u t  l a t e r  on, 
w a s  bxB t h a t  money w a s  ve ry  impor tant  t o  him. Ofcourse f o r  me it was 
a l s o  v e r y  impor tant  b u t  i n  a k ind  of a d i f f e r e n t  way. He r e a l l y  d i d n l  t 
need .the money because he g o t  p r o p e r t y  t h e r e  j-n t h e  ~ h i l i h i n e s  bu t  I 
didnf- i ;  have any. PleankFrank and I were working t o g e t h e r  i n  .the r e s t a u r a n t  
and then  he was i n  t r o u b l e  wit3 soye k ind  of a s s i s t a n t  w a i t r e s s ,  who 



w a s  i n  charge of us  and s o .  they  got  i n t o  a f i g h t  , and s iad,  'I yea ,  
fuck you" because t h e  g i r l ,  she xx was an I t a l i a n  named Paul ine  and 
she d i d n l t . u n d e r s t a a d  how t o  handle people. She s a i d ,  " I ' m  going t o  
t e l l  Ruby1', cause she asked him t o  do something and.Frank d i d n ' t  want 
t o ,  and Prank s a i d ,  "Ah, you go ahead, you god damn , , , I' and "fuck 
Ruby too" .  So t h e r e  you a r e .  And then  Frank was ,ve ry  c lo se  t o  me, 
we  ere l i k e  b r o t h e r s  and then he s a i d ,  l e t ' s  go, and then  Pau l ine  

.-tomUV s a l & d o n l t  go, Ruby t o l d  me t h a t  you should s t a y ,  we l i k e  you, Ruby 
l i k e s  you. But you see  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Frank was so  s t rong  t h a t  = 
I .have t o  be on h i s  s i d e ,  s o ,  we q u i t e  and then  we prepared and we 

E b o  went t o  Chicago, t h a t ' s  t h e  way I go t  out  from Spokane Washington. 
We took a t r a i n .  This  was 1934. 

I n  Chicago., people you Imow, t hey  thought t h a t  I w a s  educated 
i n  Chicago, I .  nvver went t o  school  i n  Chicago. Tilaurice , Lendisman, 
a Jewish guy , h e  t r i e d  t o  convince me t o  g o  t o  co l l ege ,  he was a 
kind of a ,  he c a l l e d  himself a s o c i a l i s t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know m h  
what he d i d , . b u t  he was kind of we l l  o f f  a n d h i s  b ro the r  was i n  t h e  

'YMCB- c o l l e g e ,  a cen- t ra l  YMCA co l l ege  I t h i n k ,  a I d o n ' t  know i f  he 
was t e ach ing  o r  v~hat .  I s a i d ,  "l,k. Landisman, I would l i k e  t o  go t o  
school  bu t  1 got  no money". And he s a i d ,  "Well, maybe you d.onl-b need 
t o  pay t h e  t u i t i o n 1 ' .  He go t  some kind of i n f  lu-ence you know, he t r i e d  
very  hard  t o  g e t  me t h e r e  bu t  I could no t  tel-1 him my problems, ny 

@ s i s t e r  and ny b r o t h e r ,  I could no t  say  it. . I'G ~ ~ ~ a s n ' t  e x a c t l y  being 
-too proud, bu-t I saw it ns  my persona l  problem and ah I d i d n ' t  f e e l  
l i k e  t e l l i n g  him, you s ee  t o  helpkx me and a l s o  t o  he lp  my s i s t e r  and 
my b r o t h e r  i t ' s  a l r eady  a b i t  t o o  much a l ready.  

Frank and I t a l k e d  t oge t eh r  about were t o  go, because we were t a l k i n g  
about i t  before  and we wanted t o  go t o  Chicago. And had go t  some in-  
forma-?ion t h a t  some F i l i p i n o s  were working i n  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  and we 
thought t h a t  was goodto t r y .  But when w e  go t  t h e r e ,  they  were no t  
g e t t i n g  anybody . And it was t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  xe re  F i l i p i n o s  worlcins 

.' ,l i n  t h e  pos t  o9f ice .  was a good job then because they  were paying 
more and I - lmew oce guy who was g e t t i n g  $35 a week when we were only 
ge+k i l~g  $12 a v,re$k. This i s  when t h e  d.epresslon was s o r t  of i n  'a r e -  
covery. So i n  Chicago I worked f o r  W and R and I ~: ,~orked only t n  one 
p lace  and it wzs Franl: who 1ia.d been wallcing around and t h i s  01-d buy, 
\.!eiskonf - saw him and sa id ,"what  a r e  you doing". That t he  s t i l l  of t he  
o ld  guy. The o l d  guy, you know, he  Tucks zro-und on .the s i d e  ~ 1 z l . k ~  he I s  

,' 
JLJ-S-~; a  COO^ guy$ h~': he I 3 5  smart i n  business.  Ije dj-dn' t go very gar 
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i n  schoo l ,  cause he t o l d  me himself and he was washing d i shes  and he 
was a  w a i t e r  but  h i s  kkds,  one was a  doc to r  t h e  o t h e r  one was a  t e a c h e l  
t h e  o t h e r  one graduated i n  bus iness  admia i s t r a t i on .  He was a  very  
responc ib le  man, and then  he saw Frank t h e r e  o n ' t h e  s i d e  v ~ a l k ,  because 
Prank was s o r t  of s p i e i n g  around, looking t o  s ee  i f  he had a  chance t o  
go ask  f o r  a job. So t h e  g u y  saw him and s a i d ,  "what a r e  you doing 
here1 ' ,  and Frank s a i d ,  " I ' m ,  looking f o r  a  job sir1' and he s a i d ,  "you 
XIEQH come tomorrowll, you s e e ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  I know t h e  o ld  guy i s  l i k  e  
t h a t ,  cause i f  he l i k e s  you he l i k e s  you, he no t  going t o  spend h i s  t ime 

d ~ ~ t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t  who you a r e  and t h i s  and t h a t .  He j u s t  look a t  you 
a  s ay ,  " v ~ e l l ,  I l i k e  him,seel '  and then  he s ay ,  "wel l ,  what do you. want' T*L I*'4 
v ~ e l l ,  what a r e  you here  f o r " ,  and then,"I"m looking f o r  a  job" ... 
"Come tomo~row o r  come i n  t h e  af ternnonl ' .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way he is.  Be- 
cause I w o r ? d  t h e r e  f o r  z long time and I knew him. 

,,n-P 
So when @ was working t h e r e  he s a i d ,  he asked Frank i f  he lmew an@ 

o t h e r  good boy l i k e  you and then when he came home, because b ~ x k n l c k x ~ x  
we l i v e d  t oge the r  he t o l d  me. I was no t  working t hen ,  It d i d n ' t  t ake  
us  ve ry  long t o  f i n d  t h i s  job. And then  Frank l a t e r  on he went t o ,  d o n ' t  
f o r g e t  t h a t  Frank a l s o  went t o  Gonzaga Un ive r s i t y ,  graduated from t h e  
same h igh  school  i n  Spokane VJashington, and he went highhr t han  I d i d ,  
I t h i n k  he was i n  t h e  second yea r ,  and then  he went a  l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  YXCA co l l ege  i n  Chicago, bu t  no t  $0 long. He q u i t  and t h a t  was 
a l l  t h e  educat ion  he g o t  too ,  Then t h e  war came i n ,  I was i n  Chicago 
from 1934 t o  1942. I n  194-1 t h e  war was on. I worked fbr t h e  W and 2 
Rest .  t h e  whole t ime and Frank and I were l i v i n g  t oge the r  t h e  e n t i r e  
t ime. Soae t i n e s  we go t  s epa r t ed  because of women. And women had playeS 
a  g r e a t  p a r t  i n  p u l l i n g  u s  a p a r t  x x ~ x S ~ f n g ~ g x u ~ x $ a ~ ~ i : ~ : i ; & ~ ~ k i ~ ~  s o ~ i e t  ime s 
the se  women were responci 'ole,  you know, t hey  r e a l l y  break you up. 

Becuase Frank i s  a l s o  a  ve ry  handsome man, he i s  kind of a  mes-Lizo, 
Then Prank got  d r a f t e d  i n  '41 o r  '42. Then i n  1942 I a l s o  go t  d r a f t e d  
t h a t  was i n  August of '82'42. 80, we kept  on w r i t i n g  t o  each o the r  
and when I came i n ,  we l l  he h o w  t h a t  I was coming. Then he was s e n t  
t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and I was i n  t h e  second F i l i p i n o  i n f a n t r y ,  he was i n  

- t h e  f i rst  and t5ey  were shipged overseas  and I s tayed.  They d idn" '~  
7Q0 send me, I :;:as discha.rged, I was suppose t o  go and work i n  t h e  s h i p  

yzrd. I was d iscahrged because of ny age ,  I was 38 then. Frank was 
younger. 

He v;er,t -50 t3e P h i l i p p i n e s ,  then  a f t e r  t h e  war I cane t o  Delano, 
i all& vie were ;.~_rit-i-ng each o t h e r ,  and theri a f t e r  t he  war he cane back: 



t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and came t o  C a l i f o r n i a  because of me, you see  
we have a very  s t r o n g  bond. The s h i p  yard I worked a t  was i n  Va l l e jo  
bu-t I d i d n ' t  go t h e r e .  I was ass igned over t h e r e  bu t  I s tayed  i n  t h e  
farm because t h e  government had been paying a  l o t  of a t t e n t i o n  f o r  
t h e  f a r m s ,  s o ,  as long a s  I worked on t h e  farm it was 0,K. 

P: I was r e l e a s e d  from Camp Cook, i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and then  I came - 
t o  here  and I knew h i s  address  i n  t h e  B m ~ r n ~  Army s o  he knew t h a t  I 
was here  when I was r e l ea sed .  So when he was r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e  P h i l .  
and came back t o  t h e  U.S. and i n s t e a d  of going back t o  Chicago, w i l l  
he had went t h e r e  f o r  a  v i s i t  before  when he was on fur lough o r  some- 
t h i n g ,  he came here  because of me t o  Delano. But s ee  Frank i s  a  n i c e  
person,  t h e  on ly  -thing i s  t h a t  we go t  two d i f f e r e n t  phi losophies .  
See ,  Frank i s  a  f a i r  guy, t h e  only  t h i n g  i s  our va lues  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  pa r t ed  us.  And t h e  immediate f a c t o r  caus ing 
our s epa ra t i on  was a l s o  women. 

3 When you say  wor.ien, was it u s u a l l y  Frank o r  was i t  you... 

5 See ,  i t  s t a r t e d  i n  Chicago, t h e  god damn women she was wi th  me 
f i rs t  and l a t e r  on then w i i t h  Frank and caus ing t r oub l e .  She t e l l s  
t h i s  and t h i s  and t h a t  and ofcourse we d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  before  
but  s t i l l  i t s  g e t t i n g  i n t o  him and i n t o  me too.  Because he married 
t h i s  son of a  b i t c h . .  This  i s  before  t h e  war. They g ~ t ~ s e p a r a t e d .  
t h e y  a r e  no t  married now. 

And then  when he came back here  I was wi th  somebody and k h i s  one 
aga in  i s  t h e  kind of a  woman $00, I d i d n ' t  know b e f o r e ,  then she went 
w i th  him. I t ' s  a mess. Outside of t h a t ,  Frank i s  a  -good person. 
This  woman i s n ' t  s t i l l  wi th  him. PIC. g e l s  got  a  ~ ' l i ~ i n a  wife now and 
I t h i n k  they  go t  a  kid.  But I haven ' t  seen him s i n c e  he l e f t  Delano. 
He went t o  Coach i l l a  bu t  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where. 

I n  Chicago t h e  woman was white but  he re  she was Pinay,  but  t he  o ld  
t ime kind and t h i s  one she married many many t i x e s ,  I almost made t h e  
mis-take myself ,  I almost married he r  and I was g lad  I d idn '  t . And 
Fra.nk was r i g h t  when he s a i d ,  "you know, I saved your problems". 

After t h e  war, w h e ~  I came hs r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  s i n c e  about 
1942, I have l i v e d  here  ever  s ince .  Ofcourse I went t o  Stock-iion and 
wroked i n  asparagus i n  1948, and then  we go t  a  b i g  s t r i c k  and I went 
t o  Alaska and came back t o  Delano. mnly one t r i p  t o  Alaska, i n  
19L!-81r 2 



And then  I came back i n  1948 and have been he re  r e a l l y  e v e r , s i n c e ,  
s o ,  Delano i s  r e a l l y  my home. Eveen i f  i am i n  Ridge Grove, s e e  
Ridge Grove i s  ano the r  t o m ,  8 mi les  away, b u t  i t s  Delano t h a t  is  
r e a l l y  my home. I have l i v e d  i n  Delano longer  t h a n  i have l i v e d  
i n  any o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  my l i f e ,  even t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  

The t imes  I spen t  i n  S tock  were on ly  a  few weeks o r  a  month, j u s t  
working i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  

c% How d i d  Prank make some money. YOU mentioned he made some money? .. 
P: See ,  he s a v e s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h a t  he worked f o r  and g o t  i n t o  b u s i n e s s .  
s- 

I t h i n k  he i s  i n  t h e  r e a l i s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  r i g h t  now, i n  Mecca. And I 
have been going i n t o  t h e  r e a l i s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  myself .  I bought l o t s  
i n  Ridge Grove, I have t h e  l o t s  i n  my name, and I d o n ' t  owe anyth ing .  
T h a t ' s  shy i t s  hard  f o r  me because I pay t a x e s  b u t  I c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  
t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  land.  They a r e  most ly empty w i t h  o n l y  sone o l d  junk 
houses t h e ~ e ,  and I g e t  a few d o l l a r s  o u t  of '  them. I almost  went 
i n t o  bus iness .  Without t h e  Union I would be i n  bus iness .  See t h a t s  
why my ou t look  of t h e  r a d i c a l  movements i s  k ind  of d i f f e r e n t ,  because 
even now, i f  I had a chance I would go i n t o  b u s i n e s s ,  bu-t I d o n ' t  
oppose mm o r  h u r t .  I go i n t o  b u s i n e s s  t o  s u r v i v e ,  t o  f e e d  y o u r s e l f .  
Because nobody i s  going t o  f e e d  you s o  you go t  60 be s e n c i b l e  about  

I it. T h a t ' s  why d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  Union. You s e e  t h e y  t a k e  advantage 
of you-. They wnat you t o  spend e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e ,  a l l  your l i f e  t h e r e ,  
and t h e n  when you a r e  i n  need t h e y  d o n ' t  look a t  you. So what t h e y  
a r e  say ing  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  P.R. does n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
f o r  t h e  movement. I t ' s  n o t .  And I w i l l  be a  damn l i a r  and be d-ece t fn l  
i f  I d o n ' t  t e l l  t h e  t ru- th  t o  my own people.  And i f  I say  t h i s  t o  my 
own people it could  be ap$ l i ed  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  too .  i t s  n o t  only  t o  
them. Because t h e y  w i l l  do t h e  same t h i n g .  

- -  I f e e l  t h a t  i have . sone  s e c u r i t y  w i t h  my land.  It g i v e s  ne some- 
t h i n g 1  t o  f a l l  back on, if something happens t o  t h e  Union. T h a t ' s  why 
t h e y  c a n ' t  s a g  ve ry  nuch about  me, because i f  f o r c e  me out  I can j u s t  
s a y  "fuck you". I'n n o t  t o t a l l y  dependent on them l i k e  many our.  
What I have i s  n o t  much, j u s t  sone. ?.lost F i l i p i n o s  l i k e  me, my age [€IQ. 
and wi th  ny same backgrou-nd d o n ' t  r e a l l y  have anyth ing  t o  f a l l  back 

L 1  on,  ~ a e y  have no th ing ,  except  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  wi th  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  ve ry  
nuch and t h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  d i f f e r e n t l y  and -Lhat t s  why I s e e  t h e  s i d e  
of  Rodel. And sone o t h e r e s  who a r e  k i n d  of a t t a c k e d ,  o r  be ing  e x p e l l e d  
o r  sec luded or i s o l a t e d  by t h e s e  organiza'l-ions, I knov, I unders tand i t .  



And now, like myself - I don't like Marcos and I don't like the 
martial law. And I have been talking about it. And then I found 

o ut, you know, that- I kept on thinking, in relation with my 
family there in the Philippines. You see my brother,he is a 
lawyer. H d x  His oldest daughter is a doctor. The second one 
majored in commerce--he ' s in the Bank. And the other one is 
a pharmacist. Then there 's another one. $he took bp pharmacy. 
He's got so many girls. Then the $h other one, Corazon, I 
think her aarne, he wants her to be alawyer. I have a lot of 
them. Professionals. My sistedr's husband us a graduate& from 
college. He's been a teacher and then turned to farming. End 
his first son graduated in agriculture--he's n in Cebu (the 
sons). The wife is a C.P.A. (the son's?) He got a brother who 
g graduated from the Philippine Trade and Arts. He was 
teaching--now he's in the Army. He's in Marcost Amrg. Ehat 
bothers me. 
C: You were saying that you speak out here against the marfial - 
J-~\?J . . . 
P: They go after my own people, you see. In the Philippines. v 
That's why I don't want to write because I don't want to make 
the connection. We might have the same name, but . . . .!$hen 
there's another guy (nephw?l who graduatede x f s a ~ x  in electronic 
eneginnering in the Phlippines. He's working. My sister, I got 
a letter from my sister very recently. 

41 vc - he 77 ,CLBU~ E E E ~ L  (:OW family) kam+ Boer critten you and told you 
that it's dangerous what you're doing (here, speaking out against 
martial law?) 
P: PJo, because theycbn't know what I'm doing. But I'm just - 
afraid that what I'll say here will get them into trouble. 
The12 there's another studping nursing and'the other one will be 
taking medicine, you see. . . 

C: Do you feel good about that--that your ct  family--all these - 
.. relatives who came from a poor family have been able to establish 

themselves with a trade and profession? 
P: Yes. But then they are also--the trend will be--the tendency 
i- 7 HZ%~:.:~EE conservatism. That ' s what kinds of bothers me. While 
it r j m ~  gg &eel that- they aye secure, it also works the other Ens; n f 

way, 2+ kind of neutralize v~ha.t I'm doing, you see. So I 

/ q'"Q c o ~ ~ e  'GO the concl~u~sion that you cannot go, cannot travel faster, 
J '. 

2 .  



. t h a n  t h e  phase of p r o g r e s s  of a  g r e a t e r  numberof poe$le. You g o t t t a  
t o  be a long wi th  them. 
C:  You mean you r p o l i t i c s ,  even when you want t o  be r a d i c a l ,  you - 
can be only  r a d i c a l  i n  a r e a l i s t i c  sense .  You c a n ' t  go way 
ahead of t h e  people.  
P: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Because you w i l l  l o s e  them. There a r e  sommany - 
khz~kx t h i n g s  t h a t  p u l l  them back. A t  t imes  t h e y  d o n ' t  know t h e  
i s s u e s  because t h e y  d o n ' t  have t h e  propea educat ion .  The o t h e r  
t h i n g  i s  t h a t  s o  many t h i n g s  a r e  a t  s t a k e  -- t h a t  t h e y  g o t  jobs ,  
t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  Then t h e y  g o t  sometimes l i k e  a gms p ~ o p e r t y  
o r  t h e y  gok some kind  of b u s i n e s s ,  you know. While o t h e r s  a r e  
p u l l i n g  t h a t  way, o t h e r s  a r e  p u l l i n g  back. That a l l  depends v ~ h i c h  
i s  s t r o n g e r .  

Take t h e  American R&X middle c l a s s  f o r  example. Ten, no,  
twenty y e a r s  ago,  you puat  up t h e  Parmwokers movenent, nobody 
w i l l  h e l p  you. Now, you s a y  farmworkers qovemenJc, t h e n  they  

113 . Of course  t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  t h e  minor i ty .  gzha 
The ones t h a t  a r e  , s t i l l  i s  t h e  xkrnnakkx minor i ty .  But "' you- see  t h e  r eason  it i s  s t r o n g  i s  because t h e y  w e  organized  
( t h e  n i d d l e c  c l a s s ? ? ? )  The m a j o r i t y  a r e  noJc organiz  d  so  t h e y  
a r e  s u s c e p t i b l e ;  you know, t o  h e l p  h e r e  and t h e r e ,  i n  some way 
t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i n .  And t h e n ,  t h a t  adds t o  your s t r e n g t h ,  
t o  your power. 
C :  Also ,  what y o u ' r e  say ing  i s  t h a t  t h e  American middle c l a s s  has  
Bc 

progressed  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  a p o i n t  where t h e y  canx suppor t  
( t h e  farmworkers movement, f o r  exxmple). 

Yes. 
While 'che F i l i p i n o  middle c l a s s  i s  more conse rva t ive .  

e b -  ~'9,- - M n e  F i l i p i n o  middle c l a s s )  a r e  
i n s e c u r e  about  what t h e y  have. 
C: They haven ' -b nvt '  i-nq -q t. ~ r o b a b i ~  even though your g0Zn8 re4aLnveE 
b r o t h e r  and s i k t e r  have p r o f e s s i o n a l  posit-j-on$, they  probably 
s t i l l  f e e l  ve ry  i n s e c u r e  l i k e  th.ey can l o s e  everyth ing .  So t h e y  . 

%don' t  want -to rock  t h e  boa t  y e t .  
D.  Tha-ti's r igh- t .  I f  t h e y  had been belonging t o  t h e  middle c l a s s  
f o r  a. long -time, it ~ . ~ o u l d  have. been a d . i f f  e r e n t  s t o r y .  Becuase 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  would be bore& s i J c t i n g  around,  doing noth ing .  
C :  ? J e l l ,  i n  -the Ph i l ipp j -nes ,  j? i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l s  - 



cone from ~xki-mz t h e  peasan ts ,  who have nothing t o  l o s e  anyway, 
because they  have nothing,  and t h e  r i c h ,  t he  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
o r  who have had it f o r  many many years  and a r e  t i r e d  of i t ,  
s o r t  o f ,  and can see  t h a t  i t ' s  co r rup t  and no t  he lp ing  anybody. 
But t h e  middle c l a s s  i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  has been conservat ive .  
%EEX=E J u s t  l i k e  here.  I t ' s  t h e  same a l l  over. 
P: And t h e  people who a r e  really---the s e a t  of r ad i ca l i sm  come - 
from t h e  oppressed. But dton't f o r g e t  t h a t  t h e  l e ade r sh ip ,  most 
of t h e  t ime ,  comes from t h e  middle c l a s s ,  ee;&h~ i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
because they a r e  t he  ones who a r e  educated. Also,  now, you t r y  
t o  go back a t o  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  they  a r e  coming 
from t h e  middle c l a s s .  You take  f o r  i n s t ance ,  Kar l  Marx. He was 
no t  poor. He became poor,  very poor. 3u t  he was an i n t e l l e c t u a l .  
C :  H i s  family  w a s  middle c l a s s .  H i s  f a t h e r  1;lras a business  man. 
cPF 
P: Yeah, bu t  when he put  up h i s  i d e a s ,  they  &nmftk d idn l  t want d 

him t o  g e t  a  job. And he became very  poor. 
C .  Ac tua l ly  he became a  succes s fu l  j o u r n a l i s t ,  He wrote f o r  _._ 
London and American netrspaplers, so he tias making a  l i v i n g  a s  
a s  w r i t e r .  Su t  no-t much. 
P: Now you t ake  f o r  i n s t ance ,  Engels ,  bith him He was t h e  son - 
of a  . He was i n  t h e  1 I' himself .  Now 
you take  f o r  ins tance  Lenin. He was a ' school teacher .  He was 
not  poor a t  a l l .  You take  Gandhi. Wel1, 'of course ,  he was 
j u s t  l i b e r a l .  Re was no r a d i c a l .  Gandhi was no t  r a d i c a l .  He 
was l i b e r a l .  . And I n d i a  i s  s t i l l  t he  same r i g h t  now. 
C :  Le t1  s see .  Lenin was a  school teacher ,  r i g h t ?  90 Chi Ninh was - 
a  school  t eacher .  And Mao Tse Tung was a  school teacher .  
P: Castro v~zs  a lawyer. Che Guevarra was a doctor .  You see  t h e  leader-  - 
L: Jose  R iza l  was a  doctor-- an op tomet r i s t .  s h i ~  - 
P: Cesar i s  t h e  only one I know who comes from the  poor-- - 
m i g r m t  worker. 
L: Bonifacio was a  peasant .  v 
P: The people you know sometimes when t h e r e  i s  a  disagreement,  it  - 
cones o u t ,  and you r e a l l y  break up, but  what r e a l l y  su rp r i s ed  me 
about Rode1 and Kathy. 
L; It was very  t e l l i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  reLat ionship  was b u i l t  on only 

IlvC 

one t h i n g  and t h a t  was t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a spec t s  of i t  and when the  
problems a rose  on t he  o the r  q ide ,  j u s t  the  man woman pa.rt of t h e i r  
r e la t j -onsh ip  .they could not  dea l  wi th  it because t h e r e  was never any 



r e a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  They were j u s t  a l l  r i g h t  on when it came t o  
p o l i t i c s  b u t  when it  came t o . a  more impor t an t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p  t h e y  were d e a l i n g  w i t h  a t o t a l  mess and t h e y  cou ld  n o t  
d e a l  w i t h  it.  I w a s  t e l l i n g  Rodal  t h a t  maybe it was a b l e s s i n g  i 
i n  d i s q u i s e ,  you may have l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  30 y e a r s  and maybe 
n e v e r  g o t  t o  know each  o t h e r .  Rode1 was r e a l l y  c rushed  by it, he 
r e a l l y  l oved  Kathy and c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  she  would l e a v e  h i m .  
T h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was b u i l t  on a v e r y  s u p e r f i c i a l  r o c k  o r  f o u n d a t i o n .  
And t h e n  it would have been h a r d e r  i f  it happened a f t e r  many y e a r s ,  - 
a t  l e a s t  it happened now, 

3- When we g o t  i n t o  S e a t t l e ,  lt!ashington, it w a s  a l r e a d y  n i g h t  t i m e ,  
I d o n ' t  know what t ime  b u t  it was a l r e a d y  n i g h t ,  from Vancouver. 
And t h e n  somebody he lped  u s  on t h e  phone t o  l o c a t e  a p l a c e  f o r  u s  
and we h e a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a vacancy t h e r e  a t  t h e  Diamond h o t e l .  
It w a s  a small h o t e l  r u n  by Japanese .  We t o o k  a c a b ,  w e  g o t  i n  
t h e r e .  When we g o t  o f f  on t h e  s i d e  walk ,  and t h e n  we d i d n ' t  know 
we were j u s t  k i n d  of  s t a n d i n g  a round ,  and as f a r  as I w a s  concerned 
XE I neve r  had any e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  a h o t e l ,  s o ,  I neve r  t hough t  
bou t  g o i n g  up. We though t  t h a t  somebody would come down o r  c u t  
and 'we would s e e  somebody t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  no one ,  t h e  p l a c e  
w a s  on t h e  second f l o o r .  S i n c e  we d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody I said why 
d o n ' y  we go up t h e  stairs. When we were 5 ~m o r  4 s t e p s s  up t h e  

3 o0 
stairs  we h e a r d  some peop le  t a l k i n s ,  and t h e n  t h e y  were r e a l l y  on 
t h e  lobby  of  t h e  second f l o o r ,  So we went up and looked  and p e o p l  
were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  and some peop le  were t l a k i n g ,  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  g i r l  
who t a k e s  you' t o  your  room. And t h e n  I went back and c a l l e d  t h e  
o t h e r s ' t o  come up. So we went up t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  r a t t a n  s u i t c a s e s ,  
I j u s t  had one ,  a c t u a l l y  I t h i n k  I had two, one r a t t a n  f h a t  I 
brou-ght t  from t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and a n o t h e r  t h a t  I g o t  i n  Hong Kong, 
a l e a t h e r  one. 

So we'went irl and t h e n  we t o o k  o u r  roorn. I d o n ' t  know how mucch 
we p a i d  b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime  I had o n l y  $25 l e f t  i n  my p o c k e t ,  and we 
t a y e d s i n  t h a t  h o t e l  f o r  f o u r  days .  I n  t h e  morning,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  

. i n  t h e  x o r n i n g ,  I met a ggy from my Family  from Ordane ta ,  Pagans inan ,  
and we were c l a s s m a t e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  hdgh s c h o o l ,  i n  Lingayan,  
Pagans inan .  I f o r g o t  h i s  f i r s t  name b u t  h i s  second name w a s  Taban,  
And s o  he t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  were t a l k i n g  b o u t  me, cause  he knew my 
r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e .  He was t a l k i n g  abou t  me t h a t  n i g h t  w i t h  so3e peop le  
and ther,  t h a t  morning I met Him i n  t h e  h a l l .  He had a l r e a d y  bee'n 
h e r e  a y e a r .  So t h e n  w e  t a l k e d ,  an.d he s a i d  t h a t  I g o t  my follcs 
- there  2nd he to ld .  m e  t h e i r  nair:es, ail& I ;<riei,~.i 5l-ieir iiames, so I 



asked him when he was going back and s o  h.e t o l d  me t he  d a t e ,  bu t  
I remember t h a t  we s tayed  t h e r e  i n  S e a t t l e  Washington f o r  f o u r  dags ,  

3rQ So when he went we a l s o  went wi th  him t o  ? Washington . 
During those  fou r  days i n  S e a t t l e  we d i d n ' t  do anything s p e c i a l ,  we 
j u s t  go around i n  t h e  c i t y ,  everything 'Tas very  s t range .  There wasn ' t  
much t o  do,  n o t ' l i k e  today. When I was t h e r e  t h e r e  was no b r idege ,  
today it ' s l i k e  Los Angeles. 

Then I saw my uncle and he brought us  t o  t h e  rooming p iace .  9e .. 
i s  a  f i rs t  cousin t o  my f a t h e r ,  he i s  hare  i n  Delano, but  h i s  name 
i s  Jose  Sanchez. Sometimes I see  him bu t  w he i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e  d  
i n  what I ' m  doing,  he i s  very  o ld  now, he go t  married be fo re ,  he 

br LS 
go t  two sons ,  one went t o  t h e  A i r  Force and one -5s i n  t h e  Army 
and a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime i s  i n  Bakers f i e ld  i n  c o l l e g e ,  he was a  farm 
~vorker .  

We went t o , p r e s e n t  ourse lves  i n  t h e  box f a c t o r e r y ,  t h e r e  was an 
o f f i c e  anywayg now sometimes you d o n ' t  choose where you go, you k3~1 

c ( 6 0  know they  p i ck  you up and then t hey  look a t  you:-, i f  you can f i t  
i n  t h e  saw m i l l ,  t hen  -they put  you t h e r e ,  -the p l a i n i n g  m i l l ,  then 
t heg  put  you t h e r e ,  t h e  box f a c t o r y  then  they  pu t  you -there. So 
u s u a l l y  t h e  weaker ones and t h e  sma l l e r  they  go i n t o  t h e  box f a c t o r y ,  
except  ' those  who a r e  r e a l l y  opera t ing  t h e  machines, t h e  o ld  t imers  
t h e r e .  There 7:Jere a  l o t  of F i l i p i n o s  working t h e r e ,  some of t h e  
F i l i p i n o s  were opera t ing  t h e  automatic  machines. 

We were c u t t i n g  t h e s e  boards i n t o  boxes,  we d o n ' t  n a i l  them, 
we j u s t  prepare  t hen ,  you !mow wooden-cra-tes. They use t he se  c r a t e s  
i n  many many ways, they  use them i n  l e t u c e ,  grapes ;  d i f f e r e n t  k inds ,  
and d i f f e r e n t  measurmeni-s and oranges e t c .  So - t h a t ' s  t he  way we 
were working t h e r e  i n  t h e  box f a c t o r y .  A t  t h e  t ime we were kgaid- 
25 c e n t s  an h o w  and we worked 10 hours a  d-ay, s i x  days a  week an 
2nd we s o t  pa id  every  15 days wi th  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s ,  So I go t  my 
sweater  and I use t o  put  my waged i n  bo th  of my pockets  t h e r e  hn 
my sweater  and you know it  was p r e t t y  heavy. f 2 I t  was a  good t h i n g  

- .%hey paid  every 15 days ,  i f  t heg  paid  every  30 days I cou ldn ' t  < ~ a l k  
home, I d i d n ' t  pu t  no money i n  t h e  bank, I j u s t  kept  i t  i n  my room. 
I would send thernoney t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  by pokt o f f i c e ,  a  money 
.order .  

I s tayed  t h e r e  u-nt i l - l  s n r i n s  t ime,  an2 1 t o l d  you a1read.y -there 
i' 

was a s - t r i ke  a.nd I was l a i d  o f f ,  because -there was a  s t r i k e  and 
G o d f ~ e y  was striking wi th  me, end we had al-ways been ~q!ri?ing t o  ezch 



And I t o l d  him about t h e  s t r i k e  and I go t  no job and then  he c a l l e d  
me up t o  go t o  Spokane Washington, t h a t ' s  t h e  way I went t o  Spokane. 
There he found a  job f o r  me i n  a  r e s t u a r a n t ,  it was a  c a f e t e r i a .  
So I worked t h e r e  un-t i1 it was time t o  go t o  schoo l ,  and I q u i t e  
my job. - 
C:  HOI~I were you - l -~ea t ed  a s  a F ; l i p ino  and worker i n  t h e  box f a c t o r y  - 
and t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  Did you f e e l  d i sc r imina ted  aga in s t .  

L, P o  Y u  s ee  t h e  people i n  important  p o s i t i o n s ,  managers and super  * 
i n t e n t e n t s a r e  a l l  whi te ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  was t h a t  you a r e ' t o  do your = 
work and t h i s  Bbd t h a t  and they  d o n ' t  c a r e  what e l s e  you do,  they  
j u s t  pay you. 

A s  a new a r r i v a l  he r e ,  an immigrant, I wasn ' t  ab l e  t o  a s s o c i a t e  
wi th  many o the rx  workers,  t h e r e  were many Greeks t h e r e ,  and t h e  
Greeks and t h e  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  people ,  they  go t  d i f f e r e n t  

bo language, and then f&e whi tes  who were no t  Greeks, t h e w  people 
outs ide  t h e  f a c t o r y  were u sua l l y  a l l r i g h t .  You know, when -there a r e  
t o  many F i l i p i n o s  t h e r e  a r e  i n s idence ,  f i g h t s  and t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  

. between F i l i p n o s  and o t h e r s ,  and t h a t  w i l l  i n f luence  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s .  
Andthen we were no t  r e a l l y  mixing up wi th  t h e  l f ~ h i t t e  people,  and 
t h e  Greeks,  w i l l  you see  t h e n  i n  t h e  pool  h a l l  sometimes, bsome-  
L ~ l n e s  ye t a l k  t o  each o t h e r ,  But j u s t  u s u a l l y  we j u s t  look a t  each 
o t h e r  -- t h a t  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  before .  These Greeks were r e a l l y  
t h e r e  ws one guy, he wa.tched mg and he never  played ppool ,  and so  
he t a l k e d  t o  me, and s a i d ,  l b t s  p lay  poo l ,  some of them were very  
&mx n i c e  t o o ,  bu t  I t h i n k  he was kind of a  homosexual t h a t  guy, 
because he was say ing ,  he always t a l k e d  t o  me, -things l i k e ,  "- that  
guy, we can t a k e  him". Soon I began t o  g e t  susp ic ious .  Maybe he 
meant t h e  guys noney. I n  t h e  beginning when I w o r k e d  t h e r e ,  oh boy, 
I c r i e d ,  and i t ' s  bakbreaking work, long hours ,  and remember back 
home I never r e a l l y  worked- hard. Somebod-y was opera t ing  ?he machines 
and then I kind of grapping t h e  t h i n g  and p i l i n g  it up and a l l  t h e s e  
p i l e s .  I p i l e d  them up on some wagon and i t  was r e a l l y  hard f o r  me, 
My arms were always very  s o r e ,  I r e a l l y  c r i e d  i n  t h e  beginning. 

It took ne a  long .time before  I f e l t  l i k e  I: could enjoy t h e  t h ings  
t h a t  I saw and was doing. And no t  be ing homesick . The hardes t  
par-L- whenyov. go avay a r e  -the f i r s t  y e a r s ,  days and xonths a~rd  weelis, 
and t h e  olonger you s t a y  away, your f e e l i n g s  of going 'oacl,: becomes 
l e s s  and l e s s .  It d i n i n i s h e s  according t o  kB t i n e ,  And F i l i p i n o s  
who a r e  he re  a n d  a r e  new as. they  a r e  i n  a  very  einotional s - t a p .  



This i s  because they a r e  always th ink ing  about going home, here  
t h e y  can not  go hoxe. See ,  when my mother asked me how long I w a s  

6 ~ o  -going t o  s t a y  here  I -told here t h r e e  yea r s ,  w i l l  I ' v e  been here  
f o r  f i f t y  years  now and haven ' t  been back y e t ,  so  t h a t ' s  t he  way 
.it goes. I d i d n ' t  p lan  it to- be t h a t  way, I never thought t h a t  way, 
I -thought t h a t  when I go t  through here  I would go horne bu-t I d i d n ' t  . 
I never go t  through. When I got  thrcugh with one t h i n g  I got  no 
money. There were two important t h ing  i n  my p l a n s ,  t he  f i r s t  was 
t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  be educated,  bu t  my s i s t e r  and my b ro the r  
i n t e r f e a r e d  wi th  my p l a n ,  and so  I f a i l e d  i n  g a t t i n g  educated and 
then my second plan was t o  go home and a l s o  t o  he lp  them o u t ,  so  

- i t  was turned t h e  o the r  way around. Ins tead  of having my educat ion 
f i r s t ,  when I could not  make. i t ,  I went t o  a  c e r t a i n  ex t en t  and 
then qu-i te ,  and then I f igu red  on going back t o  co l l ege  a f t e r  
xzrsds$xlmkc my b ro the r  and s i s t e r  grew, but  when they  were a l ready  
grown up i t  was too  long ,  when I got  through suppor t ing then  i 
d i d n ' t  have any money. I f e l t  t h a t  I cou ldn ' t  su-pport them a s  wel l  
back i n  t h e  Ph i l i pp ines  a s  i n  t h e  United S-bates. It was not  a  m i s -  
-take, I wan-t t o  be honest about i - t ,  t h a t  i f  I s tayed i n  t e h  P h i l i -  
ppines I would have s t i l l  had many problems because t h a t  i s  w@y I 
took the  norzial course so  i f '  I hadn ' t  coze t o  the  U.S. a t  l e a s t  I 
would have been teaching i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and then i f  I could 
save a  l i t t l e  Toney I could continue my s tud i e s .  But t h a t  was not  
I th ink  r i g h t  now, i f  I s tayed i n  t he  Ph i l i pp ines  I would have 
been i n  Kindanao you Bnowl, because I was a t t r a c t e d  t o  educat in  and 
a t  t h e  same t i ~ e  I was a t t r a c t e d  'GO proper ty  a l s o .  playbe because 
of t h e  p roper ty  my family  l o s t  over bhe years .  And .I Imow the  ad- 
vantage o? havins  proper ty .  Even when I was young. And so  i f  I 
went t o  Mindanao I could no t  have taken ca re  of ny s i s t e r  and my 
b r o t h e r ,  we would. have been a l l  l i v i n g  t hee re  i n  I'yindanao and maybe 
my s i s t e r  and my b ro the r  would have n a r r i e d  d i f f e r e n t  kpeople. 
But they  have made t h e i r  way O.K. They got  t h e i r  educat ion,  and he 
i s  a  l a v ~ ~ e r  and she grad-u.aJ~ed f r o g  College too , she  graduated from 

- .St. Torlas universi-by, so  t h a t  i s  t he  l i f e  -tha-t; t l ~ e y ' n a v e  t he re .  3 u t  
only I s u f f e r  u n t i l  she gradusted from high school  , and when she 
wen-b t o  co l l ege  she got  a  son a1read.y and F-1- was t h e  hus'3anq. h.e has 
some kind of p roce r ty ,  some land ,  137 brothr-in-law gradua-bed i frorn, 
-the 3'ar easJcern uni7~e. rs i .h~ and 1t;a.s teaching too.  A n 6  he venS t o  

7 - 2 r.lindanao, -;;hey gay 111m low, very low, but  he V1a.s ab i e  t o  pu.7 a 



t r a c t o r  and work some land.  
L: Throughout your l i f e  h e r e  were t h e r e  s e v e r a l  mouents when you - thought  you were read-y t o  go home. 
P* No, n e v e r ,  it  was a l v ~ a y s  a s u r v i v a l  t h i n g ,  t h e r e  w a s  a lwasgs 
jSIlP 
an energency and I never  g o t  t h e  f e e l i n g  of going back,  I mean I: 
never  had t h a t  f e e l i n g  of be ing  ready  bo go back. But I: always 
wan3ed t o  go back,  bu t  i w a s  never  r eady  

TAPE #/I1 P'IAY 22 ,  1976 

%,He's  no t  r e a l l y  my c o u s i n ,  h e ' s  a cous in  t o  my mother. He came 
h e r e  b e f o r e  me........'.I was a schoo l  boy and I: went t o  work f o r  
M r .  and Dlrs. Guy Armstead, t h e y  a r e  bo th  C a t h o l i c s ,  The name of t h  
t h e  wife w a s  &ia, they  a r e  n o t  r i c h  peop le ,  t h e y  belonged t o  t h e  
i d l e  class,  t h e y  were n o t  working c l a s s .  Th.ey d i d n ' t  have a  b i g  
house,  it was v e r y  s m a l l ,  b u t  I was a  schoo l  boy t o  them, I was 
c l e a n i n g  t h e  house and h e l p  h e r  wi th  t h e  cooking and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  + YTJ>' 
They p a i d  me 82.50 a week f o r  about 2  hours  everyday a f t e r  s c h o o l ~ ' u ~ ~ ~ ~ . . ,  
and Saturdays  and Snndays I wouldl p u t  i n  8 hours  b u t  n o t  a l l  t h e  

"11 t ime.  ey z r e  n o t  t h e  people t h a t  a r e  easy  t o  g e t  a long w i t h ,  t h e  
husbm& was a  l a z y  guy and he was ve ry  f a t  and he wouldl g e t  t i r e d  
t o  j u s t  bend over .  And t h e y  a r e  t h e  k ind  of people who p l a y  c a r d s ,  
you know t h a t  game,' what'  s it c a l l e d ,  y a ,  Bridge. It 'was not  Binggo, 
t h e y  c a l l e d  it br idge .  And t h a t ' s  t h e  type  of people t h e y  were. 
You know, I found t h i s  job,  t h e r e  was a  F i l i p i n o  bus boy, head bus 

5" boy a t t h e  Davenport i i o t e l ,  t h a t  was t h e  b i g g e s t  h o t e l  i n  ? 

and you see  a t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  some domestic h e l p ,  and so a t '  
t t h a t  t ime I wanted t o  go t o  schoo l  and I went t h e r e  b u t  a  one t ime 
I have a l s o  my r e l a t i v e  who went t o  t h e  school  a t t h e  same t i n e ,  and - k 

t h a t  guy now h i s  name i s  Pedro de l a  Cxuz-he i s  now i n  Stockton ,  he 
came wi th  me on t h e  b o a t ,  and then  when I was i n  Spoakan he fo l lov ,~ed 
me t h e r e .  Then when I was going t o  schoo l  he vrent t o  school  a l s o ,  
s o  we went t o  h igh  schoo l ,  and he was a l s o  a  school  boy and he was 
working f o r  I11rs. Corva-n, k ind  of a  weal-thy women, S u t  by h e r s e l f  and 
she was a good l~~ornen ve ry  i n t e l d l i g e n t  and a  good t e a c h e r ,  and one 
t ime I went t h e r e  f o r  a  v i s i t  and I d i d n ' t  go home and then  s e e  i t  
d i d . n l t  g e t  f n t o  my head t h a t  I had t o  keep t h e  f i r e s  going because 
i t  was v i n t e r  t i x ?  ar,d so  the 'guy  because I d i d n ' t  come home s o  he 
g o t  t o  Ilea-i; it himself  and he d ic in ' t  1-ike it see .  And then  s o  wben 
T >,rent lioine i n  t h e  morning I t h i n k  it  was Su.nday o r  S a . ~ ~ ~ . ~ d a ~ ~  mag'oe 



and t h e n  it w a s  about 2% degrees  above z e r o ,  I never  f o r g o t  t h a t ,  
and everyone t o l d  me t o  shovel  t h e  snow, how  could you shovel  
t h e  snow, t h e  snow tu rned  i n t o  i c e  a l r e a d y ,  you can n o t  shovel  
t h e  snow, and you g o t  no snow t o  shovel  anyway, i t ' s  a l l  i c e  alreadye 
on t h e  s i d e  walk. See ,  when you a r e  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  you a  r e s p o n c i b l e  
f o r  t h e s i d e w a l k ,  some body break t h e i r  neck t h e r e  and t h e y  cand 
sue you, s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  way. And t h e n  I f e l t  t h a t  she  was v e r y  un- 
s o l u a b l e ,  s o  I went back t o  t h e  house t o  t e l l  h e r  " I ' m  l e a v i n g " ,  
aand I took my s u i t c a s e .  You know, I worked $or them, b u t  t h e y  
were ve ry  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  never  a t e  wi th  them, I have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  
t h e y  g e t  through e a t i n g  and then  I can e a t  myself .  That was t h e  
a t t i t u d e  t h e y  g o t  i n  p r a c t i c e .  I wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  send money home 
then .  

So ,  I was s o  bothered you know, t h a t  from t h e  s idewalk I brought  
back t h e  shove l  and s a i d  I was q u i t i n g ,  and t h e  mand s a i d ,  "Oh, 
you work f o r  Xi6a,  my w i f e ,  I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  w x ~ B  about t h a t  
she w a s  .the one who took you". And I s a i d  I d o n ' t  c a r e ,  I ' m  l e a v i n g  
I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  she l i k e s  it o r  n o t .  So I went I took t h e  s t r e e t  jao I - c a r  I c a r r i e d  my s u i t c a s e  ou t  t o  where t h e  s t r e e t  c a r e  s t o p s ,  and I 
took it i n o t  town and I g o t  no th ing ,  no money and then  I had t o  
q u i t  school .  

Then, nex t  s p r i n g  t i n e ,  I went t o  school. a g a i n ,  by t h i s  tirne I 
V 

was aga in  a  schoo l  boy, i t  was Mrs. Lgng, h e r  name was Maud, and she 
was a widow and she was k ind  of 50 y e a r s  o l d  o r  more. 

A f t e r  I q u i t e  t h e  Amrstead's a t  t g a t  time I d i d n ' t  even have a  
penny. See i n  town t h e r e  a r e  some f r i e n d s  of mine t h e r e  then t h e r e  
was a  gu.y, h i s  name was Frank,  who w as k ind  of new t h e r e  i n  Spokane 
Washing-koq, he j u s t  come from t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  r e c e n t l y ,  bu t  he g o t  

'4 a job. He v a s  a v e r y  n i c e  person,  h i s  name was Frank Abaci lda,  and 
he g o t  a  room, he l i v e d  by h i m s e l f ,  s o  he took ne i n  h i s  room, and 
I s e l p t  t h e r e ,  and t h e  on ly  way I a t e ,  I went Sack t o  t h e  c a f e t e r i a  
where I: uas v~orking  b e f o r e ,  because t h e y  l i k e d  Ir,e t h e r e ,  so  t h e y  
lei- me work and e a t  t h e r e .  And I worked t h e r e  f o r  two weeks and they  
d i d n t - t  pay me anyth ing  bu-t t h e y  l e t  me e a t .  I worked 1 0  hours  a  
day f o r  two weeks and I never  go t  a penny b u t  my X E ~ X E  meals and I 
s l e p t  i n  F r a n k ' s  rooa.  You s e e ,  t h a t  was one of my unusual  exper iences .  
They d i d n ' t  pay me because sopeone was a l r e a d y  working i n  my p l a c e  
s o  t h e g  re1all-y d . i d n ' t  need. me, so I x~ 2us.t helped c u t  f o r  food. 
ZU:~ then when I found ou t  t h a t  they  werenl- t  paying me I J~~~~ 



going a n d - I  looked f o r  a  job and I found a  job i n  a  r e s t a u r a n t .  I 
So,  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  otime I went back t o  school  again .  You know, 

I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any b e t t e r  jobs ,  they  go t  none, I go t  no educa t ion ,  
and even those  who graduated from c o l l e g e ,  they  d o n ' t  g e t  any jobs ,  
only r e k t a u r a n t s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

I n  s p r i n g  of 1928 I went aback t o  h igh  schoibl, Lewis and Clark 
High School a n d ' I  became a  schoo l  boy aga in  wi th  Mrs. Maud Long. 
And Mrs. Long was a  p r o t e s t a n t  and she was good. Mrs. Long never  
a t e  without  me. She was a  widow. We always a t e  t oge the r  and a t  t h a t  ? 

t ime t h e r e  was an engineer  who s tayed  i n  h e r  house. H i s  name was 
James Lau-ty, he was a  ch i e f  engineer  ou t  i n  Spokan Washington. He 
was a border  bu t  he d i d n ' t  e a t  t h e r e ,  he a t e  downtvwn. But when h  
he comes home he always g o t  something t o  e a t  t h e r e  cause P;?r.s. Lon 
long was l i k e  t h a t .  And Jimmy was an engineer  and he was p r e t t y  
good. H i s  f a t h e r  was a  judge i n  S e a t t l e  Washington, and then t h e y  
a l s o  g o t  Lydia,  an 8 year  o ld  g i r l  who was t h e  grand daughter  of 
t h e  o l d  l ady  so  we ne re  r e a l l y  f o u r  t h e r e ,  yea we were f o u r  and we 
use t o  go ,  Mrs. Long had a ,  she brought me many p l a c e s ,  she  brought 

I1 
me t o  t h e  churches ,  she d o n ' t  say ,  Go t o  church",  she brought me 
t o  church. So I remember t h a t  Jimmy and Mrs. Long and myself ,  t h e  
t h r e e  of USE, u.se t o  go t o  church every Sunday, a  p r o t e s t a n t  church 
and Jimmy a l s o  could s ing .  

We use t o  go t o  t h e  show about two t imes  a  week, she g o t  a  Buick 
and she would drove around and t h e r e  i s  a  s t a t e  f a i r $  she ' d  t ake  me 
t h e r e ,  i f  t h e r e  was a  wedding she 'd want t o  show me. ~ ' k e  a wedding 
i n  t h e  c a t h o l i c  church she v~ould b r i ng  me t h e r e  t o  show me t h e  
wedding. And then  about1  pub l i c  l e c t u r e s  =he would $ r i n g  me t h e r e  
so  I g o t  educated i n  a  way. 

I met he r  ofcourse  by acc iden t .  Somebody t o l d  me t h a t  she wanted 
a  school  boy, so  I went and she was good, she was over Bx50, she was 
a very  good l ady ,  she was d i f feren+;  from t h e  o the r  onep. ,The o the r  
one was a  C a t h o l i c ,  you know, bu t  she won't  e a t  wi th  me, t h i s  one 

$pbshe won't e a t  without  me, She cooked and I washed t h e  d i s h e s  and 
- she even page& me something t o o ,  about 2-50 a l s o .  See ,  Mrs. LO&, 

she l i k e s  t o  ka lk  t o  me, even when I was working she wants t o  t a l k  
t o  me, she l;,rould t e l l  me t o  s i t  dovrn t h e r e ,  she Id. g e t  me a  c h a i r ,  
t h . i s  l e c t u r e  you kno!tr, we l l  i n  t h e  beginni-ng I was very  in te res ted .  
u n t i l  she begins  t o  r epea t  h e r s e l f ' a n d  become bor ing  you s e e ,  and I 
was get-i;ing b ~ r e d  and I d i d n ' t  l i k e  &-t and. something bothered me, 



because my grades  were h igh  i n  schoo l  and a l l  of a  sudden t h e y  
were going down. And then  she s a i d  "wha t ' s  bo the r ing  you P h i l i p " ,  
"is it somebody, d i d  you. r e c e i v e  a  l e t t e r  from hose, something",  
she w a s  n i c e  she  - t r i e d  t o  f i n d  ou t .  But I w a s  young and inexper-  
i e n c e d ,  you know I d i d n ' t  know, and she s a i d ,  I ' l l  do your work and . 
i f  you want t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  you go. But I a l r e a d y  made up my mind 
t h a t  I can n o t  =take anymore, t e l l i n g  me t h e  same t h i n g  over  and over  
you know i t  wasmaking me s i c k .  So,  I q u i t ,  I g o t  away from h e r .  
Well anyway my r e l a t i v e  from Stockton  w s a  working and I went t o  h i s  ., 
room, and he s a i d ,  "why d o n ' t  you go t o  school  anyway1', and I t o l d  
him t h a t  d i d n ' t  have any mdaey b u t  he s a i d  t h a t ' s  a l r i g h t ,  I ' m  
working. So he w a s  good t h a t  guy. 

So I went t o  school  and s t ayed  wi th  him4 P e t e r ,  and I f i n a l l y  
graduated  and I t h i n k  he graduated  t o o  a t  t h e  same t ime.  So it 
was around 30 o r  31 t h a t  I graduated .  And when I graduated ,  Tks. 
Long,  he was t h e  one who came i n  and gave me a  p r e s e n t ,  and t h e  
way I q u i t  h e r  you know, she d i d n ' t  want t o  l o s e  me b u t  I decided.  
.I told. h e r  I was going Bfw i n t o  town. YOU- &So then  5 3  saw t h i  add on Main s t r e e t  i n  1928, june,  about 9~ p ick ing  sugar  b e e t s ,  9 d i d n ' t  know any th ing  about1  sugkar  b e e t s ?  
F& I ' m  a  l i t t l e  confused about t h e s e  d a t e s  , I had been on and o f f  
a t  schoo l  b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  end t h e r e  i n  Spohan Washington. 

W i l l  about North Dalcota. I t o l d  you S e f o r e  t h a t  a f t e r  school  
I could  n o t  f i n d  a  job ,  a  r e s t a u r a n t  job,  and so was walking 
on Main.Stree- t  wi th  some F i l i p i n o  f r i e n d s  who were o u t  of jobs t o o  
and t h e n  we say  t h i s  ad ,  ~ l a a ~ m $ w g x h ~ ~ k s q  t h i n n i n g  sugar  b e e t s ,  an 
and then  it s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  would apy f o r  t h e  f a * r ,  and meals i n  
North Dalcato. So,  we went and :rrhen we were i n  t h e  t r a i n ,  we d i d n '  t 
have anything.  But sone of t h e  Flexicans who were going t o  Z\T.Dakota 
l i k e  u s ,  t h e y  were r e c r u t e d ,  and they  g o t  some b r e a d ,  t h a t  was 
f u r n i s h e d  bg t h e  cornpan@, and some b a l 1 o n . e ~  and -they made sandwiches 
out  of t h o s e ,  s o  we were e a t i n g  t o o  ba l loneyd san.dwiches, and 
sandv~isl?es f o r  a l l .  .the t ime on t h a t  trzmn t o  N.Bakota, f o r  xmrgzax 

3 
, a  couple of days.  It was j u s t  a  passenger  - t r a i n ,  you had a  s e a t  f;r, 

and i f  you want t o  s l p e p  you j u s t  r e c l i n e .  
I n  our  c o n t r a c t  we d i d n ' t  geJi any money u n t i l  a f t e r  two months, 

a f t e r  we had f i n i s h e d .  When we went t h e r e  we d i d n ' t  know how much 
we ..rere going t o  g e t ,  i t  xas  j u s t  sori; of on good f a i t h ,  we went 
t h e r e  because we g o t  no j95, 'and t h e  job ~t'las $here ,  SO we went and 
\:.ye s t a y e d  Shere i n  a  sn2ll house next  t o  t h e  house 01 t h e  farmer 



and he g o t  a  t a l k i t i v e  wife .  See ,  we heard from people i n  tok~n ,  
Manvil le ,  t h a t  John,  t h e  farmers  nane was John, was a l r i g h t  b u t  
t h e  wife  t a t k  t o  much, s o  a h ,  we s t ayed  t h e r e  and g o t  some f a c t s  
and took our  meals and t h e  compzny brought u s  t o  a  g roce ry  s t o r e  
and t o l d  them t o  g i v e  us  good and t h e n  we go t  p a i d  t h e y  can deduct  
i .  And we d i d n '  t even know then  hov~ ..luch we would g e t  p a i d ,  ~ 2 2  
t h e y  were deduct ing  ourfood b i l l  from our  pay and we d i d n ' t  even B 
know how much we were going t o  p a i d  y e t .  They could have t o l d  
u s  a t  t h e  end t h a t  we a t e  a l l  of our  s a l a r y .  t l i l l ,  a l l  we g o t  l e f t  - 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  summer was $35 a  p iece .  And t h a t ' s  why we could 
n o t  go back t o  Spokan because when we went t o  t h e  t r a i n  depot4 then  
we found ou t  t h a t  t h e  phice  of t h e  t i c k e t  was very  much h i g h e r  t h a n  
whh-t we g o t ,  we could no t4  go back. 

I n  t h a t  house we s t a y e d  i n  t h e r e  were a  l o t  of misqu i tos ,  
and I t h i n k  we on ly  g o t  about 40 a c r e s  and a  l o t  of t imes  we were 
no t  working and we were n o t  going t o  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e s  and looking  
f o r  jobs  because we d i d n ' t  Imov~ anyth ing  abnut  farm work. See and 
t h e r e  some llexicans who s a i d ,  " a r e  you working now, "and we s a i d ,  
lltomorrow we f i n i s h "  , "wel l ,  what a r e  you. doing now" , " w e l l ,  noth ing"  
and he s a i d ,  "why you guys n o t  working", w e l l ,  we had f i n i s h e d  he re  
and wego back t o  t h e  house,  s e e ,  w i l l ,  tr7e d i d n ' t  know t h e  p lace  a ~ d  
<the people who brought  us  t h e r  d i d n ' t  g.ive a  s h i t ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  c a r e  
s o  t h a t ' s  why we d i d n ' t  g e t  enough money -t.o go back. And then  t h e  

- f a r m e r  s a i d  t h a t  we can g e t  our water  from t h e  wel l .  We looked a t  
t h e  w e l l  and t h e r e  was wa te r ,  I thought  t h a t  t h e  water  was coming 
from under t h e  ground, l i k e  a w e l l  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  But i t  was 
water f  t h a t  go t  i n t o  .the roof  and g o t  i n t o  t h e  w e l l ,  it j u s t  d ra ined  
i n ,  and s o  you could. s e e  how d i r t y  it w a s ,  and we were us ing  it f o r  
cooking and d r i n k i n g  and t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  god dzmn, we d i d n ' t  know 
u n t i l  zb we were about  bo go. kle d.idnl.t ge-t s i c k .  But we were 
lucky. There were f i v e  dof u s  from Spoakan, a l l  F i l i p i n o s ,  we were 
t h e  o n l y  ones on. t h a t  farm. 

Besides g i v i n g  u s  lousy  w a t e r ,  t h e  o l d  farrnes w a s  good bu t  
- . t h e  wife  was no-t v e r y  f r i e n d l y .  We never  o g t  i n t o  theirlchouse,' and 

we l i v e d  j u s t  nex t  t o  them. A f t e r  ~,vork we would j u s t  hang around, 
t l a . ! ~ ,  I don1-I; p l a y  c a r d s ,  I d o n ' t  know h o ~ ~ r ,  we d i d n ' t  s t a g  t h e r e  
ve ry  &ong anyway. 

They g o t  abo-0-t t h r e e  o r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  a sk  
~ 8 ~ 6 0  do any o t h e r  kinfi of i.lo'rl.r and they  knew that; we lrIeri: green 



horns ,  w i th  o u r ' c l o t h e s  and our shoes they  were no t  work shoes ,  we 
e r e  from the  c i t y .  So t h a t  was t he  f i r s t  farm work t h a t  I ever  
d i d  he re  i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  It wasn' t  so hard f o r  me, I was o l d e r ,  
not  l i k e  when I worked i n  t h e  box f a c t o r y ,  I wasn' t  so  homesick, 
but  I go t  o t h e r  problems, l i k e  I was g e t t i n g  worried because my 

~ t . ? . ? u - \  

feelingk-Labout going t o  school  and g e t t i n g  through before  he lp ing  
my s i s t e r  and b ro the r .  I was no t  going t o  school  and I was no t  even 
making enough money t o  send home. I t h i n k  I s t a r t e d  sending1 money 
f o r  my b r o t h e r  and my s i s t e r  and my mother a f t e r  my f a t h m  d ied  i n  * 

1928. So I t h i n k  when I was i n  ~ o s m o ~ o l i k  i f  I was sending money 
it was only  f o r  some d e b t s ,  you know t h a t  we harrowed, i& because 
-the money t h a t  I toolc from home was not  enough. 
C :  When you were sending money how much d i d  you send o r  how much d i d  
aP" 
an average F i l i p i n o  fami ly  i n  t he  p" i l ipp ines  then.  
P: They almost made nothing.  Youthese people they  own an hec t a r e  
bP 
adn sorfieJ~ioes t hey  d o n ' t  own any th ing ,  and.you see  f o r  t h e  money t h a t  
I 1'1as sending $25 a  month and sometimes $30 I was t r y i n g  t o  g ive  
a l l  I could ,  and you mul-tiply t h a t  by two, t h a t  i s  l i k e  t h e  s a l a r y  
of a  t e ache r  t he r e .  The s a l a r y  of t h e  t e ache r s  were around $30 a  
month t h a t ' s  a  d o l l a r  a  day,  but  they  l i v e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  
v~ho don ' t g e t  any th ing ,  . . . 
L: . So. you l e f t  N.  Dakota and you and &upi to  went t o  r,linneapolis, v 
cause it was c l o s e r ?  

A. 
Y a ,  and d I  wanted t o  see  pl .nneapolis  bkcause I heard about t h e  

twrhn c i t i e s ,  S" . Faul  and Minneapolis. And then  when we got  i n  
t h e r e ,  &BE and go t  o f f  t h e  t r a i n ,  we -walked out  and look around-, i t  
was r a i n i n g ,  s p r i n g  i t ime  , t h e r e  h e r e  a  l o t  of f l i e s ,  you know, and 
I d i d n ' t  kikez l i k e  what I saw, because i - t  was d i r t y '  bu t  we were no t  
even i n  t h e  town because 9Iinneapolis i s  a  b i g  c i t y  a l s o ,  we were 
ou t s ide  of t he  c i t y  and so I s a i d , " S  d o n ' t  l i k e  it he re ,  too  many 
f l i e s ,  then  I s a i d ,  " l e t ' s  go .to Chicago" . So we went '~ac!r -Lo the  
s t a t i o n  and when we were ge-bting i n  I met &y f r i e n d ,  my classmate 

Y S L  f ron  ~ I n ~ a ~ a n  aga in ,  Agapito , t h a t  was t he  f i r s t  t ime 
tha-t  I saw hi12 and I d i d n ' t  even know t h a t  he was i n  t h e  U . S .  .So 
t.!hen we were g e t t i n g  back on t h e  t r a i n  we n e t  and l ~ e  s a i d ,  "oh, how 
cone you ' re  here"  "v~here a r e  you. now", I s a i d  - that  we a r e  going -to 
Chicago cause .- we don1-b anybody here" and then he s a i d ,  "Come t o  
-the I - ~ ~ u s e " .  ,o we went t o  t h e i ~  house and we -,-~lent t o  g e t  OUT s u i t  

$c3 case s  -Lhc next and we s tayed ithere. They found a  job f o r  u s .  P%ey 
were renting a kouse, some f i l i p i n o  men1 



C 

So t h e n  ofcourse we l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  apartment ,  So t h e n  l a t e r  on ,  
I d o n ' t  remember Dery c l e a r l y ,  we were l i v i n g  i n  a h o t e l  a g a i n ,  
L: D i d  he f i n d  you t h e  job i n  t h e  Dikeman h o t e l ,  w a s  it Agapito - 
bTa-Lividad who helped  you f i n d  a job? Cause you worked t h e r  e  i n  a r e s t .  
P: Y a ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  work t h e r e ,  soaebody d i d .  

rcC 

C: T rave l ing  around d.id you e v e r  g e t  i n t o  any t r o u b l e ,  robed,  h a s s l e d ,  - 
b e a t  up,  t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g ,  
P: No, t h i s  a lmost  happened i n  Chicago - 
C :  There weren ' t  many F i l i p n o  women around s o  i f  you were i n t e r e s t e d  
crC" I n  women t h e y  dhad t o  be white  women, s o  were t h e r e  any h a s s l e d  bec- 
ause you were an a s i a n  man. 
P: Y a ,  t h e r e  were a l o t  a f  woman. These wdoman, t h e y  were young, - 
and you know t h e y  moved around-. See now, f o r  i n s t a n c e  a l o t  of 
people  g o t  t h e i r  money s t o l e n  b u t  it d i d n ' t  happen t o  me, but  t o  
people  I was with.  Everywhere from time t o  t ime.  T h a t ' s  why t h e  
F i l i p i n o  were k i n d  of weak, because of t h e  women. You could  you 
know t h a t  when t h e y  have t h e s e  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  have, Like 

J a dance,  men w i l l  be $1.20 o r  $2.00 o r  $3.00 and t h e  women f r e e .  
yoU know why. Because - they  g o t  no vlomen, s o  t h e  women w i l l  go be- 
cause  i t ' s  f r e e .  Kaybe t h e y  g o t  a  R i z a l  day ,  b e n e f i t  and dance,  
t h e s e  a r e  usihally white  women b u t  even i f  t h e y  a r e  f i l i p i n a s ,  t h e y  
d o n ' t  pay, you can s e e  why because t h e y  nneeded women and t h e r e  were 
r e a l l y  no F i l i p i n o  women so  t h e y  t r y  t o  a t t r a c t  o t h e r s  by l e t k i n g  them 
i n  f r e e .  Now i n t h e  banguet t h e y  charge a coup]-e o r  t h e  man w i l l  pay 
f o r  t h e  woman. So you can s e e  t h a t  when t h e y  s a y  t h a t  w e ' l l  have 

600 a dance f o r  R i z a l  Day, o r  you o n Q  go f o r  t h e  dance,  t h e  J?romen j u s t  
go - and t h e  man pay. 8 ~ w  now ofcourse  som3 of t h e  women were h u s s l e r s  
b u t  a number of them were n o t .  

But you nus-t understand t h a t  t h e  F i l i p n i n o  n~an becasue of h i s  
pos i - t ion  i s  ge - t t ing  t aken  by t h e  women. I t ' s  sex. You s e e  you g o t  
t o  go a  l i t t l e  b i t  d-eeper from t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h i s  i s ,  when you t a l k  
about  sex  i t  means r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t s  t h e  law of n a t u r e ,  'GO reproduce 
r o  you g o t  no more people and s o  t h a t  law of n a t u r e  i s v e r y  s t r o n s  on 
them because t h e y  m i s s  i t ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  have EZF any,  -they d o n ' t  have 
t h e  r.orceii. So t h a t  i s  a  cause of t r o u b l e  anonng t h e n ,  because some 
wonen a r e  a l s o  ve ry  t r i c k y ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  love  t h e  men, i n  sone 
ins2~ar , ces  t h e y  p r e t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  love with them t o  g e t  t h e i r  
t r u . s t  and +hen when t h e y  trus-Led them t h e n  t h e y  s a y ,  " v ~ e l l  honey, 
you can no-L read very  w e l l ,  oq jTou d o n ' t  speak hood E n g l i s h ,  s o  i f  



something happens,  you c a n ' t  understand what t h e y  a r e  say ing ,  why 
d o n ' t  you p u t  my name i n  t h e  c a r ,  i f  something happens I can go 
and t a k e  c a r e  of i t ,  while  your working s o  you d o n ' t  g e t  bothered".  
Then i t s  i n  t h e  g i r l s  name, p r e t t y  ssoon,  t h i s  and t h a t  and g e t  
some more money f o r  g a s  and o i l  and p r e t t y  soon,  "honey, my mothers 
s i c k ,  I have t o  go and s e e  h e r  and I ' l l  come back and I ' l l  w r i t e  
your1 .. 
W The F i l i p i n o  men were v e r y  s u s c e p t a b l e  t o  t h i s ,  t h e y  were s o  
hard  up f o r  women. A man wants t o  g e t  marr ied n o t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  .. 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  F i r s t ,  he wants a  women because i t s  a  p l e a s u r e  
f o r  him and t h e  w men responds because she  need a man and s o  i n  t h e  
p rocess  you g o t  k i d s .  And then  it becornes a  nroblem t o  jrou and t o  h e r  
beause 'here a r e  r e a l  k i d s , i a n d  even i f  you d i d n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  g e t  
marr ied  you a r e  on ly  doing  it f o r  f u n  w i l l  when t h e  k i d s  a r e  coming 
then  you go t  t o  g e t  s e r i o u s  and you d-on't want t o  l eave  h e r  ebecause 
of t h e  k i d s  and she d o n ' t  want t o  l eave  you f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n l .  
So you g o t  a  common bound and then  t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t s  happens. 

But it wasn' t l e g a l  f o r  F i l i p i n o  men t o  marry whi-te wornen 
7"in C a l f o r n i a  , i n  some S t a t e s  i t  Eas O.K. and i n  o t h e r s  no. 

There were a  l o t  of F i l i p i n o s  marr ied t o  white  women. But 
t h e  r eason  was because t h e y  were t h e  o n l y  ones t h a t  t h e y  go t .  When 
out; i n .  C a l i f o r n i a  t h e y  were marr ied t o  most ly Plexiczns because t h e y  
a r e  k ind  of c l o s e r .  

The F i l i p i n o s  701.1- s e e  a r e  v e r y  poor and a r e  worlcing people 
and then  when t h e y  g e t  maried n a t u r l a l y  they l i v e  h i - t h t  t h e  poorer  
people t o o  l i k e  t h e  Ilexicans. !./hen t h e y  f e & l  i n  love here  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  t h e y  can go t o  ?.Secico, o r  t o  sorne o t h e r  p l a c e s  where 
- iheg  can g e t  marr ied and. then  when it was l e g a l i z e d  ofcourse  they  
mar ie id  t h e  people around them b u t  it was always t h e i r  c l a s s ,  t h e  
poor c l a s s  beca.use you s e e  sometimes a \;hi-Le g i r l ,  t h a t  c a r e s  f o r  a n 
noned 1:~hi';e develops  because v~he d i s  poor h e r s l e f  and t h e  poor * F i l i p i n o  
s h a r e s  wi th  h e r  what h e ' s  g o t  and rnaybe i- t  was not  inJcent ional  maybe 
she was j u s t  i n  need. and want t o  barrow sone money o r  g e t  somemoney 
from him bu t  i t  develops ve ry  soon 'chey g e t  marr ied.  An6 s o  maybeshe 
was a  h u s s t l e r  o r  xaybe she was even a whoree, b u t  l a t e r  s e e  not 
because k l rkx l ak~rx  o_n_e vozen ,is a whore i s  t h e  l;l,rho%e f a m i l y ,  i .t  was 
0 n l ; ~  c i r c u n s t a n c e s  tha-i- made h e r  - tha t  way a;ld s o  ve ry  soon .they 



married she was a  g i r l  of bad repu-tat iol l  bu t  t h e  fami ly  d i d n ' t  know 
what she was doing. When t hey  g e t  marr ied ,  t h i s  F i l i p i n o  go t  F i l i p i n o  
f r i e n d s ,  and members of t h e  f ami ly ,  s i s t e r s  and cous ins  and f r i e n d s ,  
then  here  comes t h e  o the r  F i l i p i n o s  who have married decent  ones,  s o  
i t s  n o t  good t o  pass  judgement and say  "Oh, i t s  anohher whore, o r  
ano ther  cheapy". Well ,  you can no t  say  t h a t ,  she might be poor bu t  
s h e ' s  n o t  bad. 
L: I n  your t r a v e l i n g  yea r s ,  d i d  you t a l k  about  t h i s  a l o t  wi th  your - friends, was t h e r e  a  gene ra l  f e e l i c g  of causousness? .. 

P: Oh yea. But you s ee  now aga in ,  you can n o t  t e l l  i f  a  person i s  - dishonest o r  bad o r  going t o  t a k e  advantage of you o r  by n a t u r e  f r i e n d l y ,  
you can no t  t e l l  t h i s  j u s t  by your i n i t i a l  con t ac t s .  And so  she shows 
some kind of f r i e n d l y n e s s s ,  c a r e  and l i k e  t h a t ,  and then  i f  oyoua a r e  
t aken ,  t hen  t h a t  i s  t h e  t ime t h a t  she can g e t  something from you.1 
And t hen  we heard about a  l o t  of t h e s e  people t h a t  were taken and. 
t h a t k '  s why, and even when we t a l k  about people g e t t i n g  taken i t ' s  
n o t  r e a l l y  t h e  g i r l s  who a r e  doing it. No sometimes l i k e  i n  Spokan 
Washington, t h e  F i l i p i n o s  t h e r e  they  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  h e l p  ane another .  
Then t h e r e  was a  guy, i n  S e a t t l y  Washington, he dropped by i n  Spokan 
and I t a l k e d  t o  h i p ,  cause he go t  no p l ace  t o  go ,  and I pu t  him i n t o  

L- t e h  room, and -1;kZgp-y went t o  work and he was s t i l l  very  s l eepy  and 
t hen  wlien we come home, our c l o s e  a r e  gone. So me had a  l o t  of t he se  
k ind  of exper iences .  And t h i s  made d i s t r u s t s  amoung t h e  F i l i p i n o s ,  
so  you j u s t  d o n ' t  d i s t r u s t  o t h e r  people l i k e  t h e  whi tes  o r  t h e  b lacks  
because your own people have been doing t h e  same -thing -to you. And 
some whFte a r e  very  good, t hey -even  h e l p  you and t hey  never  

. go-L anything from you, then  t h e r e  a r e  some v~ho a r e  going t o  t a k e  
advantage of you, So t h e  sane t h i n g  wi th  t h e  Filipmnos. They t ake  
advantage because you d o n ' t  know him, an2 you p r e t e n t  t o  be hard up, 
you. t ake  him because be i s  2xkkpxFil ipino and then  when you t rus ted-  
him and you l e th im s l e e p  i n  your bed you come hose then  y o w l  c l o t h e s  
a r e  gone. 

Anpray back i n  Ninnesota,  I go t  t h a t  job a t  t h e  Dikeman Hotel.  
.An t hen  a l s o  I went t o  High s c h o o l l ,  West High school  a t  t h a t  t h e ,  
andnothing very  unuaual happened, 

L This  xas  about t h e  bi?e t h a t  I heard f r o a  my fami ly  t h a t  my f a t h e r  
had d i ed .  The l e t t e r  ven t  t o  Spokan 1;Jasl1ingtoa, and t hey  vrired it 
- Lo me r!linneapolis I.?ii~n. and t h a t s  t h e  way I l a rned  it. So it was 

J ~ e v e r a l  nonths a f t e r  my f a t h e r  Bied t h a t  I Ci-naily %card. You knou rsr a s 



I was botherdd by t h e  news. A t  t h a t  t ime my mind was k ind  of con- 
c e n t r a t e d  on my s t u d i e s  b u t  t h i n g s  kep t  on b o t h e r i n g  my, and I 
cou ld  no-b g e t  my head t o g e t h e r  and then  I found t h a t  gas  i n  my 
room,,maybe i t  was l e a k i n g ,  was g i v i n g  me k ind  of a l l  t h e  t ime a 
l i t t l e  headache. When I g o t  t h e  l e e t e r  about  my f a t h e r  d i e i n g  t h e n  
I wanted t o  go back t o  Spolcan lVashington. I d i d n ' t  want.  t o  go home, 
I could  n o t  go I had no money. You s e e  I t h i n k  I was paying i n  West 
High and I f i g u r e d  when I went back t o  Lewis and C l a r k $  I d o n ' t  pay 

[$a t h e  t u i t i o n .  
Bn Spokan I was working i n  .the evening when I was going t o  

schoo l  and when I went t o  ?Jest I n  Minn. you s e e  I only  worked about  
7 o r  8 hours  and I s t a r t e d  a t  1 2  o ' c l o c k  d u r i n g  t h e  day and s o  I went 
t o  schoo l  i n  t h e  morning and k ind  of worked s t r a i g h t  through and 
t h a t  was i t ,  every  hour I g o t  my c l a s s e s  and t h e n  I was k ind  of 
g e t t i n g  b a l l e d  o u t  becau-se I was n o t  t h e  ~ l o n l y  i F i l i p i n o  who w m k ~ & l  
going t h e ~ e t t o  t h e  schoo l  and we were wokking i n  t h e  h o t e l  and t h e  
o l d  l a d y  she aaw u-skind of l a t e  sQe d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  she was r a i s i n g  
h e l l  because h e r  bus inessd  w w a s  e f f e c t e d ,  t h e  wife  of t h e  fbwner of 
t h e  h o t e l .  

But I had enough money saved up t o  go back t o  Spolcane. 
\[!hen I went Sack t o  Spoaken I was w i t h  my r e l a t i v e  who i s  now i n  
S-Lockkeon and we s t a y e d  i n  a  k ind  of l i t t l e  apar tment ,  bu t  it was 
no t  even an apar- tnent  because it was on ly  one ,room, you could cook 
t h e r e  and ano the r  t h i n g  t h a t  happened we were l i v i n g  t o g h t h e r  and 
I never  a t e  one lunch i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  s o  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  I ' d  g e t  a 
headache and I could  no t  g e t  ny head i n t o  t h a t  phys ics  because every  r 3 a  t i n e  t h e  4-'[AC-. 7 Exkhx comes i n  I t h i n k  i t  was o r  2 o ' c l o c k  
t h z t ' s  t h e  t imed when I would g e t  a  headache because I was no t  e a t i n g  
any lunch cause I c o u l d n ' t  al"ford %t. I never  go t o  h the  c a f e t e r i a  

N 

i n  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l l .  I d i d n ' t  have any money- t o  buy t h e  food. Some - 
of t h e  o t h e r  F i l i p i n o s  howeverdwere e a t i n g  cause t h e y  go t  a d i f f e r e n t  
s iSua- t ion  I guess .  
La You were r a t h e r  s e r i o u s ,  v e r e  the o t h e r  F i l i p i n o s  you knew l i k e  t h z t  .&- 
o r  :~.st kind of happy go lucky? 
P: I t h i n k  t h e  people who \vent t o  school  ~ a y b e  t h e y  ' g o t  t r o u b l e s  - 
l i k e  I did. bu t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t a k e  -them as s e r i o u s l y  a s  I d i d ,  and 
sorne of t h & m  t h e y  :.?ere n o t  going !D schoo l  and ~ a t u r l a l y  they  g o t  sorne 
lvages s o  a l l -  the;? spend. t h e i r  money i s  t o  bu.y soze c l o t h e s ,  s u i t s ,  
? ' - l ipinos d r e s s  u.13 a  b i - t  -too huc!l. 21.1.t I \.?as a1:;~a.y~ i n  the p i d d l e ,  



I d i d  no t  want t o  be f l a s h y  and I could n o t  a f f o r d  it i n  t h e  f i r s t  
pa lace .  And I -bhought i - t  was n o t  proper  and I j u s t  wanted t o  be 
decen t  i n  prd<r,cc  s m  t h e y  can s e e  me as poor b u t  I ' m  c l e a n  so t h a t ' s  
a l l  I wanted c l o t h e s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  impress  me, I d i d  n o t  c a r e  about  
c l o t h e s .  I l i k e  t o  have n i c e  c l o t h e s  bu t  when I l l o k  a t  myself 
I can n o t  a f f o r d  it. I f  I bought a l l  t h e  c l o t h e s  I wanted I could  
no t  have helped my b r o t h e r  and my s i s t e r  and t h e  way I am now even 
i f  I g o t  a l l  t h e  c l o t h e s  o r  new c a r s  t h e n  my b r o t h e r  and my i s i s t e r  - 
would n o t  be educated and t h e  k i d s  ~ d c o u l d n ' t  go t o  schoo l  because 
t h e y  go-t no suppor t  from t h e i r  p a r e n t s  what good i s  it1 A22 I 
t~oulct even have -the new c l o t h e s  now, and i f  I g o t  a n i c e  c a r  i t  
would n o t  even be h e r e  anymore. Rut I j u s t  took a an amount and 
s p e n t  my l i t t l e  f o r  them and mg l i t J c l e  eduaa t ion  f r o  them and i t s  
e a s i e r  f o r  me. 
+ During t h a t  t i n e  what k ind  of t h i n g s  made you happy, 

~ F J G  O- 

F. See I S k  kind of a d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  I ' m  n o t  worr ied t h a t  1'11 .- 
go c r a z y ,  I ' m  n o t  t h a t  k in? ,  but I do a l l  I can a l l  t h e  p o s s i b i l i - t g e s  
I f i g u r e  can t h a t ,  and I g ive  a l l  I can and 
somei-ir~es a f t e r  I spend t h e  money I g e t  back -Lo t h e  book and s-tud-y 
and r e a d i n g ,  t h a t  was m y  p l e a s u r e ,  and I t a l k  t o  peop le ,  you know, 
I en joy ,  n o t  p l a y i n 2  c a r d s  o r  ganb l ing  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  bu t  

goo t a l k i n g  t o  peop le ,  I l i k e  t h a t ,  most of . t h e  time I don'  t want t o  
spend my Sime t a l k i n g  and having some f u n  i i h i l e  I l i k e - p e o p l e  I a l s o  
want t o  be along. So whether I w a s  w i t h  epeople o r  whether 1 .was 
a long by mysel-f, I no-t worr ied t o  edea th  I never  f e l t  t h a t  k ind  of 
lonesomeness because my mind i s  always on t h e  paass .  
L:l;las t h r e  something he re  t h a t  was r e a l  enoush f o r  'you t h a t  enabled 
you o r  helped you t o , s t i c k  i t  o u t ?  
P- I always hoped t o  do be-bter t h a t  hope never  l e f t  me, and I n o .  6 
t he  t imebet ten.  -than some o.t;hers, w i l l ,  I -think I have a  b e t t e r  
a s soc ia$ ion  w i t h  people and I can f i g u r e  ny way out  b e t t e r  t h a n  o - t h e ~ s  
because even i f  I d.ic!nl'l- have enough formal  educa-Lion I have seen  it 
, I have conf idence  i n  myself .  See if T on ly  work f o r  noney and these  

' t h i n g s  -for myself i-ts n o t  ha rd  - f o r  me. J u s t  t o  work f o r  y o o u r s ~ l f ,  
1 ' r . l  no5 worr ied about  t h a t .  ?>I,, worr ies  w e ~ e  my I n a b i l i t y  'GO fun  , n i s h  
-:he t-:.iil-~gs I need now t o  do b e t t e r  ancl a t  ;the saxe t ime t b  h e l p  my 
b r o t h e r  and :fly s i c k e r  g e t  educa t i ed .  I\!ow, I know I missed. qui-te a  
'oi-t because if I cliclnl-t have -i;,liem t h e n  I would have gone -Lo schoo l ,  



now i f  something happens I be t  you IT1ll be a b l e  t o  g e t  r i c h  so  
i t  a l l  depends on howyou look a t  it. When it comes t o  s e c u r i t y  
i n  t h i s  kind of a  system now your f r i e n d s h i p  alone i s  no t  enough 
cause some~times when you a r e  no t  i n  need your f r i e n d s  a r e  around 
bu t  then when you need them you c a n ' t  f i n d  them so t h a t ' s  why 
people here  and no t  only myself f e e l  very  insecure  and t h a t ' s  why 
whatever -the;. got they  want t o  keep it f o r  themselves f o r  s e c u r i t y .  
cause - t h a t ' s  a l l  they  got .  The c a r e f u l  pepple , i t s  i n s t i l l e d  i n  
t h e  minds of t h e  people themselves becasue you see  t h e  ph l l i sophy  - 
t h a t  they  a r e  i n  , they  were r a i s e d  i n ,  w a s  yourse l f  f i r s t .  Ofcourse,  
they- a l s o  have t h a t  ca re  f o r  o the r  people bu t  i t s  no t  so  sure .  
L: So you went back t o  Spokan and you met Frank Bald-ibino. 
P: W i l l ,  I knew him f r n a  before  but  when I went back we d id  g e t  
toge ther .  And we l i v e d  toge ther  and we both graduated from high 
school ,  But I graduated f i rst  and a t  t h e  sane time we were working 
a t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  toge ther  . 

Now remembe Frank go t  i n t o  some t roub le  i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  
Pau l ine ,  t h e  g i r l  t h a t  was kind of a  second t o  t h e  head w a i t r e s s ,  
t h e  hadd wa i t r e s s  ahd no t  come i n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  so Paul ine  was 
t e l l i n g  a  c e r t a i n -  p lace  and I th ink  t h a t  Paul ine  d i d  no t  understand 
Prank,  she d i d n ' t  understaad about h i s  og j ec t i on ,  s o ,  Paul ine  t 'meatened 
Prank and she s a i d ,  " i f  you d o n ' t  do it I ' m  going t o  t e l l  RubyT'. BRuby 
was t h e  a13 head v a i t r e s s .  So tha-t  burned him up. He s a i d ,  thed h  
h e l l  rrrihi; . you, s h i t "  . And then Prank s a i d  a l s o  when Paul ine  s a i d  tha-t 
"Fuck you., and Fuck Ruby too" .  So it was t h a t  way. Because he s a i d  

3b"hat he lmeui t h a t  he could no t  s t a y  anymore and we were toge ther  and 
we were s o r t  of l i k e  b r o t h e r s ,  bu t  we weren ' t  l i v i n g  t oge the r ,  but  
we worked toge the r  and were very  c l o s e ,  see  he got  h i s  own room here  
and we got  our r o o n , n e a r  by.. I was wi th  Pe te  de l a  cruz -then. So, 
He s a i d  , " l e t ' s  go" ,  Exxa2&~. Then when Paul ine  saw we were going, 
she bezged me t o  s t a y ,  but  I had t o  go toSx .and  so she idk-talked t o  
Rubly and 3uSy t o l d  her  t h a t  I shou-ld s t a y ,  t h a t  I was no t  g e t t i n g  
f i r e d  became it Iwas oilly Frank, so i t  went t h a t  way, but  because of 
our s t rong  f r i e n d s h i p  we q u i t e  t oge the r  and we brought 0u.r su i - teases  
al:d procared then and went t o  Chicago. Tha t ' s  vhy we wen-? okto Chicago 
because of Franl-s figh-L-. And 7>hen ofcourse t o  be f a r e  wi-bh Frank I 
v~ould sag t h a t  Frank i s  a  n i ce  :/!lerson, he jus-l- i s  a human being and 
our misunderstandings were c r ea t ed  by sone g i r l s  and a l s o  our p h i l o s o ~ h k s  
were d i f f e r e n t .  Zverytime we had an misunderstanding we would separaTE 



but  then  we would come back t oge the r  and be f r i e n d s  aga in ,  I t h i n k  
we ca red  f o r  each o t h e r ,  and it r e a l l y  hmt  me t o  l o s e  him. I t s  i n  
t h e  f e e l i n g s .  k I  d i d n ' t  g ive  a  s h i t  about what he g o t ,  bu t  you see  
you g e t  use t o  lpeople .  

When i t  comes t o  p roper ty  and money he was very  succes s fu l ,  
t h a t s  today. bu t  t hen  he was ve ry  h e l p f u l  and he was very  s e n s i b l e  
and he i s  honest  k i t h  you which hx i s  very  hared t o  f i n d  and hks 
'behavior i s  very  good, be does no t  embarrass you a s  a  f r i e n d  and so .. 
non l i k e  t h a t  and ofcourse  h e ' s  go t  h i s  own thoughts  a l s o  l i k e  I 
have,  i n  genera l  he i s  always proper  nos-l- of t h e  time anyway, he was 
a  good f r i e n d .  
C :  These problems you and Frnak had wi th  women, d i d  they  come about 
/ 
because of t h e  women o r  because of you and Prank? 
P: Frankhad more women than  he needs and I could g e t  women myself 
a=--- 

'-but we were no t  t h a t  k ind ,  ere r e a l l y  weren ' t  t h a t  s e r i o u s  about t h e  
' wornen, he needed a  women, when somebody a t t a ched  t o  one of us then  

they  would g e t  c l o s e  ?o both of us and t h e  t r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  we were 
alwyas t oge the r  and t he se  women would come i n  between and then they  
say  t h i s  and - t h i s  and t h a t  and EX k ind of h u r t i n g  t o  him o r  l iur t ing  
me and t h a t  kind of s l p i t  u-g, i t s  no tn tha t  we were no t  a b l e  t o  g e t  
wonen,vre could g e t  more women then  we needed. The problem was t h a t  
t women t h a t  would go out t hey  wanted t o  , they  were f i g u r i n g  only 
f o r  t hense lve s ,  l i k e  f o r  i n s t ance  i n  t f i rs - l -  case  i n  Chicago, t h i s  
was a  white women t h e  t r o u b l e  bras t h a t  I got  he r  f i r s t  then  they  
f e l l  i n  love v!ith each o the r  , I don ' t-  know and so Frank didn ' t  give  
a  s h i t  and I d i d n ' t  g ive  a  s h i t  e i t h e r ,  and h t h i s  women t e l l s  t h i n g s  

Yooto Frank and t e l & s  me t h i n g s  and Binds of draws us  a p a r t ,  but  she 
d i d  no t  succeed, we d i d n n ' t  gj-veda s h i t  i f  she wect f o r  s o ~ e b o d y  
e l s e  ancl kxx -then r.le would be s t i l l  toghtl ier .  And then t h e r e  i s  a. 
women h e r e ,  she i s  a  god damn whore a l s o ,  a  F i l p i n a ,  sh.e ' s  here  i n  
Delano, so t h i s  son of a  b i t c h  s h e ' s  bad and ofcourse she had been 
wi th  many men, but  I d i d n " ~  know before  because I was new he re ,  

. and so  Frank goes out  because t h i s  women was vriJch me, no t  l i v i n g  1rri.tln 
me, -i-l~end a l s o  he kind  of got  h e r ,  and Frank t o l d  ne t h a t  t h a t  women 
i s  no t  f o r  ne and he d i d  no t  r e a l l y  ca r e  but  I t h i n k  he got  s e r i o u s  

T 7  t o  because he n a r r i e d  her .  gu t  they  r e  no t  married and-ymore, he i s  
~ a r r i e d  .lo soxeone e l s e .  That drew us  apakt  f o r  a  long .ti.meJ. that 
vras t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  real127 b.roge us  up, ';]lei1 af.ter. . that :.,.oyEn we got 



back t o g e t i ~ r  again.  Then something happens and he l e f t  when I 
was i n  Ridgegroave, he was kind of plaming me about a  job t h a t ,  
you s e e ,  he u-se t o  s e l l b e e r  and t h e  Danager d i d n ' t  l i k e  him because 
t h e  people were c r e a t i n g  some t roub l e  becasue -they were g e t t i n g  .to 
drunk and could no t  work, s o  Frnk thought t h a t  I was t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
mangaer and t e l l i n g  him t h i s  and thhk ,  and t h a t  f i n a l i z e d  t h e  brea&, 
and s o  it was money aga in ,  women and goney. 
C :  Would you say  you were being f a r e  t o  t h i s  women who you s a i d  
ub 

was a  whore? 
P: V i l l ,  she was no t  e x a c t l y  a  whore, bu t  t h e  wag she was going . 
w 
around, i t  was too  much, bu t  I d i d n ' t  know, because you see  people 
when t hey  fauna out  t h a t  we were Bind of going t o g e t h e r ,  they  d o n ' t  
van t  t o  s ay  anything , then a f t e r  t h i n g s  happened then  they  t o l d  me. 
Typical  of t h e  F i l i p i n o  community. Men and women t o l d  me. 
L: Frank had no c h i l d r e n  wi th  he r?  
/ 

P. K O ,  :i. ki 
L: And then  you and Prank got  t oge the r  again?  
d 

I?: Yes, but  then  something happen again.  I was working i n  McParland 
.d 
t h e  nex? tovm from Delano and I t o l d  t h e  boss over t h e r e  t h a t  I w a s  
going t o  m k k x  q u i t  and he s a i d  no d o n ' t  q u i t .  See,  Frank could 
no-t s t a y  here  becasue he t o l d  me t h e  problems because i was t h e r e  
too'a-nd'  t h e r e  were t h i n g s  t h a t  Prank d i d  t h a t  r e a l l y  h u r t  me t o o ,  
and L 7  ~ n e n  I j u s t  could no t  r e c o n l c i l e  anymore and. he l e E t  and 
d i d n ' t  c a r e  about me then and I d i d n ' t  want t o  go and see  him and I 
have no t  seen him s incd  he l e f t .  And I ven t  t o  Coach i l l a  bu t  I d o n ' t  
w a n t  t o  see  him. This  was a  long time ago. 

I n  gene ra l  Frankk was a  n i ce  person and I enjoyed being wi th  
him inore than  any o the r  f r i e n d ,  our ph i losoph ies  were d i f f e r e n t  bu t  
he ' s  a  n i c e  gu-y. I novl must cons ider  uour f r i e n d s h i p  broken:! f o r -  

xm e v e r ,  h e ' s  gone. Ee t l a k s  nzce about me because I met some people 
L > ~ n a - t  were t r y i n g  t o  orgagize t h e  people wlio l i v e  i n  -these apar-trnents 
t h e s e  houses and he s a i d  t h a t  he  knew me and o f c o u s e  it w a s  t r u e ,  
bu t  Prank was t h e  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d  I e v e r ' h a d  and t h a t ' s  whyit h u r t s ,  
i f  you don1-t c a r e  about anybody then  i'c won'-l- h u r t  you. 
1,: !:!ha-l- was your housing s i t u a t i o n ,  191hj~ were you Always i n  h o t e l s ?  
rd 
I?:  ell, ho-tel-s, t hey  go-t apartments  -boo; they have l i t t l e  k i t chens .  
/ 
f\part~;en.l-s !\rere jGst too  espegsive  f o r  u s1  1 would r a t h e r  have a  
I - i t - t l e  roo2 by r?:.~self, and -5ha-L- lvay you kind of 'nave sone perso~na l  
;'reefion i 



freedom. I t ' s  hard 'GO l i v e  wi-l-h l o t s  of o t h e r s ,  a l l  sha r ing  a small 
l i t t l e  apartmetn,  I would r a t h e r  pay a l i t t l e  bi t-  more i f  I could 
have my own room. T h e n  i f  you want 'to read  then nobody bo thers  you 
and i f  you want t o  t u r n  t h e  r a d i o  loud you can do it bu t  then i f  
you a r e  wi th  somebody, even i f  you a r e  r ead ing ,  you lrnow, h e ' s  
watching you, l i s t e n i n g  and he can no t  go t o  s l e e p ,  s o ,  i t ' s  no t  
so  easy. I f  you a r e  a husband and wife i t '  s kkind of a  d i f f e r e n t  
s t o r y .  Even i f  you a r e  only two when you go t o  s l e e p  bu t  f o r  me 
if I donf-b go t o  s l e e p  and Debbie i s  s l eep ing  I d o n ' t  c a r e  but  she .. 
is no t  -bhaJ~ kind.  She goes t o  s l e e p  and I ' l l  be reading.  But some 
epeople i? bothers .  
L: I!ere you aware t h a t  you were pa id  l e s s  than  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  same 
pr 

k i nd  of work e t c ?  -- 
P: 0 ,  we knel:~ t h a t ,  :;leell, you s e e ,  it s t a r t e d  from t h e  P h i l i p i p i n e s  
# 

because you see  t h e  peopple t h e r e ,  when I was i n  Lingayan, they were 
t a lk ing  about t h e  s a l a r i e d  of t h e  t e ache r s  and t h e  F t l i p i n o s  were 
pa id  have of t h e  s a l a r y  of t h e  kner ican.  Like one t e ache r  was g e t t i n  
around $105 teach ing  high schoo l ,  and then t h e  l e a s t  amount t h a t  2 
-!he o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  could ge-t was $150 t l l a t  was P300 a month and - tha t  
time so  they  1;Jere asking ques t ions  l i k e  l2orv come? i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  
was a  t e ache r  name was Pascual  Ez t a sa r  and Pascual  Batasar  was 
t e ach ing  i n  h igh  school  and he could t e ach  -then mathematics he could 
t e a c h  Engl i sh  and he could t e ach  His tory  and some o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  and. 

6oz'he was only  g e t t i n g  PI25 a nonth while t h e  drneyicans were g e t t i n g  P 
P300 peso a month and then I s a i d  why, and Pascu.31 w a s x ~ ~ s ~ ~ x s z x ~ ~ h  
had a masters  clegree and t h e  minimum'salary of an Amercian was P3CO 
and t hey  s a i d  t h e  reason was because they  got  a  h igher  s tandard  of 
l i v i n g .  That was t h e  only reason.  1 

Bu:t when we came here  t h e  t h i n g  vas  t h a t  we hBzd t o  accept  t h e  
Iac-l- -l-hat w e  were considered a s  t n f e y i o r  people.  S e e  t h a t  kind of 
sense go? i n t o  my head e a r l y ,  and t h a t  was' l i k e  a  na-l-ter of f a c t ,  
I had. a l r eady  s t a r t e d  f e e l i n s  t h i s  way bacause 'o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of 
?he ' ~ ezche r s s  i n  t he  PkS-lippines and altil.oUgh I was very  young t hen ,  
1 aas very  s e r i o u s  person an? always t r i e d  aan ly ize  r,~hy !;here xas 
t h i s  clif2erence. So when we cane over here  I kno1v1 tha tbecause  when 
I l:!oi-ked. i n  t h e  box fac-tor; a  Japanese would ~5e.t- mo?e -khan a Fi1i.pin.o 
t h e r e  was a  Ja?znese o ld  6u.y s!:!eeping 'i-lie :Ploor ajld he was paid 

7- a ,  3C) c6-n"~ afi ].'011.r +.;!2ats r,.~hat , keard and rile !?il ip-fios , t he  :ioung 
1 7  ones,  C5ey got  25 c e n t s  an iou? ,  :naJL Y;IP.S the rate, and. t h e  h ighes t  



pa id  t h e r e  I t h i n k  was around $4 a  day. 10  hours and you got  
40 c e n t s  an hour t h a t  was b i g  money. 
L: WhaJc d i d  you do when you go t  s i ck?  
/ 
P: You go t o  &EX t h e  doctor  i f  you got  money, you d o n ' t  go t  money - 
you d o n ' t  go t o  t h e  doctor .  
C :  P h i l i p ,  d i d  you ever  see  one of those  s igns  t h a t  s a i d  no 

rrc' 
B3xkkj$2m~xx F i l i p i n o s  Allowed. 
P a  N o ,  What I saw was i n  Chicago they  put  some ads ,  "Help wanted, ._ 
ho high v ~ a i s t e d  F i l i p i n o s "  They use t o  have t h a t  a  long time ago, 
and a  F i l i p i n o  look funny because he i s  s h o r t  and he t r i e s  t o  - 

immitate these  people he sees  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  show, t h a t  were pro- 
t r a y i n g  a c e r t a i n  period of -time i n  which zaCk f~ - th i s  fash ion  was i n  
and then t h e  t a i l o r s  picked -that up and so ld  a lo-t  of t h i s .  

They d i d n ' t  want t h e  high l,vaisJced Y i l i p inos  because I guesss 
t hey  ,.-Li?ou.gh.t they were too  fancykx a r  they a r e  now l i k e  t h e  h i p p i e s ,  
no t  accep tab le ,  t hey  a r e  no t  workers, they t h ink  they a r e  j u s t  out  

7 0 0 f o r  fu-n. Those werz t h e  ones who wore t h e  k Zut S u i t s .  And the  
I.!exicans a l s o  -they go t  t h a t  . 

And the  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  u s u a l l y  smal le r  than i h e  Wexicans a3d 
he r e a l l y  looked l i k e  a  nonkey. 
L:   id you ever  g e t  s e r i o u s l y  ill here? 
I 
T3. , No. There was one time i n  t h e  winter  - , 

FI i h e r e  was a  t i n e  when I was a  pullman and I go t  ve r3  s i c k ,  it was 

win te r  time here  i n  Delano, t h a t  was t he  time and I cou-ld not even 
go the the Doctor and I got  a f r i e n d  t o  t ake  me t o  t h e  doc to r ,  2nd 
I could no t  even d r i v e  my own ca r .  The only o the r  s i cknesses  t h a t  
I go t  were j u s t  common co lds  and t h e  f l u ,  J u s t  pa ins  i n  your 
mu-scles, achy and t h a t 1  s i . c .  

Nov.1 1:~ilend we were v~orking i n  tila-i- w and R res - tauran t  
a-t t h e  c o m e r  of Randolph znd Clark  S t r e e t  t h e r e  were a   umber of 
3 i l i p i n o s  working t h e r e . F r a 3 4  and I s e r e  bus boys w e  were u sua l ly  
making coffee  and c u t t i n g  cakes 2nd p i e s  and make some sodas and- 
rzill,: ss'l~aices, -that vas our wor.l.r,, -!;hen t h e r e  were F i l i p i n o s  who Txere 
v~orking i n  -the k i t chen  p e e l i n r  poka-Loes, c a r ry ing  t h e  d i shes  f r o n  Y 
Ghp. J i - r ln in~ .to  he ki-tcben and vras'r? then s o ,  t h e r e  was a  guy naned. aefi_n_S:e- - 



Bennie,  s i nce  I had been t h e r e  I always c a l l e d  him hollywood, 
so H o l l y ~ ~ o o d  was going t o  g e t  married,  and s o ,  Prank and I were 
t a l k i n g ,  they  were goofy guys,  when p e e l i n g . p o t a t o e s  and making 
conversa t ion  about women, and then t h e  g i r l ,  I f o r g o t  h e r  name, 
she was one of t h e  b a l l e r i n a s ,  she was b e a u t i f u 1 , s h e  was a  dancing 
g i r l ,  so we s a i d  X o l l p ~ o o d  i s  going t o  g e t  marr ied ,  we&l,  t h e r e  
i s  going t o  be a p a r t y  at such an address ,  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
Chicago, and he s a i d ,  " P h i l i p ,  you go t o ,  you a r e  i n v i t e d " ,  and 
Frank and I could no t  go t oge the r  because when I got  o f f  he was .. 

VI orking and wh.en I was working he was o f f .  So we went a-t d i f f e r e n t  
t imes. So I went and I go-b t o  t h e  address  and they  were p laying 
a game. There was a  b o t t l e ,  an empty b o t t l e ,  and ale spmn t h e  b o t t l e  
and thak i f  t h a t  bo@f;le p o i n t s  t o  you t h a t  g i r l  w i l l  k i s s s  you, I 
t h i n k  i t ' s  m h x l ~ i 2  c a l l e d  s ~ i n  t h e  b o t t l e .  So t h a t  b o t t l e  happened 

j \ : J P  t o  s t o p  i n f r o n t  of Fe, s o ,  son of a  gun, she t r i e d  t o  k i s s  me Pt I: d i d n ' t  want t o ,  I d i d n ' t  want t h e  EIX o the r  guys t o  f e e l  - t h a t ~ s h e  
can P h i l i p  and t h k s  and t h a t ,  and I d i d n ' t  want t o  s t a r t  some kind of 
f r i c t i o n  a t  work. 

So, I was running from t h e  crowd and they  were I-aughicg , 

and s o  thaJc was over ,  and she d i d  c a t c h  me a k i s s  me. Well, t he  
next  day t hey  go-t marr ied ,  so B o l l y ~ ~ o o d  bought a  wedding r i n g  f o r  
t h e  g i y l ,  she was whi te ,  and I saw h e r ,  she was a  b e a u t i f u l  g i r l ,  
ve ry  b e a u t i f u l ,  and she was very  smal l ,  l5ke a  smal l  F i l i p i n o ,  but  
she vas  a  very  b e a u t i f u l  woman. And then they  got  married and a f t e r  

teir marrieage i n  t h e  evening she s a i d  t o  Iiolly\irood - that  1'11 go 
back t h e r e ,  t o  t h e  dancing h a l l , ,  so  .she went back and she never  
K E E ~  came back . She was gone,l;rell ,  what happened .to her .  They 
never found her .  And they  were t a l k i n g  a$ain i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
pee l i ng  n o t a t o e s l ,  t h i s  and t h a t ,  he wa.s . ao rk ing  wi th  'che o the r  
guys,  'chey were kind of kidding him,  hat happen, hollywood, t he  
g i r l  disappeaed7' ,  and then a guy was saying,I1You know b r o t h e r ,  he 
s a i d  T2o -to one of themfr i f  t h i s  guy could s t o p  k idding him he w a s  
go ins  -to l.;rill sorne'oody. But an'~721ay nothing happ ens and t h e  g i r l  
disappeared.  

You s e e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way Z' i l ipinos a r e  taken.  She go t  the  
v~edding r i n g  and some money.'rou can r e a l l y  w r i t e  a  good s t o r y  about 
t h a t  if you p o l i s h  it ancl then tkey  ?[ill have a 'good i dea  ab0u-I; 
how Fj. . l ioinos a r e  kind of goofy here  with kind of honest  inteni;ions. 
&as<q ~ ~ l & ~ & ~ ; ~ n ~ O l l ~ ~ i ~ ? ~ ~ d  ,. was i n  ~ ~ ~ n i c a g o ,  :!le ' c a l l e d  him Hollywood, you 



- 

know -these people,  t he  F i l i p i n o s  they  give  n ick  names t o  every- 
m ~ y b o d y ,  l i k e  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I r,ever learned h i s  t r u e  name cause 
he worked i n  ~ a u d L s  res.l-aurant,  a  Greek r e s t a u r a n t ,  it was a  chain  
s t o r e  i n  Chicago, and you want what they  c a l l  him, Racluios ,  he 
cone from t h e  Racl ios  r e s t a u r a n t  so  they  c a l l  him Bacl ious ,  s o  I 
never knew h i s  r e a l  name, 

You know t h e  F i l i p i n o s  do t h a t  t o  c r e a t  a  f e e l i n g  of 
f a m i l i a r i t y ,  And then when somebody i s  loolcing f o r  him and t e l l  

- -- 
you h i s  r e 2 1  nane, and -then you say ,  ~ ~ e l l ,  you d o n ' t  know him., . 
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" In  August of 1942 I was d r a f t e d  i n t o  t h e  ~rrn~. - .  They s e n t  

me t o  San Luis  Obispo, and wwe got  our b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e ,  we 

s t a r t B d  out  our  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e .  When I went over t h e r e ,  it looked 

l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  P h i l i p p i n e  o u t f i t  w a s  s t i l l  t h e r e  and then  very soon 

they  s e n t  them t o  F o r t  Ord, I t h i n k ,  o r  some were, because we s p l i t .  

"Now, i n  1942 l o t ' s  of us  were discharged from Camp Cook. T 

T h a t ' s  were we were g e t t i n g  our  t r a i n i n g .  I say  we because t h e r e  

were a l o t  of people l i k e  me who were discharged.  The Col. s a i d ,  

"you can go and v i s i t  some of your c l o s e  f r i e n d s  o r  fami ly  before  

you go t o  work". See,  t h e y  gave us  d i f f e r e n t  work assignments. 

I had some r e l a t i v e  i n  t h e  army who I t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  some 

of our r e l a t i v e s  were i n  Delano so  then  I decided t o  come and v i s i t  

them before  I would go over  t o  V a l l e j o ,  t o  t h e  shipyard.  That w a s  

my assignment from t h e  Army, -Lo work i n  t h e  s h i p  yard.  So when I 

came t o  Delano a number of -the F i l i p i n o  workers were a l s o  draf ted- ,  

they  went t o  the army and then  l a t e r  on -they were somewhat shor-L- of 

he lp  i n  t h e  farm and so  t h e y  were d e f e r r i n g  farmworkers then  . Tbeg 

s a i d  i f  I wanted t o  s t a y  and work here  then  it would be a l l r i g h t  in -  

s t e a d  of going t o  t h e  s h i p  yard. So I w a s  t h i n k i n g ,  w e l l ,  I had never 

been i n  V a l l e j o  before and I d i d n ' t  know, s e e ,  I thought t h a t  I wa 

w a s  ogoing back t o  t h e  c i t y .  I l i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  f i r s t  when I 

came t o  t h e  Uni-ted S-La-L-es and I had a l r e a d y  l i v e d  i n  a  b i g  c i t y  , 
Chicago o r  Minneapolis Kinneso-ta, but  e s p e c i a l l y  Chigago. Then I 

didn  ' -t wan-t a l l  and s t u f f  l i k e  and I was t h i n k i n g  

about t h e  s h i p  yard and it might a l s o  be kind of noicy  o r  something. 

So, when t h e y  t o l d  ne t h a t  it would be a l l r i g h t  t o  work i n  t h e  farm 
\ 

then  i would work i n  t h e  farm- You know, i - t ' s  kind. of funny because 



L g ~ b b  rls g r g b l a r ~  
it was some of t h e  workers 4 e r e  i n  Delano t h a t  t o l d  me t h i s .  

So I t l a k e d  f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  grower but  I had a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  working 

i n  Delano, and t h e y  sk id  t h a t  it would be a l r i g h t .  One time I d i d  

n o t  have a  job i n  t h e  camp, and we went t o  work on ano the r  ranch,  

and I p lan ted  canta lope  and we were kind of weeding and it was hot  

and t h e  ground was very ve ry  hard and I was n o t  use t o  bending and 

s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  and boy I could no t  r e a l l y  s t r a i g h t e n  my back f o r  

t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days you know. W i l l ,  t h a t  kind of changed my mind a l s o  

and then  I d i d n ' t  want t o  s t a y  on t h e  farm. And a l s o  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

t h e  k i t chen  was f u l l  of h o l e s ,  f l i e s  were coming i n  and a u t ,  and 

misqui tos  and everything.  See I went t o  school  a  l i t t l e  b i t  and 

I s t u d i e d  s a n i t a t i o n  s e e ,  so  when you have a  l i t t l e  knowledge l i k e  

t h a t ,  you d o n ' t  l i k e  f l i e s  around your p l a t e  you know. And then  

t h e  t o i l e t  was a  p i t  ou t s ide .  The grower d i d n ' t  even c a r e  of d igging  

another  h o l e ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r s  were complainging, 

and they  f i n a l l y  s a y ,  "Well, d i g  another  hole  and t h i s  and t h a t t .  

So wlien I decided t o  go back t o  t h e  c i t y  I could n o t  go because my 

back was aklng ,  and I could no t  s t r i g h t e n  my back. So I was j u s t  

wa i t ing  f o r  my back, t o  g e t  s t ronger .  

" I t ' s  s o r t  of funny t h a t  I had back problems and it was hard 

f o r  me my f i r s t  time t o  bend. over. Some of those  r a c i s t  growers use 

t o  say  t h a t  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  make go workers because t h e y  a r e  s h o r t ,  

and c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground so  it  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  them t o  bend over.  How 

s tudpid .  Now, I 1 ' m  a  F i l i p i n o  and I ' m  s o r t  of s o r t  bu t  i t ' s  j u s t  a s  

hard f o r  me t o  bend over a s  some b i g  white guy. They j u s t  d o n ' t  

know what d i f f i c u l t  work it i s  out  t h e r e ,  bending over when you back 

h u r t s ,  and t h e  sun i s  so  hot&. See,  I was w x ~  new, and was j u s t  

coming from t h e  c i t y  and was no t  use t o  t h e  farm so  ;I wasn' t  use 

t o  t h a t  k ind  of work. 
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"Then I was w a i t i n g  f o r  my back t o  k ~ k k x h e a l ,  and when i t  

hea led  one of my unc les  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  job i n  t h e  farm was r e a l l y  

easy ,  s o ,  why d o n ' t  you t r y  i t ,  maybe y o u ' l l  l i k e  it. The job was 

sucke r ing ,  p u l l i n g  out  t h e s e  l i t t l e  buds. t h i s  was Sabino Sanchez, 

he i s  a  b r o t h e r  t o  J o s e  Sanchez. He 's  a  f i r s t  cous in  of my f a t h e r .  

And so  wh.en I went and t r i e d  it it was O.K. and my back g o t  s t r o n g e r  

and my back g o t  s t r o n g e r  and l a t e r  on I had been working a  doing 

some ha rde r  jobs. So,  I s t ayed  and t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  made me s t a y  

mainly was be ing  i n  t h e  b i g  c i t y ,  and I had been k ind  of bo the red ,  

t o o  many people  and t o o  much no i se .  I l i k e  t h e  farm b e t t e r .  

" I d i d n ' t  even v ~ r i t e  t h e  army o r  t e l l  them I was working. 

A s  long  a s  you were working it was 0 . K .  We were p a i d  then  70 c e n t s  

an hour ,  which was bad- and then  it was r a i s e d  t o  75 l a - t e r  on and then  

i t  went up -Lo 80 c e n t s  and we u s u a l l y  worked n i n e  hours  bu t  d u ~ i n g  

busy days t e n  hours  a  day. There was a  c e r t a i n  season when t h e r e  

w a s n ' t  workin Delano. SEe, when t h e  g rapes  were over  t h e y  use t o  

p l a n t  l e t t u c e  around h e r e ,  around Delano and t i s  a r e a  and I a l s o  g o t  

f r i e n d s  who had been working i n  t h e  l e t t u c e  and I a l s o  worked a  l i - t t l ?  

b i t  i n  t h e  l e t t u c e .  These farms we worked on then  were k ind  of sma l l  

farms. When t h e  war ended I j u s t  kep t  working on t h e  fa rms ,  no th ing  

r e a l l y  s p e c i a l  happened f o r  me. 

" A l l  t h e  t ime t h e n  when I was working of t h e  farms I l i v e d  

i n  t h e  camps, i t  might have been a  mixed group bu t  u s u a l l y  a l l  F i l i p i n o s ,  

b u t  it was a  s m a l l  group anyway cause i t  was u s a a l l y  a  sma l l  farmer .  

There wou-ld be around t e n  of u s ,  a  v e r y  sma l l  group. 

"Now, a f t e r  t h e  war I cont inued working and then  i n  1948 I 

went up t o  S tockton  f o r  t h e  asparagus  season b u t  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  

long  because of t h e  s t r i k e .  Well ,  t h a t  s t r i k e ,  I went t o  S tock ton ,  

b u t  r e a l l y  t h e  p l a c e  we were going t o  work was Byron, nea r  Stokcton.  
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Byron i s  a  sma.11 town around 17 miles  sou th  of S$ockton, c l o s e  t o  

highway 99. I got  a  cous in ,  thks  ismy second cous in ,  h i s  name was 

For tunato  v i l l a m i l ,  and h i s  f a t h e r  and my mother were cous ins ,  you 

know, So, we went and we had a  cousin a l s o  i n  Byron who was a  

For~man.  Then when we wwent on s t r i c k  ofcourse our cousin s d i d n ' t  

want t o  go on s t r i k e ,  cause he was a  forman, and it kind of c r e a t e d  

some kind of c o n f l i c t .  Well, my o t h e r  cousin was kind of mad. 

R i s  name w a s  Benjamin Apusto, we j u s t  c a l l  him Ben, bu t  t h a t  guy 

you know, he changed h i s  name. H i s  name then a t  t h a t  time was Benjamin, 

De lb i j e s .  And I s a i d ,  'how come you changed you changed your name'. 

And he said,I1Yea, w i l l ,  when something goes wrong +he p o l i c e  always 

want t o  p ick  me up you know,'. So he had too  names. Sometimes 

F i l i p i n o s  would do t h i s ,  t h i s  i s  no t  common wi th  a l l  bu t  sometimes 

someone w i l l  do it because they  been f i g h t i n g  o r  you know and because 

he was a r r e s t e d  once o r  twice  o r  t h r e e  -times t h a t  he was a  h a b i t u a l  

c r imina l .  So t h a t  was t h e  f a u l t  of t h e  p o l i c e  -boo. 

"So anyway, we went of s t r i k e ,  and t h e  s t r i k e  headquar ters  

was i n  S-!;ock-ton, on, oli I f o r g o t  t h e  name of t h e  s- t ree ' t  now. It was 

a lckind of popular  s t r e e t  then  f o r  f i l i p k n o s .  I d i d n ' t  even know 

t h e  name of -the Union who organized .the s - t r ike .  But -they were GI0 

and -the l e a d e r s  were F i l i p i n o s .  One t h a t  w a s  k ind of popular a t  tha- t  

time was t h i s  Mansilvas, I f o r g o t  h i s  f i r s t  name, h e ' s  i n  S e a t t l e  

WashingJcon now. He use t o  be a  very  good l e a d e r ,  an honest  l e a d e r  

and some o t h e r s  t h e r e  I f o r g o t  t h e i r  names. So I joined t h e  s t r i k e ,  

[Chis i s n ' t  -the fi_rst s t r i k e  I joined. !Pliat was t h e  s t i k e  whicli was 

t he b i g g e s t  one,  except  ofcourse f o r  t h e  Delano s t r i k e  of 1964 

and t h e  UFW s t r i k e s .  But up till tlien i - t  had been s o r t  of t h e  $ igges t /  
#hh oC 

But s e e ,  we had be going on s - t r i k e s ,  bu t  l i t - t l e  s t i k e s .  This  i s  

s i n c e  -the war. So f a r  f o r  me t h i s  i s  t h e  b igges t  s t r i k e  I had been 



involved i n .  There had been l i t t l e  s t i k e s  if you c a l l  them t r i k e s ,  

sometimes we d o n ' t  work f o r  two o r  t h r e e  days and then  we go back 

t o  work. You know, something l i k e  t h a t .  These l i t t l e  s t r i k e s  I ' , M  

t l a k i n g  about j u s t  involved us  Pi l ipf inos then ,  a l l  P i l i pnos .  See,  

a t  - that time t h e  Pi l ip i -nos  were s t r i k i n g  more -than t h e  Mexicans. 

There were many Mexicans coming i n  t hen ,  t h e  growers were g e t t i n g  

them, t he  conJcractors were g e t t i n g  Mexicans t o  work i n  t he  asparagus 

f i e l d s .  The Japanese were gone a s  workers, they  were mostly small  

farmers and then ofcourse durIjbng t h e  war they  -kook them ou-t and they  

l o s t  most of J ~ h e i r  farms. 

''I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember Pow long t h e  Stock-ton s t r i k e  l a s t e d ,  

When w e  went i n  t he r e  you s ee  t h e  headquarters  was on E l  Durado s t r e e t .  

I n  one of -the dho t e l s  t h e r e  you know we had our meetings and t h e  

head-guarters was t h e r e  bu t  we were s t r i k i n g  i n  a  wide area .  We were 

s t r i k i n g  S+ockton, Z l t on ,  Ryron,!i!racy and some o the r  a r e a s ,  I was not  

aquainted with a l l  t h e  a r ea s  t h e r e  and i t  was r e a l l y  a  b i g  s t r i k e .  

They used some machines t o  c u t  t h e  asparagus and they  w s ~ x  were s t i l l  

growing. They j u s t  cu t  t hen  off..  You s e e ,  t he  asparagus,  you. a r e  

suppose t o  cu:b them everyday, so  t h a t ' s  why they  used t h e  machine t o  

c u t  them o f f ,  bu t  they  j u s t  l e f t  it t h e r e  & q y x w g  die ing .  So we stayed- 

t h e r e  bu t  soon 0u.r money rail out .  We were j u s t  s t a y i n g  t he r e  i n  t h e  

ho-tel  bu-t -the Union acould no t  provide us  w j - t ! ~  money. So when we go-t 

no inore money, bu t  I had j u s t  a  l i t - t l e  money l e f - t  so  we went back t o  

Delano. I had a  l i t t l e  money i n  -the pos t  off ' ice  -there so my acousin 

and I took i- t  and- we went t o  S e a t t l e  Washington, t o  work, i n  Alaska. 

The s t r i k e  was s t i l l  going on when we l e f t ,  bu t  we could no t  pay our  

room naymore, we got  s o r t  of d i s p e ~ a t e .  Also, i n  1948 I was s t i l l  

suppor t ing  my b ro the r  going -i;o Law School back cin Manj-la. 



"The S,ockton s t r i k e  w a s  over wages, always t h e  same, j u s t  

t h e  b a s i c s ,  wages and f i x  t h e  camps a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h a t ' s  k t 1  it w a s  

about ,  t h e y  were n o t  a sk ing  f o r  pensions o r  medical care .  

"When we go t  i n t o  S e a t t l e  Washington, we took t h e  bus ,  I a l s o  

go t  some r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e .  See,  we had t o  come up t o  s e a t t l e  t o  look 

f o r  work i n  t h e  canner ie s  i n  Alaska because t h e r e  was no work then  

3Onin Delano, it w a s  no t  t h e  r i g h t  season. See,  when t h e y  a r e  c u t t i n g  

asparagus i n  Stockton t h e r e  i s  no work i n  Delano. This  i s ,  Godfrey 

Agbalo, i s  kind f a cous in  t o  my mother and he i s  married t o  a 

vrh.ite women, so  we had a p lace  t o  s t a y  i n  S e a t t l e  Washington. It w a s  

j u s t  For tunato  and me who went up t h e r e .  Well ,  Fotunato got  d i s -  

pa tched  firs-l- because he go-t s e n i o r i t y ,  he had worked i n  -the canner ie s  - 

before  and he went t o  another  cannery i n  Alaska. I n  my case I w a s  

no t  a  member y e t  of t h e  union t h e r e  i n  Alaska so I d i d n ' t  have t h e  

s e n o r i t y .  There was another  guy who d id-n ' t  have t h e  s e n i o r i t y  too  

b u t  t h e y  need-ed only  one. See,  I .got my job by p ressure .  1;Iy r e l a - t i v e  

was a l s o  going -to t h a t  cannery and he was kind of p u t t i n g  p ressure  

on sone o f f i c i a l  t o  g ive  me t h e  job, t h i s  was Godfrey. See t h e y  

r e c r u i t  from S e a t t l e  and God-rey was going t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  cannery. 

So, he p ressured  t h e  agent  who d i s p a t c h e s ,  and s o  i n s t e a d  of t h e  o t h e r  

guy he took me and I was t h e  l a s t  one -to g e t  my name i n  t h e r e .  

=When I got  in-to t h e  boa-t I go t  a  f r i e n d  -there wa-tching 

and making s u r e  I w i l l  be taken and I got  i n t o  t h e  boat .  So I was 

lucky. So t h e  boat  took abou-t f o u r  days and t h e  boa t  was s topping  

from p o r t  t o  p o r t .  T h a t ' s  why i ' v e  seen Alaska, WYile we were working vL,"'+- w 
t h e r e  lodiak i s l a n d , A l i t a k .  I d o n ' t  even know -then t h e  name of -1-h e  

cornpnay we were working f o r .  It was t h e  s p r i n g  t ime ,  so  t h i s  w a s  my 
f i r s t  time i n  Alaska,  and my l a s t  cause I never went back. I n  Alaska 



I was kind of worried t o o  ause I could not  send. t he  money back t o  
t h e  Ph i l ipp ines .  See,  peopled~,h~ho worked i n  Alaska g0.t pa id  i n  Sea t t l r :  

when they  went back home, a f t e r  -the work. Tha t ' s  why t h e  Alaska 

people were kind of complaining because they  d o n ' t  g e t  anything 

g b D  f rom t h e  workers who go t o  Alaska cause they  go t  nofx money t o  spen,d ,  

so  t h e r e  w a s  no busiliess f o r  -them. Blzu-L then I went t o  takk t o  t h e  

book keeper ,  I need-ed t h e  money and I t o l d  him, you know, I ' m  

suppor t ing  my b ro the r ,  he '  s going t o  law school  and i f  I d o n ' t  send 

him any money then h e ' l l  have t o  qu i t e -and  I s a i d ,  ' wel l ,  I donf - t  

have t o  exp la in  t o  you t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of having money when you a r e  

going t o  school- caase you went t o  school  y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t ' s  why you've 

got  t h i s  job ' .  So he w a s  kind of t h ink ing  you know. And he s a i d ,  +w ' w i l l ,  I can no t  send i t  d i r e c t  but  i s  you got  somebody I n  S e a t t l e  

t o  send it  -1-0 your b ro the r  then i t ' s  a l r i g h - t ' .  So I go-t t h e  money 

(a lugh) .  I go t  t h e  check and I s e n t  it t o  Godfrey's wife and she 

s e n t  n B  it t o  my bro the r  and t h i s  was before  I f i n i s h e d  working. I 

w a s  very lucky. I have been r e a l l y  doing t h ings  f o r  my bro the r  t h a t  

he d i d  no t  expect t h a t  I have d-one. Like when he w a s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
.,I% .I. GI' r,:: .i?..'',, 

'& before.  See b-is t a eche r  d id  no t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  .to him 

and he was coning from somewhere, I t h ink  I sabe la .  Then he was 

-1- r a n s f e r r e d  -Lo I l l o c o s  Sur and - th i s  t e a  he r  d i d n ' t  want lij-m t o  -bake 

% h i s  examination you know. And so  I wrb-Le t o  'the d i r e c t o r  of t he  

Buzeau of Education i n  I'Ianila. I v~ro'te -Lo him and I s e n t  some of -'31 

t h e  l e t t e r s  -tha-b rng bro-bher had s e n t  me s t a t i n g  l i is  grades ,  and I h i t  

i t  hard and went a f t e r  t h a t  t eacher  t h e m .  See t h e  t eacher  d idn '  t 

want him .to take  -the examine because a l l  h i s  papers  wliere not  i n  . 
This was t h e  f i n a l  examina-tion and he could no t  advance -Lo t h e  next  

year  if he d-ldlif-l- -ia!~ce i-'i. And so  when I wrote t o  'G ha-t d i r e c t  o re  

of t h e  Bureau of Education i n  lelanila they  went a f t e r  tha-t  guy over 

l- ~ n e r e ,  l first  i o  t he  PrincS-ple and then &&$J( " & L..< 



was scared  l i k e  h e l l  cause he had given h e l l  t o  my mother too.  

11  
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For those two months a t  t h e  Cannery, I only got  $500, and t h a t  

was good money then.  I s e n t  $200 of t h a t  t o  my b r o t h e r  when I 

was s t i l l  i n  Alaska. From Alaska, I b r i e f l y d o p p e d  a t  S e a t t l e .  

I d i d n ' t  s t a g  i n  S e a t t l e  ve ry  long. J u s t  v i s i t e d  f r i e n d s .  
U Then I went back t o  e lano I was p icking  grapes again.  For tunato  

and I came back t o g e t h e r .  

I n  Alaska,  t h e y  had d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of jobs. Like they  c a l l  

fishwash--washing a t h e  f i s t .  The bu tcher s  c u t  t h e  heads wi th  an 

automatic machine. Then they  open up t h e  f i s h  and some would be 

c5eaning and some v r i l l  be washing and- then  i t  goes t o  t h e  machine 

where it  i s  EHB canned, c u t  up and canned. I was placed where 

I t h i n k  they  c a l l  ' f i l l i n g  can. ' That rneans t'na-t some of t h e  

caas  a r e  f u l l  t o  t h e  requi rement ,  you know, t h e  r equ i red  weight. 

And. -then t h e  o t h e r s  t h a t  a r e  no t  f i l l e d  t o  t h e  requirement o r  

a r e  l i g h t e r ,  they  go t h i s  way, g e t  out  from t h e  main l i n e .  Then 

you put  more and then  put  it back on t h e  l i n e .  That was t h e  

job I did .  

Th.e cannery was i n  Ali- tak,  on Iqodiak Island-. I d o n ' t  remember 

t h e  name of t h e  company. Over t h e r e  theworkers l i v e d  b e t t e r  than  
was 

i n  Delano. Because of t h e  Union. The b u n k h o u s e ~ x w ~ s ~  good. 

The ga food there  was furn ished by t h e  company ,%, ~ J D W  d '{i$~).? . 0/ 
over t h e r e .  Bx Then you got  your cooks and you go t  your d ish-  

1:~ashers and baker  and you got  a  wa i t e r .  1,-hink t h e r e  were two 

wa i t e r s .  It was good. It was IE$ a  l o t  b e t t e r  than  over here.  

But only two months. So I got  t o  leave.  You s i g n  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  

two months. 



Then I came back t o  Delano, w i t h .  For tunato ,  and picked grapes  

again.  I d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  same farm. This  time I went t o  

Car ic .  Louis Car ic - - tha t ' s  t h e  f a t h e r .  He's got  two sons and 

a  daughter .  And t h e  two sons a r e  Louis ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one i s  - 
a  l o t  b igger  than  

Steve.  They're s t i l l  here .  They're b i g  now, h x ~ g ~ x x k h x w x b ~ f m x ~ x  

t h e y  used t o  be. They g o t  b i g  homes, b i g  houses. 
a  

I worked f o r  t h e i r  f a t h e r  before.  For ~ w ~ x x ~ m m ~ ~ x  m h o l e  

summer. Even win te r  t ime when we went pruning. 

The reason why--1'11 g ive  you. a  reason.  I t ' s  k ind  of c o n t r a r y  
my fami ly  

t o  my ideology,  you know. I t o l d  you before  t h a t  HE used. t o  own 
" 

land. N2t much but  we owned land. A l o t  more than  kh many o t h e r s ,  

poor l i k e  us.  Then we l o s t  it. O f  course I sold. pmz~x p a r t  foP 

i t  t o  come t o  t h e  U.S. Then we were supposed t o  have some i n h e r i -  

t ance  i n  Pangasiaan bu t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  i t ,  you know. 1 l e f t  it  E 

-Lo my uncle  because h e ' s  g o t  k ids .  I did-n ' t  want my b ro the r  t o  

f i g h t  hinbecause he g o t ,  p ~ x k n n w y  s e e  my b ro the r  w i l l  be a  l ~ w y e r  

then. and I d i d n '  -t v~an t  my u.cnle t o  h i r e  a  lawyer and then l o s e  
everyth ing  
M ~ B ~ E x ~ E H ~ E ~ B ; ~ ~  a s  payment f o r  f e e s .  I d i d n ' t  want him t o  l o s e  

t h a t  proper-by. I vjould r a t h e r  see  my cous ins  g e t  t h a t  proper ty .  

They needed i t .  So I have t h a t  d q s i r e  t o  possess  land-. See t h a t ' s  

my r e a c t i o n .  I want t o  g e t  back what I l o s t .  Also I was no t  r e a l y  

(80 f i r e d  up, by t h e  P4arx:s-b ideology. I was no t  r e a l l y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

way though. I th-ought was a  good one. The way I was acquainted 

vjiii-ii X,rx?srn was because I was going t o  c o l l e g e  then  and then I 

stopped.  Even when I was i n  h igh  school  I used t o  p ick  up books 

i n  rand-om, you know, Zw& and I picked. up those  t h i n g s ,  see.  

I cou.ld no t  buy t h i s  land t h a t  I wanted t o  possess  u n t i l  

I go t  through suppor t ing  Martin and my s i s t e r .  And t h e i r  expenses. 



When I go t  through wi th   hem, then  I an on of few F i l i p i n o s  who 

d i d n ' t  gamble t h e i r  money i n  c a r s  o r  r o o s t e r s  o r  anoythingg, 

I d i d n ' t  want t o  gamble my money. So I kept  on working. My 

hobby w a s  reading .  So I d-on't need t o  have money t o  r ead  except 

t h e  money I want t o  use f o r  t h e  books. I used t o  r ead  abnut 

p o l i t i c s .  Z & ~ & R ~ B E E Z & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ X ~ E E X M X H M I ~ E W ~  I d i d n ' t  r ead  

novefs because when I r e a d  a novel it was too  long. The 

s t o r y  i s  too  long. I d o n ' t  have any pa-tience t o  f i n i s h  a  

novel.  The only  one I f i n i s h e d  was The Jungle by Upton S i n c l a i r  

( o r  S i n c l a i r  Lewis???). That w a s  a good one. It made me s t a r t  

wr i - t ing ,  too.  A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  t h a t  book, and -the one mrlio 

gave it t o  Re was my f x s ~ ~ &  f r i e n d ,  B i l l -  Berg, who i s  i n  New 

York. He ga-ve it t o  me a  long time ago. 

B i l l  i s  t h a t  kind of a  r a r e  white person who d-oesnl t  see  

c o l o r  of p e o p l e ' s  s k i n s .  Maybe he can s e e  t h a t  I ' m  brown 

1% bu-t h e ' s  no t  . He's t h a t  kind of person. 

T h a t ' s  why I lea rned  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o o ,  Like even i f  I t a l k  

about -the white  guy, - t h i s  and t h a t ,  t h i s  and t h a t ,  I ' m  j u s t  

- t ry ing  t o  wake them up,  t h e s e  people. A t  t h e  same breadth  , 
would 

I t e l l  them t h a t  -the white people had fought  and a r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
without 

and- t h e  minor i ty  cannot do it m d x w a ~ &  - the i r  h e l p .  Illd t h a t '  s 

v e r y .  t r u e .  I ' m  no t  d i shones t  about it. I'm being honest .  

Because m y  hobbv did. n o t  cause me money but  paper and books 

and I d.id.nl.t gamble, s e e ,  s o  -the Ej-tt1.e money 5: got  l e f t ,  I saved,  

I d i d n l - t  want t o  send t o  PIar-bin anymore because he was a l r e a d y  

a  lawyer. I was s t i l l  sending ,  maybe $300, when he was a l r e a d y  

a  lawyer. I s e n t  him $2,500 before  Tor h i s  l i b r a r y .  And he d i d n ' t  

buy t h e  books. Theg put  up a  house. I s e n t h i n  $2,500 a  t one 

time. Then t h e y  s a i d  tha-k Mar-bin d i d n t - t  wan-b t o  buy t h e  books 



and he wanted t o  buy t he  books bu t  my mother s a i d  '\Veil, you need 

t he  house, too . '  So I t o l d  him, 'Well ,  I gave you t he  money be- 

ccause  you needed it and whatever you use f o r  i - t  a s  long a s  youp 

d o n ' t  throw i - t  ou-t i-l; ' s  good enough f o r  me. So use your own. 

g ~ a &  judgment.' I d o n ' t  blame nobody. He needs t he  house too.  

So t h a t ' s  t h e  way. 

The l i t t l e  money I got  was accumulating i n  t h e  bank. I 

d i d n ' t  1~~an-k t h e  bank t o  make money on my money, so when I s t a r t e d  

t o  buying, I never  stopped nn-Lil I spent  it a l l .  So now I got  

no I % I ~ E ~  more money bu t  t he  proper ty  i s  -there. 

I boughJi my proper ty  around 1955 o r  1956. But you know, 

onetime I could not  even a f f o r d  t o  buy a  p a i r  of shoes because 

I d-idn ' t  a f fo rd  it. A 1 1  my money I s e n t  t o  Mar-kin. 

I s en t  money f o r  both Nar t in  and Leonor when they were 

toge the r  before  t hey  got  married. Then they l i v e d  i n  d i f f e r e n J ~  

p laces .  Leonor was somewhere e l s e  and Martin was i n  Planila. 

@hen Leonor went t o  c o l l e g e ,  I d i d n ' t  spend any money f o r  her  

because she married somebod-y who had p roper ty  a l so .  They're 

no t  r i c h  but  they  a r e  a  l o t  b e t t e r  than  t he  o t h e r s ,  you lcnow. 

And t he  reason I say t h a t  i s  because I know the  famrily. We're 

kind orF r e l a t e d  t o  them too. D!Iy bro;kher-in-law grad-u-ated from 

f o r e s t r y  i n  t h e  un ive r s i t y .  And he cannot go t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
he 

i f  gnN got  no$ money. 

The Fi l ipino~~coininuniJ~g - i n  Delano i n  t h e  ' 50 '3  i s  bad. I t  

was very bad. The Delano community was very immoral. A l o t  of 

r a c k e t s  going on. XXEE The gambling j o i n t s  and women were a l l  

mixed toge-ther.  And they  preyed on t h e  F i l i p i n o s .  Dancing 

and pros-ti-tu-tion. Tnese gamblers v~ho a r e  supposed t o  be l e ade r s  

of i;be community---they a r e  wi th  Jille growers and t he  c i t y  counci lors  



o r  c i t y  judge. They encouraged them t o  gamble. Gambling was 
it 

i l l e g a l ,  you know, bu t  t h e y  l e t  B h m  go. Because -the growers 
gambling 

wanted t h e  F i l i p i n o s  t o  be gzmbktzs~ i n  order  t o  keep them 

broke and -they could not  f i g h t  back when t h e r e  was a  l abor  

d i s p u t e .  It was a l l  a  frame-up, it was a l l -  planned. 

There were a  l o t  of o rgan iza t ions  but  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  con- 

spicuou-s l e a d e r s  a r e  a l s o  -the l e a d e r s  of t h e  communi-ty and t h e y  

a r e  i d e n t i c a l ,  -they a r e  a l s o  -the gamblers. So,  t h e r e  you. a r e .  

Bu-t somehow I wanted t o  s t a y  here  more t h a t n  go back t o  t h e  

c i t y .  I t h i n k  t h e  only c i t y  I could go back t o  was Chicago, cause 

t h a - t ' s  were a l l  my f r i e n d s  were. There was another  f a c t o r  t o o  why 

I did.nt-t go back. I d i d n ' t  have a  good job t h e r e  e i t h e r ,  you 'see. 

And d s o  t h e  o t h e r s  who were t h e r e  b e f o r e ,  now they  were gone, they 
citere d r a f t e d  i n t o  t h e  army and I saw some of t h e m  rin C a l i f o r n i a .  

You. lcnow, my f r  end Frank,  t h i n k  he decided t o  s t a y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  

-too, and. he g o t  cous ins  -there i n  Chicago, he d i d n ' t  go back, and. 

they  were kind. of :?ar a p a r t  a l s o  cause Prank i s  t h a t  kind. of a  guy 

who keeps h . i s  money t i g h t  and t h e  o t h e r s  they  w i l l  l o s e  - the i r  

rnone:,T and they  neveer have any money. 

Flow I was i n  a  d.iYferent p o s i t i o n  than  Frank cause Frank was 

by himself a  l o n e l y  c h i l d  and then  t h e y  go t  something, some p r o p e r t y  

i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i i n e s  and t h e  p a r e n t s  were no-b dependent on him and 

3.e got  no b r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r  -to h e l p  out  l i k e  me, while  my fami ly  

loose  everyth ing  and they  go t  nothing l e f t  and then  bes ides  I go t  

a b r o t h e r  and a s i s t e r  t o o  support .  It wasnl-b u n t i l  around 1950 

t h a t  I s t a k t e d  suppor t ing  them. See ,  I brought some p roper ty  i n  

1955, you see  i t  took me time t o  save money. 

So you s e e ,  I didnl-k s t a y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  ju.st because of Frank. 

We both  g o t  our  own reasons .  I l i k e 6  -the cou-ntry b e t t e r  than  t h e  



c i t y .  You s e e ,  I was not  educated,  i f  I had some kind of educat ion  

t h a t  I could f i t  i n  t o  some kind of a  s p e c i a l  job,  l i k e  if I were 

a mechanic o r  something o r  a  t eacher  -ofcourse they  d i d n ' t  even 

w an-t $ F i l i p i n o  t o  -teacli a-t t h a t  t ime - So, i - b ' s  very  hard- even i f  

you got  some kind  of s k i l l s ,  you were k ind  of overlooked, see.  

You s e e ,  your chokee i n  t h e  c i t y  was a  d i s h  washer o r  bus boy o r  

maybe you work i n  a  h o t e l  and i n  Delano you. work i n  t h e  farms and 

I took tlie choice of s t a y i n g  here.  
LJ 

Y u s e e ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  I only work i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  you've go t  

t o  go every d-ay, you m i s s  one day and you g e t  f i r e d  i f  you. d o n ' t  

have a good. r eason ,  you know, i f  you. go t  s i c k  they  a r e  no t  going 

t o  f i r e  you bu t  i f  you g e t  s i c k  t o  long,  w i l l ,  then  you a r e  gone. 

But over h e r e ,  s e e ,  if you s a y ,  ' ~ v i l l ,  I d-on1 t f e e l  good-, I don' t 
$ 1 ~  

w a n t  t o  go t o  work'. They w i l l  be warning you bu t  t h e  h e l l 1  wi th  

them, you. know. There ' s  more freedom. I t ' s  cheaper t o  l i v e  too.  

You d o n ' t  necessarily make more money, you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  make any rn 

money. And wh.en it comes t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  we were a  mixing up 

anyway, so your d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  f e l t  when you cornel t o  meet some 

3') o t h e r  na -L iona l i t i e s  o r  r a c e s  . Then among ourse lves  we had our  own 

f i g h t s .  They a r e  not  f i g h t i n g  anybody e l s e .  You see  we were busy 

c r i - t i c i z i n g  eacli o t h e r ,  you know, and s o  on l i k e  t h a t . a n d  b u l l  

shi-bt ing each o the r .  A s s a i l i n g  each o the r .  

See,  t h i s  time I w a s  always l i v i n g  i n  t h e  l a b o r  camps. 'nfac-t, 

t h i s  i s  when I was t r y i n g  t o  save some money and then  I bought a 

l i - t t l e  p r o p e r t y ,  while I w a s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  l abor  camps. This was 

no t  common f o r  t h e  F i l i p i n o s ,  maybe zx I was one of t h e  few around 

here .  F i l i p i n o s  don1-t want t o  buy. You s e e ,  I was always l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  l a b o r  aamps, but  then  i:f I q u i t e  t h e  camp o r  wasn ' t  working, 

you s e e ,  on t h e  p lace  t h a t  I bough-b t h e r e  were some smal l  houses and. 



I could s t a y  t h e r e  and l a t e r  I b u i l t  a  new house i n  f r o n t  of t h e  

smal l  house where I had been and we s t ayed  t h e r e .  You s e e ,  t h e  

house i s  a l l  r i g h t  bu-t I never f i n i s h e d  t h e  liouse cause ,  see  t h e  

f l o o r  i s  n o t  f i n i s h e d ,  I could no t  make up my mind i f  I would 

put  a  c a r p e t  o r  what and then  l a t e r  on when t h e  s t r i k e  came i n ,  

and I go t  i n t o  t h e  s t r i k e  then  I go t  no more time f o r  t h e  house. 

T h a t ' s  what happendd see .  I t ' s  a  n i c e  l i t t l e  house, and I was by 

myself and I got  a  good s t o v e ,  good s ink .  I t ' s  n o t  f u r n i s h e d ,  you 

know, everyth ing  i s  a l l  over. 

Now s e e ,  wkx up u n t i l  t h e  s t r i k e  came i n  1964 I was working 

and I had aome money s o  I could improve my house b u t  when t h e  s t r i k e  

ca.me and I joined t h e  ~ N i o n  then  I wasn ' t  working anymore, o r  a t  

l e a s t  no t  making any money . But I d i d n ' t  want -Lo l eave  t h e  Union. 

The U F W .  I wzx x& had $100 i n  my pocke-b and I l o s t  it a l l  so  t h a t  

was it. I j u s t  go t  $5 a  week from t h e  Union. It was s o r t  of a  good 

-tiling 'bhat before  'Llle s-i;rike I bought t h e  proper ty .  

Now l e t  me exp la in  t o  you what happen. See ,  I could have l i v e d  

b e t t e r  i f  I was out of t h e  Union, bu t  I did- no t  know zany b e t t e r .  

See what I l o s t  i s  m a t e r i a l  - thibgs,  wha-t I gained. i s  something nlucc 

nore ,  i t '  s what I l e a r n e d ,  about people ,  about s t ru-ggle  and l e d  me 

-Lo t h i n k  more. I t  c o s t  me a  l o t  -Lo l e a r n  something even i f  I d i d n ' t  

go t o  school .  

You s e e ,  I am p o l i - t i c a l l y  imnclined.. but  t h e  - t rouble i i s  - tha t  

my mind i s  k ind  of p h i l i s o p h i c a l .  But you see  t h e  t r o u b l e  i s  t h i s ,  

we F i l i p i n o s  never have a  chance t o  express  ourse lves  i n  p o l i t i c s  

t h a t  was -:;he drawback and s o  while SEXERE& read  a l o t  of pol-i-t ics 

and t h i n k  about i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h i n g s  and n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  you know, 
8 

I could no t  apply it i n  t h e  community, I cou-ld n o t  apply i t  o u t s i d e  

of t h e  cornnunity because wwe a r e  no t  reco,gnized, we a r e  j u s t  a 

smal l  grou-2 and we did-n ' t  have nany f o s c e ,  we d-idn ' t  have any 



pressure  and. then  t h e  people who were e x e r c i s i n g  p o l i t i c s  ane -the j? \.I?; 
r a c k e t e e r s .  You s e e ,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  way around from t h e  way 

it s l ~ o u l d  be. 

Now see  I was involved i n  AWOC be fo re  t h e  UFW. It i s  kind 

of a  funny i n s i d e n t  how I go t  involved i n  AWOC. A t  t h a t  time I g o t  

a  p roper ty  wi th  a  smal l  house i n  one p lace  and then  t h e  n e i g h b o r i ~ ~  

p roper ty  was owned by a F i l i p i n o  too  who belonged t o  AWOC and h i s  

cousin was an o r g a n i z e r ,  - t h a t ' s  Ben Gines. And then  when I was 

water ing t h e  t r e e s  you know, He s a i d ,  'Are you a member of t h e  

Union now' and I s a i d - ,  'what Union'. And then  he t o l d  me and I EX 
* 

s a i d ,  'No ' . "lij.ll', he s a i d ,  d-on't you want t o  be a member'? And 

d - I  s a i d ,  ' w e l l ,  how much'. $2. You s e e ,  a t  'chat time I always had 

.oney i n  my pockek, you know, I always g o t  money. I w a s  working and 

I always saved. Some F i l i p i n o s ,  they  too  always have money i n  t h e i r  

pocket some t imes bu t  sometimes t h e r e s  none because they  loose  i t ,  

they  gamble. Will, I d-id-n't gamble so  most of t h e  time I got  mone y 

i n  my pocke-b, not  t o o  much, a t  l e a s t  $200, something l i k e  t h a t ,  maybe 

$100 o r  someth.ing o r  maybe more. And I j u s t  gave h i n  -the $2 and h e ' l l  

g e t  ny v o t e ,  you know. So I w a s  paying and t h i s  was 1964, j u s t  

be fo re  t h e  b i g  s t r i k e .  See ,  t h i s  w a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  movement t o  me, 

I had never  heard of it  b e f o r e ,  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  IPJorkers Organizing 

Commi-?bee -AT:JOC- AFL-CIO. And so  I became involved and -then he re  

cornes this s t r i l c e ,  -then I came t o  town -Lo look f o r  it. That was the  

t h i r d  gay of t h e  s t r i k e  and. I never  l e T t  -the Union. That was 12 

y e a r s  ago. So -those were very  impor-l-ant and. expensive $2 f o r  me. 

Ancl I dhn'i- need nobody -to convince me. I know -tl~a-l- the  Union 

i s  good f o r  t h e  workers. 
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I d-idnl-t  know it even s t a r t e d  u .n t i l  on mf thepcguys who 

signed k k ~  dome kind og a paper t h e r e  f o r  membership. He d i d n ' t  

work - that  ?,'Ionday. Tlien t h e  o t h e r s  were kind of t e a s i n g  him. 

They aaked him, 'How come? You were o f f  Sunday, yes te rday ,  and 

?,,Ionday, you d i d n ' t  work aga in . '  Then t h e  guy s a i d ,  'The t r o u b l e  

with you guys i s  t h a t  you s i g n  something and then pou d o n ' t  do 

what i t  says . '  T h a t ' s  about t h e  Union, you see .  'Well ,  what?' 

t h e  o t h e r  guys asked. 'They s t a r t e d  a s t r i k e ,  ' -the o t h e r  guy 

s a i d .  'But beta-use you a r e  working and d o n ' t  want t o  s t r i k e  so  

I come back t o  work.' That was t h e  second day of  he AMOC 

s t r i k e .  ME The s t r i k e  was a g a i n s t  grape farms here  i n  Delano. 

2 I was working f o r  Jack  Ranovich ( ? )  a t  t h . a t ' t i m e .  So I 

t a l k e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  gu-ys. I said-, ' I t  ' s  no good-. WEE SEE The 

o t h e r  gu;,~s ase  on s t r i k e  and we have t o  he lp  them. ' On t h e  

t h i r d  day I d i d n ' t  .go t o  work. I went t o  town and loolced f o r  

t h e  AT?JOC o f f i c e .  I coudn ' t  f i n d  it. I was kind of wondering 

around. I heard t h e  o f f i c e  was somewhere around Takaki Drugstore.  

I went over t h e r e  and I didnt-L see anybod-g. There was no o f f i c e  

t l iere .  Then l a t e r  on soinebod-y t o l d  me, you see  I went back t o  

t h e  p lace  where t h e r e  were a l o t  of F i l i p i n o s  and some people 

were p repar ing  some kind  of ' q u w ~ n '  some-khing. lTr?ey said. t o  rr,e 

-i;o come back j-n t h e  evening because t h e r e  was going t o  be a 

meeting t h e r e .  So I d-idn ' t  go back anymore. 0 s  i f  I d i d  go, 

I went back t o  a t t e n d  t h e  meeting. I went home bu t  I went back 

-there and I d-id-n't q u i t  t h e  Union s i n c e  then. 



The l e a d e r  of AIAJOC then  w Larry I t l i o n g ,  Ben Gines,  

and some o t h e r s .  There were smal l  s t r i k e s  i n  Delano then  but 

t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  major s t r i k e .  T h i s s t r i k e  never stopped. 

Before t h e  s t r i k e s  would l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  days. With t h i s  

b i g  s t r i k e ,  it l a s t e d  u n t i l  1970 when we got  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  

So it took 5 years .  

See ii- was l i k e  t h i s .  On Sept .  8, 1965, t h e  F i l i p i n o s  

went on s t r i k e  here .  Before t h a t ,  t h e y  a l s o  zdcx got  a  s t r i k e  

i n  Coachel la ,  you know. There were Mexicans too. It was n o t  

only  -the F i l i p i n o s  who were s t r i k i n g  -there i n  Coachel la ,  bu.t 
t h e r e  

it was mosJcly F i l i p i n o s .  The l e a d e r s  ,of t h e  union/were a l l  

F i l i p i n o s .  

This i s  one t h i n g  you have t o  understand. C a l i f o r n i a  has  

d- i fferen-t ,  w e l l ,  t h e  weather v a r i e s .  The firs 'c season f o r  

p ick ing  grapes  s t a r t s  i n  t h e  warmest, h o t t e s t  p a r t  of t h e  

Bta te .  T h a t ' s  why they  s t a r k  i n  t h e  Sou-kh, l i k e  Coachella.  

When they  g e t  throush  t h e r e ,  then  t h e  grapes here  a r e  

ready t o  be picked too.  It moves nor th .  
spread 

The s - t r i k e  s t a r t e d  i n  Coachelaa aad &EH~E~B& 'LO Delano. 

The reason why we s t r u c k  here  was t h i s :  I n  Coachel la ,  when 

t h e y  were ask in^ f o r  $1.40 an hour ,  t h e  growers t h e r e  deciaed 

t h a t  they  should pay. Because i f  'che people w i l l  l e a v e ,  thene 

w i l l  be no one t o  p ick  t h e  grapes  and t h e  f i r s - b  season i n  

Coachel la ,  t h e  growers g e t  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i c e .  They go. ti14 

a  10% which i s  48 pound-s, and sometimes they  g e t  more. So 

-the growers donfJc want t o  l o s e  tha.t.  So f o r  a  lousy  d-ime more, 

i-hey would ra - the r  g ive  tha-k d-ime and g e t  t h e  profiJcs from t h e  

grapes.  



When they  go t  thzough i n  Coachel la ,  t h e  a o r k e r s  moved t o  

Delano, w e l l ,  Arvin,  Lamont and. then  Delano. The people 

here who worked t h e r e  i n  Coachel la ,  you see  t h e  people 

who worked t h e r e  were mostly from Delano, w e l l ,  when g t hey  
come 
EBB back here  t o  Delano, they  expected k ~ x h ~ x p x k &  $1.40 an hour 

xbnx But t h e  growers d. idn ' t  want t o  g i v e - t h a t  money. 

The reason i s  t h a t  Delaao i s  a  d - i f f e ren t  s i t u a t i o n  when it 
over 

comes t o  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  See/here you got  some kind of a  

stead-y workers,  you know. Because they  l i v e  here.  I n  Coachel la ,  

t h e y  come from Delano and some o t h e r  a r e a s ,  come from Mexico, 

Texas, you. know. So i f  t h e  people w i l l  be s t r i k i n g  and cannot 

f i n d  a  job, they  leave.  Then t h e i r  grapes w i l l  be a f f e c t e d  

and they  w i l l  l o s e  -:heir p r o f i t s  see .  I t ' s  f o r  convenience 

-thaJc t h e  growers gave i n .  B u t  something t h a t  t h e  Union d i d n ' t  

Lm g e t  was a c o n t r a c t .  They d i d n ' t  geJi; a  c o n t r a c t  i n  Coachella.  

They go t  t h e  p r i c e  bu t  they  didnl-L g e t  a  contracJi;. The union 

was no t  recognized.  
c  azi 

This i s  ~ l ~ h e r e  t h e  leadersl?ip of tlie union XE kind o:~? be 

ques'i;ioned. A 1  Green, lie was th.e d i r e c t o r  of .AIYOE. You kind of 
g iv ing  u-p 

ques t ion  h i s   honest;^ and l e a d e r s h i p ,  you k n ~ w ~ - b ~ ~ a ~ s ~ s  without  

a con. t ract .  The contrac-2 EX i s  t h e  most impor-tant th ing .  

A 1  was white.  He was wi-th t h e  AFL-CIO. He was a l s o  very c l o s e  

-to  he Teamsters Union. 

When we s t a r t e d  t h e r e  i n  B H E ~ E  Coachel la  wi th  t h e  s t r i k e ,  

t h e  Teamster J i m  Sm3h had been coming t h e r e  

t o  us  and saying  -tl?a-t Teamsters i s  a  b i g  union,  a  rice union 

and t h e y ' r e  powerful ,  c o n t r o l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t rucking .  Not 

t h e  t r a i n  bu-t t r u c k i n g  and so  they  ~ n x & &  have power t o  p ressu re  t h e  
grower. That was -;;rue b u t  then ,  when t h e r e  was a  march t o  



Sacramento,  t h a t  was i n i t i a t e d -  by t h e  Cesar  Cbavez group. Some of 

u s  a l s o  joined. t h e  march, p a r t  t ime and some f u l l  t i m e ,  you know 

t h e y  went through.  The ---- ,s,Ch b$ i n d u s t r i e s  t h e y  were a f r a id -  

of  t h e  boycot-b. They were t h e  b i ~  l and  owners and a l s o  t h e y  s e l l  

whiskey and t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  So whi le  t h e  peopl-e were s t i l l  on 

t e h  march -they c a l l  up and,  wanted t o  -tall< t o  Cesar  and s a i d  + h a t  

t h e y  were w i l l i n g  -to n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  -the farm workers.  So every- 

body was e x c i t e d  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h a t .  Now remember. t h a t  t h i s  i s  

s t i l l  begore  -i;he merger,  t h e  AlJOC members jus-l- j o ined  i n  t h e  march. 

Cesars  gr0u.p was c a l l e d  t h e  R a t i o a n l  Farm Laborers  Assoc i a t ion .  

S e e ,  t h e  firs-ii s t ~ i k e  was mos t ly  F i l i p i n o s  because t h e n  it 

was mos t ly  T i l i p i n o s  who ewere i n  -the grape  : f i e ld s  and a l s o  -they 

were more r e a d y  d than  -the Mex&cans. Bou. s e e ,  t h e y  g o t  some Bind- 

of u n i t y ,  -Lheg g o t  some k i n d  of l a b o r  consc iousness ,  t h e y  had been 

i n  i s  cou.ni;ry work in,^ f o r  many y e a r s  and t l ~ e y  were a l i t t l e  

b i t  more aware of p r i c e s  and - t h i s  and. -i-1.22-t cause  t h e y  ~ : ,~o rked  and 1; 

t h e y  h e a r  -l-he vrages an6 a t  t h a t  t ime +:hey were bei--ker or,ganized 

-l-lian .the rj'iexicans. AvJOC was g o t  on ly  F i l i p i n o  b u t  i t  w a s  mosL;ly 

F i l i l p i n o .  But now t h e  ?-qexicans a r e  moye mobi l ized  t h a n  t h e  

Filipinos. Because s e e  the succes s  of t h e  Mexican group seens  t o  

See ,  back i n  1964-65 t h e r e  were ,  even t l ien ,  nore  M e ~ i c a n s  'than 

3 ' i . l ipinos 'out th.e;r were ju.si; corning i n  and t h e  F , l i p i l i o s  had a l -  

read-y been h e r e  f o r  some 40 yea r s .  Ancl even i n  i-liis a r e a  t h e r e  

were more Flexricans thali any bod:; e l s e  bu.t t h e y  lullere newel? i rnrni~ranl-s ,  

r e a l  migran t  l a b o r e r s .  Thny of t h e  mexicans had been l i v i n s  h e r e  

f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a-L- t h i s  p o i n t  bu t  s-tj-11 t h e  F i l i p i n o s s  had more 

chance -Lo work i n  t h e  v i n y a r d s  cause  t h e y  were no re  exper ienced ,  

and t h e  F i l  p i n o s  were cheaper  t o  main ta in .  They  nigh-l; pay them 
a hi .gher wage t h a n  a 1~Ie:cican bu-l- it TvJas cheaper  t o  ma in t a in  $he 



F i l i p i n o s ,  l i k e  t h e y  l i v e  i n  l a b o r  camps, t h e y  g o t  no familjres. 

See ,  f o r  t h e  convience of t h e  grower he ,  -l-lie F i l i p i n o  worker,  i s  

always t'nere. So t h e  F i l i p i n o  was s o r t  of t h e  pr imary worker,  

he was t h e  one t h e y  wanted t h e  most. And then  even t h e  growers 

tod-ay would. r a t h e r  hdve a  F i l i p i n o  t h a n  ano the r  worker. The t r o u b l e  

wi th  t h e  F i l i p i n o  now i s  t h a t  t h e  experienced ones a r e  g e t t i n g  

P o l d  and t h e y  can n o t  work anymore a s  r h a r d  a s  t h e y  use t o .  Bu:t 

t h e n  when t h e y  go t o  t h e  young F i l i p i n o s  because t h e r e  i s  a l s o  

some nekr immigrants,  t hen  t l i e rx  growers a r e  k ind  of p l ay ing  t h e  

game, wanting t o  p l a y  o f f  tlie F i l i p i n o s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Mexican ~,t~orlrers.  
and 

They always plajr t h a t  game of d-ivide r u l e .  

NOIPJ you s e e ,  t h e  Al?JOC was organized  i n  1959 and Cesa r s  Chavez 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was organized  i n  1962. Bu-t Cesar was coming from 

T73D-l-lie c s o ,  t h e  Cornrnunitg S e r v i c e  Organiza t ion . ,  whf~krxsaxThe person 

r e s p o n c i b l e  f o r  t h a t  i s  Fred Ross, SR. This  Fred Ross S r .  was 

und.er tlie employ of S a l  Al insky  i n  CHicago. This  was no t  a  union 

t h e y  were ge-bting money from some k ind  of fou-ndation. S a l  Alinskg 

was a  Sociologis:;, he d i e d  a l r eady .  And I -think unders tands  

psychology you know and how -Lo k ind  of s t e e r  up people  and he 

c a l l s  himself  a  r e b e l .  ~ ? n d x ~ f : m x  Bu-t h e ' s  n o t  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  

Re b e l i e v e s  i n  -the system bu-t he wants s-beer up i s s u e s  and awaken 

t h e  s l e e p i n g  uneducated workers t o  k ind  o f g e t  u.p and ge-t -Loge-l-her 

and. figli-l- Toy t h e i r  own ~ n ~ e l f a r e .  But accord ing  t o  what I und-erstand 

abou-i; him, I have no t  r e a d  vei7y much about  him, bu-l- I r e a d  a  l i - ? - - l l e  

b i t ,  he was a  b r i l l i a n t  s-l-rategis-i- I -tliink and a l s o  he was a  s o c i a l -  

ogis-i- t o o  you. lmow. Bul s e e  I t h i n k  he was k ind  of mis-~epresen-k ing  

-the vrorkers. He \;[as no-L- rea1l.y a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  he was a  re.Torm~-r " -?  

I thinl i .  1Tow i s  i s  -a l i n e  vritli Ghanda i n  sorile ways, l i k e  i?iar.tin 
. . 

Lu-klier 1 l j .n~ .  See ,  he does  iio-i; beiboilg t o  t h e  r a d i c a l s  t h a t  r e a l l y  

he t r i e s  t o  p r o t r a y  himself  a s  one of t h e n  b u t  be was no-b. 



Then AWOC , Organizing 

AFL-CIO, - which was l e d  by A 1  Green, La r ry  I-Lliong and Ben Gines f o r  
- 

-the Filipinos. $ E E ~ X $ ~ E ~ X ~ ~ X E X ~ ~ B X E X ~ ~ ~ X P : H X ~ ~ E ~ H ~ X ~ H ~ E ~ ~ F ~ ~ Z H ~ . T & X  

Because of t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  of t h e  -i-earnsters ~ H i o i ?  tlien i-t- made 

t h e  two grou-ps, Cesar Chavez grouup of t h e  Mexicans and t h e  F j - l ip inos  

i n  t h e  BWOC merge. I t.hink it was a n a t u r a l  responce f o r  s e l f -  

p ro- tec t ion  because t h e  t eams te r s  wme breaking  up t h e  ~ ~ t x ~ ~ x x x x x x  

F i l i p i n o s  -boo. But n o t  on ly  -the F i l i p i n o s  b u t  t h e  T'Iexicans a l s o .  

So t h e y  lure s p l i t t i n g  t h e  l a b o r  l f o r c e  and s o  we merged t o g e t h e r .  

See ,  Tililliarn Ki rche r  was t h e  new d - i r e c t o r  of organiza-Lion 

working d.ierct.17 u:nder George Meany of -the AFL-CIOL I heard  tha-t  

AT Green went t o  C e s a r ' s  group, t h e n  I t.hink l a t e r  on Lar ry  I 

guess ,  Bu-t t h e y  d i d  not pursue you. knhw, t h e  merger because I 

t h i n k  A 1  greeii was a f r a i d  of Cesar,  You know, he was just. pro-i-ec-king 

h i s  o m  n o s i t i o n .  Rut t h e  t r o u b l e  mxx wit.h t h e  t e a m s t e r s  was 

ge.Lting worse a s  a -problem - and so  William K i r c h e r  f r o  nl t h e  

AFL-CIO t-allced t o  botll  s i d e s ,  and. s e e  t h e  AWOC . w a s  und.er him, and 

s o  he could  - t a lk  t o  Cesar r e p r e s e n t i n g  us ,  F i n a l l y  i n  Au-gus-l- of 

1966 we merged t o g e t h e r ,  

A x  Now tlie o f f i c e r s  of -the NFklA were Icep-t i n  t a c k ,  C e s a r ' s  

group. !?hey were t h e  o f f i c e r s  of -the NFWA and. t h e y  were s t i l l -  

-i-lie officej:s i n  tl2.e new UFW. Then t h e y  g o t  La r ry  I-Lliong and. Andy 

702 Imntan and t h e n  l a - t e r  on s e e  I was t h e r e  and t h e y  c a l l e d  us  a l l  

Vice P r e s i d e n t .  But t h e  term v i c e  PresideniL was wrong$ cause we 

s o t  a direc-Lor and an a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r .  So t h e y  b~orked. a com- 

proi-nize. Cesar w i l l  be t h e  d-Tree-Lor and Lar ry  I t l i o n g  w i l l  become 

t h e  a s s i s - t a n t  d . i ~ e c . t o r  and of cou-dse A 1  Green was a l r e a d y  sacr i f iced . ,  

he was ou.l-. 

See when t h e  AWOC and -tl:le nfwa merged t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  a 

spli-L i n  t h e  F i l i p i n o s ,  -the spl-i-l- had come abou-t even be fo re  t h e  



merger. That was one r eason  why Ben Gines was o u t  a f t e r  t h e  merger. 

The spli-i; was caused by t h e  Teamsters. Some F i l i p i n o s  i n  AWOC d - i d n f t  

wan% t o  merge ~ i t h  t h e  Mexicans. Some of them were say ing  t h a t  

because t h e s e  were s o  many Mexicans, you know a s  I said t h e r e  

were a l o t  more Mexicans even then  t h e n  t h e r e  were F i l i p i n o s ,  t h a t  

a - f t e ~  t h e  merger -than we ~ $ 5 1 1  be no th ing .  So t h e y  were a c t i n g  f o r  

sel-f p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n .  But t h e n  i n  my own way of 

'chinking, i n  my own way of r eason ing  ~w&xxabout  l a b o r  movements 

I t h i n k  we g o t  t o  be pu-l--Ling people  toge the rxx  because t h h t s  why 

t h e  f a r m  workers unions  were weak and. i n e f f e c t i v e  because t h e y  were 
- 

f ac-Lional. You had P i l i p i n o s  a long  and Mexicans a l o n g ,  wh i t e s  

a lone .  Then t h e  non whi tes  s cabs  on them and v i c e  v e r s a  you. know. 

Ofcourse I liad been r e a d i n g  about  l a b o r  inovemen-Lx and. t h a t  gave me 

-l-heidealiand I l e a r n e d  something from t h e  vjobblies a l s o ,  you know 

t h e  I.li1.W. cause t h e y  were t h e  ones who f i r s - ?  wut u-p t h e  i d e a  of a 

one b i g  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  v~liole cou.ntry. lSee  , -they were 

in-kerna-l-ionalis-i:  and s o  my f e e l i n g s  ;!ere l i k e  t h a t .  YOU. s e e ,  it 

make no d i f f e r e n c e  -Lo me who I am 'caking t o ,  cause I a m  n o t  h idd ing  
:,, 2.. --A , -5~..'?: ica 

anyth ing .  What I w t  everybod-y because t h a t s  t h e  way I f e e l .  

I f  rn n o t  jus-l- s a z ~ i n g  it -Lo make people  b e l i e v e  i n  r:le and -then t a k e  

me t o  th .e  chop suey house and g ive  me something $0 ea-t.  IVo. I ' m  n o t  
g5 (,<!, o<* ? 

t h a t  wa.7. See Andrew and I ,  t h a t  guy who g o t  r i c h  over  h e r e ,  when 
Y". '\Jj i?i 

I 3o-b i n  the  Union P'spli-l- because ou r  p r i n c i p l e s  were i n  confl ic-L.  

He was a r a c k a t e e r .  We u.se t o  be k ind  of f r i e n d s ,  He was wi th  I 
-L-l~e grolvers, tha-t was a l o n s  t ime ago. 'Plie p o i n t  I ' m  making i s  

t h a t  _ildreirr could  f e e d  me s-Leaks o r  what e v e r  bu t  t h e  lie11 wi th  him. 

I ~!~?ou.ld ra-kher e a t  mxw hamburger and. be with my own, s e e .  

I t f  s r e a . 1 1 ~ ~  hard- t o  judge how many members A1//OC ha.d b e f o r e  t h  

-the merger beca.v.-se even many of t h o s e  who emere on s t r ic l : ,  -they 
L/aD were n o t  boni f  i e d e  members, because .they viere no-t paying d-ues. 



Some were paying dues. They claim t h a t  t h e  NPLA was a l o t  l a r g e r  

group be fo re  t h e  merger bu t  I d.oub-t it. Qfcourse -they had a much 

l a r g e r  p o t e n t i a l  nembership cause t h e r e  were many more ?/Iexicans. 
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You s e e ,  when t h e  F i l i p i n o s  s t a r t e d  t h e  s t r i k e  i n  Delano, 
i t  was r e a l l y  the  F i l i p i n o s  x k ~  who kind of p a r a l i z e d  t h e  growers 

over here.  Then I heard t h a t  A 1  green went t o  t a l k  t o  Cesa r ' s  

group about h e l p ~ n g  and .then l a t e r  on I heard t h a t  Larry  was a l s o  

i n  touch i n  t a l k i n g  wi th  them and B k ~ g  I t h i n k  t h a t  Cesar had asked 

t h e  n a t i o n a l  farnworkers board t o  cons ider  t h e  i s s u e .  Then they  

presented  it t o  t h e  o-Lhers members a t  -the meeting. The members a t  

t h e  meeting were k ind  of s p l i t .  They did-n ' t  want t o  merge wi th  t h  

t h e  F i l i p i n o s .  And we had t h e  same problems on t h e  F i l i p i n o s  s i d e .  

So -the susptknion and f e a r  were kind of common o r  mutual between t h e  

two n a t i o n a l i t i e s  involved,  t h e  Mexicans and -the Fi1i:pinos. However, 

t h e  g r e a t e r  elimen-ts i n  -the groups o r  perhaps -the domina-king l e a d e r  

s h i p  on bo th  $ ides  were -the dec id ing  fac- tor  i n  t h e  merger because 

-Iliey cnnvinced -l-heir ememberships t h a t  i-l- ' s b e t t e r  -to have one Union 

i n s t e a d  of a I'iexican and a. F i l i p i n o  Unionxxx working i n  competi t ion 

wi th  each o the r .  So t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made and some members 

went away on our s i d e .  The27 went t o  t h e  teamsters .  Then we who 

airere lef-i;, t h e  pea-i ;er  number o:P t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  I roean t h e  a c t i v e  

s t r i k e r s  i n  t h e  Union, we favored t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o r  the  merger of 

t h e  A::JOC and t h e  NPWA. So it developed t h a t  Cesar became the  d-irec-tor 

and Larry I-1-liong was -the assis-bant  dj-rec-Lor. When we were introduced- 



by Cesar  o r  some o t h e r  people  f o r  c o u t e s y  sake  you know because 

we g o t  no t i - t l e ,  even 'though-i; we were suppose t o  be i n  t h e  boa rd ,  

s o  t h e y  g u s t  c a l l e d  u s  Vice P r e s i d e n t s  of -the Union see .  This  i n -  

c luded  me cause  I was i n  -the l e a d e r s h i p  of -the AWOC. When I was s t i l l  

i n  AWOC I was k i d  of  c l o s e r  t o  Ben GInes t h a n  L a r r y  I t l i o n g ,  

I w a s  s o r t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  you know because L a r r y  and Ben were k i n d  

of competing f o r  t h e  num'oer one s p o t  of  l e a d e r s h i p .  But f o r  me I 

was no-t competing,  I d o n ' t  c a r e  who was l e a d i n g  a s  l ong  as he was 

hones t  and do some-iihing f o r  t h e  Union t o  k ind  of  make it go. And 

-l-liat was a l l  I wanted.. I d id .n l t  have no o f f i c i a l  t i t l e  t h e n ,  i t  

w a s  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  I was n o t  r e a l l y  ambi t ious .  The on ly  

problem was t h a t  when I s t a r t e d  t o  speak i n  pu'olic i n  p u t  me i n  

a  p l a c e  t o  compete w i t h  them wliich t h e y  d . i d n l t  l i k e .  Once i n  a 

wh i l e  cause  I was consid.erecl as an  o f f i c e r  althou.gii n o t  e l e c t e d ,  

-Lo speak  o c c a s s i o n a l l y ,  you know w i t h  thein t h e r e .  And. t h e n  v e r y  

sopn people  hea rd  me and t h e y  l i k e  t o  h e a r  a  l i t t l e  d - i f f e r e n t  a n g l e  
. I . <  $ - .. , , , 

of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  e%S&e=- - and. t h i s  and t h a t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  I 

have been always consc ious  cause  I observe  t h a t  t h e  F i l i p i n o  s i d e  

and -Llne r'jiexican s i d e  t h . e i r  r e a c t i o n  was n o t  s o  good f o r  me, and 
- tba- t  lcep-i; me ouJc of t h e  i n n e r  c i r c l e .  1 was v e r y  o u t  spoken,  w i t h  

my i d e a s  I beg in  t o  akJcract  - people  - t o o  you know. So t h e  F i l i p i n o s  

o r  Nexicans who were alxbi-tious -tln.ey d o n ' t  waiit t h a t  becaase  t h e y  

'chink -tha-b i f  you w i l l  be t h e r e  i n  compe-bition w i t h  tlierr! and. you 

w i l l  become popu la r  and t h i s  and tha-l- and t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t l ~ e y  

w i l l  be pushed o u t  of  t h e i r  p o s f t i o n ,  s ee .  I-L1s -blie same o l d  thj-ng. 

Now maybe Cesar  was n o t  a f r a i d  of t h a t  b u t  t h e  o t h e r s  were. They 

f e e l  v e r y  challenged-.  It may sound e g o t i s t i c a l  f o r  me t o  s a y  t h i s  

bu t  i t ' s  t r u e .  You s e e ,  you know why I s a y  t h i s ,  when i t c o n e s  t o  

some imporJkanJ~ i s s u e s ,  i f  t h e y  can  g e t  by wi-Lhout me, -biie;i won' t  
have me t h e r e .  And L a r r y  and Andy d o n ' t  To rge t ,  i t ' s  n o t  on ly  t h e  



Mexicans ~1h.0 a r e  agaisnJc 3 ' i l iopinos -too, F i l i p i n o s  a r e  a g a i n s t  

F i l i p i n o s  too .  See ,  j u s t  l i k e  them t o o ,  they  got  t h e  same problem 

too. There a r e  some Mexicans who a r e  f i g h t i n g .  and Tha-t i s  going 

on now. 

lob I did.nl-t know Larry very  w e l l ,  bu t  i s  t h a t  k ind  of a  guy, he 

i s  a s o r t  of show o f f ,  he smokes b i g  c i g a r s  and t h a t  t h i n g ,  and. he 

d r e s s  up l i k e  somebody who go t  money. And he p u t s  h i s  money i h e r e  q. \< 01 y 
i n  xx h i s  o u t s i d e  poke-b so people could see .  And fllwags b u l l s h i t .  

Bu-t he knovls bovr t o  g e t  along \~~?-- th  t h e  uneducated. wokkers, and. you 

know some v~o-rkers d o n ' t  linow much and so  th.ey rel-g and somebod.y who 

could he lp  %hem out  h.ere and t h e r e .  So, ]Larry has a l s o  been involved 

i n  l abor  Unions, see.  So a  l o %  of people knew wh-at Larry  was but  

I d i d n ' t ,  I d i d n ' t  know u n t i l  l a t e r  on 1,11e meet some J ' i l i p i n o s  tha-b 

d-onl.i; l i k e  Larry  I-Lliong and -Ihe reason v~as  because -they knew him. 

So I ' m  no% qu3l - f i e d  t o  say  -;;hat Larry had been chea t ing  t h e  people 

o r  was no'b honest  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  because I was no-t t h e r e  and 

I can no-l- v e r i f g ~  ->b.ose -things.  Bu.t aii;yl<vay t h a t  ' s ~r1m.i- 'che o the r  

people l;?er-e sayilig and so  I was vrond-erring -boo why 1n.e vsa  so e f f e c t i v e  

a s  a  l eader .  

Ru-2 then even though he was l i k e  t h a t  Larry was nore e f f e c t i v e  

-than t h e  r e s t  of u.s cause he was -!;he a - s s i s t a n t  d i j :ec to~~.  And. he 

can decdie  who w i l l  g e t  t h e  $5 and who w i l l  ge-b -5he $10 o r  some 

e:rJl-ra money and some -Ihj-ngs l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  f i x  h i s  c a r  o r  t h i s  and 

-bha.-b. And he was recognized and given 't-ha-t power because Larry f i g h t s  

back. Tie was :f'igli.l-iiq~ back. Bu-t -Lo me I kind of wan-t $0 maintain 
A 

t h a  dis-Lance see .  I r e l y  on th2:onscious of i h e  people and some . 
-[;j-mes 1 j u s t  s - v e  some h i n t s  and don'i; ask direc'i-lg. Eut you. see  i n  

-the s t ru-ggle  it  does no t  work 'i-ha-b rway, no mak-Ler v~hor,~ good t h e  

l e a d e r  i s ,  YOU 'cell him one t ime,  two t i n e s ,  ' three -times, f i v e  -times 



s t i l l  heNwon ' t  d-o it. Even i f  he should. be f a r e  he won't do it 

and so you got  t o  f i g h t  ha rd ,  you go t  t o  threahen t h a t  son-of-a- 

b i t c h  t o  make hxmx i t  happen. To f i g h t  f o r  you r i g h t  you got  t o  

be f o r c e f u l .  Now you a r e  going t o  be recognized o r  you wreck t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  ;you s e e ,  i Jc  n i g h t  be wrong but  

t h a t ' s  what I learned.  I have no t  been saying  t h i s  t o  people but  

t h a t ' s  what I have been exper ienceing  f o r  e leven years .  That be- 

cause I was a  n i c e  guy nobody paid any a t t e n t i o n  t o  me but  a s  f a r  

a s  being s o n s i s t e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  I have been f i g h t i n g  f o r  i n  
i Y  t h e  beginning I am s t i l l  r e spec ted  asmJ t h a t  cause I d o n ' t  s h i t  

around.. Ju.s-b because somebody wants t o  g ive  me some money I d o n ' t  

want t h e  money. 

Now you s e e ,  I ' m  r e a l l y  not  a  f o r c e f u l l  l ekder .  I haven ' t  

t r$ed t o  push myself t o  t h e  t o p ,  maybe t h a t ' s  why I ' v e  surv ived ,  

why I'm s t i l l  wi th  t h e  Union and Larry i s n ' t  but  then  maybe t h a t  

&as a l s o  been my handicap. You s e e ,  t h e  only reason t h a t  I su rv ive  

i s  t h i s .  I t ' s  not  t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  board i n  t h e  Union l i k e  

me ve ry  much, you know, because I ' v e  go t  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s s  and I 

can no t  do a s  much a s  they  do. And a g a i n ,  when i t  comes t o  some 

palnning and some i s s u e s ,  w e l l ,  I ' m  no t  informed a s  e a r l y  a s  they  

have been d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  th ings .  I only a-Itended board meetings 

and then  it comes -Lo t h e  deciision and I got  t o  par -b ic ipa te  i n  t h e  

dec i s ion  bu t  I d o n ' t  have t h e  f u l l  informa-tion, you know, t h e  pro 

and con which r e a l l y  hand-icaps you i l l  making a  ve ry  s e n s i b l e  judge- 

ment. And sometimes you see  whkt you h e a r ,  when t h e  dec i s ion  was 

a l r eady  made, you know, then  n a t u r l a l y  you see  you a r e  not  equiped 

you a r e  no t  informed i n  both  s i d e s  of t h e  i s sue .  N a t u r a l l y  you 

decis ion i s  based on what information you. can g e t .  You can only 

g e t  t h a t  information from t h e  meeting, wliich. may be c u r r e n t l y  going 

on. And t h e  d e c i s i o n  go t  t o  be made l i k e  t h a t .  So you've got  t o  



e i t h e r  yes  o r  no. And so  t h a t ' s  why i t  k ind  of tu rned  me o f f  t oo .  

And. tliey a r e  say ing  you should be t h e r e  and he re  and t h i s  and tha- t  

bu-l- t h a t ' s  a l l  b u l l  s h i - t  cause they  d o n ' t  mean i t .  This  i s  k ind  

of funny cause t h e y  want you bo be an e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r  bu t  t h e y  

d o n ' t  want you t o  be b u i l - t  up you know -to be r e a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  cause 

you w i l l  be competeing wi ths  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  The F i l i p i n o s  i n  t h e  

, Y O  Union have been more showcase than  any th ing  e l s e ,  t hey  g o t  no 

power. La r ry  had some k ind  of -power b u t  then  he n i g h t  have been 

abusing it too .  But Lar ry  i s  t h e  only  one who r e a l l y  knows why 

Lar ry  l e f t  t h e  Union, because a t  d-kfferent  p l a c e s  a t  d - i f f e r e n t  

t imes  when he spoke t l i e re  he gave d i f f e r e n t  reasons .  Bu-i- he l e f t ,  

he wasn ' t  k icked  out .  I t h i n k  he was f r u s t r a t e d  too .  Ihave 
8 :  

Pu.stra-Lions h e r e  i n  t h e  Union too  b u t  t h e y  a r e  k ind  of d i f f e r z n t  

from L a r r y ' s .  I am kind of r e s igned  from beibg t h e  r e s p o n c i b i l i t i e s  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  k ind  of charg ing  me t o  perform b u t  you see  I know 

what I can do and I know what I can n o t  do. Like f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

when it comes t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I r e a l l y  go t  no th ing  1 t o  s a y  about 

it. But ZxBk t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  I should be a b l e  t o  s o r t  of pu t  t h e  

epeople i n  l i n e  b u t  s ee  t h e  con t rad ic - t ion  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  vou go t  

be b u i l t  a s  a  l e a d e r  probably and you g o t  t o  have t h a t  k ind  of 

a u t h o r i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  be f r e e  t o  d-ecide accord ing  t o  your own judge- 

ment accord ing  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and show -Lo t h e  people  ' t l ~ a t  you. a r e  

guid ing  see .  Rut i f  you don1% have t h a t  a u t h o r i t y ,  even i f  you a r e  

Cesar h i m s e l f ,  ;r;rou can n o t  do i - b .  But t h a t  ' s  why people  b e l i e v e  

Cesar because he desid-es every  #B $12 b i l l .  Ze never  g i v e s  me t o  

au-bhority t o  make d e c i s i o n s  , r e a l  d e c i s i o n s .  

Larry id.id have some k ind  of power bu t  h i s  problems were o-tber 

t h i n g s .  For  me i t ' s  no use t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y .  F i r s t ,  

I ' n  r e a a l l y  no-b t h a t  k ind  of person and second-, t h e y  a r e n ' t  going 
t o  l e t  me have it. I d-on't  want t o  f i g h t  Cesar a l l  t h e  time ?2e g o t  



sense .  Rut you s e e ,  some day I am going  50 p u t  something down 

and then  l e t  them answer i t ,  I d o n ' t  g i v e  a d.amn. Cause t h e y  t h i n k  

t h e y  can blame me f o r  t h i s  and. t h a t  b u t  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  u s i n g  me as 

a scag  goa t .  

Now, remember as I was s a y i n g ,  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l  

u s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  ,because we g o t  no t i t l e  and. even Dolores  Rue r t a  

s a i d ,  ' w i l l ,  who a m  I how/'? Because she  g o t  l o s t  and. she  w a s  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  o l d  NFWA and Cesar  was t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  And 

Cesar  s a i d ,  ' \!Jell ,  you a r e  v i c e  p r e s i d - e n t s ' .  Then when some peop l  

come i n  nad t h e y  s a y ,  ' Well ,  t h i s  i s  P h i l i p  V e ~ a  Cruz,  one of t h e  

Vice p r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Union' .  See.  But when I went around speak ing  

and t h e  people  coming i n  t o  t h e  F i l i p i n o  h a l l ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t ime t h a t  

 the;^ had t h e s e  ca ravans  you know, and h a l l  w a s  f u l l  and we use  t o  

have b i g  c rov~ds  t h e r e .  Well -l-hey would. a s k  t h e  qu.est ion,  "Well ,  

who a r e  you/ '? .  Wel l ,  i s a y  % h a t  I a m  one of t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t s  

cause  t h a t ' s  what Cesar  was s ay ing .  But t h e n  p t h e y  p u t  you on -the 

s p o t  and say,'WE11, were you. e l e c t e d ? '  And I g o t  t o  t e l l  a l i e .  

See ,  I g o t  t o  t e l l  a . l i e  cause  it r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  sound. r i g h t  i f  you. 

s a y  - t ha t  you a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  e l ec t ed .  by t h e  people  and how d i d  you. 

g e t  your posi-Lion see .  But s e e ,  I c a n '  answer -Lha-L a l s o  by s a y i n g  

t h a t  we d - i d n ' t  have any r e a l  fo rma l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  because we a r e  

an o r g a n i z i n g  conrnit tee and we a r e  j u s t  s t e r r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  

u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  an elec-Lion.  But t hen  i f  you d o n ' t  know about  

governne tns  and how t h e s e  t h i n g s  work t h e n  you cna n o t  answer t h a t , .  

The n  when the e l c e t i o n s  d i d  come t h e n  we were nominated and 

e l e c t e d .  It i s  hard  t o  r e a l l y  s a y  i f  I a m  t h e  cho ice  of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  

because o n l y  some of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  werh t h e r e .  

How -bhe F i l i p i n o s  s e e  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  r e a l l y  depends as much on 

how t h e  l e a d e r  a c t s  as t o o  t h e  expe r i ences  of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  them- 

s e l v e s .  They loolied up t o  La r ry  b e f o r e .  Then when La r ry  w a s  gone 



w i l l  -they f e e l  t h i s  way and - that  way about me. And then  when I 

speak t o  people even i f  they  a r e  t h e i r  they  o f t e n  d o n ' t  understand 

very we l l  what I ' m  say ing  anyway. I t ' s  cause they  a r e  very  s e t  

i n  t h e i r  o l d  ways. And then  I ' m  no t  so  f r e e  t o  r e a l l y  t a l k  about 

some 'things t o  them because ;arbma sometimes i n  what they  a r e  doing 

they  a r e  n o t  coopera t ing  very  wel l .  See they  spend t h e i r  time 

p laying  card-s a l l  day and. I can no t  s a y ,  'Well, why d o n ' t  you g e t  

i n t o  -the sub and- do a  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  so  people can s e e  t h a t  we a r e  

doing something f o r  t h e  Union'. O r  s e e ,  they  have t h e r e  r o o s t e r s  

- the re ,  t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  ~naBx cocks and see  it t a k e s  t ime t o  t a k e  c a r e  

of t h e i r  r o o s t e r s  and t h a - t ' s  a  s e r i o u s  bus iness  t o  them which seems 

Yoolish t o  me. See ,  so many of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  v e r y  o l d  now, -. 

and i f  you c a l l  f o r  a  meeting they  d-on't want t o  come. The community 

has no t  t r a i n e d  them t o  be coopera t ive  i n  t h e  mee-king because see  

some of t h e  F i l i p i b o  l e a d e r s  before  most of them <~dhad  r ipped  them 

o f f ,  s ee  misled them, cheated them and everyth ing  and roobed them 

so  t h a t ' s  why t h e y  won't b e l i e v e  i n  anybody now. And even t h e  young 

F i l i p i n o s  i n  t h e  Union, t h e y  a r e  no t  d i s i p l i n e d  e i t h e r .  They a r e  

a l s o  r e s t r a i n e d  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  have not  t augh t  

them much because when t h e y  were broght up t o  t h e  commu-nity meetings 

we l l  they  found out  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r s  were f i g h t i n g  each o the r .  

There was no sense  t o  it  and so they  d o n ' t  $EI want t o  have anything 

t o  do wi th  meetings. I 
5 ~ v r  ; \'i- 

A s  I s a i d  before  t h i s J i m  i&peek was t h e  tearnster o rgan ize r  

who was pret-cy c l o s e  and I t h i n k  a  pe r sona l  f r i e n d  of A 1  Green. 

And so t h e  teamster  Union was i n  t h e  process  of organiz ing  -the 

c i t r e s s  workers,  and t h e r e  was an o f f i c e  t h e r e  by t h e  teamsters 

Union tlia-l- I heard was a l s o  shared by t h e  AWOC. And A 1  Green was 

responc ib le  f o r  t h i s  and see  a t  tha- t  t i n e  t h e  -teamster Union was 
ou t  of t h e  AFL-GI01 and see  funds should. no-b 



mix:ced. up nd t h a t  was b i g  mj_s.take o:F A 1  Green because you see  

he wanted t h e  Teamsters Union t o  be involved i n  t h e  o r  an iz ing  of 

t h e  farm workers. 

Now t h e  F i l i p i n o s  were s o l d  out  a l s o  f o r  t h e  propganda of t h e  

Teamsters union. Saying - that  -the Teamsters werer t h e  b igges t  

Union i n  t h e  whole country more than  2 m i l l i o n  members t h e n ,  i t ' s  

more now. And then  they  s a i d  t h a t  i t s  t h e  r i c h e s t  union and it 

has l o t s  of po l i -k ica l  power and c o n t r o l s  t h e  t ruck ing  i n d u s t r y  and 

you see  t h e r e f o r e  i - b  w i l l  be more l o g i c a l  f o r  t h e  farm workers 

t o  a l i g n  themselves wi th  t h e  TeamsJGers Union than  t h e  APL-CIO. 

Cause t h e  APL-CIO i s n ' t  doing anyth ingl .  See,  t h i s  i s  waht they  

t o l d  t h e  FIliopj-nos.  That was t h e  propaganda. Of course ,  J; m S m i t h  

d i d n f - t  say  t h a t  t h e  AFL-CIO i s n ' t  doing anything bu-t -l-ha-tfs what 

he mean-i; and so  t h a t  kind of s p l i - t  t h e  T i l i p i n o s .  So when we 

- t ~ . l k  abou.-t t h e  merger and going through the  porcess  then  sone of 

c i O "  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  wen-t away. Ben Gines w a s  t h e  lead-er a t  t h a t  time 

and I counted abou-!; n i n e ,  seven o r  n ine  who l e f t  wi th  Ben. It was 

a  ver:i smal l  p a r t  of t h e  cu.u.ren-t; s t r i k i n g  Fi l ip j -no  l abor  f o r c e  bu:t 

i - k  l l oked  l i k e  a  t i p  of an i ceberg  because when we Bad mistakes 

here i n  t h e  farmworkers Union, i n  t h e  h i r i n g  h a l l  about d i spa tch ing  

o r  g e - t t i n s  - jobs then  they  f l o c k  o r  a  l o t  of tliem switched t o  t h e  

teams-bers Unj-on, cause -Lhe Jtlexicans were no-k trea-king t h e  Mexicans 

r igb-t . 
The ~ r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  P i l i p i n o s  i n  t h e  Union i s  t h i s .  I n  t h e  

meetings i - l -  was real-157 dominated by t h e  YIexicans cause t h e  1-eader- 

s  11.i~ was :really i'4exican and. then  t h e  language i s  Spanish ancl soinetirnes 

-:?ley kind. of f o r g e t  t o  t r a n s l a t e  a l s o ,  and i~11.e Fil-iprinos can no-t 

coi~nec-t  -L;;?ings -I;ogeJbher and. t h i s  k ind  of turned. -them off  'GOO, An- 

o-ther reason i s  t h a t  each. s i d e  i s  kind of s u p i s c i o u . ~  of t h e  o the r .  

Theg didnf-b qu-ri-te t r u s t  each. o t h e r  and the  F i l i p i n o  - group in 
- 



con~pa r i son  wri-kh t h e  F'Iexican -th.ey a r e  v e r y  s m a l l  i n  number and 

they  can n o t  come out .  Also, when l a r r y  was t h e r e  a s  a l e a d e r  

he  was al-ways up i n  f r o n t ,  and A-'d.y was k i n d  of t h a t  k ind  of a guy 

t o o ,  he  goes  t o - h e  fron-l- t oo .  See ,  t h e y  were v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  

and tha - t  was ny p e r s o n a l  d e f e c t  becasue you. know I a m  n o t  -tha-l- kind.. 

I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  f r o n t  t o  t o  be t h e r e .  Now i f  I have some 

k ind  of r e s p o n c i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f r o n t  -then I go t h e r e ,  But f don1-t  

l i k e  t o  be t h e r e  t o  jus-t  b u l l  s h i - t  a round ,  I'm n o t  t h a t  way. Then 

o f c o r s e  i:? you want t o  be a  1ead.er I t h i n k  you g o t  t o  be more 

a a g r e s s i v e ,  I unders tnad  t h . a t .  But t h e n  a l s o  it k i n d  of c o n f l i c t s  

w i t h  n?y denocra-i;kc b e l i e f s  a l s o ,  cau.se I d o n ' t  want t o  monopolize 

e v e r t h i n g .  I l i k e  t o  s h a r e  s o  j u s t  because  I a m  i n  a h i g h  pos i tTon  

i;ha-L d.oesnl-i; mean t h a t  ri have t o  be aboane everybod-v and t h e n  I ' l l  

be -the on ly  one wlio i s  consp icuou .~ .  ? J i l l ,  I d o n ' t  want - t hea t ,  s o  

I was k ind  of u.nco-nscj-oUsl;r o r  c o n s c i o u s l y  s i n c e r e  about  th.e i ~ n p l i -  

men-tabion of th.e democrca.tic p roces s .  I I:ras no? a f r a id .  of be ing  

-pu.shed. o u t  o r  any-thring l i k e  t h a t .  I i n  n o t  a f r a i d  of "chat. I knew - 

tha- t  I could. go t o  l-he f r o n t  and. be wh8.t t h e y  c a l l  a s t r o n g  l e a d e r  

11u-l- i t ' s  n o t  my way and I d o n ' t  f e e l  - tha t  i t ' s  proper .  

??his problem f o r  t h e  F i l i p i n o  i s  s o r t  of a na-i-ural - th ing f o r  
- 

ang o r g a n i z a t i o n  were n i n o r i t i e s  a r e .  Ynu s e e ,  no m a t t e r  what khe 

i d e a l s  of  bein,g derfiocrai-j.~, t h e  a n t u r a l  t h i n g  tha-i; folhows i s  t h a t  

t h e  gren'ker numbers a1kras:- domina~bc t71e m i n o r i t y  ones.  ~ .~r ;anSkgx  
ni -. I inere i s  some-l-?ling t h a t  I lnave l e a r n e d  from t h e  minori-l-y groups Like 

f0r ins tand .e  t h e  J e ~ . ! ~ i s h  1.r p e o p l e ,  a.nd I know from 5b.e Japanese ,  you 

TO-1 U t o  be ve ry  rsrell equiped., v e r y  w e l l  educa ted  aacl be i n f o r ~ e c l  ari k 
. - Liien ; r o ~ ~  v r i l l  be l i s t ened .  -1500. And t h e r e  i s  a -time \,rllen you r e a l l y  



cbdy- 
p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  becoming a  p a r t  of t h e  d-ecis ion making gmmp. 

0-therwise you a r e  ju-st f o l l o w i n g  o t h e r s  i n s t r u c - t i o n s .  And i f  

you d o n ' t  f o l l o w  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h e n  you a r e  

ou t .  T h a t ' s  -t-lie r u l e .  

Of ten ,  t o  be a  lead-er  l i k e  h e r e  i n  t h e  Union you XZE have 

-to t h l n k  f o  a  l o t  of o- i ;h~r  peogle  and j u s t  assume t h a t  t h i s  i s  

t h a t  t l ie  o-ther poeple  want ,  - tha t  t h i s  i s  wha-t -they wanJc you do t o  

Tlna-t s nore  -the d  way L a r r y  was f u n c t i o n i n g  awkx b u t  Idon ' -l- b e l i e v e  

i n  -l-lia-t way t o  func-l;ion. I b e l i e v e  -t;ha.t t h e  d e c i s i o n  o r  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  sh.ould. come Trom t h e  bottom. 

Ano-bher d-efec-L i g o t  o r  maybe someone might c a l l  i t  a  s t r e n g t h  

i s  i-ha-l- even i f  soilleone h igh  up d e c i d e s ,  and I d o n ' t  c a r e  Wno it 

j-s , if 4 d-on .2 agree  w i t h  it t h e n  I don1 t go f o r  i - t  , I won "t do 

i t  i f  I t h i n k  it i s  wrong. Now if it d-oesn ' t  i nvo lve  s o  much of - 

it '  s w i t h  me. 

do t h e  -i-iiings tha-i- a r e  convien-t  f o r  -them I don1 t c a r e  wl1a.i- t h e y  

awe ~ o F n . 5  t o  do t o  ne. For  i n s t a n c e  I s a y  t h i s  because t h e  v~hol-e 
- // 

\ prob lens  h.ere,  l i k e  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  he re  where call in^ t h e  Lawers 

h e r e  rac i s -k  and t h a t  k ind  of t h i n g  a.nd i t  was k ind  of a  bad. 

si-i;u.a-Lion. Tlien i- t  1;ren'c t o  khe board. and -Lo t h e  l e g l a  de@artmen-t 
j 

I and t h e y  blame me because I an  an o f f i c e r  he re  and I should. have 

s-bopped t h a t .  But I was n o t  even t h e r e  when t h e y  were f i g h t i n g  

and I d i d n ' t  know an;.-l-hj-ng abou-t i t .  And ano the r  one. The l e f t  

wing had -taken hold. of Comacho, a  farmworker who was one of tlie 

o r i g i n a l  l e a d e r s  i n  Cesar  Cliavez group. The PLP, -the P rogres s ive  

Labor Par-by and maybe t h e  RU and t h e  ~ ' ~ u d - e n - ~  Brigad-e. I met a  l o t  

of them. They a r e  n o t  going 'zo d e t e r  me and t e l l  ne what t o  do o r  

say.  They a r e  no': going ii;o be a  f ac - to r  i n  my judgemen-b and my 

d e c i s i o n .  I l i s - t e n  b u t  3 :Follow my owl? th ink ing .  And i - t h i s  guy 



was k ind  o r  obs-Lructin,.; .the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p rocess  l i e re ,  and l ~ e  

was i n  coiif l ic-b w i t h  -he guy who was i n  charge .i~rlio Cesar  had as-  

s a igned  he re .  So t h e y  a l s o  plame me on t h a t  cause I d i d n ' t  do 

any th ing  abou-b i - L  bu-b I d id -n ' t  even know t h a t  , t he re  was a problem 

cause  t h e y  don1-l- -be l l  me s e e .  Rid t h e n  t h e r e  were o t h e r s .  Like 

-i--khe volu-n-Leers workiilg f o r  t h i s  Agbagani V i l l age  were involved i n  

t e h  Ruelga. s choo l  and I d-on' t  know whaJc -they were t e a c h i n g  t h e r e .  

Ofcourse I l i k e  t h e  id-ea of t h e  Huelga s c h o o l  b u t  I d o n ' t  know every-  

t h i n g  about  wha-l- t h e y  a r e  do ing  and s o  t h a t  was a l s o  my fauii t . .  I 

j n o t  even i n v i t e d  over  t h e r e  and t h e y  don% t e l l  me what happened. 

And t h e n  over  he re  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  some of t h e s e  volun-beers 
i, 
;, were f i g h t i n g  t h e  lawyers .  They were i n  t h e  Agbayani V i l l a g e  so  

; how come I could  no-i; pu t  thein i n  a more p e a c e f u l  way, and keep 

t h i n g s  i n  o r d e r .  knd t h e n  when i-> comes -to -the cons-Lruc-Lion of 

) t h i s  b u i l d i n g  I d i d n ' t  have any t h i n g  -to s a y  and I was suppose .to 

be t h e  person  i n  charge.  But F t ' s  j u s t  some b u l l  s b i t .  \?lien t h e  

\ d e d i c a t i o n  was t o  come t h e y  s a i d  - tha t  -the s d a t e  was t o  be t h i s  and 

i t h a t  and nobody knew, nobody was informed he re .  See ,  i t ' s  n o t  

; democra-Lic. I-l- 1,lras a l l  Cesa r ,  i t  was a l l  decid.ed i n  La Paz. The 

; decj-sioii j u s t  conles from t h e  t o p  and t h e n  down. Rut what about  u s  

' who h.ave t o  b a l k  t o  t h e  people  and t r y i n g  t o  have good r e l a t i o n s  

I aind you can no-b evein i n v i t e  peopled .~?~ who wrer c l o s e  d-uring -[;he 

cons t ruc t j -on  o r  have been con- l - r ibu t ins  .to t h e  Union. Then -(;he guy 
I 

i n  charge over  he re  was Ben Mad-doc aiid we EE Inrere n o t  k ind  o.? s e t t i n g  
I 

-bogether,  he d i d n l - t  l i k e  De'oby and. propagand-j-ze over  t h e r e  t h a t  

Debby j-s no-l; a compe-Leiit lawyer and she d.id.nl-t know any-bhing o r  
'. 

\., some-Lhing. Weel, tlne e f f e c t  was t h a t  Debbie wasdp p u t  a s i d e  l i k e  
1 

': a l e a v e  of abseiise or somel-hiiig. .And it a a s  k ind  of hussled. and t h e  
, -i ,-\ ' 
- /  r eason  -bhey took  Debbie back was becau.se she wanted a hearing,:  and. 

I 
i t h e y  were a f r a i d  of -Lhe t r o u b l e  because I am going t o  be t h e r e  
i 



and t h e y  d.onl t want -bha-l- s e e .  

Then when i t  comes -to g e t t i n g  t h e  people  h e r e  and t h e  r e n t s  

I wanted k i n d  of a lower r e n t  cause  we were always s a y i n g  t h a t  we 

1 w i l l  be a low c o s t  hous ing  and then  i t s  h ighe r  -then what t h e y  
i 
! 
I charge  downto~r~n you can  n o t  f i l l  t h i s  up. But t h e n  t h e y  weye 

t e l l i n g  Cesa r ,  Ben Mad-doc and C h r i s  Bragga and Lora ine ,  t h e y  
I 
i 1' suppose t o  be F i l i p i n o s  and -then P o l l y ,  t h e y  a r e  t e l l i n g  t h e  board  

' dpdon ' t  worry about  g e t t i n z  p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l o b  of p e o p l e ' .  

And s o m  i t  happened t h a t  way. Wel l ,  t h e  h e l l  w i t h  them. If 
1 

I t h a - t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  t h i n k  you can f o r g e t  about  them, t h a t ' s  your 
i 

problem. Cesar h a t e d  me v e r y  much ofi t h i s  -thj.ng. And t h e n  he 

; w an ted  me a l s o  t o  f i r e  t h e  an people  ove r  h e r e  who were f i g h t i n g  w i t h  ',, ... . . . - . ... . , - . -.-...., " ...- ' -- .-.X~..*_.L_ ,..~--._-.. 

': t h e  & ~ ' ~ x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s " : @ ~ - ~  A -- . - . - about  t h e  nove- 

ment and - t h i s  and - that  from a r a d i c a l  perspeci;ive you know. Well 

shiJi. , t h a t ' s  t h e i r  op in ion  you know, I g o t  no r i g h t  t o  t e l l  them 

what t o  say.  So Cesar wasted me t o  f i r e  them and I d i d n ' t  wan-t 

! t o  f i r e  them. I s a i d ,  ' h e l l  no ,  I ' m  no-b going t o  f i r e  them'.  I 

wail-t t o  f i n d  o u t  f i r s t  b e f o r e  I t a k e  any a c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  ?Ie 

d-idn ' t  l i k e  tha- t  and. s o  h.e f i r e d  -i;her;?. h imse l f .  And. t h e n  when kth.ey 

wen-t -i;o t a l k  t o  him o r  wroJi.e a  l e t t e r  t o  him -then t h e y  wan-t h.im 

back.  ?u.ck him you knov~. What about  me, i f  I f i r e  -i;h.em -then I ' m  
i going t o  be %he s c a r  g o a t  aga in .  S e s a r  i s  n o t  hones t .  
- -  

If you look  a-t tl ie Union f o r  -~;?IF: l a s - t  11 y e a r s  you. s e e  t ha - t  

a l l  . the w r i t i n g s  have been focu.sed on t h e  Chicanos ,  t h e  I.Iexican 

1:~orkers and. W E  all t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  were spen t  i n  

o r g a n i z i i i ~  was d.one f o r  .[;he workers.  And a l l  

t h e  c~lu.rcIles t h a t  have he lped  t h e  Union, t h e  f r e i g h t  expenses of 

-[;he o r g a n i z e r s ,  t h e y  were v ~ o ~ k i n g  f o r  t h e  Mexican workers n o t  th.e 

Pj-l j-pinos.  So -the l .? i l iopinos  were l e f t  ou t .  So evelr i f  -they shovi 



some kind. of u n i t y  b e f o r e  w i l l  t h e r e  was no r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  k ind  of 

o rgan ize  then! and g e t  them c l o s e r  you see .  Now -the r e a s o n  ~ h y  t h e  

F i l i p i n o  l e a d e r s  were i n e f f e c t i v e  was because we can no-!; make d e c i -  

s i o n s  you know - thas t  when t h e y  cone i n  w i l l  n a t u r u a l l y  people  who 

come i n  and work f o r  t h e  Unio n  t h e y  f a c e  some f L n a n c i a l  problems. 

So \I1~ben t h e y  a r e  f aced  w i t h  t h e s e  f i n a n c i a l  problems t h e  Union w e l l  

n o t  h e l p  th.em. So t h e e r e f o r e  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e  Union. We were v e r y  

few, 1,2,3, l e f t  i n  -the o f f  i c e  and t h e @  when it comes t o  t h e  p inch ing  

of t h e  penn ie s  -then i $ ' s  -the F i l i p i n o  who g e t s  ou t  f i r s t  s ee .  

So t h e y  can no-k r e a l l y  blame i t  on t h e  F i l i p i n o s .  Cause t h e  F i l i p i n o s  

a r e  n o t  s o  good a l s o  i n  meet ings .  See t h e y  a r e  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  

Eut -then when i-l- comes t o  o rgan iz ing  t h e y  spend money. You can no t  

j s u t  sa.w, '!;lell, t h i s  was s t a r t ed .  by t h e  F i l i p i n o s  and F i l i p i n o s  

shou ld  come a.nd suppor t  t h i s  and t h a t 1 ,  you know. Well ,  what abou. t 

them. How come t h e y  need a l o t  of money t o  o rgan ize  t h e  Mexicans. 

I n  t l ie  beg inn ing  t h e r e  were more F i l i p i n o s  t h a n  Plexicans b u t  

now t h e r e  a r e  many more T.1exican.s. And because of t5.e ~n i s t a l r e s  mad-e 

by t h e  Union i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  F i l i p i n o s ,  t h e  F i l - i p i n o s  s t a r t e d  t o  

b e l i e v e  t-ha-l t h e  Y~lexicans were d- iscr imFnat ing a g a i n s t  -l-hem. ?:!a;~be 

t r u e  o r  n o t  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h e r e .  
fi l l  .r.~?.eli - there  was t h e  f e e l i n g s  by t h e  F i l i p i n o s  -l-hat t h e r e  w a s  

i i ifair  d i spa- tc l i ing  s o i n g  on i n  t h e  h i r i n g  h a l l s .  'Tlney fel-i- t h a t  

-the Plexicans were dominatj-ng and on ly  g i v i n g  jobs  l-o Fkxicans.  \ : J i l l  

a c t u a l l y  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  P i l i p i n o s  were r i s h t  about  t h e i r  compla in t s .  

Because t h e y  do t r y  t o  do wlia-l- i s  r i g l i t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  h i r i n g  b a l l .  

Now you s e e  a g a i n  you g o t  t h e  forman element .  A l o t  of t h e  F i l i p i n o s  

werefforeman and t h e y  p l a y  w i t h  t h e  growers.  And s o  t h e r e f o r e  a 

F i l i p i n o  forman i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  making t h e  money. Vhen i - t  

comes -Lo d i s p a t c h i n g ,  he wan-bs a l l  h i s  rnen t o  be dispa- tched,  

which  can n o t  'OF: d-one, 'uecause h i s  in.beres-i:s a r e  inv01-ved because 



be g e t s  money from -the guy. You s e e ,  i-bs no-t maybe t h e  grower wlio 

i s  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  F i l i p i l i o ,  i t ' s  a l s o  -the F i l i p i n o  foreman i s  a l s o  

robb ing  t h e  F i l i p i n o  worker ,  s e e  t h e  foreman g e t s  some k ind  of 

bonuses  from t h e  grower and n a t u r l a l y  

t h e  guys und-er him t h a t  he i s  t h e  b e s t  fa rmer  and you. c a n ' t  f i n d  

any be-1;-ter. YOU s e e ,  he does  - t h i s  because  of t h e  minor c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

,?.'I* t h a t  he g e t s  from tb.e grower.  

It can be  f r u s t r a t i n g  f o r  a worker e s p e c i a l l y  i T  he d-oesn' t  

und-erstnacl -the s i t u - a - t i on  a.nd maybe i s  n o t  -to educa ted .  I-Ie goes  -to 

t h e  grower and. t h e  grower s a y s ,  ' I  c a n f . t  h i r e  you becasue  you g o t  

-bo go t-b. t h e  U F W  1ii:ci-n~ h a l l '  and -then when -?he worker s t a r t s  t o  

.go t h e  grower w i l l  s a y ,  'bu-k i f  t h e r e  was no UFW I cou.ld h i r e  you 

y i p l  C , ~ ? ~  -I- d-now. And t h e n  maybe t h e  F i l - i p ino  cloes go -to -the l i i r in ,g  

h a l l  and he  c a n ' t  be hired. immediate ly  cause  t h e i r  i s  a l i s t  a.nd 
i 5 

s o  how does  he  f e e l .  And- aiio-kher - th ing  -boo i s  -i-ha-t t' i iere an 

agreement be-bween t h e  grower and t h e  Union t h a t  when t h e  grower 
- -  needs  a worker he g o t  L O  g i v e  t h e  Union a n o t i c e  a work o r d e r .  

But th.en he  o n l y  does  i - t  h a l f  way and- he d o e s n ' t  do -&he most 

impor t an t  t h i n g .  The Union can  n o t  dispa-bch anybody withou? t h a t  

work ord-er because  you s e e  i f  be d i s p a t c h e s  somebod-7 and t h e n  t h e  

grower i s  pl-aying t h e  game and w o n t ' t  h i r e  him s o  t h e  worker w i l l  

h a t e  t h e  Union. And s o  -the Union i s  -t-rging t o  a f f o i d  - tha t .  I f  

2- 1 
\L)\v:, a*, 
, m r  g i v e s  ou-t and -the grower t h e n  r e n e g e s  and \ * r i l l  n o t  h i r e  

him -the Union ~r'rill. f o r c e   he grower t o  pay him. I-b's  lie grower 

-k '-1-tl1a.t ' s 'the d e v i l  .!;here. Then t h e  worker does  onot  understand. 

enougl? -Lo know vrhats . so ins  on and e s p e c i a l l y  i f  Ine's a F i l i p i n o  
L ~ a y b e  he d.oes no-t dome t o  1,b.e nee-Ling becasue of t h e i s  and tlia-b 

J- 1 ~ n e n  how does  he know. 

.So t l i e r e  is a l s o  a b a s i c  problern h e r e  tha-l- i sn f -L  ci?eaJ~ed by 
-the Unioli b u t  i s  c r e a t e d  '97 t h e  g o v r e r s .  You s e e ,  you s-bar-?- r~ri-:;b 



a  group of F i l i p i n o  workers and t h e y  h a v e n ' t  r e a l l y  grown i n  

number o f n  -the p a s t  y e a r s  and t h e n  you s - t a r t  b r i n g i n g  i n  I'Iexicans 

and you s - t a r t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number of Mexicans workers ,  t h e  

F i l p i n o  obv ious ly  i s  go ing  t o  f e e l  cha l l eneged  by t h e  Mexicans, 

c  ause -the growers a r e  b r i n g i n g  i n  more and more numbers. There i s  

always go ing  t o  be a f e e l i n g  of  c o n f l i c t  t h e r e  because  of t h a t  

imba l l ance ,  a f e e l i n g  of compe t i t i on  and i f  you a r e  i g n o r a n t  t h a n  

you don1-t  know, you f e e l  l o s t  and -thj_nk he i s  go ing  t o  -take yoU]: 

job. And. i t ' s  n o t  on ly  t h e  Plexicans t h a t  a.re coming i n  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  

numbers, it ' s  a l s o  t h e  P u e r t o  Ricans  and t h e  Arabs. lit t h e  t ime  

of  he s t r i k e  Bh I s a w  nay 3 a r a b s  and now t h e r e  a r e  more t h a n  

I 500. 

Wow a n o t h e r  problem i s  tha- t  s i n c e  t h e  F i l i p i n o s  a r e  t h e  o l d e s t  

of t h e  presen-1; group of workers ,  t h e y  have been around t h e  l o n g e s t  

w e l l ,  t h e n  t h e y  a r e  t h e  ones wh.0 a r e  t h e  foreman. T h a t ' s  about 

as h i g h  th.0ugg.h as -t;ln.e -the F i l j -p ino  can g e t .  There r e a l l y  a r e  no 

F i l i p i n o s  who a r e  even s m a l l  fa rmers .  Th i s  i s  a b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  

be-tween t h e  E'i1ipin.o and t h e  Japanese .  The Japanese  i s  a b u s i n e s s  

nind.ed person  and. t h e  F i l i p i n o  s e e  he p l a y s  b i g  sl iot  by be ing  a  

c o n t r a c t o r  and. he c h e a t s  t h e  workers.  Then th.e Japanese  a l s o  c h e a t s  

t h e  v~orke r s .  Rut the  Japanese  i s  b e t t e r  a t  u s i n g  h i s  money. The 

P i l p i n o  he & a b i g  sho-i; be smoke i b i g  c i g a r s ,  f l a s h  around h i s  

money i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  g i r l s ,  b u t  t h e  Japanese  won1-t do t h a t .  H e ' l l  

ai-ake h i s  money, '0u.t it i n  t h e  bank. When h .e l s  r e a d y  t o  buy a ranch. 

Ineftxct -tal.ces t h e  guLy a  check bu-t .the F i l p i n o  does  no-t do t h a t .  Re 

brought  - t h i s  -kl?in!cing w i t h  him. It ' s -i;be c o l o n i a l  menta l l i i -y  he 

l e a r n e d  i n  -the P h i l i p p i n e s .  

0:C-ten t h e  mes t izo  i s k n o r e  e f fec-b ive .  T h e  p:les-'i;ize i s  c l o s e  -Lo 

t h e  enp loye r  cause  he i s  a  mes t izo  a l s o  o r  whi te  o r  Spanish  a o r  he 
might be an  Anl-erican S u t  t h ~ y  were t h e  ones who owned t h e  b i g  



businesses .  yuu aou.ld r a t h e r  be c l o s e r  and d e a l  r~r i th  your own 

people and so  a s  long a s  I make t h e  money t h e  h e l l  wi th  t h e  rn. 

t h a t s  t h e  at-kitu.de. 

To f i n d  out  i f  t h e  UFW can become a democratic union again  
flJ0 

you have t o  go back t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  3&~ matter  what you say 

t h e  struc-Lure i s  permi-l-ting a kind of some cliarac-trer -there -Lo 

d.o some kind of d i shones t  job i n  t h e  union and t h e r e  i s  no 

guarantee.  

I t h i n k  -l-hat t h e  new workers i n  a Union l i k e  -the LIFi;J w i l l  

he more enlj-gh-tened then  i n  t l n e  pas-t.  There a r e  a l o t  of p e ~ p l e  

5.nvolved outs2d.e of j u s t  th.e workers w'?o spend t h e i r  'cine b u i l d i n g  

up t h i s  Union and t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Uliion belongs t o  them a l s o  

300 and so they  helyp checking up on -tF.ings, l i k e  wliats happening t o  

-the money. But you knovr a s  workers ge-t h igher  pay and more b e n e f i t s  

than  they  j u s t  he l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  workers around who g e t  kind of l a z y  

and d-on't checlc u.p on wha t ' s  going on i n  t h e  Uion. Bku-l- a l s o  we 

a r e  a young Union and we a r e  l e a r n i n g  from t h e  mistakes of t h e  

b igger  u i i o n s  and w e ' l l  be nore c a r e f u l  ho~~r we do t h i n g s  here  and 

I hope we ' ll be more democra-l-ic. 

One of our problems tha- t  we mu.s-b d e a l  wi th  i s  t h a t  Cesar i s  

nconsidered so  i m p o r t a r t ,  he i s  s o r t  of id j -o l i aed ,  and wha-t i f  

something happens -Lo Cesar. Now, i n  t h e  beginning I t h i n k  it i s  per- 

misable a t o  have a l e a d e r  l i k e  t h a t  because you see  even drawing 

t h e  r?.ernbei?sh.ip and drawing t h e  suppor te r s  you go t  -to have a qual i - ty  

o r  p e r s o n a l i J ~ y  l i k e  t h a t ,  you have t o  have t h e  clzarc-ter t o  pu.t t h e s e  

d-ir"f ereni; el-emen-l-s -bo:;e'cher. t h a t  ' s t h e  only  was you can succeed 

i n  t h e  movenen.i-. The way -kha-L Cesar can at ' l-ract  t h e  workers w i l l  

he makes them nave and do t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  movement and then  t h e  

people - who can he lp  they a l s o  work, h.e makes -them work wi-khout 

f o r c i n g  them bu t  kind- of g e t t i n g  them wi th  t h e i r  own f r e e  w i l l .  



And a l s o  t h e i r  money. People who a l s o  support  us  can do a  l o t  

of t h i n g s  l i k e  no t  buying t h i s  and t h a t ,  they  respond. The non 

s u p p o r t e r s ,  even i f  -Lhey a r e  no t  i n  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  o r  i n  t h e  

boycot o r  something they  respond l i k e  non buying. See t h a t ' s  

he lp ing  andCesar cause hs  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  can do h t h i s .  Now you 

put  another  gug t h e r e ,  maybe he might have a  d i f f e r e n t  e f f e c t  and 

i - t  mkke no t  be a s  e f f e c t i v e  a.s Cesar was doing. So you have t o  

g ive  a  lo- t  of c redi t  t o  Cesar i n  t h a t  because you s e e  t h e  beginning 

of t h e  Union it looks l i k e  we a r e  d e a l i n g  Ir~i th  t h e  mos-L uninforined. 

group group of workers. They d o n ' t  understand 'che i s s u e s  a r e a l l y .  
IJ You. can s e e  when you go t o  t h e  meetings you observe a l l  moral 

b u i i l d i n g  md aiid you b u i l d  t lneir  moral,  f i g h t i n g  bu-i; f o l l o ~ ~ r  

i -ns t ruc t ions  . They use a lo- t  of s l o s a n s  .:c!tgxn~aslxtf x~x:.:~xx~cx 

"GIXZS US Ul\TITYn AND "VIVf l  LA CAUSA", SAL S I  FUEDE". Ins tead  of 

spending t h e  time over analgs ing  t h e  i s s u e s  and t h i s  and t h a t  so  

-that they  can understand what they  a r e  d-oing a f t e r  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  

-l-j-me and money and e f f o r J ~ s  and everyth.ing. No i-i;'s not .  They 

j u s t  t ake  it f o r  granted  whht you say  and then  s a y ,  "Cesar Puede". 

9b3 4 l o t  of - t ine i s  spent  i n  developing s logans.  So you go-i t o  

understand the s t a g e s  of t h e  developxent of t h e  workers. I t ' s  

soy-L of l i k e  a  c h i l d  and t h e  f a t h e r .  Now l a t e r  on when they  

kno~~r more and t h i s  and t h a t  we w i l l  be g iv ing  'chein more t o  t h i n k  

about an r e s o l v e .  For r i g h t  now t h e y  a r e  only approving t h i n g s  

because Cesar s a i d  i - t .  O r  i f  I am speaking and saying  what Cesar 
LY 2, .:;' - q. 

wna-ks khen t h e y  t ake  it fn&x tha-b I am t e l - l i n g  t h e  tru-khr So i t ' s  

110% tha-t  -they !rliow -kli$-i- ? _ - k t  s good f o r  them 'out i t  ' s because 

Cesar s a i d  i-t. Th.at ls  where yo~1.r build.ing Cesar a s  an i d l e  i s  

j-mportant . 
Then ofcourse on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  it w i l l  be a dangerous -khing. 



b e c a m e  s e e  your l e a d e r s h i p  i s  only  an  ins id-en t  t h e r e  t h e  movemen-t 

i s  t h e  most importan-b '~i i ing.  See ,  because with.ou-t- t h e  movemei-n 

you. go-t no l e a d e r s h i p .  And t h e n  tlie niovement i s  sornething i s  

something tha-b i s  con1~8nuous and i t  has  a g o a l  o r  g o a l s .  It has  

some i d e a l s  and. s o  ' ~ l i a - t ' s  where your t h e o r y  comes i n  and t h e n  you 

implinen-b i- t  by ac-l-ion. You suppor t  it by a c t i o n  and t h a t s  where 

your movement comes i n .  Ofcourse l a t e r  011 whi le  everybody i s  

x, be ing  l e d  by Cesar  and saj; w i l l ,  t h i s  i s  i t  and go ,  and t h i s  i s  
I it and go ,  and t h e n  la'l;er on s a y  Cesar mag be t h i n k i n g  abouu-b h i s  

pocket  book. Then he s a y s  b e l l ,  i h i s  i s  bhe ipiay' . O r  something 

may happen t o  Cesar and t h e n  t h e  people  ~ Z N  d-on't  know where t o  go. 

The Union i s  now -Lo t i e d  t o  Cesars  xmgg~ image, v e r y  much so.  
- 
li? some'thing happens -ko Cesa r ,  i f  lie qui-bs o r  d. ies i t  w i l l  r e a l l y  

s?noclz t h e  Uiiion because s e e  Dolores Zuer-La inay Se O.K. b u t  she  

can n o t  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of Cesar  and Richard h i s  b r o t h e r  because 

of t h e  name, t h e n  -the o t h e r  .guys. But s e e  it w i l l  n o t  be t h e  same 

you knovj becasu-e even i f '  t h e y  appear  i n  p u b l i c ,  l i k e  Dolores  

E u e r t a  and Zichard .  Richard  i s  be ing  b u i l t  as a 1-eader. You s e e  

if Cesar  can. n o t - g o  t h e n  he sends Richard.  This  i s  s o r t  of 

t r a d i n n a l  i n  u ~ i o n s ,  you- always g o t  b i g  names a s  t h e  l a b o r  l e a d e r s ,  

Bu.t t hen  you c e  can n o t  r e a l l y  have a democrat ic  union i f  you have 

a l e a d e r  who i s  l i k e  God, 

P.V.C. TAPE $99 8/28/76 

If you have a union l e a d e r  wh.0 i s  b u i l - t  a s  a sgn.bol and. he t a l k s  

l i k e  God you can no t  have democracy t h e r e  because you d-eprive t h e  

people  of r eason ing .  They a r e  n o t  r e a l l g  t h i n k t n g ,  and t h e y  j u s t  

t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d  what -the l e a d e r  s a y s  i s  t r u e ,  i s  c o r r e c t  you know. 

Bu:t i - t  has  been proven - tha t  1ead.ership maybe i s  good i n  t h e  s t a r t  
6 \I- h.. \ j &a#-- 

bu t  i n  t h e  end. i s  n o t  s o ,  ?/iaj~be %% becomes b~ conserva t ive / ,  * 5 



But t h e s e  successes  i s  a  b lock  t o  h i s  over a l l  looking  a t  t h e  broader 
- 

view. S,e, sometimes your successes  b lock  up your v i s i o n  t o .  

The Union does n o t  t e a c h  epeople t o  c r i t i c i z e  Cesar.  But 

t h e n  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  I have been i n v i t e d  by Chicano s- tudents  i n  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e y  a s k  ques t ions  i f  Cesar was democrat ic  o r  so.  

Well I was bou-nd t o  defend t h e  Union and uphold what Cesar was 

doing and t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i - t  was t r u e  a l s o .  For i n s t a n c e  

where you d o n ' t  have r e a l l y  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  Union workers 

and then  a l s o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e t t i n g  them t o g e t h e r  t o  make 

a  d e c i s i o n .  Then n a t u r a l l y  you g o t  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n .  Now 

it happens some-times on t h e  board. now if he g o t  t o  make a  d-ecsis ion 

he g o t  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  then .  NOVJ he t r i e s  t o  Ceach u s  b u t  a s  

I s a i d  he knows t h e  i s s u e  ve ry  w e l l ,  b u t  now e s p e c i a l l y  myself 

cause I ' m  k ind  of f a r  from some of t h e  i s s u e s ,  then  I ' m  insid-e b u t  

' m a l s o  k ind  of ou-t s i d e  and so  t  he^ . xx~~x~8x~~xxxxxx~~x~~::xxxxx~~x~~ 
Sometimes you s e e  a s  I s a i d  it happens i n  t h e  board too .  But 

t h e n  igCesar  i s  f a c e d  wi th  some kind. of an i s s u e ,  could be r a i s e d ,  

now h e ' s  t r y i n g  t o  avoid t h e  c o n f l i c t  a l s o .  For i n s t a n c e  when h i t  

acomes .to appropr ia - t ions  of b i g  suns of money o n t h i s  and t h a t ,  he 

b e t t e r  t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  accord ing  t o  t h e  v o t e s  of t h e  members of 

t h e  board.  But f o r  i n s t a n d e  something - tha t  he g o t  -to dec ide  i s  

t a l k i n g  -to some one about t h . i s  and t h a t  we l l  he i s  t a l k i n g  about 

end-orsment and he s a y s ,  'kWell ,  I ' m  going t o  b r i n g i t  t o  t h e  b o a r d ' .  

Bu-t then  t h e r e  i s  some o t h e r  t h i n g s  inf'ormed him then  I could. 

n o t  be reached. and t h e  same f o r  some of t h e  o t h e r s  and got  t o  be 

k ind  of decid-ed r i g h t  away cause i t  e f f e c t s  t h e  Union then  he makes 

some k ind  of d e c i s i o n s .  
1 Lo be a  t r u l y  democrat ic  u in ion  you got  t o  have some k ind  of 

-brans i t ion .  You a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  workers who s t a r t  ou t  very  ignoran t  
and d-on'-b und-erstand p o l i t i c s  and economics and so  t h e  people  a t  t h e  



t o p  a r e  making a l l  t h e  d-ecis ions  and even some of those  people  w i t h  

l o t s  of power a r e  no t  even e l e c t e d .  I was r e a l l y  appointed by 

Cesar bu t  t h e n  I was e l e c t e d  bu t  r e a l l y  I go t  no power. But t h e n ,  

some were never  e l e c t e d  and have a  l o t  of power. That may be 

O.K. f o r  a  t ime b u t  you g o t  t o  have some kind of t ~ x x x t r a n s i t i o n .  

You've g o t  no a l t e r n a t i v e .  You can no t  even g e t  t h e  people  

t o  have a  meeting t o  make a  d e c i s i o n  sometimes. The t r o u b l e  i s  t h a t  

y  u  have a  system t h a t  confused a  l o t  of people  you know and t h e  

people  who a r e  direc-Ling t h e  i n s t i - t u t i o n s  and -the people  who a r e  

r u l i n g  t h e  government y  u  s e e ,  t h e y  a r e  doing i t  f o r  themselves.  

NOVJ, \when t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  f o r  t h e  e p i g  people  'they a r e  r e a l l y  

t l a k i n g  f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s ,  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  2~m= t o  c o n t r o l  -the 

ap people  wi-th t h e  b i g  bus iness .  And t h e  people  who have been 

d.oj_ng t h a t  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d - i s  -tha-t because t h e y a r e  a l s o  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  own jobs. Like f i g h t i n g  f o r  -the b i g  bus iness  

who can r e a l l y  g ive  them t h e  jobs. Like f o r  i n s t a n c e  when i t  

comes t o  t h e  elec-Lion of sorne people  i n t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d -  you know, 

if you f i g h t  f o r  t h e  bkg b u s i n e s s  .then you a r e  assured. -tha-t they  

w i l l  h e l p  youo. Like i f  nobody knows you1 b u t  t h e n  you got  t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  o r  be an e s e c u t i v e  then  y  t h e y  h e l p  you see .  

So t h e s e  people  a r e  sponding t o  t h e i r  jobs. And t h e y  would satherr 

be c l o s e r  -Lo t h e  people  who can g ive  -l-hem t h e i r  jobs then  -khe m i l l i o n s  

of people  who can g ive  them no Jobs.  So your democracy i s  no-t 

r e a l l y  working. 

Now t o  go back a  b i t ,  du r ing  the b i g  s t r i k e  of d.66, 67,68 wi l l l -  

you s e e  %hey wanted me t o  go -bo t h e  boyco t t  you know th.at  means -Lo 

go t o  -i-lie c i t i e s .  1 Well I dicinl.t  want t o  go. My reason  was k ind  

of p e r s o n a l  and soille t imes  i t ' s  a l s o  Tor tlie Union bu-t I didn'-i- 

want t o  t e l l  them, I t o l d  them p a r t  of i t .  Like f o r  i n s t a n c e  I 

g o t  a  house and I d .onf t  want t o  leave  it and I d o n ' t  have agy more 



chance t o  e a r n  money and. b u i l d  ano the r  house and I d i d n ' t  want 

t o  loose  my $s proper-by. T h a t ' s  a  kind. of  p e r s o n a l  e r eason  t h a t ' s  

k i n d  o f . f o r  my secu r i - ty  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The a t h e r  r eason  - that  I f e l t  

t h a t  I can a l s o  be h e r e  and a l s o  d-o something f o r  t h e  Union and I 

t h i n k  I d-id. Also ,  one more t h i n g  I t h i n k  t h a t  be ing  i n  Delano, 

when we have a  board meet ing,  t hen  I know what was going on i n  t h e  

whole c o u n t r y ,  ;in th.e whole world. I f  I were i n  one p l a c e  l i k e  

ia Chicago s e e  I would. j u s t  be communicating from Chicago t o  t h e  

c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  h e r e  and. g e t t i n g  some infoormation w h a t ' s  going on. 

W i l l  it wou-ld be d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  meeting of t h e  board.  So I 

-pu-t i t  blun-biy t h a t  i f  Cesar   would. d.ecid_e I ssou.ld go tha-i- 

I was be ing  hones t  ia s a y i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  go f o r  c e r t a i n  r easons .  

And I d-idn't; go and Cesar  s a i d  t h a t  i f  I thought  I could  be e@3&- 

u s e f u l  h e r e  i n  Delano than  I can s t a y .  But i f  you a r e n ' t  useyul  

t h a n  it ' s  up t o  you.. YOU know when we went t o  San taa  Barbara  t o  

d- i scusss  abou-t t h e  boyco t t  a.nd we s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  Mission k x a ~  t h e r e ,  
\ some k ind  of c a t h o l i c  Mission I t h i n k .  So I asked Cesar  , a r e  t h e  

&@." 
people  going 'GO San ta  Barbara  going t o  t h e  b o y c o t t ' .  And I s a i d ,  w- Q- 

a, I can  n o t  go '.to t h e  b o y c o t t ' .  And I asked him i f  he wanted 

me -to go -to San-l-a Barbara  a.nd. he s a i d  yes  s o  I went b u t  on ly  

-Lo Xanta. Barbara .  T knew - that  I was n o t  going t o  t h e  boyco t t  and- 

I t o l d  him, s e e ,  - t ha t s  tb.e k ind  of a  guy I am, I ' m  ve ry  hones-t. 

Sometines I d-on ' t th in l t cesa r  l i k e s  t h a t .  See ,  I ' m  n o t  ve ry  w e l l  

1-iked cause th .e re  a r e  - th ings  t h a t  I d o n ' t  want t o  accep-t.  So from 

-tha-t t ime un-tj.11 today  t h e y  t e l l  me someth.j.ng and I want i - t ,  t hen  

i t ' s  0.K. and i g  I d o n ' t  t h e n  I t e l l  them. See t h . a t l s  why I ' m  
N k ind  of o u J ~  and i n .  o  t l i a k ' s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  I have i n  t h e  

Union aild I d.onl.t wan-l- them 'to con-trolme , t h a t  ' s t h e  most impor-bant 



The s a c r i f i c e s  you must make a r e  g r e a t .  But you have t o  t r y ,  

i f  you acan t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f  too .  T h a t ' s  why I d o n ' t  adv i se  young 

F i l i p i n o s  t o  r e a l l y  come i n  and involve  themselves  f o r  y e a r s  and 

then  l a t e r  on because of t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  Union t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  

be kicked out  land then  'l-hey w i l l  have nothbng s e e o  I d o n ' t  l i k e  

t h a t .  

I would r a t h e r  s e e  F i l i p i n o s  who a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  come and 

v o l u n t e e r  l i k e  t h e  doc-bors and. n u r s e s  and- some l i k e  -tliat and then  

t h e y  a r e  going -to lc is ten t o  them cause you s e e  t h e y  go-: something 

t o  say.  You kn0v~ t h e i r  op in ion  has  w%kk weight.  But t o  a  F i l i p i n o  

who i s  n o t  ed-ucated t h e y  a r e  j u s t  u-sing him f o r  a  p i c k e t  l i n e  and- 

t h i , ,  and-tha-t t hen  when lie misunderstand-s t h i n g s  o r  t h e y  want -to 

pu t  somebosy i n  h i s  p l a c e  t h e y  push. him ou t  h e ' s  gone. Weell ,  .the 

poor f e l l o w ,  he spends y e a r s  i n  t h e  Union and when he g e t s  ou t  s e e  

h i s  exper ience  i n - t h e  Union \,.ron1t dowx liim any good except  under- 

s t and ing  the  i s s u e s  and. t h i s  and t h a t  and how 'to f i -2  i n  i n  t h e  

movemen-: b u t  h i s  e a r n i n g  power w i l l  be so  l e s s  t h a t  he w i l l  be 

a  god. damn beg.gei.- maybe and j u - s t  be poor a l l  h i s  l i f e  and -that- 

won ' t h e l p  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  

Ofcourse i t ' s  hard. o f o r  a  young F i l i p i n o  who d o e s n ' t  have an 

ed.uca-Lion and- i s  poor and t h e  only  occupat ion he has  i s  farm work. 

Ru-2 i f  he go t  a  chance t o  go .to schohl  I would ra-bher s e e  him d.o t h a t . .  

You. can suppor-t 'the Union and s t i l l  t r y  -Lo improve you-rself .  I 

j u s t  d.onlt want somebody t o  j u s t  devote  a l l  h i s  tirile b l i n d l y  -to 

t h e  Union because wee Lhe p o l i - t i c s  a r e  d- i r ty .  I d o n ' t  1ikelri;h.at. 

If t h e y  can u.se t h a t  on me -l-hey can u.se it on t h e  o t h e r s  -too. 

During -the s-br ike I was i n  c l n ~ r g e  of t h e  people  coming i n  -Lo 

Deal-no cause t h e r e  were a  l o t  of people  coming i n  and. I dhad 

been speaking a  l o t  aiid t h e n  I c a l l  t h e  e:cecu.tive p a r t  o r  t h e  l e g a l  



p a r t  o r  I c a l l  t h e  c l i n i c .  We d i d n ' t  have an;T v i l l a g e  -then and 

then  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  would come and speak.  I was -the coord-ina-tor 

here .  

I t h i n k  i t  was C e s a r ' s  i d e a  t o  b u i l d  t h e  v i l l a g e  b u t  I had 

ad hand i n  -the d e c i s i o n  making and then  Cesar l i k e d  me then .  Bu-i- 

Andy s a i d  it was h5s i d e a  b u t  I d o n ' t  know. The id-ea came e a r l y ,  

,I d o n ' t  know what g e a r ,  b u t  s e e  Cesar i s  very  good, he has  a  l o t  

of i d e a s .  The r eason  why Cesar i s  p lay ing  p o l i t i c s  l i k e  t h a t  i s  

because he wan-Ls c o n t r o l  and t o  d i r e c t  a movement you go t  t o  have 

some k ind  of c o n t r o l .  But t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  he could  no t  a f f o r d  

t o  have people  l i k e  me you know. Sometmes I go h i s  way and some- 
3 :, ." 

t imes  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  what he i s  saying.  You know he can no t  

a f f o r d  t h a t  because s e e  t h e  people  begin  -to gues t ion  him. And 

s o  i keep my mouth shu t  t o o  i n  t h a t  c a s e  because I f e l t  t h a t  

Cesar was doing  a l o t  of good and I s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  way but  

some-times I have -to say  some-thing . It might be f o r  -the immediate 

determent  of t h e  Union b u t  i n  t h e  long  run  i t  w i l l  be b e n e f i c i a l .  

T'hat g i v e s  Cesar a l e s son .  Rot on ly  him bu-t t h e  nwk t h e  o-tlier 

emebers of t h e  board too .  

Now i n  t h i s  connkry we have a  system 'chat always p l a c e s  

t h e  workers a g a i n s ' ~  t h e  employer. I'm hallsing about  prof iJcs  

v e r s e s  t h e  wages of workers. ,or khe mean t i n e  y ou goL 1-0 f o l low 

t h e  r u l e .  Now .the r u l e  i s  -:he p r e s e n t  s e t  up of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t j - c  

system see .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  - that  has  been p u t  forward,  leg is la -Live-  

1 y  i n a c t e d  , -to h e l p  the poor people ,  t h e  worcki-ng people ,  t h e y  

a r e  k ind  of soc ia1 i s i ; i c .  You. see  t h e  spokes-men of -tl?e presen-i- 

sys-tern do nok associa-Le t l n i s  l e , g i s l a t i o n  wi th  s o c i a l i s m ,  bu:t 

r e a l l y  i n  n a t u r e  -th.ey a r e .  The p17eseni- trencl i s  -towards s o c i a l i s m  

no mat te r  r~~lia-t -l-bey say  and - t l ia t l  s t h e  only  way t h e y  can save a 
p a r t  of t h i s  c a l 3 i t a l i s t i c  system. The r eason  shy I s a g  t h i s ,  1 



- th ink -tlnere a r e  f o u r  b i l l i o n  people  now i n  t h e  world and. i t  

w e l l  be i n c r e a s i n g  ve ry  r a p i d l y .  And t h e n  t h e  s i z e s  o f  mu l t i -  

n a t i o n a l  co rpo ra - t i ons  had been rpoven t o  iche t h e  detremen-t of t h e  

working man and t h e y  'uecorne t h e  mu-tual enemies of t h e  dworking 

peop le s  becasue of t h e  fac;kax~f2:k -l-hat p r o f i t s  and wages and. 

b e n e f i t s  a r e  c o n t r d i c t o r y ,  -they a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  you s e e .  And t h e  

on ly  way t h a t  cap i - t a l i sm  can  survkye i s  t o  f i n d  a media,  a colilpromise 

you s e e  and t o  ba lance .  I t h i n n k  t h e  b i g  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

ahave t o  be mere responc ib l -e  abou-it t l ~ e i r  employees and i f  t h e y  

can  r e a l l y  adju-s-l- l-t!?e~?selves t o  can kind, of c o n t r o l  t h . e i r  p r o f f - t s  

a-k 'the same t i m e ,  i;o keep t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  go ing  and a-t t h e  sane  

t ime  keep t h e  people  s a t i s f i e d  b;.~ p r o v i d i n g   hem the j - r  needs.  

The on ly  way they  can d-o t h a t  i s  t o  of f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  wages 

adn benefi-bs so  t h e  workers w i l l  be -ka?.cen c a r e  of a l s o .  They 

go-t t o  have a  ba l ance  betweell prof i -Ls  and wages and. t h a t s  -the 

on ly  way t h e y  can  ma in t a in  t h e  system. 

I n  t'n.is sys-tern cornpani-es o f c o ~ a r s e  w i l l  i n s i s t  on makeins 

p r o f i - t s .  !Chat's t h e  o n l y  wag.Bu.-L I flnink ill t h e  l ong  r u n  t h e  

system w i l l  kind of change. See t h e  people  who a r e  competing 

because o:f t h e  i n c r e a s e d  sompe t i t i on  f o r  s u r v i v a l  w i l l  be more 

i n  t h e  d-near fui ;ure because of t h e  p o p ~ ~ l a t i o n  exp los ion .  And s o  

-tell people  who go-b no-tla.ing w i l l  be more p o l i - t i c a l l y  c o n s c i e ~ ~ c e  

because of n e c e s s i t y  and i:he;,~ w i l l  k i n d  of l e ~ i s a 3 a - t e  -, a.nd .bake 

c o n t r o l .  So lirhe-ther i t s  i;hrough 1 -ez i s l a - t i on  we r ! ~ r i l l  be moving 

-Lowards s o c i a l i s ~ n  anyway. .And now t h e  o t h e r  of chan.ze i s  a  revel- 

ut-ion. I t h i n k  a  revolu.l-j-on w i l l  t a k e  )$]_ace i n  thelm.nderdeveloped 

coun- t r ies .  And th.ese coun- t r i e s  wil l-  change f a s t e r  t h e n  t h e  i ndus  t- 

r i a l d z e d  c o u n t r i e s  because oyou s e e  t h e  way theyd  l i v e  i s  more 

cru-el  t h a n  EE h e r e .  Over h e r e ,  t h e  bu-siness p e o p l e ,  when t h e y  



t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  can n o t  s u r v i v e  by be ing  t o  s t i f f  t h e y  w i l l  be 

. f lex ib le  you s e e ,  They g i v e  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h e y  put  up some 

k ind  of p u b l i c  works and t h i s  and. t h a t  and then  p r e s s  t h e  govern- 

ment t o  -he lp  t h e  b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  t o  pr0vid.e jobs and tha- t  ' s  t h e  

s o l u t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  have been doing and t h e y  seem t o  succeed b u t  
0 30 ofcourse  t h e  Bystem, t h e  problems of t h e  system always r e o c c u r s ,  

... 

I, ,ke when I came i n  i n  1926 and l a t e r  on i n  1932.33 o r  sometime 

l i k e  t h a t  'i>ve g o t  a  d e p r e s s i o n ,  a  r e c c e s s i o n  and then  l a t e r  on 

comes a  d-egression and it became world wid-e you. know. Then l a t e r  

on t b e ; ~  began t o  e l e c t  o f f i c i a l s  l i k e  F r a n k l i n  D. Roose lve l t  who 

favored. dome p u b l i c  works and. jobs and. t h i s  and t h a t .  People 

voted. f o r  !l.irn. And so then  t h e  people begin -Lo e a t  aga in  and 

g e t  a  l i t t l e  money and t h a t ' s  how t h e  government seems wonderfu.1, 

because it can s l o v e  i t ' s  own problems see .  Bu-t t hen  a f t e r  how many 

y e a r s  from B 1933 t o  t h i s  t i n e ,  you know, t h e  same problems r e -  

occur  because i t ' s  t h e  same system you see .  So t % e r e f o r e  t h e  

people  w e l l  be more ed-ucated and t h e y  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e y  can no t  r e a l l y  

depend of b i g  busn inesses  even i f  t h e y  have - tha t  mass procluction 

which c o s t  l e s s  t o  produce because you s e e  t h e r e  i s  something i n '  

human n a t u r e  t h a t  pro!?_ibits  a  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  needs os  t h e  

people  because you s e e  he re  t h e  gu-y who owns t h e  goods does n o t  

want t o  g i v e  i - t  t o  somebody withou.-t 'tlie p r i s e  t h a t  g i v e s  him pro- 

f i t s  s e e ,  

I n  an underd-ieveloped coundtry i ' t  i s  ha rde r  f o r  t h e  government 

t o  r e a d j u s t  a s  i t  does i n  t h i s  coun-try from -time t o  time because 

t e h  b i g  f u s i n e s s  t o t a l l y  con t ro  t h e  government, l i k e  Marcos, and s 

so  t h e  Revolut ion w i l l  come t h e r e .  See Marcos got  t o  do j u s t  what 

-the b i g  bus iness  wants ,  -to s t a y  i n  power he got  t o  have m a r t i a l  

law and t h e  bus inesses  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  because t h e r e  a r e  no Unions 

and t h e  pa.y of wages i s  so  low t h a t  t h e y  make a  lo-b f o  p r o f i t s  and 



11 i t  s a t i s f i e s  some people  cause  t h e y  g e t  r i c h e r .  -.hen t o  a c e r t a i n  

e x t e n t  some pepple  who can g e t  some jobs and be f avo red  by t h e  &xi 

d i c - t a t o r s b i p . l  But t h e  masses of t h e  people  g e t  worse and worse and 

XBE worse and worse and t h e y  w i l l  r i s e .  

A s  f a r  as I know about  t h e  church  I d o n ' t  know ve ry  much b u t  

I w a s  r a i s e d  as a C a t h o l i c  and I belonged t o  a r e l i g i o u s  f ami ly  

5 came from t h a t  k ind  of a  fami ly .  But I became r e b e l l i o u s  t o o  

because what I heard  about  r e l i g i o n  s i  t h a t  it i s  some k ind  of a  

r e l a t o n s h i p  between God and man and t h a t  t h e  church i s  auppose t o  

preach  abou-t t h e  l i E e  of J e s u s  Chr i s - t ,  you know. He i d e n t i f i e d  

h i s  l i f e  $0 t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  poor  peoole .  But I look  a t  t h e  

church and it looks  l i k e  t h e  church i s  -the one t h a t  i s  v e r y  much 

r e s p o n c i b l e  i n  -the e x p l o i t a t i o n  and th.e enslavement of my own peope. 

And $%I s o  t h e r e f o r e ,  I d i d n ' t  ag ree  on t h a t .  I agreed  w i t h  bhe 

p h i l i o s o l - ~ h y  of C h r i s i a n t i t y  bu-t I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  p h i l i o s s p y  

of h e l p i n g  t h e  poor be longs  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a lone .  I t h i n k  t h e  

o t h e r  people  wlio b e l i e v e  i n  ano the r  r e l i s i o n ,  I t h i n  t h e y  a r e  

do ind  t h e  same t h i n g ,  p r each ing  t h e  same t h i n g .  So,  what I have 

s e e n  w a s  n o t  i n  agreement w i t h  what t h e y  were t e a c h i n g  and so  I 

an-L- 'GO be more p r a c t i c a l .  I d id -n ' t  l i k e  -the id-ea t h a t  t h e y  use  
f 

t o  s c a r e  t h e  people  i n  t h e  churches  and promise something i n  r e t u r n  

f o r  a good l i f e  and an e n t e r n a l  l i f e  wliicli people  a r e n ' t  evend 

s u r e  w i l l  be.  Cause you know -to me it  i s  beyond i-he human concept  

of kiiowing wha-l- ur%x%13 God r e a l l y  i d .  Tha-t ' s  some-l-hing y u  can have 

a  l o t  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Like f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e r e  i s  some k ind  of 

a  tlo.eo-r;rj~ o r  some k ind  of an  i s s u e  where t h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t  i s  -l-lie 
, j?--: p,!J5[,@,/~... 

c  ause  of -r and v i s e  v e r s a .  I-t l ooks  kkzk l i k e  i n  every  ma-Lter 

t h e r e  i s  some k ind  of a energy  s s e e  and sometimes you can noJc 

d i f e r e n t i a % e  between l i k e  and e l e c t r i c i t y .  And I d o n ' t  know, 
t h e  inan imate  m a t t e r  t h a t  I a m  t a l k i n g a b o u t ,  s e e  v~hen -they look 



a-t i t  i n  t h e  microscope,  and -they see  i-l?e v i b r a t i o n s  t h e r e .  You 

s e e  t h e  a-toms a r e  moving, yourknow. And even i n  t h e  toughes '~  

m a t e r i a l  l i k e  s t e e l ,  s e e  i t  looks  l i k e  i - t s  v e r y  compart when you 

a r e  looking  a t  i t  o r  when younare f e e l i n g  it hi?-ia-t r e a l l y  xkss the$  

a r e  n o t  toge ' ther .  The8 XEE atoms t h e r e  a r e  r e v o l v i n g  and if t h e  

atoms t h e r e  a r e  r e v o l v i n g  t h e r e  o r  v i b r a t i n g  then  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

r e a l l y  t o g e t h e r .  I - t ' s  a  - th ing t h a t  I can n o t  r e a l l y  undres tand  

ve ry  ivell  because I am n o t  a  s c i e n t i s t  and I d i d n ' t  even t a k e  up 

phys ic s  v e r y  much. I use t o  f a l l  a s l e e p  d u r i n g  my phys ic s  cgass  

and g e t  a  head-ache. 

I'm g l a d  tha-b t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  churches  a r e  

p r e s u r i n g  t h e  o l d e r  o  e s  t o  change and I khink -l-hat t h e y  are 

doing t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  and t h a t ' s  why I am n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  church 

because 2~ou s e e  you g o t  t o  g i v e  t h e  church a  chance t o  h e l p  t h e  pe 

people  b u t  if t h e  church d o e s n ' t  h e l p  t h e  people  then  I d o n ' t  c a r e  

about  t h e  church.  Because i n s t e a d  of h e l p i n g  t h e  people  ri-t makes 

l i k e  more rnisreable  t h e n  I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  s o u l  

and t h e  body a r e  concern.ed, w e l l ,  ~anxrxx I t l i ink  you g o t  t o  have t h e  

two and you g o t  no cho i se  and you g o t  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  body f i r s t  

cause t h a t ' s  where your s o u l  i s  and your judgement and your . 
&n2! .: ., , .., - :~[ .: ..:* 

consc ience  t o o  a r e  r e a l l y  corning from your1  own f e e l h ) = i f  

you d.onl-t have y0u.r needs t h e y  you don'  -l- vhave good judgement 

and s o  t h e r e f  o r e e  you a r e  harmful t o  y u r  Te l lo l .~~  m-an r a t h e r  t h a n  

t h e l p f u l .  

My philosophy i s  s o r t  of p r a c t i c a l ,  i f  t h e  church i s  h e l p i n g  

tbhe  people  , working wi th  t h e  people  t h e n  i t  ' s  good, bu-l- i f  i - t  I s  

no t  he lpo ing  t h e  people  t h e n  I d o n ' t  want i t .  The same wi th  t h e  

IJilion , a s  long a s  it i s  h e l p i n g  t h e  people  -then vie should suppor t  

i t  and work f o t  i t  b u t  a s  soon a s  it s t o p s  he lpoing  t h e  people  

then  i t ' s  no use .  
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I became a  U.S. c i -bizen a f t e r  t h e  war because when I was i n  
w P J  

t e h  army were induced t o  become U.S. c i t i a e n s  b u t  t h e r e  was 

a  grea-t  res isJcance among -the F i l i p i n o s  -to become c i t i z e n  a s  a  

r e 5 u l t  of our  exper iences  o u t s i d e  of t h e  Army. They were very  

unp a a n t  and. we were very  mu.ch h u r t  because what we l ea rned  i n  

books and a  l i t t l e  l e a r n i n g  i n  books kn t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  was e n t i r e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  whencl. w e  came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Now we d i d n ' t  

exper ience  p r e j u d i c e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p $ i n e s  be cause a.s f a r  a s  I ' m  

concerned,  mh a i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  whether he was white  o r  b l ack  

o r  anybody he was always admi-t ted,  he was not  r e a l l y  d..iscrirnina.l-ed 

because of h i s  c o l o r .  '%en when we came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  we f 

found ou t  t h a t  t h e  poeple  d i d n ' t  \?,ran-t u s  he re .  

I ques'cion t h . e i r  r i g h t  t o  t e a c h  people i n  f o r e i n g  cou.ntries 
* I  

o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  t e l l i n g  them t h a t  t h e k A  e r i c a n  peoples  a r e  

godd and t h e n  v~hen t h e  people come i n  then  +hey t r e a t  them t h e  

oppos i t e  way. So -IhaJc's k ind  of dkcepi-ion -Lo me. Ss:wzza So when 

I was asked t o  be an American c i t i z e n  i n  t h e  army I d id-n ' t  want 

t o  be an Amerkcan c i t i z e n  because t h e y  d id-n ' t  t r e a t  me r i g h t  

when I was outsid-e.  Then t h e y  a l s o  put  on my paper  when I comes 

t o  t h e  c o l o r  t h e y  pu-t i n  my paper  whi te  and then  when I g o t  ou t  

r;l_:r job was s t i l l  t h e  same and I d i d n ' t  have any b e t - t e r  oportuni-ty 

t o  be i n  a  b e t t e r  posi-Lion you know. So I T e l t  t h a t  t h e  Amercican 

c - t i z e n s h i p  could no t  improve my l i k e .  So I d i d n ' t  want and l a t e r  

on I fou-lfid ou't tb-a-k i f  I have t o  s t a y  i n  - t h i s  cow-ntry -Lh.en I have 

e x e r c i s e  my r ig l i - t s ,  maj~be I can vo te  and alsomaj~be I can buy a  l o t  

some proper-by, g ive  me a  l j_ -k t le  advantage.  And then  i f  sornetb.ing 

happen then  t h e y  won't just k i c k  me out  of -the coun t ry  because I ' m  

a  c i t i z e n  of t h e  United S-bates see .  So my c i t i z e n s h i p  was r e a l l y  



decided f o r  some kind of pe r sona l  convience not  t h a t  I be l ieved 

e x a c t l y  what they  were saying  about being democratic and t h e  

American people had. been wond-erful and t h a t  th ing .  Now ofcourse 

I a l s o  see  t h a t  t h e  people who a r e  so  mixed up i n  t h i s  c0u.n-try 

t h a t  it was no t  only the P i l i p i n o s  who had come through i n  t h e  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and t h e  r a c i a l  p re jud ice  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  bu t  
t& t;>:x*-. 

Blso the-s themselves.  Like Yorinstande I heard a  l o t  of 

s t o r i e s  t o  about t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  t h e  I * i s h ,  about t h e  German., and 

about t h e  Jews. But i n  my s t a y  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  I have been 

mostly wj-th -the Jews when I was i n  t h e  c i t y .  

I would never encourage my b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  -to cone l i v e  

here .  Fly bro-L-lier d i d  ask  me i f  he could come and I -bold him if 

you. r.vant 'to go t o  school  you s t a y  t h e r e  'oecau-se over here  I can 

no t  su-ppor-kgou, i t  c o s t s  t o  much. Beree I ea rn  a  l i t t l e  money bu-t 

t h e r e  $1 w i l l  be two pesos so I ' l l  be a b l e  t o  he lp  you out  bu t  you 

conel  over here  you got  t o  ea rn  your own way, I can n o t  he lp  you, 

maybe a l i t t l e  b i t  but  no t  much because here you see  I s a i d  t h a t  

it c o s t s  a  l o t  more. That was t h e  reason no t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  want him 

t o  cone and go through t h e  same experience but  r e a l l y  I f e l t  t h a t  

h i s  educat ion  was more importnat  t h a n  t o  come and see  t h i n g s  here  

and I s a i d  t h a t  i f  some day you want -to come over here  when you 

f i n i s h  then  you come 8 ~ .  Now ofcourse I wish t h a t  I had someone 

here of my family.  Se l i k e  my s i s t e r ' s  o l d e s t  son,  I t h i n k  he s a i d  

some-thing, and then  I s a i d ,  I was basy then  here  wi th  'the Union 

and I d i d n ' t  pay much a t . t e n t i o n  . Z%And I s a i d  t o  myself ,  " i f  he 

wants t o  come, he can come". Bu-t I c a n ' t  kgive him t h e  money, I d o n ' t  

need -to g ive  him -L-lie money. And -tlien he d i d n ' t  come he wen.-l- -Lo l i is  

X W & ~ E  u n c l e ,  ny b r o t h e r ,  and my bro-ther i s  a lawyer L-here i n  TtIInd.a.nao # ,  

So nobody i n  my faraily r e a l l y  know what I'm doing. Soinedag 
I , i s i J ~  ].lome a f - t e r  t h e  m a r t i a l  law. Then I wall-i- .Lo go home 



t o  see .  Sure  i - t  would be nhce i - r  a  n i e c e  o r  a  nephew wou-ld come. 

See ,  -tlie younges'i- son of my s i s t e r  i s  s tudy ing  medicine,  he wants 

-to be a  d-octor and I wish he would m come. 

Leonor l i v e s  i n  I l l o c o s  Nor te ,  h e r  son l i v e s  i n  Cebu-and 

Sornetir!nes you might wonder what do I consid.er my coun t ry ,  

]?ere o r  t h e r e .  \ J e l l ,  l e t  me s a y  t h i s  about  i t  and I want t o  be 

ve ry  hones t .  See ,  I t h i n k  it has  something -Lo do wi-Lli my ph i l io sophy  

t h a t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  people  should be a b l e  t o  choose wherever t h e y  

t h e y  wan.t t o  be and- I d-on't  agree  wi th  some people  th.at  I SEE 

should. ID: go back -Lo t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  o r  jusb go ba.clc where t h e y  

come from, I d-onl t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t .  Before  I was v e r y  mush h u r t  

i e i i  people  told. me .Lo go back where I belong.  Then I am a  

c i t i z e ! )  of t h i s  coun-t ry ,  when I came h e r e  I was a  n a t i o n a l .  But 

when I g o t  back I would be a  f o r e i g n e r  because t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i s  

a l r e a d y  an independent  coun-try , a  sove r ign  coun t ry  and I ' m  a 

ci.i;izen of - t l i is  count ry .  So t o  me my f e e l i n g s  toward t l ie  P h i l i p p i e n e s  

i s  condj--;;Toned by myk:f;;xxmzw ati;achmen'~ -Lo my own people .  S e e ,  

-i;!ie P l? i l ipp ines  i s  a s  impor-bani; t o  rfle a s  i s  -i-he Ulii te?~ S t a t e s ,  

if I -bry -to cons ide r  t h e  in-l-eres-bs of o t h e r s ,  o-l-her people  a l s o ,  

I -tliin!.r Bbakz.: t h e  o-the:? par-Ls of -Lhe world a r e  j u s t  a s  impor tan t  

a s  t h e  I l f i i l i ~ p i i n e s  and th.e United S-[;a-Lea. So t h e r e y o r e ,  I would. 
- s a y  t h a t  I belong t o  t h e  ~ v ~ o r l d ,  even as an American c i -k izen ,  J. hold  

concenl1~7a-ked to  se rve  themaelves and bet-ber -l-hemselves. @ecamw 

I consid-er myself an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s l ; .  

You. know, I can 20 -Lo Trance ,  j- go-l- f r iend-s .  I ' m  ve ry  proud. of 

t h e  : fact  t h a t  one of t h e  t h i n s s  I ' v e  g o t  from be ing  i n  t h e  Union 
1 .  i s  aee-s~.ng neople  - find !?akej.ng soocl f r i e n d s  from people  a l l  over  t l i t  



world. See t h e  U-nion shouldnl-b j u s t  r e p r e s e n t  farmworkers h e r e ,  

i t  should r e p r e s e n t  farmworkers a l l  over and i t ' s  n o t  only  farm- 

workers cause I f e e l  t h a t  a l l  t h e  people of t h e  world,  poor people  

e s p e c i a l l y  and. t h  o t h e r s  who a r e  b e t t e r  off  should h.elp, so it w i l l  

be a  mutual t h i n g ,  I t ' s  no t  only  f o r  t h e  bet-Lerment of t h e  poor 

people bu.t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of a l l .  - - 


