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Conference Proceedings: Getting Started

The term “conference proceeding” generally refers to the published record of presentations at

scholarly meetings, symposia, workshops, summer schools, etc.

Complete transactions are not

always published for every conference. Extended abstracts, digests of papers, invited papers and
poster sessions are examples of what may be published.

Conference proceedings can be difficult to find. They fall into a gray area between books and

journals and can be cataloged in different ways.

Proceedings may be listed in different places in

ROGER and MELVYL Catalog depending on how they are treated. Extra help finding conference
proceedings is available at the S&E library reference desk.

STEP ONE: Understand your citation*

You can tell that a reference is a conference
paper by the way the citation is formatted. An
“In” within the reference indicates that the
article in question is published inside a larger
work, such as a whole book or conference.
Look for the words conference, meeting,
symposium, workshop, seminar etc. in the
titte. They also show that you have a citation
for a conference paper/proceeding.

Another hint: The italicized title is generally

Article Author Publication Date Title of Paper or Talk

~

Peters, K. 1994. Proton antiproton
annihilation into two mesons at rest
and in flight. In Proceedings of the Title of Whole

Third Biennial Conference on Low Proceedings
Energy Antiproton Physics, Beld,

Slovenia, 12-17 September 1994.
/ Singapore: World Scientific, 3-19\

for the entire proceeding. Conference
Location and
*Use “Finding Conference Citations by Date Place of Publication and Publisher Pages
Subject” if you don’t have a reference handy.
STEP TWO: Start with the online catalog USE ROGER IF:

best suited to your citation

You will need to try all methods in ROGER
and MELVYL Catalog before you can safely
conclude that UCSD does not own the
proceedings you seek. Remember that
interlibrary loan is available for those
proceedings that UCSD does not own.

e You have the exact conference name or
¢ You have only keywords from the conference title

USE MELVYL IF:

e The proceedings were published in a journal or

e You have a conference title with a volume number or
¢ You know the conference sponsor

Hint: If you are looking for IEEE or ACM conference proceedings
Try IEEE Xplore or ACM Digital Library, which are available from the
S&E homepage (http://scilib.ucsd.edu/).

STEP THREE: Use the other conference
proceedings handouts for detailed
instructions

OTHER HANDOUTS:

¢ Finding Conference Proceedings with ROGER

¢ Finding Conference Proceedings with MELVYL Catalog
¢ Finding Conference Citations by Subject
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