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By RAY DOUCET Call£ornia farm workers." ribl'y ~ompli~nted, bLit 'if the
Canadian; Involvement In 0 The UFW is In n better boycott IS respected In Cnn:

the cUI'rent boycott of Cali- . posItion than, any other or- ada there Is some hope lor
fornia table grapes and ice- ganIzlltion to end the "tradi- the farm workers," .
berg lettuce is "essential to t Ion a I abuses of farm Althouah there Is no pick.
the future of Mexlcan-Amerl- labor. eUni at farms struck by the
can farm W 0 r k e r s," says It Farm labol'ers In Call- UFW m e m b e r s after the
Rev. Bob Gaudet, chaplain fornia have been denied the Teamsters aot their ngree- I
at toypla College, basic right to choose In 11 men t s, ,many workers nrc I

Father Gaudet, a member democratic and properly-su- touring the U,S. and Canada '
of' a' Canadian 'Inter-church pervlsed. fashion th!! union of to get their me3sage to the
com mit tee studying the their choicE! for negotiaUons . population. ' . J

problent$ of farm workers In with grape and lettuce grow-, These people lI...e on char- I
the United States, says Ca- er!!. it)'. getting I)nly $5 a week" I
nadlans must contribute to ,In California, the he art- from their, union. There 13 a I
the bol'coU "because our in- land of attempts to organize, group ot nve In :\'tontreal, !
\'olvement a s consumers farm workers, the agrlcul- the i r rent beinl paid by 'j

who profess a religious faith lure business runs to nearly Lo)'ola students.
dem&nds a moral aw~ren~5 , " $7 bIll ion a year. Grapes "Alt we ask Is that there
and response." am 0 U n t to about six per be. f r e e . elections 80 that ·1
to"\~:e ~=tla:/::~~f:~ cent of the business. jhese ""orkel's con c h"o os e
In the U.S., sin c e these Father Gaudet Efforts, of the UFW to or- the, union they want," says
W 0 r ke r,s are among the g a n I z e t~e grape workers ~'ather Gaudet. "Then per..
poorellt In the world -:- the Major conclusions of the al1! a first step In organizing haps we can begin giving
victims of un1ust labor prac- report are: all other farm workers, but them the justice theyhavl!
Uces." " the .opposition has been S0. never really had."

. "Father Gaudet wa among .. All Canadians· mU 5 t 'sUff that tlie struggle!! of the-- , '" '
a Canadian delegation ot 10 re rain fro m the' purchase last 10 yea r s have often
persons who recently visited a 11 d consumption of ,non- proved frultles!. "
the California region to meet UFW table grapes and head Father Gaudet says that.,
with growers. uniOl.oHlclals '(Iceberg) lettuce £I'om Call- , "once the grape workers are
and civic leaders. .' fornla and Ar I Z 0 n A Iluntll finally entrenched in a solid

The recommendations of for e secret-ballot elecflons union, then other parlsof
the g r 0 up have been pre- are held for union represen- the a8rl·buslness would be
sented to church leaders In tatIl1"." , organized." '
Montreal and Toronto.The • 'The farm worker Issue '''It 0 \V eve r' there is so
report supports -the attempts - Is more than a simple strug-:-- t1nichpollHeal '·abUae~··\v1th-

.of the United Farm Workers . gle between' two unions, in- power plays by the growers,
CUFW) union be a d e d bv v 0 Iv I n g as ~eU the "lIIe- that the task at times seems
Ce s a r Cha~ez, to organize and-death" attempts of an uverwhelmlng."
the farm workers. Indigenous social movement He said the UFW gained a

1t strongly crIticizes what that Is fig h tin g for the '''magnlf1c1ent'' con t rae t,
It describes as efforts by the "basic humlln rights of tens under Mr. Chavez ill mid-
Teamsters Union to "steal" of thousands of people." 1970. However, when It ex-

'exlstl~s contracts from the • The Ull'W represents p Ire d April 15, 1973. the
UFW. the "b est Interests of tpa 'grape II rower s made, a

"sweetheart deal" with the,
Teamaters, d r 0 p pin g the .
UFW. '

"The laborers had no Idea
of the contracts and every
one was s hoc ked that a
union would be" granted con
trncts -Without consulting the
membership" Father Gaudet
sold.

1!;ven tae Call1orma Su
preme Court t e r rn eel' the
Teamsters' contracts lIIegal,
but nothing has been done
about the collusion.

"The whole matter Is ter-


