Jorge Mariscal Comments on Richard Cook’s Essay/Review
Richard Baldwin Cook’s essay is a complex journey not only through the two books under review but through a complicated social movement with unique characteristics seldom seen in American history. I love what he says about why there is no need to repent or apologize for what one did in an earlier part of one's life. 

Are we to believe that  human beings are static and not transformed by the ever-changing  contexts in which we find ourselves? Cesar changed over time; so did 
the political landscape; and so did all the volunteers. Cook  wisely advises us to accept that change and move on. To not do so is do deny history and accept the fantasy of the individual who is  created fully formed and not subject to radical transformation by  shifting objective conditions.

I agree with him that there are many more books to be written. From my own personal perspective, I would love to see a book by a Mexican  American/Chicano-a author who could add another layer to the labor  union/religious vocation narrative, that is, what the union meant to a racialized community that had been told it was inferior since 1848  and how an agricultural union decolonized vast numbers of urban youth  across the Southwest. In other words, there is so much more the union accomplished that lies beyond the ken of non-Chicano writers.
 
Anyway, the debate continues. Given what the white supremacists are doing in Arizona, it occurs to me that in 1993 Cesar went there to die for their sins.
