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Description: The accession consists of records generated and kept by the secretary of 
the Eastern Pacific Oceanic Council during the period 1954-1994.  During this period 
Joseph Reid, Marston Sargent, Michael Laurs and Jack A. Barth served as secretaries 
of EPOC.  The accession includes correspondence dated 1972-1976, Minutes of 
meetings dated 1954-1994, and subject files. 
 
The Eastern Pacific Oceanic Council was established in November 1994 “to further 
oceanographic and biological investigations in the Eastern Pacific for the benefit of 
fisheries.”  Its functions as stated in 1954 are to “assist in coordinated planning and 
execution of work at sea” and “exchange information on research program results.”  
EPOC was modeled on ICES, but was not a governmental organization. EPOC 
planned annual conferences. Initially EPOC members included heads of 
oceanographic institutions, fisheries biologists and federal officials interested in 
fisheries.  The group discussed and influenced national policy on fisheries research, 
planned cruises and coordinated oceanographic research in the Eastern Pacific. The 
organization changed in the 1970’s.  Its membership expanded and included more 
individual scientists rather than institutional representatives. Research grants were 
increasingly given to individual scientists rather than institutions, and so the 
organization had less to do with the planning of specific cruises.  The main work of 
the EPOC leadership was to plan the annual EPOC conference.  During its recent 
history, EPOC includes individual scientists as members and concentrated on regional 
projects and planning. 
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Box     Folder Title 
 
  CORRESPONDENCE SERIES 
 
1   EPOC Correspondence, n.d. 
 
    1972 
 
    1973 
 
    1974 
 
    1975 
 
    1976 
 
  MINUTES SERIES 
 
   EPOC Minutes, 1954 
 
    1955 
 
    1956 
 
    1957 
 
    1958 
 
    1959 
 
    1960 
 
    1961 
 
    1962 
 
    1963 
 
    1964 



Box    Folder Title 
 
   EPOC Minutes (Continued) 
 
1    1965 
 
    1966 
 
    1967 
 
    1968 
 
    1969 
 
    1970 
 
    1971 
 
    1972 
 
    1973 
 
    1974 
 
2    1975 
 
    1976 
 
    1977 
 
    1978 
 
    1979 
 
    1980 
 
    1981 
 
    1982 
 
    1983 
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   EPOC Minutes (Continued) 
 
    1984 
 
    1985 
 
    1986 
 
    1989 
 
    1990 
 
    1991 
 
    1992 
 
    1993 
 
    1994 
 
   EPOC Attendance List, 1974 
 
   SUBJECT FILES 
 
    Climate change in Northeast Pacific, 1972-1974 
 
    Eastropic Atlas, 1973-1974 
 
    Flittner Report [Glenn A. Flittner, “The Status of 
    Synoptic Oceanography Problems and Prospects for 
    The Future.”] 
 
    Legislative Status Report, September 11, 1974 
 
    Report from NACOA, 1974 
 
    National Ocean Policy Study, 1974 
 
    [NRC] Ocean Science Committee and Ocean Affairs, 1974 
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   SUBJECT FILES (Continued) 
 
2    EPOC Jim Snodgrass Contribution, 1972 
 
    Volume on N.E. Pacific 
 
 


