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We finally have the opportun-
ity to bring California farming into |
i| the 20th century to stay: N
“That 7S-year-old goal might .
have been .reached: last yedr with .
enacment of the Agrlcultural La:
bor Relations Act — . if .growers
hadn't opénly violated the- law, and ©

.-if their leglslatlve allies hadn’t then made the law

10perative by -cutting off its funding. '
The United Farm ‘Workers Union has a plan to
the ALRA back irto operation permanently, -
¥, afid to-make it virtually grower-proof. The
icle.is an initiative petition which the UFW has
*i-’c1rculatmg since late March. It would put the
SRA into the State Constitution and, among other
things, requlre the Leglslature to fund 1t ona cont1n- :

“The" UFW has only until Aprll 30 to collect the -
40,000 51gnatures it: thinks will be needed to quallfy'
hé initiative for the June ballot. -

‘don’t bet against the UFW. The-union has
téds of members and supporters scurrying
the state with petltlons They've been work- |
it 14 hours a day, in what could. very well be a -
of the UFW’s overwhelmingly successful cam- -
n-of 1972 agamst 'the v1c1ously anti- -unionr Pro-
ion 22, -
If the UFW does - qual1fy the " initiative, Calif:
voters will at last be able to. grant farm workers: .
otectxons which most other workers ‘take for |
ted, \
Merely rev1v1ng the ALRA and maklng it per-.
nent would theoretically provide those -protec- |
) .'But the initiatiye proposes to do ‘more than
- Tt would" buttress those’ protectlons by
mng growers to grant access to organizers prlor _
4 1o the “ynion representation eléctions guaranteed by
3 ‘the’law and by subjecting growers to treble damages |
for ugifair labor practlces

. -even‘when it was-operating, the ALRA was serlously :
¥ +ha "pered by grower refusal to allow union |
- organizers to campaign-and by blatant violations of ]

- the act’s prohibitions agamst intimidation of workers
- and organizers. 5
- =" Growers; you can be suré; will not. abandon such
:*conduct as long as the ALRA"is not stfengthened. So
. it-wouldn’t help workers much even if the growers’

| “legislative supporters did back off from their refusal .'

; to'vote for re-funding the ALRA.
-« . Those legislators, in any case, cannot be expect-.

ed to make anything but a temporary retreat. As |
ng as the ALRA is not implarted in- the State Con- .
stitution, they. will be constantly trying to weaken it,
hrough withhelding funds and otherwise. ,
1. -What’s needed, obv1ously. is a strengthened
Agrlcultural Labor Relations Act, freg from -attack
1.b

ic-tight of everyone 1n"20th centur Amerlca ‘

lid hope

Those provisions are ‘extremely 1mportant For ¢

y-those who refuse to recognize that unionization is. §




