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American Tunaboat Association 
 
American Tunaboat Association Records, 1937-1994 
 
Physical Description: 161 Record Center Cartons, 11 oversize boxes 
 
Description: The American Tunaboat Association (ATA) was established in San 
Diego in 1951 as a non-profit cooperative association to assist tunaboat owners and 
crews.  The collection includes material documenting the San Diego tuna industry 
from 1937-1994, and material documenting the work of  the ATA from 1951-1982.  
Includes correspondence, financial records, trip statements and records, ships logs, 
reports relating to international law and the tuna industry, material documenting 
the Inter-American Tuna Commission, correspondence, reports and notes relating 
to the Atlantic Tuna Commission and tunaboat seizures, newspaper clippings and 
photographs.  Includes  material on tuna/porpoise rescue, reports, data, statistics 
and court cases.  Included are the Marine Mammal Protection Act files, lawsuits, 
regulations, legal documents, negotiations, legislation and enforcement.  Also, 
material documenting Tuna Fishermen’s trust funds, observer handbooks and 
manuals and other papers.  The collection also includes native island reports and 
Law of the Sea statistics.  It also includes material documenting the lives, working 
conditions and wages of fishermen and the organization of fishermen’s unions.  
The collection also includes oversize boxes containing scrapbooks.  
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BOX  FOLDER TITLE 
 

1  TUNA ['99 Flood] International Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tuna. (lCCAT) - Circa 1978-1992 
 

2  TUNA ['99 Flood] Federal Regulations - Circa 1975-1992 

3  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Unions - Circa 1973-1988 
 

4  TUNA ['99 Flood] [progress Reports, Research Data, and Legal 
Documents] - Circa 1971-1980 

5  TUNA ['99 Flood] Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) Regulation 
Violation Cases - Circa 1978-1984 

6  TUNA ('99 Flood] Newspaper Articles/Clippings - Circa 1992-1993

7  TUNA ['99 Flood] Protection and Indemnity Insurance - Circa 1957-1987

8  TUNA ['99 Flood] South Pacific Regional Fisheries - Circa 1978-1982

9  TUNA ('99 Flood] Tuna/Porpoise Court Cases - Circa 1976-1983 

10  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna/Porpoise Court Cases 1976-1983 

11  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Trade Matters- Circa 1951-1990 

12  TUNA ('99 Flood] MMPA Programs, Regulations, and Funding - Circa 
1980-1990 

13  TUNA ['99 Flood] Cannery Acquisition Vessel Incidents, State Fuel Taxes 
Circa 1980-1990 

14  TUNA ['99 Flood] MMPA Court Cases - Circa 1987-1994 

15 
 
 

 TUNA ['99 Flood] Fishermen's Protection Act (FPA) Seizures - Circa 
1971 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

16  TUNA ['99 Flood] Porpoise Rescues - Circa 1976-1990 

17  TUNA ['99 Flood] Protection and Indemnity Insurance - Circa 1957-1988

18  TUNA ['99 Flood] Balelo Case Re: Observers on Vessels - Circa 1983-1985

19  TUNA ['99 Flood] Eastern Pacific Act, Caribbean Basin Reagan 
Proclamations - Circa 1983-1991 

20  TUNA ['99 Flood] MMPA Obsolete Files - Circa 1985-1991 

21  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Fisheries - Circa 1970-1991 

22  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1961-1971

23  TUNA ['99 Flood] Latin Fisheries Negotiations - Circa 1971-1979 

24  TUNA ['99 Flood] Fishing Vessel Safety Protection and Indemnity 
Legislation - Circa 1970-1990 

25  TUNA ['99 Flood] Legislation and Enforcement [Meetings] - Circa 
1980-1989 

26  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Fleet History - Circa 1937-1993 

27  TUNA ['99 Flood] Earth Island Court Cases - Circa 1993-1994 

28  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Regulations - Circa 1973-1982 

29  TUNA ['99 Flood] Front Office, Treaty Negotiations - Circa 1953-1984

30  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Movies - Circa 1974-1990

31  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1961-1973

32  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1980

33  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Fishermen's Trust Fund - Circa 1965 

34  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Fishermen's Trust Fund - Circa 1965 

35  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna Boat Records - Circa 1970-1984 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

36 
 

 TUNA ['99 Flood] Mexico Fisheries and Licenses - Circa 1960-1976 

37  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna/Porpoise and Walsh Correspondence - Circa 
1982-1993 
 

38  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1970-1990 

39  TUNA ['99 Flood] - Circa 1960-1990 

40  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1975 
 

41  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1976-1979 

42  TUNA ['99 Flood] Fishery Conservation and Management Act (FCMA), 
Legal Documents - Circa 1980-1990 
 

43  TUNA ['99 Flood] Observer Handbooks and Manuals - Circa 1976-1994 

44  TUNA ['99 Flood] MMPA Regulation Violation Case - Circa 1980's 

45  TUNA ['99 Flood] Latin Negotiations - Circa 1977-1989 

46  TUNA ['99 Flood] American Tunaboat Association (ATA) v. Brown, et 
al Circa 1994 
 

47  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1976-1985 

48  TUNA ['99 Flood] [Financial Records, Tax Records] - Circa 1968-1990 

49  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna/Porpoise Research Papers - Circa 1972-1979 

50  TUNA ['99 Flood] International Convention for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT) Info - Circa 1975 
 

51  TUNA ['99 Flood] RS WESTPAC Tuna Statements - Circa 1970's-1980's

52  TUNA ['99 Flood] Tuna/Porpoise Research Materials - Circa 1978-1991 

53  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1969-1980 
 

54  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1967-1972 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE

55  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1975

56  TUNA ['99 Flood] FPA Seizures - Circa 1960-1988 
 

57  TUNA ['99 Flood] Front Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1967-1972 

58  TUNA ['99 Flood] Harold’s Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1961-1975

59  TUNA ['99 Flood] SNF 0, FPA Seizures - Circa 1972 

60  TUNA ['99 Flood] Harold's Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1979 

61  TUNA ['99 Flood] Harold's Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1963-1971

62  Harold's Room, Ontiveros & Richardson Lawsuits - Circa 1980's 

63  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits] - Circa 1975

64  Harold's Room, [FPA Seizures] - Circa 1954-1980

65  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits and Correspondence] - Circa 1976-1983

66  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits and Correspondence] - Circa 1971 

67  Harold's Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1980

68  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits] - Circa 1976-1982

69  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits] - Circa - 1970-1980

70  Harold's Room, [Lawsuits, A087] - Circa 1970-1980

71  Harold's Room, Back Office, FPA Seizures - Circa 1980-1982 

72  Harold's Room, FPA Seizures - Circa 1971-1986

73  [Lawsuits] Circa - 1973-1980

74  Front Room, [Lawsuits, et al] - Circa 1972-1985

75  [Lawsuits (woman observers)] - Circa 1980's 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

76  Ecuador, Peru, Costa Rica Regulations - Circa 1975-1988 

77  MMPA Hearings on Regulations - Circa 1975-9176

78  MMPA Hearings on Regulations - Circa 1976-1977 
 

79  MMPA Hearings on Regulations - Circa 1976-1980

80  MMPA Hearings on Regulations, Environmental Impact - Circa 
1974-1980 
 

81  MMPA Hearings on Regulations-Circa 1977-1980 
 

82  MMPA Hearings on Regulations, Front Room - Circa 1976-1980 

83  MMPA Hearings on Regulations - Circa 1962-1977 
 

84  MMPA Hearings on Regulations, Correspondence - Circa 1972-1980

85  MMPA Statements, Newspaper Articles - Circa 1972-1976 

86  MMPA Regulation Violations - Circa 1980-1990

87  MMPA Violation Cases, Front Room - Circa 1976-1979 

88  MMPA Earth Island Papers (Obsolete) - Circa 1973-1990 

89  MMPA Earth Island Papers (Obsolete) - Circa 1973-1990 

90  MMPA Earth Island Papers (Obsolete) - Circa 1973-1990 

91  MMPA Earth Island Papers (Obsolete) - Circa 1973-1990 

92  FPA Seizures - Circa 1980-1990

93  FPA Seizures - Circa 1960-1970

94  International Trade Commission (ITC), [Correspondence], Front 
Room - Circa 1980-1991 
 

95  ITC [Correspondence] - Circa 1983-1984
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

96  ITC [Court Cases] - Circa 1986-1990

97  ITC [Economic Reports] - Circa 1947-1990

98  Tuna/Porpoise [Reports, Data, Statistics] - Circa 1984-1985 

99  RS Westpac - Circa 1983-1984 
 

100  RS Westpac, ITC, Front Room - Circa 1983-1985

101  GM-3, Floor 1, Room 118, [Articles, Correspondence, Legal Briefs] ' 
Circa 1953-1987 
 

102  GM-38, Floor 1, Room 119, [Notebooks/Notepads] - Circa 1963-1973

103  GM-72, Floor 1, Room 119, [Correspondence, Fishing Reports, Data] Circa 
1963-1990 
 

104  Room 123, [Telegrams, Correspondence] - Circa 1953-1970 

105  MMPA Regulation Violation Cases, [Job Files, Petty Cash Receipts] Circa 
1980-1990 
 

106  MMPA Regulation Violation Cases, [petty Cash Receipts, Yearly 
Calendars] - Circa 1985-1990 

107  Harold's Room, [Lost Fishing Time Reports, Seizure Claims] - Circa 1971

108  Hodge Johnson [Violations, Seizure Claims] - Circa 1967-1973 

109  SNF #2 [Seizures, Correspondence, Lost Fishing Time] - Circa 1971- 
1972 

110  Back Office, [Seizures, Correspondence, Port Charges] - Circa 1973

111  [Correspondence, Legal Briefs] - Circa 1990-1992 

112  Front Room, [Correspondence] - Circa 1977-1982

113  Front Room, [Newspaper Clippings] - Circa 1971
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

114  GM-16-PR, Floor 1, Room 118

115  ATA Lawsuits-Circa 1989-1990

116  ATA Lawsuits-Circa 1989-1990

117  American Samoa/Hawaii/Guam/CMMI/PFDF/Marshall & Palau-            
Circa 1985 
 

118  American Samoa/Hawaii/Guam/CMMI/PFDF/Marshall & Palau- 
Circa 1985 
 

119  Tuvalu/W. Samoa/Nauru/Cook Island/Nive-Niue/Solomon Islands/Fiji/ 
Vanuatu/New Caledonia (Wallis & Futuna) Tonga Reports-  
Circa 1980-1990 
 

120  Tuvalu/W. Samoa/Nauru/Cook Island/Nive-Niue/Solomon Islands/Fiji/ 
Vanuatu/New Caledonia (Wallis & Futuna) Tonga Reports-  
Circa 1980-1990 
 

121  Front Room, [Trust Funds] - Circa 1970-1980 

122  Front Room, [Trust Funds] - Circa 1974-1978 

123  News Articles - Circa 1970-1990 

124  News Articles - Circa 1970-1990 

125  File Room, [Data Sheets, Reports, Statistics, Misc. ATA Files]- 
Circa 1975-1990 

126  File Room, [Data Sheets, Reports, Statistics, Misc. ATA Files]- 
Circa 1975-1990 

127  ATA Fleet Files, Wespac, Gilbert Islands - Circa 1985-1990 

128  ATA Fleet Files, Wespac, Gilbert Islands - Circa 1985-1990 

129  [Pacific Tuna Development Foundation Correspondence] - Circa 
1983-1986 

130  [American Tuna Research Foundation, Pacific Basin Development 
Conference Meetings, Correspondence] - Circa 1974-1984 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

131  Living Marine Resources (LMR)/Porpoise Rescue Foundation 
[Correspondence] - Circa 1969-1984 

132  LMR/Porpoise Rescue Foundation [Correspondence]- Circa 1969-1986 

133  LMR/Porpoise Rescue Foundation [Correspondence] - Circa 1970's 

134  LMR/Porpoise Rescue Foundation [Correspondence] - Circa 1970-1980 

135  McPosey Prior to Fish [ICCAT Files] – Circa 1970-1980 

136  McPosy Prior to Fish, [Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, 
IATTC] - Circa 1969-1990 
 

137  Law of Sea [Statistics and Reports] - Circa 1960-1980 

138  Law of Sea [National Fisheries Reports] - Circa 1970's 

139  Tuna/Porpoise [Bills, Research, Programs, Conferences] -Circa 1980's 
 

140  Tuna/Porpoise [Seizure Statistics] - Circa 1969-1970 

141  File Room, IATTC Background, [Reports, Data Sheets, Correspondence] 
Circa 1961-1979 
 

142  File Room, IATTC Background, [Reports, Data Sheets, 
Correspondence]Circa 1961-1979 
 

143  File Room, Front Office, [200 Mile Bill Legislation] - Circa 1972-1988 

144  File Room, Front Office, [Seizure Claims, Tuna Acts, 200 Mile Bill 
Legislation] - Circa 1972-1988 
 

145  File Room, [Notices/Newsletters] - Circa 1983-1987 

146  File Room, [Notices/Newsletters] - Circa 1983-1987 

147  IATTC [Annual/Quarterly Reports] -Circa 1962-1977 

148  IATTC [Annual/Quarterly Reports] - Circa 1962-1977 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

149  File Room, [Pacific Tuna Development Foundation Programs] - Circa 
1981 
 

150  File Room, [Pacific Tuna Development Foundation Programs] - Circa 
1981 
 

151  Front Office, Latin Negotiations, [Articles, Data Reports, 
Correspondence] - Circa 1980-1981 
 

152  Front Office, Latin Negotiations, [Articles, Data Reports, 
Correspondence] - Circa 1980-1981 
 

153  [Trip Settlements, Arrivals, Departures, Crew Lists] - Circa 1959-1960 
 

154  [Trip Settlements, Arrivals, Departures, Crew Lists] - Circa 1957-1968 
 

155  File Room, [ICCAT Files, Statistics, Imports, Exports]-Circa 1961- 
1979 
 

156  File Room, [ICCAT Files] - Circa 1977-1991 

157 
 

 File Room, [Trade Agreements, Financial Statements, ATA 
Miscellaneous Matters] - Circa 1979-1990 
 

158  File Room, [Correspondence, Agreements, Port Usage, ATA 
Miscellaneous Matters] - Circa 1949-1981 
 

159  ATA Newsletters - Circa 1962-1966 

160  ATA Newsletters, [Correspondence] - Circa 1956-1960 
 

161  ATA Newsletters, [Correspondence, Publications] - Circa 1964-1990 

162  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 
 

163  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 
 

164  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 
 

165  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 
 

166  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 
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BOX 
 

 FOLDER TITLE 

167  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

168  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

169  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

170  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

171  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

172  Oversize [Scrapbooks] 

 


