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La PUNTA de los MUERTOS

Et is not enough to tell the simple story of what
happened at La Punta de los Muartos; though the story is
touching enough to enlist our sympathy and interesting enough
to hold oqé attantion; To understand the reasons for la
Punta de 1$a Muertos and its significance one must know some-
thing of what came before as well as what followed affer. The
adverse conditions besetting the San Antonio and the San Carlos,
were causes that wrote on the map the name la Punta de los
Muertos; or Dead Men's Point, as surely as the ploneers of the
Sacre? Expeditioy of Galvez were the founders of California.
It is, therefore, necessary to describe in some detail the

voyages of the San Antonic and the San Carlos, (the Mayflower

of the Paoific); the ships that brought the first colonists to
San Diego Bay.

The story of La Punta de los Muertos is the story
of the birth of California.l It is a fascinating story., It
begins with high hopes and a splendid vision of an emlarged
témporal empire as well as a g;eat apiritual‘one. An empire
extended and upheld on the one hand by the soldiers, the
eivil orricers; and the state; and on the other hand, es=-
tablishad; nurturad; and brought to a success that appeared
most improbable at first, through the untiring efforts of
Father Serra and his padres, It descends to the depths of
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deepest despair., Death laid a heavy hand upon the project
and almost strangled it at its inception. But these were
heroie méq. They fought hunger and cold, adversity, despair,
death - and conquered., They became the founders of Cali-
fornia, the harbingers of ecivilization on the Pacific goast.
'?he Bay of San Diego was discovered in the year
1542 by Jﬁgn Rodriguez Cabrillo, who named it San Miguel,
Sixty year; later, in the year 1602, while exploring the
coast of California, Sebastian Viseaino (Vizcafno), the
Spanish navigator and explorer, visited it. He re-named
it san Diego de Alcala - not after St. James, as is often
asserted, but after 8t., Diego, a holy Franciscan who lived
in the 15th century at Alcala de Henares, in New Castile.l
Viseaino gave a glowing account of the new land,
Its spacious harbors, towering trees, majestic mountains,
and fertile soils won his unstinted praise and begot in
the Spaniards a desire to possess them. But the Spanish
Government had all it could attend to in other parts of its
far flung empire, and at home, Funds were not available to

carry out the project of occupying the land. So the desire
slept - for one hundred and sixty-seven years; until the

greedy advance of the Russians down the west coast from

l. Aubrey Drury, California: an intimate guide, 33.




Alaska to Central California, and the covetous maneuvers of
both the English and the French awakened the Spanish Crown
to the necessity of oceupying Alta California or losing
eontrol of New Spain.'

Charles III, one of the great kings of Spanish
hiatory; was on the'throne, He decided to carry out the
plan rormndfﬁy'relipe IIT asearly as 1600, He was fortu~-
nate in asou}ing persons peculiarly fitted for the task in
hand - that of further exploring and colonizing Alta Cali-
fornia, José de Galvez, whom he appointed Visitor-general
of New Spain was a man of unbounded energy and enthusiasm
and this became his pet scheme pk such an extend that he is
often referred to as its rather.‘ He left no stone unturned
to insure its success, He worked; planned, organized, en=-
couraged and inspired, Others caught the fire of his
enthusiasm and lent a ready hand,

Don Gaspar de Portold was made commander-in-chief
of the entire force - hence the name often applied, The
Portola Expedition., He was a courageous Spanish soldier of
the old school; somewhat jealous of his rights, determined
almost to the point of obstinacy, and loyal to the inatruof
tions of his superiors, Another person whose presence was, :
no doubt, as important to the success of the enterprise as
that of any other was Father Junfﬁero Serra of the Franciscan

Order, who marshaled the spiritual forees of the expedition,




He had long wanted to be a missionary to the benighted
heathen, to gather them under the protecting wings of the
chureh, To ’p}im as to Galvez the cause was a holfrone and
its greatest objective was the establishment of %he-catholic
faith among the gentiles, Hence it was known ;:T?he Sacred
Expedition of Galvez.

Théfexpedition was divided into four parts - two
divisions by iand and two by sea. The land forces were
under Portold and Rivera ¥y Moncada while the two valsels;
the San Carlos and the San Antonio were commanded by Captain
Viecente Vila (who was also commander of the sea diviaiona);
and Captaln Perez; respectively,

The Sen Carlos was loaded at the San Blas warehouse
with an extremely heavy cargo of what were considered the
necessities of the expedition. It was estimated they had ;
foed supplies for a year, in additioh to a few live eattle,
tools; aeads; chureh furnishings and 1;000 pesos in money.
After a stormy erossing of the Gulf of California, the san
Carlos put into the harbor of La Paz in an unseaworthy con-
dition, Here it was repaired and made ready for its long
Journey. It was a vessel of only two hundred tons and
carried eleven sails, Besides her craw.there were Lieutenant
Pedro Fages with twentybfive Catalan volunteers, Fray Hernando
Parron, Dr. Pedro Prat, four cooks, two blacksmiths, servant

boys, and others,



Galvez gave Vila his final instructions and
impressed upon him the objectives of the expedition whieh
were in ﬁ?ief: (1) to establish the Catholic faith, (2) to
extend the Spanish domain; and (3) to check the ambitious
schemes of foreign powers, ‘.

Father Serra came on board January 6, 1769 and
blessed tﬂé packet, sang the mass and blgssed the standards.
"The 1itan} was sung and other devotions to Our Lady." Cap-
tain vila weighed anchor at midnight January 9. The é&g
Carlos stopped at Cape San Lucas for water and to take on
hny; then on the night of January 15; set sail for San Diego.
All were elated and expectant. Little did they know what
awaited them, The next day Galvez olim?ad a high hill to
look for the San Carlos. There she was, unable to make any
hagdway because of contrary winds., All day = yea,'tor four
anxious days he watched the San Carlos struggle with th?
wind and wave to no avail, But finally the wind abated, the
San Carlos gathered vay; and the mists of the gray ocean
swallowed her, Silence and loneliness enveloped her,

_ Her sister ahip; the San Antonio, salled a month
later, The crew and cargo were much the same as that of the
San Carlos. 'Under? & Captain Perez' skillful guidance; and
generally favorable winds; the shlp sped merrily along to its
destination, Yh? all was not well with the sailors and pas-

sengers, Seurvy, the scourge of the sea overtook them, Many




were ill and some died, All on board were sick or disabled
except fathers viseaino and Gomez., After forty=-rive daya at
sea they rmivod safely at the Port of San Diego April 11.
1769, fully expeeting to find the Sgn Carles riding within
the proteeting arms of land-locked San Diego Bays

,.u they eantered the narrow inlet lhioh the proud
san Diogo+n now call the silver Gate they looked in va.‘..n
for the gSan Carles., Only the placid waters ur the bay, the
towering snow=clad mountains, the silent pi.nea, and the won=
dering awe-struek natives greeted their eyes, rast Point
Gul jarros they niled; rounded the headland and east anchor
behind Loma's projecting arm, safe from the winds and waves,

The superstiticus whims, fears, and conjectures of
sailors of that day the world mr; woere by no means lacking
in the sallors who manned the San Antonio., Amazed Indians
gathered on Point loma and stared wide-eyed at those who had
been wafted hither on the backs of "whales with wings," As
the sick and weary sailors set foot on tho sandy shores of
the little harbor bahind Point Guijarros, later eallad the
anehorase, the Indians, fearful, yet consumed with euriosity,
advanced warily to meet them, The sun had been shining
brightly but now 1ts drightness slowly dimmed, These ehildren
of nature and the sailors alike were quick to note ths change.
Was this a sign from heaven signalizing the coming of these
strange white men? Awe-struck the Indians watched and waited,




Their absorbing interest in the strangers was shifted to the
phencmenon of a solar eclipse, which was followed by an
earthqua&e. The aailors,too; were impressed - their super=-
stitious fears aroused, The darkness settled down upon them,
The earth writhed and swayed, the great ocean was in tumult,
Was this the end - the day of doom? In abject fear the
sallors r§11 upon their knees; imploring the saints' preé=
tection; ;hila the imitative children of nature did likewise,
But the earth calmed her troubled salr; the veiled eye of
heaven looked again upon the earth with its accustomed
brightnesa; and the sallors and Igdians alike arose from their
knees with a déep sense of relief,

On February 20th the enthusiastic Galvez had written:
"§e have not had a day ar?northuest eee the yinda have been so
favorable th§t we all deaﬂ the ships as already at the doors
of San Diego, aﬁd even as at anchor in that port, Both sail
like birds." |

The sailing antics of the Sagn Carlos uere; howevar;
decidedly unbird-like., On the zlst; six days out from Cape
San Lucas, Captain yila was alarmed by the report of the
ships's caulker that there were "three-and-a-half inches o

2 R
water in the pump,"” The ship was laboring in heavy seas,

2, "'Vicente Vila's diary," Academy of Pacific Coast History
Publications, II, 15. :




pltehing and rolling, tossed about like a chip on the heaving
billows. 'Well might Vila be alarmeds He knew that if the
water in ihe pump was salt water; the boat was leaking, They
must examine all the seams from the inside. The ecaulker
might have to get out in a little box slung over the ship's
side, whilu hanging there dashed this way and that by the
rolling shﬂp, buffeted by the winds and threatened by the
leaping waves, he would lave to caulk the oakum into the open=
ing aeama; lest all be lost, ‘

The roaring winds and the angry sea made steering
the ship a dirficult and dangerous task, Often when a huge
waeve struck the rudder, the tiller (an iron bar by whieh the
rudder was moved) would swing with great foree., About four
o*elock the merning of the seventh, Augustin Nedina, &
sailor; stepped too near the tiller, It swung viciously and
poor lMedina lay moaning on the deck with a broken 1eg; their
first casualty., Dr. Prat; the surgeon was called to assuage
the pain and give him the best treatment the circumstances
would permit,

The work of salling the vessel through the heavy
sea was arduous in the extreme, The vigorous exercise in
the open air gave the seamen ravenous appetites, When the
talk in hand was finished they rushed to the galley for
nfirst helpina;" but sometimes this did not help much. With
a sudden lurch of the vessel a collision of two would-be
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diners often bumped heads and sent rations flying far from
eager mouths, or the dashing wave swished into the sea as
food for f;shes, the hungry sailor's dinner.

They were thirsty too, but the water was strictly
rationed, They had pumped out the "three and a half inches
of water" fiound in fha pump on the sixth day out, but on
the seventﬂ\', they found there the same amount = not of salt
water as they BUPpOBBd; but of fresh water., They examined
the casks and found to their dismay that the violence with
which the vessel pitched, rolled, and lunged about had caused
the staves of the casks to spread. Two casks vsré quite empty
and one reduced to half its volume. The next day still more

casks were found to be empty, and the remaining ones only
3

" half full, This condition caused Vvila great anxiety. Vila

made frequent surveys of the ship, making every effort to
conserve the water and to forece the ship through the unruly
seas toward her destinastion,

On February 12, 1769; the Sen Carlos hed been
fighting wind and wave for twenty-seven days, having covered
a distance of 967 miles; a daily average of thirty-six miles
= not a very bird-like performance, On one fortunate day

they made ninety-three miles.

Se"Vicente Vila's diary," Academy of Pacific Coast History
Publications, II, 15, ' ;
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They sighted the Island of Guadalupe on February
15 = one month from the day théy saF sail, For four weary
days the}‘made every effort to land, dbut contrary winds
made this impossible, At last Vila gave it up and sailed
south examining the coast as he went., He encountered ex-
treme col@‘weathar. Four hundred and fifty miles farther
south he sailed but not a harbor could he find, He had
now traveiad about 1;500 miles and the ggg.gggigé necded
repairing badly. The water was ruhning low. %hey had al=-
most glven up hope of finding a landing place, when they
sighted the Island of cedroé. Here with g?eat difficulty
they filled nine casks with brackish water, carried them
three=quarters of e league over a road full.ct,steap places;
: aﬁd finally hoisted them aboard, They then proceeded on
their waye.

Late in Mareh (the 19th) they found better water
on another island, hBut the bad water had already done its
secret mischief, Now they had water; but not a whiff of
wind, Here they waited impatiently until March 28; when a
freshening wind filled the sails of the gggigggéég'and she
headed out to sea in a westerly direction., They sailed
westward for a full week., Then they sighted the Island of
Guadalupe; where they had tried to land a month and a half
berore; and the contrary winds had carried them out to sea,

Now, (April 4th) they did not care so much about landing




sinee they had water; but were most anxious to get on with
the Jou;ney northward, But that was the very thing they
eould an do, VWestward, still westward the relentless
winds drove the ship for twelve endless days. Three hun-
dred miles out to sea; they were driven every mile farther
away rrdﬁ their goal, Captain Vila Knew by his calculations
that the{Port of San Diego was receding. He knew something
else that was extremely disquieting. Scurvy, was creeping
stealthily upon his erew, On April the nineteonth it
seized the first of its vietims, Fernando Alvarez, the
boatswain's second mate and cockswain of the launch, wheo
was buried at sea, The sickness was spreading and anxiety
was inereasing, ;

| On the 16th the wind had chengoed, and they were
at last headed north, though their progress was uncertain,
On the twentlieth they made eighty-seven knots; but the

next day shifting winds and a choppy sea reduced their 9&-
vance for a long twenty-four hours to a mere nine knots,
while rain squalls and fog made the ship a dismal den, The
ship reeked with moisture and nauseating odors because of
its overladen condit;nn and the sielmess that was fast

spreading among them, J

4. "Vicente Vila's diary," Academy of Pacific Coast History
Publications, II, 71,
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Vila writes: "Sunday, April 23. On this day the
sick and those who had not fulfilled their religious duties
conressa&‘and received the sacrament.” Those who were able,
dressed themselves in their best clothes - if they had any -
and entered the oonreséional chamber heavy-hearted, to emerge
in a more hopeful mood.

‘?ays crept by. But the scurvy made haste. Tt
attacked the strongest and speedily reduced them to the state

of 1iving skeletons. The second victim, Manuel Reyes the
| pilot, was 1owe£ed to a watery grave, April 24th. Over one-
half the crew were helpless. The fetid air, the poor and
scanty food (for much of it had spoiled and little was left),
and the general air of gloom that had settled over them did
not tend to hasten recovery. Their prayers comforted them,
but their probable fate was the anxious thought of every
soul. Those who were yet able to be about - and their num-
ber was decreasing daily - were weak and depressed. They
scanned the horizon in vain. No leand came to view. Only
waves - ceaseless oncoming waves. Would they ever reach
the haven? The stoutest hearts faltered. Comrades were
dying, hope was sinking.

Suddenly the exeited voice of the boy who tendedr
the hourglass rang out: "Land! Land!" The glad tidings

revived their sinking hopes. The siek sat up, and cheerful-

ness replaced gloom.




But the journey was not finished though the end
was almost in sight, They sighted land on April 26th and
oontinueé‘to go n?rth to latitude thirgy-three degrees and
fifty-six minutes, which point was reached April 27th.
v1scafﬁo's-(Vizcafno) diary had advised going to latitude
thirty-four degrees before turning south because in this way
he would ﬁéve the ad?antage of favorable northwest winds in
the Senta ?arbara Channel, thus aveiding the neecessity of
tacking. According to Viscafno's reckeoning, San Diego was
in latitude thirty-three degrees, but actually it was half
a degree farther south, Thus Vila sajled Lis ship too far
north by one hundred und sixty miles,

They took their course down the Santa Barbara
Channel and on the morning of April 28th, when the fog
lifted, the rocky islets which Visca{no called Los Coronados
came in-vicw, "They were the best and surest marks for
making the port of San niaga.“s ,

It was high time the voyage was concluded, The
long voyage and cold weather had multiplied the hardships of
this erewless ship T—for crewless indeed it was, Two had
already died, Also, twenty-two sallors and ten of the

soldiers of Fages were crowded into the nmarrow stinking hold

5, "Vicente Vila's dlary," Academy of Pacifie Coast History
Publications, II, 89.
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of this death ship, stricken with scurvy. This terrible
disease had made rapid strides since they began drinking
the bradkiah water secured at Cedros Island. First i1t at-
tacked the legs, causing them to become huge swollen mﬁsasn.
Their ams hung limp and their teeth fell out. Those who
could move at all staggered at their tasks.

'TNow with the greatest effort they furled the sails
and made £he ship ready to enter the harbor of San Diego.
As if their lot was not hard enough, they now encountered
ney troubles when the San Carlos became entangled in the
seaweed of a kelp field that grew in great profusion outside
the harbor. At one place the ship failed to respond to the
helm and almost ceased to move. Eventually, by hugging the
shore and feeling their way by frequent soundings they
cleared the fields of seaweed, and at Tfive o'clock in the
afternoon of 4April 29th, 1¥69 passed through the Silver Gate.
A% Tive o'clock A.M. April 30th, they rounded Point Gui jarros
and came %o the anchorage or little harbor where they dis~
covered the San Antonio. Here they dropped anchor. All on
board hﬁd come under the blight of scurvy.

Yes, the ship had salled into the harbor. It was
indeed the San Carlos. But it might have been a ghost ahip
for all the activity on board, though they did fire a salute
in enswer to the San An%onio's booming guns. Wo boat was put

out. Not a foot trod the deck. She was as silent as a tomd
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after the echoes of the salute died away., Captain Perez
and his men wondered. His own crew had not fared so well
for tha}; too, were scurvy-ridden,

At last Captain Perez decided to investigate.
Aceordingly, he selected a few sailors who were well enough
to man tép launch and together with Fray Juan Goméz and

Fray Jﬁaﬁ Viscafno made his way to the San Carlos, arriving

about eight o'elock P,M, Captain Perez climbed aboard to
extend his greetings to Captain Vila, While Vila and Ferez
held an earnest conversation Captaln Fagas; Constanso, and
Estorace joined those in the launah and immediately they
set out to find a suitable watering place,

one of the main objects of the expedition, was to
occupy.the port of Monterey, which Viscaino had so glowingly
deseribed. But considering the circumstances, Captain Vila
decided thet this was impossible, He wrote:a

Considering the condition of the
San Carlos ... that this packet had
only two seamen in good health; that
the rest were ill ;with more than half
the soldiers in similar condition, -
without medicine and fresh food to
help them, as everything had been eaten
up on the yoyage; and in addition to
this; seeing that the surgeon, Don Pedro
Prat, was unable to-help owing to his
own serious illness,... for all these
reasons I determined to delay the
voyage of the San Antonio.

6, "Vicente Vilats diary," Academy of Pacific Coast History
Publications, II, 97,
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The two ships were now riding at anchor near
Point Guijarros safe from storms in a haven of rest. Behind
or back of?;hem was the bold headland which Cabrillo in 1542
called La Punta de california.7 "La Loma de San Diegol"
was the glad cry that burst from the lips of Moncada's
faithful ro¥lovars as they stood upon the mesa above the bay
and saw thii;landmark of San Diego Bay for the first time,
Custom has ébbreviated the name Point chma.8 It is indeed
a very important point in California history. ‘
Had the Spanlards been in a mood to appreciate it,
there was mueh in the scene thatllay before them to excite
their admiration and intrigue their intereﬁt. Te the south
lay the bulging head and long narrow neck of the Coronado
Peninsula which guards the harbor from the Pacific with
its white glistening sands, whiech is now called the silver
Strand. Outsida; the barking seal, the spouting whale and
the rolling porpoise add life to the scene, Pelicans ride
the smooth hack of the ocean swell like stately ships. Myriads
of ducks dot the water of the bay while along the shore scud

7. Winifred Davidson, Where Californie bagan, 52. '
8, The name "Punta de 1a Loma de San Diego" or "Point of the
Hill of san Diego"™ probably first appeared on Don Juan '
Pantoja y Arriago's map of 1782, Davidson, Where Calirornia
began, 63-68; H. He, Bancroft, History of callfornia, 456
map)s Z. S. Eldredge, ed, Histor o¥ Californlia, I, 104
!map;. The name "Loma" was fIEEiy Tastened to The headland
following the arrival of the two land expeditions,
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the curlew, the willet, the ﬁlever and the snipe. Away to
the SOutEWest the Coronados thrust up their sharp outlines
hundreds %f feet above the shimmering sea., 8outh in the

blue, hezy distance are the tablelands and lofty mouﬁtain
peaks of old Mexico. San Ysidro and San Miguel to the

east seeﬁfgear at hand, Farther away pine-crested Cuyamaca
rears its %eaﬂ 7,000 feet into the blue. Volcan and Palomar
eatch the éye, while snow-crowned San Jacinto and San
Bernardino tower miles high as they glisten in the sunshine

@& hundred miles away. Among these giants are numerous others,
scores of them higher than the highest of the Alleghenies or
the Adirondacks, When the sun turned the peasks to gold and
the shadows ahd purple haze filled the canyons, it made a
picture that only the Great Artist could péint, and lifted the
soul of the beholder to the heights of the sublime.

But while the beauties of nature were laid out with
lavish hend, few of those who came saw their splendor. Down
in the reeking hold of the ill-smelling ship lay most of them.
The first concern of those able to be about was fresh water
;nd fresh air, They must find a source of fresh water and
they longed to be ashore away from the seurvy-ridden ship.
When they looked ashore, therefore, it was with an eye alert
for a good place to establish a camp or a possible source of
good drinking water., They had arrived late in the afternoon

of Saturday, April 29, 1769. At ten o'clock the next morning




Don Pedro Feges, Don Miguel Constanso, two of the missionary
fathers and some of those who were well enough to go, sét
out on?an exploring expedition in search of the preaigus
water,  Sueh water as the crew of the San Antonio had, was
obtained from héles they had scooped out near the beach
where th% water collected, But it was so brackish they
could nd& drink 1t-9

It might Here be sald that Captain Perez' failure
to explore the region and find water was the result of
strict orders from Galvez to take no unnecessary risks, and
to the fact that the San Antonio earried no soldiers. Now
that thas and his Catalan scldiers were at hand, they set
out from the shore where the ship's launch had landed them
to explore what to them was wholly unknown country full of
lurking dangers,

Soon they came upon & band of Indians armed with
bows and arrows, The Indians were wary, They did not know
Just what to make of the strange white men with their ban-
ners, uniforms and guns, So they kept at a distance., The
Spaniards were most anxious to overtake them so that they
might by some means learn the location of a supply of good
water, They waved white flags and hailed them but the

9. "Vicente Vila's diary,” Academy of Pacific Coast History
Publications, II, 93.’
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Indians understood the meaning of neither signal and kept
aloor.; At last the Spaniards sent forward a soldier alone,
who laid his weapons upon the ground and made gestures of
peace, He was allowed to approach, When he inquired
through the medium of signs, where water could be round; the
Indiansibointed to a grove which could be seen at quite a
distance to the northeast, giving him to understand that a
river or creek flowed through it.lo After a three league
walk they came to the place whiech proved to be the bank of
a amal} river (the San Diego River) which emptied into a
lagoon, where at high tide the launch could enter to obtain
water.

The Indians were called Diegueffos because they
lived near San Diego. In the southern part of San Diego
County were the North and South Dieguefios ard Kamia, members
of the Yuman family, while divisions of the sShoshonean nation
occupiéd the northern portion of what is now San Diego Gounty}l
There were about four thousand Indians (estimated) living in
the S#n Diego region, J

These Indians lived in rancherias, a Spanish word

meaning villages, Their houses were very crude arrairg, some

of which were individual, scme communal, They were made of

10, "Vicente Vila's diary," Academy of Paciric Coast Histo;z

rublieations, II, 27.
11. FEEE%"I“?ET?Q:&"projoct, San Diego, a California clty, 2l.
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branches and tule, and were gevered with earth, Father Palou

noted twenty rancherias in the vieinity o; San Diego Bgy.
ﬁhese Indians.were a flat-nosed, broad-faced, brown-

skinned raoe; stockily built and athletie. Many of the friars

disparaged them in their reports, but Father Creapf said

they were apt in mechanical arts and that they readily learmed

Spanish, |

TLe men ‘wore no clothing while the women were
decently dressed in skins, But the males made up for their
lack of e¢lothing through the use of paint and feathers for
personal adornment, nor did they negleet tattooing.

These Indians in point of culture were perhaps a
little above the Stone Age level, No metals were in use in
this region, all tools and weapons being made of atone; bone;
wood and shell, Their weapons were bows and arrowa; wooden
swords, apeara; alinga; eluba; and stones,

Thelr food and especially their habits of eating
would not appeal to thq civilized‘person of‘today. While
vegetable products such as acorns, mesquite, beans, various
wild vegetables, onions, berries, ete,, formed the backbone
of their dlet they were not averse to taking advantage of
an ocoasianaligirt from Father Neptune in the form of a
dead whale. Nor were such titbits as miay, snékes, frogs
and graashoﬁpéra despised, Deer; rabbits, fish and birds
added variety to the diet when they oould‘he secured,




shellfish near the bay were extensgively used. Thelr primitive
cooking was done over heated stones placed in a hole in the

- @round ovéer which a layer of dirt completed the Indians fire=-
less oookni.

The religious beliefs of these Indians remain ob-
scure, Apparently they had 1ittle idea of a future existence,
The 1ntrod§btion of the belief in and worship of Chinigchinick
about one ﬁundred years before this had modified the old
beliefs and rituals, their religlon being a compound of the
old and the new, Medicine men plied their trade here much
as they do elsewhere among:primitive peoplea.lz

The beliefs and practices of the Indian filled the
pious friars with horrer and one of thgir greatest concerns
was the convﬁraion of the natives from their heathen prac=
tices and beliefs to christianity; and to bring them into
the church, They had high hopes of eivilizing the heathen
forthwith, But the Indians had other ideas, They‘w?re
proud, boaatful; arrogant and much set in their ways, eling-
ing tenaciously to the ways of their fathers, They resisted
with more than usual determination the efforts of the fathers

to substitute a new faith for their old superstitions. Quite
willingly they accepted whatever gifts were proffered, es~
pecially any kind of cloth, for which they had a mania, They

?

12, Federal writers! project, San Diego, a California city,
21=-24,



did not confine themselves tc receiving, however, but with
consumate cunning stole whatever they fancied, but left
untouched alliforms of the Spaniards food, of which they
stood in deatﬁiy fear,

The Indians had done the explorers a great favor
by guiding them to the life giving weter, They were too far
away from it; ﬂbwever; since in their exhausted and weakened
condition 1t t&h imperative that they conserve both their
time ané their strength, as the tasks of the many had fallen
on the few who were able for duty,

Accordingly they changed their position., Vila
records for lMay 3: "I stood inside in order to approach the
river or watering place as nearly as possible," Now thelr

_ prows were pointed towardthe eastern shore of the harbor.

They approached the shore with the river on their left or
port side, So much sand had been deposited in the harbor
during freshets that they could not get close to the mouth
of the river, nor could they approach the shore because of
shallow water‘until they got near what is now the foot of
Market Street, San Diego. This point will be discussed in
detail later on. At last after four days of maneuvaring;
because the ships were practieally orovlous; the ships were
anchored in deep water off La Punta de los MUartos.la

13, Wm. E. Wthﬂ, History Q&M, II; 690,
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In Vila's diary we read: i From Wednesday, 3 to
Thursdqy; May 4 s+ At 5 o'clock in the afternpen several
soldieﬁs with Fray Fernando Parron, Don Pedro Fages and
Don Jorge Estorace went off in the launch to bury the dead

seamen ashore, At sunset they returned aboard."

¢ In these simple words did the diarist record a
X :

tragic episode., One might &lmost think him hear¥less, from
the brevity of his words. But the dead were not interred

with as little ceremony as the words of this brief account
14 -
imply, As Miss Davidson remarks:

' To abscolve the adventurers of
their sins, Yo keep their souls
sweet, to attend them in their
last agonies, to give them Chris-
tizh burial, friars and priests
accompanied everv expedition....
The need on that day for irmediate
burials must have been most urgent,
There was "Iittle time for ritual,
there were scant materials at hand
for either coffin or pall, The
body was covered with a sheet or
piece of canvas, or officer's clouk
or clergyman's cossack; the head
was placed upon a stone; about the
body, on the ground, stood a candle
or twe, pessibly four., Prayers for
the dead were begun; and while the
able-bodlied worked the prayers went
on constantly until the grave had
been dug, A little procession was
formed; a cross-bearer preceding
the priest who walked before the

14, Davidson, Where California began, 151-152,




rude litter on which rested the
corpse; without ceffin, without
tolled bells,
| In the solemn’stillness of that guiet evening they
buried their dead in sorrow, With heavy hearts and much fore-
boding they returned to their ships, for indeed they lmew not
whose tu&n {1t would be tomorrow to answer the call of the
L
grim reaper. Tt was imperative that the men be gotten on
shore as quickly as possible, The cramped querters, poor
ventilation, and general inconvenience of the small packetls
promoted the spread of the disease threatening the lives of
all.

They moved the ships somewhat closer to the mouth
of the river though'they could not approach very nesr be-
cause of the shallowness of the bay, due to extensive de=
posits of mud and sand during freshets, vila says that after
reconnoltering they "decided to build the shelters for the
siek on a hilleck close to the beach and a cannon ghot from
the packets."

15

Miguel Constanso wrote:

Close to the beach on the east
side of the port a small enclosure
wes built with a parapet of earth

and brushwood and mounted with twe
eannon, Some sails and swnings

15, Miguel Constanso, "The narrative of the Portola expedition
of 1769-1770," Academy of Pacific Coast Hisbory Publica-
tions, I, 33.
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were landed from the vessels and
with these, two tents suitable for
a hospital were made, On one side
i were placed the tents of the two
4 officers, missionaries and surgeon.
When everything was ready to receive
the siek, they were brought on shore
in the launches and were housed as
confortably as possible,
'ﬁlt was a terrible task: to construet the camp for

A
the sick, since so few were able to work, They heaved a
sigh of relief when it was finished, hoping now for rest
and the improvement of the sick. The alling ones had been
moved to the beach on the 8th (May). But the very next
day the sails of the San Antonio were brought ashore for
erection of another shelter for ten additional sick men
from her crew,

The conditions under which they labored, suffered
and died can hardly be imagined. PFProper food was not to be
had., Their beds were earth and lesves, There Wwere no nurses
and only one doctor who was practically without medicine and
vho was himself "all but prostrated with the same disease,"
Waterl water} was the constant ory of the fever tormented
patients, It took as long as 15 hours to go in the launch
and get a load of about ten casks of water, which was enough
for cnly one day, This may have been due tc the fact that
they could enter the mouth of the river only during high
tide., Probably they could not return until the next high

tide began to recede,
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The pale phantom of death stalked arrogantly
through the miserable little shelters, "Every day two or
thrse:ef them died and the whole expedition whieh had been
composed of more than ninety men, was reduced to only eight
soldiers who were in conditi9n to assist in guarding the
ahips;;handling the launches, protecting the camp, and
waitiné upon the ziak.”16

High tribute is paid to Dr, Prat by all the early
writers for his heroic énd untiring efforts in this crisis,
Weary and ill, he stumbled through the woods and fields
in search of herbs whose healing properties he knew, Though
he fought nobly, it was a losing fight. By day their fevé;;
inflamed bodies suffered from the heat of the sun, while
at night the sudden drop in temperature chilled them to the
bone, Daily they grew weaker while the numﬁar of graves
on the beach multiplied,

Heat, cold, starvation @&nd despair took turns in
weakening their bodies and erushing their spirits, As the
number of the dead inereased, and the number of aﬁla ones
shrank to a pitiable few, the $imidity of the Indians was
replaced; firat; by confidence, then boldness, and finally,

arrogance, They became an ever-present pest. Day and night

16, Constanso, "The narrative of the Portola expedition,"
Academy of Pacific Coast History Publications, I, 33.
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they came in large numbers begging for what they fancied

and stealing all they could. It was impossible to keep them
out. Théy ecreated a great deal of confusion and noise much
%o the detriment of the sick. cloth; and more cloth was
their greateat desire, and their avarieclous eyes and ooveteua
fingers nqglected no opportunity to satisfy this desire; Any
garment oq piece of cloth of any kind left carelessly exposed
was seized on the instant, by some slinking Indian, who ime
mediately made off with it as fast as his legs could carry
him, They even stole the sheets from right under the sick
and dying men = but none could prevent their devilish depreda=
tions, In thelr rude boats of tulo; in the dark silence of
the night, they stole up to the San m boarded her; cut
away some of the ropes and pieces out of the sails, A guard
had to be left on board thereafter, But there were not
enough able men to guard everything,

But while the Indians thus tormented the 3paniards,
thelr insatiable desire for e¢loth, beads and ornaments; proba=
bly saved the colonists rrom complete annihllation. Through
the exchange of the aovutel e¢loth, whatever garments they
could spare and the tawdry trinkets and beads, that were
hrought for trading purposes, they were able to secure fresh

17
food, of which they stood in such dire need,

+ Harry C., Hopkins, History of San Diego, its pueblo lands
and water, 33.
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The arrival of one of the land diviaion? under
Rivera y Moncada on liay l4th caused much rejoleing and ereated
new hopﬁt He brought "twenty=-five nolggars, two rriara; three
mulattoea and some Christian Indlana." All of the party
whiech had been on the way 51 days, was free from SEUrvy, On
May 29th Portol‘ the conmendsr of the expedition, and Governor
of calirqbnia, arrived with an advance guard, to be followed
by the enﬁira party on July lst, In this latter group was
Father sozra; who endeared himself to all by his kindly serve
ice and his unfalling optimism, He wrote his name very
largé in the history of Callfornia and its missions,

The first camp site was chosen because it was neces-
sary to guard both the ships and the camp with the same small
rarce; which they dared not divide because of fear of the
Infﬂ.ana.‘l°

when Rivera arrived, he was astounded to behold the
plight of his plague-stricken comrades, Without delay he
selected a new camp site, This was about a league north of
the first camp site at what came to be known as Prosidio Hill,
near which 014 Town later grew up. It was on the right bank
of the san Diego Rivergo which then flowed into the Bay of
san Diego instead of into Mission Bay as it now does, The

13, Hupkina, History of sSan Diego, 1ts pueblo lands and watar

19. canstanao. "The narrative of the Portola expoditian,

‘ cad ifiec C Pub ations, I, 35.
20, mm m__m__mﬂ_zx_nd__,
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situation was admirably chosen in respect to water supply,
natural defense, sanitation and view. H;re a stockade for
defense %aa erected; huts were built for the men and corrals
for the ahimala were provided. "Within three days after his
/[Rivera/ arrival, the sick were transported from the deso-
la te peatﬂpl&ce on the beach to the clean fresh oamp."al

iOn July 2nd, the day following his arrival, Serra
had a most painful duty to perform. He conducted the
solemn ceremony of giving Christian burial to thirty-one
of the original members of the Sacred Expedition who had
set out for the new land so hoperully.gz This day was Serra's
first Sunday in California. The religious ceremonies mark=-
ing it were celebrated with all possible pomp. 4in altar was
erected, a solemn Thanksgiving hymn was chanted, and boom=-
ing guns supplied the music of pealing organ and their
smoke replaced the incense offering to St. Joseph, their
patron saint. "Of the two hundred nineteen men who had left
the peninsula, but one hundred twenty-six remained to take
part in the oelebrntion."23 Some of the land division had
died. Others had deserted. No wonder they called this

La Punta de los Muertos - Dead Men's Point.

21« A« He Fitch, Junipero Serra, the man and his work, 1ll.

22. Hopkins, History of San Diego, its pueblo lands and its
-+ water, 35.

25 Fitoh: Junipero Serra, the man and his work, 11ll.
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On July 16th the Mission San Diego was established,
The firs? mission bell in Califcornia rang out its glad mes-
sage of épod will, the solemn dedicatory exercises were per-
formed and the first California mission began its eventful
history. About this timn' on July 1l4th, Portolé had set out
for Monterey with those who were able to go, but they were
80 emacia?ed that they were referred to as living skeletons,

The ships could not be sailed as there were no
sallors to sail them, Of the crew of the San Carlos only
two survived, Eight of the crew of the San Antonio had died,
by July 3rd and practically all the rest were 111, But on
July 9th with five alling sailors as a crew and many sick
men as passengers the San Antonio started on a tragic voyage
to San Blas. Nine who began the journey never reached its
end, The ship returned in Marech of the following year - in
time to prevent the abandonment of the Mission of San Diego
de Alcala, The supplies it brought'were most welcome to
those who had remained in San Diego, and to Fortold and his
men a@s well - for they had just returned from an exhausting
and unauccessrul search for the port of Monterey._ They had
indeed found it, but failed to recognize it,

In 1770 Portold established a military post at
Montereys. San Diego became the mother of ﬁissionn; and Cali=-
fornia be?ame firmly established as the qutlying provinece of

New Spain, a bar to the encroachments of other covetous powers,

-
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The center of life and activity was now at the new camp.
The site'or the old one was abandoned,

{ror a period of about 80 years only an occasional
Indian riaherman; or hunter, or a chance passer-by broke
the loneliness of this realm of the dead. The lap of the
waves; tha:flap of the seagull's wings, the ery of the
aandpiper‘%nd the sighing of the winds alone broke the
reigning silence,

One exception, however, occurred in 1732 when the
Pantoja Expedition surveyed and mapped the harbor, Some of
the sailors of this expedition succumbed to their age old
enemy, anurvy; and, since their ahipé were anchored near this
point; they were buried there, Pantoja drew a map of the
harbor indicating thereon the location of Punta de los Muertos.

The land slept., The crosses rotted and disappeared,
Wind and wave erased the last trace of this "Seamen's Rest."
Some time after 1850 William Heath Davis says of himsalffz4
"0f the new town of San Diego, now the eity of San Diego, I

can say that I was its founder ... several sailors and marines

died and interred on a sandspit adjacent to where my wharf

stood and was named as above," that is, La Punta de los

Muertos. The land awoke. New Town or San Diego was founded.

24, W. He Davis, Seventy-five years in California, 334,
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It grew and spread beyond all expectation. The dead were
forgotten in the rush and rumble of faster moving times.
: %actoriaa, churches, and schools, the earmarks of

a modern city; were built, Historisns and students becane
interested in the romantic story of the past. Students
queried, ﬁﬁhat is the origin of the name Punta de los Muertos?"
Some answa;edz "Because of the burial there of a large number
of scurvy stricken members of the Expedition of 1769," Others
déclared: "It was so named because of the burial there of the
sallors who died of scurvy, but who belonged to Pantoja's
Expedition of 1782.

Thus a great discussion arose and writers are ranged
on opposite sides. This monograph is written on the basis
of the conclusion that this place is so called because of the
burial here of the persons who died of scurvy (and ?erhaps
other causes) from the Expedition of 1769. However, the
reasons of writers on opposite sides of the controversy will
be given,

Of course the location of the first landing place
and the original camp site is the crux of this problem.‘
Where did they bury their dead on thagswedneaday, May 3, %769?

Miss Winifred Davidson says:

There is some doubt about the
place where stood the 1769 'pest

25, Davidson, Where California began, 15, 64, 153,
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house' « mere rude barracks made
of canvas which were erected 'on»
a hillock elose by the beach and
a cannon shot from the packets,?
Smythe thinks that *la Punta de los
Muertos! (Dead Men's Point) was at
the foot of H Street in what 1s now
the city of San Diegoj but Father
Engalhardg says: "We do not thiak
that the Spanlards who preferred
to have the cemeteries near the
churel, would have buried the dead
so far away.' Father Engelhardt
was probably correct in his surmise,
We have to remember that there were
scarcely enough men abeard the two
packets to work themj; and Captains
Perez and Vila would not have added
eruelty to an apparent necessity -
which econsisted of approaching as
near as possible the mouth of the
San Diego River, where fresh water
and green foods could be procured =
would not have forced that sick and
dying company to drive the ships a
league and a half beyond the river's
mouthy Somewhere near the present
United States Naval Training Station,
or possibly nearer the Marine Base,
may be taken as the landing place
when' ... 'at 5 o'e¢lock in the after=-
noen, Wednesday 3, several soldiers
with Fr., Fernando Parron, Don Pedro
Parron, Don Pedro Fages, and Don
Jorge Estorace went off in the launch
to bury the dead secamen ashore,’

~ The sword tip that is Ballast
Point (or Pt. Guijarres) and the
cerescent that was old La Playa = a
mile away = are however, both Point
Loma Beaghes.... '0f about ninety
sailors, soldiers and mechanics less
than thirty survived,' sSixty little
white crosses were added to those al=-
ready bleaching in the blessed ground
under the crest: in old La Playa.

Considering these two statements we must conclude

that Miss Davidson placed'the burial ground about a mile
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from Ballast Point, on the west side of the bay.

In a manuseript dealing with La Punta de los Muertos

i
Miss Davidson, after a lengthy discussion, and after giving
26

the reasons of several investigators has the following to say:

Three historic events occurred at
I, or near the foot of Market Street,
/! San Diego:

\ (1) Men of the Spanish frigates
*La Princesa® and 'La Favorita,’
commanded by Captain Augustin de
Beheverra, engaged in charting San
Diego Bay in the year 1782, died and
were buried here.

(2) WwWilliam Heath Davis, Don Jose
Antonio Aguirre, Don Miguel de Pedrorena
and others, attempted in 1850 to found
San Diego fmew fown) here,

(3) In July, 1905, men and boys of
the U.85.S. Bennington lost their lives
in an explosion which o¢curred near
here,

La Punta de los Muertos is therefore
a name appropriate te the site - a name
applied’ for the!Tirst time in all probabii-
ity in 1782, by Juan Pantoja y Arriaga
and with reference to his lost mates.

27

This view is held also by Mr, William Heath Davis:

eees 'Punta de los lMuertos®' (Point of
the Dead), from the circumstance that

in the year 1787 e old diaries
quoted, say 1782/ a Spanish squadron
anchored within a stone's throw of the
present site of the eity of San Diego.
During the stay of the fleet, surveying’
the bay of San Diego for the first time,

26, Davidson, In regard to the bronze plaque Puntos de los

Muertos. y
27, Davis, seventy-five years in California, 334,
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several sailors and mariners died
and were interred on a sandspilt,

ad jacent to where my wharf stood

and ?as named as above.

While these and other writers contend that the name

La Punta de los Muertos was first applied by Pantoja in memory

of his dead ahipmatga in 1782, there are many who do not sub=-
scribe to this thao%y.

An examin;tidn of some of the original diaries and
letters by Vila, Constanso, Crespil, Serra and others may help
us to arrive at another conclusion.

Constanso, the geographer of the Expedition of 1769,
aayszae "Close to the beach, on the east side of the port,

a small enclosure was bullt with a parapet of earth and
brushwood, and mounted with two cannon.”

It could not, therefore, have been at La Playa ,
or at the location of U. S. Naval Training Station or Marine
Base as they are on the west side of the bay. At mnat,fthig
f8vonly a mile and a half from Presidio Hill while Dead Men's
Point is three miles from Cld Town or the San Diego River
where they obtained drinking wnter.ag

The camp site was in the immediate vicinity of

28. Constanso, "Narrative of the Portola Expedition,”
gcad emy of Pacific Coast History Publications, I,

29. Federal writers' project. San Diego, a California
city, 38.



the place where the first dead were buried on May 3, 1769.
Father creapi says:ao "The fathers told us that nine of the
erew of tho:f'.m Carlos had already died of 1%, two on the
way were cast into the sea, and seven who were buried on the
shore lhcre the camp was established.”

Oqétain vila -nyszal "They had decidod‘iO-bulld
shelters fbr{tho sick on a hillock close to the beach and a

cannon shot from the packelSsess”
Now let us take the Vila diary and try to follow

 his movements and determine his anchorages. It readazaz

Sunday April 30 to Monday, May 1:
At 5 o'clock in the morning i sue-=
ceeded in anchoring under the shelter
of Point Guijarros, alongside the San
%B*QB&Q,"' I gave orders to her cap=-
ain to enter the inner harbor in or-
der to be nearer shore, as I myself
was planning t0 d0eees

Frun.Monda{.1 to Tuesday May Zeese
At 5 o'cloek in the morning (Tuesday)

I welghed anchor s« I took advantage
of the rising tide to penetrate far-
ther into the harbor.

At half-past seven, I anchored in
seven fathoms. WMVuddy black sand. Tide
was already running oute.

From Tuesday, 2 to lednesday,
Vay Seves Aocardingly I weighed anchor,

0. Bolton, Fray Juan Crespi, Missionary explorer of the
a's dlary," jsadeny of Pacific Cosst Hls-

Sle cente 'y
4] .
I (7 o = | i
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and,+ss I stood inside in
order to approach the river or
watering place as nearly as possi-

i ble.

i At half-past four in the after-
noon after reconnoitering and
finding that the harbor extended
inland toward the SE more than four _
leagues, and that the watering place

- still lay on my port quarter with

' no channel to approach it on account

i of the keys and sand banks extend=-

\ ing seaward, I ... ordered soundings
taken of the bank lying toward the
watering place, in order to see if
there were any channel, but none was
found.

Now Vila has come from Point Guijarros into the
harbor and has found that the harbor extended about four
leagues to the southeast. At this time his ship's prow
must have been pointing east or southeast. On account of
the sand he could not approach close to the mouth of the
river. . Proﬁably he was still quite a distance from the
east shore of the bay with the sand banks and the islands
on his left, or ‘port side.

To continue the diary:

From Wednesday 3, to Thursday
May 4¢.4. At eleven o'elock in
the morning the San Antonio
weighed anchor and as she passed
alongside her captain shouted that
he was going to tie up as near the
watering place as possible as we
had agreeds At two o'clock she
anchored a full gunshot from the
beaches e

A% ten o'clock in the morning
I anchored astern the San Antonio
at a distance a full cable's
length in two fathoms of water.
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Here they were anchored at last as near the river
33

mouth as they could get on account of sand. The San

]
Antonio was'a "full gunshot from the beach" and they were

a cannon shot from the point where they established the

camp and buried their dead, on the east side of the

bay.

i .
If the reader will now examine the map made by

Pantoja in 1782, he will readily see how far down the har-

bor toward La Punta de los Muertos or the foot of Market

Street the sand extended. Note the 2 fathom line above

here less than 2 fathoms. Much of this has since been

33

o4 .

"Pantoja's map of 1782," Cal ia Historical Society
Quarterly, IX, 3, Plate 1; Alvena Suhl, Historical geog-
raphy.of Diego, Fig. ©¢; H.H. Bancroft, History of
Califorata, II, 550; Wm. E. Smythe, History of Sanm Diego,
693=-696; Francis F. Farquhar, "The topographieai_?bpoies '
of Lieutenant George H. Derby," California Historical

Soc%etx g%arterlg, II, 67.
oth Smythe erby state that the river flowed into

False Bay (now Mission Bay) in the'early patt-of the 19th
gentury, Derby states that it did so until 1811, while
Smythe contends that it was 1821 when i1t first broke into
San Diego Bay. Both these views are clearly at variance
with Vila and others, who spoke of the approach of the
San Carlos and San Antonio, to the river's mouth and of
the entry of the ship's launch into the river at high
tide. Previous to the construction of Derby Dam the river
had fluctuated between False and San Diego bays, but it
certainly was flowing into San Diego Bay in 1769, and had
already made large deposits of mud and sand in the harbor,
The dates of its breaking into False Bay and of its sub=
sequent return to the harbor are uncertain.

Constanso, "Narrative of the Portola Expedition,”

Academy Pacific Coast History Publications, I, 33;
"Wicente Vila's aiary," II',"Txl g 4

-~
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dredged out.

If they hugged the shore (and they

39

were

only a gunshot away - a short distance those days) they

could not/ possibly have been far from La Punta de los

Muertos (a cannon shot away according to Vila's diary).

They started out from Point Guijarros and had spent four

solid days maneuvering.

If they anchored off old La Playa

as Miss Da%idson says, they were within a mile of their

starting point - on the west side of the harbor instead of

the east.

At this point the words of Mr. H. C. Hopkins are

36
illuminating:

The party /from_the Ban Carlos
and the ggg.Agtogloﬁ had landed at
Dead VMen's Point about where the
foot of Market Street now is. Some
historians assert that this camp

was at 0ld Town, but eareful investi-
gation shows that not a fact. The
instructions tell us that the camp
had to be within gunshot of the ship
anchored in the bay. The water about
0ld Town is too shallow for such
anchorage, and for that reason the
hospital camp was established on a
point near deep water. Positive
proof of this fact is shown from Fr.
Crespi's letter. 'When we reached
this port since there was no fresh
water near, we went back about a
league, still in sight of it, where.

35. "Pantoja's map of 1782," California Historical

IX, &, Plate 1.

Society

rter
36. g&r:op ins ,;:I’:I;storx of San Diego, its pueblo lands and

water, 32.
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the fathers who arrived the first of
the month had already investigated.
We found there a good sized river
which empties into the sea.' Miss
Winifred Davidson, an authority on
the history of Point Loma, believes
the camp to have been at ﬁa Playa.
For the sake of seeing the merits of the case clearly,
Just suppese La Punta de los Muertos to have been the landing
/! /
place and see how thils conclusion harmonizes with Father Crespi's
words quoied above and the quotation given below;
37
Constanso says: "The officers resolved to move
the camp close to the river, which had not been done before
because it had not been deemed advisable to divide so small a
forceese«ss All moved to the new camp which was transferred
one league further north on the right bank of the river, on
2 hill of moderate heighteees "
Further proof, if any is needed, that the landing
f
place was not at La Playa, is found in Father Crespi's
38 '
diary: "The entrance to the port is +.. thirty-two de-
grees and thirty-four minutes« The point where the mission
was to be established, about three leagues further north,.s."
Now old La Playa was only about a mile from Point Gui jarros,

which guarded the entrance to the harber. But the mission

37. Constanso, "Narrative of the Portola Expedition," Academy

of ao;g; ;§ Publications, Se
8. Bolton, Fray c s y missionary ;p; of the

Pacific coaat
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was about three leagues away. La Playa was therefore, three
leagues from the mission, less the distance to Pt. Gui jarros

- a mileiqr possibly two - which made it at least two leagues
distant. However, as we have Jjust seen, the mission was about
a league north of the first camp site; it surely was not at
old La Playa. Nor could they approach the mouth of the river
very chh %1oser from that direction because of sand.

It should be said here that the term league cannot
be considered a definite measure in terms of miles or any
other linear unit.39 While the measure itself was definite,
the method of measuring a given distance between two points
varied, thus making the number of leagues or miles when .
translated into current English variable. The Spaniards did
not actually measure the distance they traversed; they esti-
mated it. This depended to some extent on the stature of
the man who stepped off the leagues. If he were a tall man,
his steps being long, and counting so many steps to a league,
he would of course estimate fewer leagues between two given
points than a short man who must take more steps to cover the

same distance and thus compute a greater number of leagues.

Another method was to go Qy the time, it took the pack horses

39. liebster's New International dictio , & measure of
distance varying from about 2.4 to 4.6 milesss.« The
old Spanish league (legua) of 4.23 km. (2.63 miles)
is used in the Philippines, Mexico, Texaseese
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to travel a given distance. By knowing the average rate of
travel per hour it was easy to know approximately how many
leagues ;aa traveled in a given lapse of time.

This is shown by the tolloning‘qugfation from
Anza:4o "In conclusion, because it appears to me it ought
to be noﬁ#ced here, I say that in approximating the leagues
traveled;{l have estimated them according to the number of
hours ratﬁd by pack animals."

Thus when the early writers said the camp was
moved back about a league they may have meant a distance
anywhere from two and a half to four and a half miles.

The location of the new camp at Presidio Hill falls with-
in these limits, starting from La Punta de los Muertos,
the place of the first camp; |

The contention that this point acquired its name
through the burial there of seamen of Pantoja's Expedition
of 1782 1s secondary. Over sixty people of the Expedition
of 1769 were buried somewhere on San Diego Bays As has
been shown, the first camp was where they buried the dead
seamen, and that was on the east side of the bay. Gray's
map of 1850 shows they had to anchor near a point at the
foot of Market Street in order to find deep water near th;

shore, and at the same time be as near as possible to the

40. A« B. Thomas, Forgotten frontiers, 205.
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mouth of the river. This should prove beyond a reason=

able doub? that the dead were buried in that immediate
vicinity.;;ﬂo one had named it, yet Father Serra had con=-
secrated it« It was a place burned into their memory by
the fire of affliction and the bereavement of death. Yo
place was io prominent in their thoughts. They must have
spoken of i¥ often. When they referred to it they had to
call it something - yet it had no name. It was just a point
of land. What point? The Point of the Dead or Dead Men's
Point. It was a people's name. Probably no one will ever
know just who first called it that. DBut the phrase was apt
and the neme stuck. In 1769 an imperfect map had been drawn
on incomplete knowledge. Pantoja in 1782, doubtless was

the first to print this name on a mapf8 He anchored his
ships off Punta de los Muertos for the same reason that
Vila did, probably; because, after he passed the "little
harbor behind Point Gui jarros," this was the first place

he could find deep water near the ahore.43 He buried his
seamen here because it was already a consecrated burial
ground, dotted with crosses, and also of course, because

it lay just opposite his ships. He was commissioned to

41. Suhl, Historical geography of San Diego, Tig. 1ll.

i W ntoja's map of 1782," and California Historical Society
Quarterly, IX, 3 and 6. "Gray's map of 1850."




survey and map the harbor. His business was to draw a map
and record the names of places and points as he found them,
in use the$: For thirteen years people had been calling
this Dead Men's Point, so‘?f course he wrote La Punta de
los Muertos on the map. No doubt he did have in mind the
memory of h%p dead mates also. At best it was only an
addit ional Qf secondary reason, the primary one being that
Punta de loa?Muertos was already a fimly established name.
Many writers have come to this conclus ion. Some
of them are quoted below. Mr. A. B. Gray, chief surveyor

and engineer of the United States and head of the United

States Mexican Boundary Commission (1850) is quoted as follows:

"The Spanish fleet anchored seven miles above the entrance
and at a point where the channel lies near the shore, which
they named Punta de los Muertos (Point of the Dead) from -
burying a number of the crew there, w:g had died from

scurvy contracted during the voyage."
45
Mr. Smythe agrees thus:

The temporary pesthouse or hospi-
tal erected for the accommodation of
the sick sailors stood at what is now
the foot of H Street. It was a rude
affair made of canvas. A third of
those who had come on the San Carlos.
died before the ravages of the scurvy

44. Smythe, History of San Diego, II, 690.
45. Ibid., I, 42. _




45

were stayed. They were buried there,
and henceforth the place was known
on the Spanish charts of the harbor
a8 Punta de los Muertos or Dead Men's
;POintc
el 46
Mr. Hopkins adds:

- On July 2nd, 1769, the next day
after his'\arrival, he (Serra) performed
the solemn ceremony of giving Christian
jurial to 31 of the original 222 who
ggd composed the four parties which ar-

ved.

These men were buried near the end
of the present wharf where the street
car now turns off Market Street to go
to the ferry landing. The place has
since been known as Dead Men's Point.
Singular as it is, for many years, ad-
Joining these grounds has stood a room -
called Seamen's Rest, now called Naval
Men's Building.

47

Further Hiai Suhl says:

The erews had suffered severely
from scurvy and it was necessary to
erect some kind of a hospital to take
care of them. A camp was established
on the east side of the port on the
bay flat at the foot of what is now
Market Street. Those who died were
probably buried here and hence the
name Dead Men's Point.

_ ' Mre. Atherton, in his thesis corroborates as follows:
"E third of thé'San Carlos party died before the ravages of
scurvy were curbed. The dead were buried on a point known as

Punta de los MNuertos"™ and adds 4iu a footnote: "This point is

-

46. Hopkins, History of San Diego, its pueblo lands and water,
G T s - 2

47. Suhl, Historical geography of San Die 0, 27, Fig. 11.
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located at the foot of Market Street.”
Dr. Lyman contributes the following: "So tragic
was this (initial baptism of California shores that'Punta de

los Mdkrtos' or Dead VMen's Point near Neé'Town (San Diegzo)
derived its name from the burial of their scurvy and dys-
entery sgficken soldiers and sailors...."ig Showing that
" he, too, f%inks the 1769 expedition contributed the dead

from whom the point is named.
50
Bancroft quotes:

Judge Hayes, Emig Notes, M.S.,
474, thinks that the vessels were
anchored off what is now New Town
between the two wharves, and that
Punta de los Muertos or Dead Ven's
Point, derived its name from the
burial of the scurvy stricken sail-
Oorse And such is probably the fact
rgr the na$e appears on Pantoja's
chart of 1784 in Sutil y Mexicana
Vieges, Atlas #5. See also Bancroft's

ETSe Obs MQS-, 14.

Lastly, Judge Benjamin Hayes, jurist and historian
who was mentioned by Bancroft in the preceding paragraph,
says: "On the first day of May, both /The San Carlos and
the San Antonio/ were safely anchored in the Bay in front
of the present site of New San Diego, = by them and ever:
since designated 'Punta de los Muertoé,' from the burial

48. Lutien C. Atherton, The early history of the San Diego

esidential district, 38.
49. Dr, Ceorge D. fyman, "The beginnings of California medi-
cal history," California and Western medicine, May 1925.
50. Baneroft, gistorx of Californias, I, 130, note 9.
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there, says tradition of a number of sailors dying of scurvy."

To reach this historic spot, where brave and noble
men laid the r}fqundation of the great state of California,
take U. S« Highway #101 from Los Angeles. As you approach
San Diego you will see on your right, Mission Bay, once called
False Bay. Continuing southward you oross the San Diego
River whieh oné&; flowed into San Diego Bay, but was turned
into Mission Bay in 1853 by the construetion of Derby Dike.
Just after you cross the river, to your left, is Presidio
Hill Park, the site of the original presidio and Mission
San Diego de Alcala the first mission established in Cali=-
fornia. TFollowing Pacific Highway #101 you will pass on
the left 01ld Town Plaza around which so many interesting
0ld adobes clustered, anl where so many historic events
had their inception. Farther on to the right you pass
Lindberg Field from which the flying Colonel and the Spirit .
of St. Louls soared to fame. As you proceed, you cross
Date Street and still looking to your right toward the bay,
you will observe Civic Cemter. Go on across Broadway $ill
you' come to the ferry building and wharf at the foot of
Market Street.

On the afternoon of March 6, 1932, a bronze

5l. Be I, HIFBS, Ehni.gran! tea, 474.
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marker was dedicated at Punta de los Muertos to honor the
Spanish seamen buried there. The formal ceremony was con=-
ducted by the}p&tive Sons and Daughters of the Golden liest.
"The speakers, Grand President Carlson, Grand Trustee
Florence Schoneman and Ne8.G+We Deputy Grand President
Edward H. Dowell were introduced by Dr. Louise C. Heilbronm.
The plaque, pr*éanted by Sadie Winn—Brginard of Sacramento,
was accepted bj President Re Miller."53 This site was
officially accepted and registered by the California State
Chamber of Commerce as a State Historic Landmark on
December 6, 18932.

As you gaze out across the Bay of San Diego a
scene of beauty will greet your eyes such as those valiant
pioneers could never have imagined. The twinkling lights
of Loma's long guarding amm, and of Coronado are a sight
thelr eyes never saw. The star-studded heavens and the
myriad lights of earth blend in a glorious spectacle.

For them, all was dark save for the fitful blaze of a
campfire or the weak rays of a lanfern. Of humming fac-
tory wheels, stately ships, and the varied 1life of a
modern c¢ity, these first pioneers never knew. May they

lie content in their eternal Seamen's Rest!

52. Grizzly Bear, 1l. April 1932.
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