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The Year of Elections has thvown the movement into
disarray. Il is the fivst presidential election to come along
since movement people stopped talking about moval protest
and started talking about powev. Amevican elections are
seductive: they offev the spectacle of power shifting hands.
“In Amevica we have a peaceful vevolution every four

vears,”’

some politician once said., And we all want a

revolution, vight? And peaceful, if possible,
We are confronted with a sevious contvadiction., We have
a victory for our movement, But it is also a victory Jor

those who wrule Ameaevica,

Their weathevvane, the New

York Stock Market’s Dow Jones Average, which has visen
at each menlion of peace, in vecent months, shows this
cleavly. If Two Gun Tex veally isn’t going to vun, if the war
im Vietnam is wveally going to be ended, bolth we -- the
pacifisl, religious, movalistic, revolutionary, streetfighting,
communisl, middle class peace movement -- togetherv with
the insurveclionary black movement -- and our true enemies
have coalesced lo bring this about, Our problem now is that
they know how to move in the future, while we ave confused.

They are uut confused because thiey
understind that o ehange in the euard at
the Whire Flowse will not destroy im-
periallam. Insread It will make that sume
imperialism more palatuble to those who
do ot suffer under it directly. They are
not confused
their gou

hecause they dre clear about

. they are well orgunized; und
they dre ablé to make tacticul shifts,
when rhe ) cab extension of their pol-
icies is leading . Thus, if the
continuation of the war will lead to 2
finanaciul
Americin

tw dlsaster

erisis. if major sections of

capitalismy are beine hurt
rather than lelped by present policies,
if the threat of imernal political chaos
threatens long term interests, then a shift
in tactics is net ojily intellleent, it is
imperative,

We must be e¢lear that the shift we are
seeing isonly tactical, Ourehem les wantlo
bring the Vietnamese war to o dignified
close;, not because it is an imperialist
war, bul because it is no longer a pro-
ducrtive form of imperialism. Lyndon has
td #o not because he wants to fight pop-
ular revolutions around the world, butbe-

cause he happens to Be the personality
the power structure choese o sacrifice
fight against this purticulsr
popular revolution has become tue costly
for the very interests which initiuted ir.
Our enamies know where their Interests
lie and they move accardingly

We are confused becanse we. lack the
power necessary to ke
and beca
and the strategy necessary to reach

apals, Our enemiies

when the

redal Cli.:-:___'_'_':
we dre uncertain about our
goals
these liave moved
strategically. In part olir problem: is that
we often see ourselves as a collection of
fractioned groups - and
Politically, we dre a force.

That foree ‘coutains many of us who
do mot just want to end the war, or
lessen poverty, or ger farm workers a
better ‘chapce to buy the junk America
has ro sell. We wunt to do away with
the structure that maintaing war and
oppression in this country and around
the world, That's imperialism, and Robert
Kennedy and Gene McCarthy, just as Lyn-
don Jolinson — dre imperialists.

We who feel this way must pull our-

personalities.
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ONE DOWN-THREE TO GO?

gelves to gether into a congcious left
that articulates a philosphy of life, We
must mdintain our identity, an identity
that buth Gene McCarthy and Bobby Ken-
nedy so desperitely want to destroy. We
will not clean up for Gene. We will not
clean up for anyone.

The tasks before us are not simple,
Most importantly we must be able toreach
new people every day. The movement
can no longer afford to write off the white
working class as reactionary, racist and
well fed; nor the hippies as apolitical
and out of it; nor the farm workers for
having joined the AFL-CID, We must
attempt to move these people in funda-
mental ways. We must try to convince
them tllat their lives can make a dif-
ference in the creation of & belter Amer-
ica and-a better world.

To do this we must begin to/build un-
soing permanent organizations, instifu-
tions and ideologies that people can re-
léte to. Institutions that cdan give “‘our
constithency a tangible idea of the dif-
ferent human values we hold as rad-
icals'', Institutions thar will allow people
to come together and develop new re-
lationships; institutions that will pro-
vide the social, emotional and psycholog-
ical support to people; like oursélves,
whio are making d break with the dominint
institutions of the society, The Shire
Schionl in S4n Francisco, the Poison Cookie
Hole Coffee Shop in
imples of these kinds of institutions. |
Community centers and freedom schools
are othiers that should be buile.

To de this will require o fundamental
change in pur presemt life styles,; Thisre-
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quires that we lead radical lives not only
on weéek-ends, not only in our spare rime,
not only when we attend meetings once or
twice a wesk, not only when we put out leaf-
lets, hold forums, go to demonstrations,
put out newspapers--but in our everyday
lives: those Hves we must lead to earn a
living. We must begin to make gur every-
day life styles congruent with our polit-
ictl convictions. Only then will we be
able to reach and move our people,

At the same time we must build ur-
ganizations that can both tie people to-
gether and begin to develop a strategy
and ideology for our movement. Righ
now we truly have no adult radical move-
ment. We have no place for former
students, who were turned on by SDS,
SNCC or §50C, to go. While we vften ash
the question ‘‘What are you going tu
do with your Life?”’, we have: nothing to of-
fer prospective doctors, teachers, Social
workers, lawyers, management traitiges,
cliemists -- in short anyone who isn't a
student,’’

Obviously the prospective changing of
the guard at the White House will, at least
tempordrily, pull away larze numbers of
our potential constituency. For a period
4t least our numbers will shrink, we may
well feel isolired and alone. This should

y be a time of consolidation, of hard work,

of internal education, We should reassess
our own politics which many of us have
not been able to think about in long range
terms «due to the pressure of day to day
work.

We should reaech out to those people

cont.onp. 16
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To the Editor:

As an activist in the Peace and Freedom
Party from its beginning, I would like to
correct some misconceptions about the
PFP (and about electoral politics in gen-
eral) contained in Buddy Stein’s and
Lincoln Bergman's article in the January
issue of THE MOVEMENT. Especially
at this stage in the history of the move-
ment, it is absolutely essential that there
be a thorough discussion of electoral
politics as an arena for radicals. And
given the prevailing suspicion of elec-
toral politics in some sections of the
Left, such a discussion is doubly im-
portant,

To begin with, Stein and Bergman’s
article presupposes a necessary di-
chotomy between community organizing
and electoral politics, Thus: *‘THE MOVE-
MENT has always seen community or-
gdnizing as the main task of our gener-

') A\

adequate garbage collection; and street
lights? For thirty years, Saul Alinsky’s
organizations have proved ' that. Thus,
BOTH types of organization -- electoral
or non-electoral -- are subject to similar
pressures which can lead to complacency.
Now, the PFP was able to get onthe ballot
because of the widespread disillusionment
with the two major parties and their
leaders. Thousands are discontented with
the war, with racism, and are casting

about for alternatives. As such, the great'

bulk of rthose registered in the PFP are
probably not radicals but are becoming
increasingly receptive to radical ideas.
Thus, it is not as Stein and Bergman for-
mulate it: that the PFP should educate
its workers. For if the PFP is to be
truly democratic, radicals must realize
that at this point they are probably a
minority within the party and must fight
like hell for their point of view. You can’t
have it both ways. Our task, then, is to

LETTERS -

REED REFUSES

To the Editor:

Many of the students graduating from
college this spring will be drafted by the
end of the summer. We, comprising 667,
of the male seniors of Reed College, Port-
land, Oregon, will not serve in the armed
forces of the United States.

Our decision is irrevocable, Our con-
sciences do not permit us to participate
in this senseless and immoral war.

We are sure that tens of thousands
of students throughout the country will
join us in resistance.

Signed:
69 Male Seniors of Reed College
Reed College Senior Class
Box 223, Reed College
Portland, Oregon 97202
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ation, The Peace and Freedom Party has
done little to change our minds.” Yert,
at the article’s conclusion the writers at
least see a possibility for the PFP to
‘‘undertake radical education and long-
range community organizing,”' thereby
obliterating this dichotomy while putting
the discussion into the realm of tactics
(i.e. how best to organize communities
for radical action). It is to this tactical
question that I address myself.

Stein and Bergman's main objections
to the tactic of electoral politics (and
specifically to the Peace and Freedom
Party) seem to fall into three general
categories: one, regarding the lack of
a ‘‘base’ in the community; two, the
tendencies toward opportunism inherent
in electoral campaigns without internal
education; and three, the impossibility
of achieving change through the ballot
box. 1 shall deal with each in turn.

Community Base

The writers argue that the PFP was or-
ganized from the *‘‘top down,’’ that it
lecks a base, that it was built ‘‘before
community groundwork has been laid.”
If that is what is meant by a ‘‘base,’’ then
I suppose lcouldalso accuse non-electoral
community organizers of organizing from
the ‘‘top down,”” and *‘without a base’’
every time they step into a new community.
The same criteria apply to both kinds
of activities. The decisive question,
rather, should be: How do you go about
CREATING a base? How do you best
organize people around the issues that
effect their lives? Bergman and Stein,
somewhat begrudgingly, acknowledge the
attractiveness of electoral politics to
many people, that the PFP has *‘involved
hundreds of movement-oriented people
as workers,”” who have ‘‘reached com-
munities and places which have never been
touched before by the movement,’’ Infact,
they admit that ‘‘Precisely because of
the American belief in the electoral pro-
cess people do commit themselves t
activities in the context of an electoral
campaign which they will not engage in
at other times.'’ The logic of which leads
me to conclude that electoral politics.
precisely BECAUSE it is capable of in-
volving, and thus organizing, great num-
bers of people, should be a major arena
for serious radicals. Thus, to bemoan
the lack of a prior base just when the
PFP is attempting to BUILD a base
(for radical electoral and non-electoral
action) is really missing the point.

Internal Education

Secondly, Stein and Bergman see the
need for internal edication in the PEP.
OUn this I wholebeartedly agree: witholit
it electorsl campaigns can easily degen-
erdte into mere exercises in vote-gettng.
No doubt ubout it. Butisn'ticalserrie that

without interndl education, non-electoral
commiunity organizations can eustly de-
generdate into mere servige clubs with

no broader perspective thun providing

help raise consciousness in an organiz-
ation which we do not control and should
not control, This, it seems to me, is
what all radicals should be doing.

Elections and Power

Lastly, Stein and Bergman indicate that
engaging in electoral politics, without
internal education to be sure, ‘‘reinforces
the faith in the ballot box as the only ef-
fective path to basic social change.”" This
formulation, however, glosses over the
nature of political power, andparticularly
the process of winning power. I would
agree that in the final analysis, norevolu-
tionary political party, should it receives
a majority of votes in this or any other
country, would be allowed to take power
by the existing government., There would
be a revolution first. But another thing

is certain. As long as a majority of -

people in this country give their allegi-
ance to either of the two parties, no
revolution can ever take place, for that al-
legiance is what legitimates the power
of those parties and the interests they
represent. That is why electoral politics
can be so useful: it is only when increas-
ing numbers of people, by breading with
the political Establishment begin to See
the true nature of American ‘‘democracy,”’
they will begin to see the real nature
of political power. Obviously, when the
PFP demands the immediate withdrawal

of troops from Vietnam, or setting Huey *

Newton free, no one has any illusions
that such demands will be met merely
by virtue of our presence in the political
arena. However, to the degree that we
threaten the Establishment with a loss to
their Political base (i.e., their legit-
imacy for power), that Establishment
then begins to reveal its naked coercive
power. Thus, by raising these absolutely;
reasonable demands for millions to hear,
the PFP is doing more to raise conscious-
ness than any non-electoral community
organization that I know of in California.

Be Active

I therefore encourage all radicals to
become active in community organiza-
tion which has both electoral and non-
electoral aspects. It excludes neither,
because it doesn’t see them as counter-
posed. In fact, the PFP has been a main
sponsor of demonstrations in the bay
area -- including the Fairmont demon-
stration against Rusk and the pro-Huey
demonstrations. It is easy enough to stand
aloof and bemoan tendencies that exist in
any movement, electoral or non-electoral.
Only by fighting WITHIN these move-
ments can we fight those tendencies and
build that base which we desire. This is not
to say that there can be any guarantee that
the Peace and Freedom Party will not

degenerate. No one has a crystal ball.
But at this point it certainly merits and
welcomes the participation of all radicals.
Joel Jordun

Independent Socialist Club

Peidce and Frecdum Party
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SLIGHTS
VIETNAM
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Vietnam veterans, former service-
men, and federal employees who are
presently out of work received good
news last month, When they reported
to their state unemployment offices to
collect their weekly compensation al-
lowances, they were handed a little
notice reading, ‘‘Federal funds for the
payment of unemployment compensation
on your claim have been exhausted.”
Congress has failed to make available
new funds. So ‘‘our boys’’ are being
neglected until Congress irons out the
political hassles involved, while unem-
ployed bank tellers and ex-Dow em-
ployees continue to collect. -

MARTIN LUTHER KING

By the time this is printed the initial shock of Martin
Luther King’s assassination will have passed.

That shock was veal. Something inside the psyche of
Amevica died when he died — something too inside
the heads and heavts of many of us in the movement.

Fov all the criticisms that have been levelled
against King in the past —forallthe posthumous praise
Jrom dubious and hypocrwitical souvces — the death of
the man brings home havd once move soma sometimes

Jorgotten things.

Our movement began with the freedom struggles
in the South, That struggle was the impetus and inspiv-
ation for much of what we think and do today. Resis-
tance to oppression was a constant factor thrvoughout the
‘history of black people in America, In our lifetimes
that vesistance has broadened to unprecedented scale.

For many wveasons, which we pevhaps only partly |
undevstand, which futuve historvians will have to detail,
the event that is most often pointed to as the beginning |
of the lavger freedom struggles occurred that day when
Rosa Pavrks refused to move to the back of the bus . . .

In late 1955 the Montgomery bus boycolt began. Out
of that stvuggle emevged Marvtin Luthev King, a vecent
Ph.D from Boston University, as a leaderv and spokes-
man. In Montgomery his house was bombed, Later he
moved to Atlanta and was instrumental in ovganizing
the Southern Chvistian Leadevship Confervence. The rest

1S history — ouvr history.

The struggles, speeches, arrests, and thveats upon the
life of Dv. King have by now been detailed again and
again in countless memovials and obituarvies. Those
struggles and that unfovgetiable voice made great con-
trvibutions to the struggle to ‘‘let freedom ving’’ in

Amevica.

cont. on pg. 15
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KNOCKING AT THE GATE
IN 68

by- Lineoln and Arlene Periman

“If you don’t do it, someone else will®”

This statement came at a key timein
the deliberativns of the plenury session
at the meeting (March 23-24) in Chigugo
to launch a new national coalirion to con-
front the Democratic Convenrion. Tom
Hayden's statement expressed the thrust
of the coalition organizers, It was a con-
certed thrust that caught many movement
Srass-roots urg;lnizérs unprepared.

More than 200 delezates arriving at
the plush camp outside Chicago were met
with traditional barrace of position pa-
pers -- few discussed, fewer read, Dur-
ing the first morning’s session there was
an uneventful panel discussion.

The afternoon workshops were unani-
mous in their distrust of an immediate
call for a centralized action in Chicago
this summer, They were adamint about

their opposition to the **McKennedy Thing”
hut split over how to respond to it., Some
wanted an eéxplicit rejection of the 2
candidates. Others were tempted Dby the
coalition organizers’ *“‘hest-of -two-
worlds’’ proposal, “*To clearly sepdrite
us from those events dnd yet make us
politically relevant to the energy they
(the candidares) have released.”’

'THE CALL

The important decisions onthese issiies
were vored on Saturday night and Sunday
morning, In the evening, first Carlos
Russell presented the black caucus posi-
tion paper and a programmudtic 13 points.

The paper condemned the Dem-
ocratic and Republican Parties as sources
of racism and oppression and called for
a confrontation at the Democratic Conven-
tion, Russell made a deliberate effort at
full discussion to avoid the kind of accu-
sations which followed the NCNP.

In spite of Russell’'s attempt. the bluck
caucus proposals were quickly adopted by
the plenury session. (Afterall, ‘there was
a lot of business to cover’’). But in en-
A\ dorsing the black position paper, the plen-
ary virtyally committed itself to a con-
frontation in Chicaco this summer without
a full polirical discussion.

For the rest of the evening the politics
of that decision were couched in terims of
structure, Should the call come now or be
postponed until a conference of regional
groups in June? The conference organiz-
ers and peace liberals pushed for the
immediare call. Opponents, grass roots
organizers and SDS types, wanted the
postponenient of the call or none at all,
The discussion was a discussion of attri-
tion. The "lt yot~don’t-do - it-someovne -
else-will 'thrust combined with the fact
that opponents didn't really have them-
selves together, ensured the passage ofan
immediate cull. The question of the speci-

fic structure and tactics of the Democratic .

Convention was postponed till June,

RESPONSE TO McKENNEDY

The issue, how to respond to the Mc-
Kennedy thing,
decision to do semething at the Clicago
Democratic Convention, But the meeting
still hadn't discussed the miinimal political
policy statement on which the coalition
would be hased. A veryincomplete discus-
sion came Sunday morning.

Do we define our political and program-
matie stunce ‘"TOWARD" or “'AGAINST”
the Kennedy und McCarthy candidacies?
The debate over the word was not 4 stylis-
tic one. The deliite pointed to a deep di-
vision in political orientations. Everyone
affirmed the need to maintain the identity
of the movement but refused to come to
grips with what that identity micht be,

The “TOWARD' McKennedy people
were afraid to reject McKennedy out-
right-some because they will probably
support McKennedy, others because they
thought they could better use the ener-

was partly resolved by the

gies MeKennedy released by not being *‘too
liostile.'" They hoped by remaining vague,
they might be able to talk to McKennedy
supporters, even bring them back to the
movement, Their underlying dssimption
was that constitueney of the new coalition
wotild be mostly the middle-class kids
who “‘cledned up for Gene' ' and the libh-
eral peace vote,

The ‘*Agzainst™ McKennedy people in-
sisted that in order to clearly define the
movement's position, we had to be explicit
and consistent in rejecting McKennedy
along  with the Democratic Party, If the
Democratic Party is the source of racism
and imiperialism @s EVERYONE reiter-
ated), then McKennedy only represents a
saner, superficially more palatable wing
of racism and imperialism, The ““Azainst™
people feared absorption and cooption into
the MeKennedy thing, unless we could offer
a solid alternative prozram, They also had

a mpre radical view of their potential
constituency. They overwhelmingly lost
the vote.

MOBILIZATION OR
ORGANIZATION?

After a few minor amendments to the
2-1/2 page call that the coalitionorganiz-
ers issued, a three-man initiating commit-
tee was elected. Rennie Davis, Dave Del-
linger and Vernon Grizzard will be re-
sponsible for convening unother confer-
ence in June and coordinating the orguniz-
ing efforts of regional groups.

The politics of the conference wasrem-
iniscent of the peace politics of 1960-63,
garnished now by the Yippies. The con-
ference never came near discussing a
rddical political program, To condemn
ritually racism and imperialism was ally
So far, these appear to be the polities of
protesi, not resistiance -of mobilizing,
not or&unizing, [But much depends on the
wark of the regional proups. Several
vears ago coalitions did not condemn
imperialism, even ritually. This may be
a step forward.

The conference gave a lot of lip ser-
vice to the importance of locul organizing.
Miny verbal cancessions were made to
make nobilization o« tool for local or-
ganizing, the program mc-.ntia.-nei!(ﬂmugll
the conference didn’t diScuss)many ideas
for local orsanizing, und the structure
of the coalition gives autonomy to local
groups, The coalition also has plentiful
resources

We should try to work with it. But first
we must get strdight in our own heads
what is “‘the politics of resistance'aour
program? There was a lot of ‘'SDS-
baiting’® at the conference. Part of ‘it
was justified. Many people lean on the
rhetoric of community organizing without
any concrete programn for organizing
radical base, The coalition represénts
another cliallenge to radical vrganizers to
get themselves together. -«

LINE

THE FIRING

NEEDS HELP

The FIRING LINE, the JOIN Commitnity
Unpion newspaper in Chicago, is inmurgent
need of 2 people experienced in laying
out und compesiting.

We have no money for saluries. All we
have to offer in return for your labor is
love and apprecidation, plus the msight
to begained by working, living, and learn-
ing in a poor and working classneigh
borhood.

Al replies should be sent tor
Peggy Terry
Editor, THE FIRING LINE
4431 N, Clifton \venue
Chicago, lllinois
60640
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HOUSTON SDS UNDER
ATTACK

On the evening of March 5, three shot-
gun blasts ripped through two rooms of
the family home of Daniel J. Schaelit, an
SDS war protestor, in the latest of a series
of threats amd violence attributed to the
local KKK aimed at HHouston’s anti-war
movement, Luckily, no ene at the home
was hurt.

The first confrontdtion with the right
began over a year ago, when members of
the Houston Committee to [ndthe War en-
gaged in speech-muaking and leafleting in
downtown Houston were agsaulied by merm-
bers of the local United Klans of America,
At least five cases of damage by firearms
to the homes and businesses of HCEWV
and SDS members reported to the local
authorities huve not led to a single arrest.

Harassment Arrests

Muost likely, this recent attdck was trig-
gered by the arrest, trial and convigtionof
Jarretr Smith, [r. and Daniel ]. Schacht
for the unlawful wearing of parts of the
uniform of the US. Army during a4 skit
performed in front of the local induction
center, in coordination with the December
4, 1967, Stop the Draft Week, The Bong-
the Cong Keportsire: Theatre, a local
SDS endeavor, enacted the hrwml skaying
of u Vietnumese peasant for the indnctees.
This ie u simple case of costly hirass-
ment intended to stifle anti-war dissent.
Apre-trial motion to quash the indiet-
ment. emphugizing constitutional rights
of free expression and thed iseriminatory
application of this law wasrejected by Fed-
eral Judge James T. Noel,

At the trial eacl witness for tlie pros-
ecution carefullv refrained from char-
acterizing the defentants’actions as a skit
or theatrical prodiction in fear thut any
such admission would favor the inter-
pretation of a complementary U5, Code
giving Dblanket authority to wear the
uniform “‘in J theatricdl or motion picture
production, if there is no intent to dis-
credit the drmed forces, " Testimony of
the defense, however, clearly Indicated

that the skit was written, planned, re-
hearsed, and props procured for a ‘‘the-
atrical production,’’ This led the govern-
ment attorneys toward questioning the
intent of the defendents.

The government objected to the intru-
duction of memorahle passages from NO
TIME FOR SERGEANTS, THE CAINE
MUTINY COURT MARTIAL, and DR,
STRANGE LOVE, allunprosecuted views of
the military from burlesque to hlack
humnor. The governmeat ulso vbjected to
the presenting of dociinentation of 115,
atrocities against civiliins, statements of
fact, The Judge sustained both vhjectivns,

The twoanda half duy trial, culminated
in a crescendo of surrcuality in the final
summation by U5, A=sistant A\tterney
Moose lHartman who tld the defendants
that ““If you don't like it liere, there
are boats leaving every day.”’ Also, ‘I you
canie to my home, you wouldn’t be able
to wiulk into L‘ullrr."inlpl' Ly that lie would
kill or maim a civiliun. It should be clear
thut liis remarks call for the same type
of terrorism used by the Klan.

Sentences

Jarrett and Danny returned to be sepn-
tenced on February 29. |arrett was fined
$250 and given a six months probared
sentence on the condition thir he not asg-
sociate with SDS or the University of
Houston Student Humanist Associition, for
threg years, disregurding the First
Amendment guarantees of free dsqemblvl

Th: Judge told of Schacht's conceiving
and currying out the portrayal of Atner-
ican servicemen killing a pregnuant wemin,
Since he showed no ‘‘grief or remorse’
in expressing his belief, he was given the
maximum penalty of six months and $250
fine. The defendants are appealing the case
with the assistance of the Texas Civil
Liberties Union.

Contributions to coyver the cost of de-
fense can be sent to Daniel |, Schache and
Jarrett Smith, Jr., 1620W, Main, Houston,
Texuas, 77006. -
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FIVE FIGHT FOR THEIR LIVES

Just over a year ago, in March 1967, students at Texas Southern University in Houston
began a revolt against conditions on the campus. Grievances included bad food, early
curfews for women, and the lack of courses in the modern branches of engineering and
technology. The response of the administration was predictable, The TSU Friends of SNCC
group was thrown off campus, a warrant was issued for the arrest of one student
organizer, and the group's faculty advisor was fired. This led to a student boycott and the
raiging of new demands including: dropping the charges against the arrested student;
increasing the salary of faculty members; a student court for disciplinary cases; the
removal of the dean from the local draft board: and disarming the campus police.

(THE MOVEMENT, May 1967).

In May, students from TSU joined high school and college students from around the city
in support of protests by local black citizens over intoleragle conditions at the city high
schools and the death of a young black child by drowning at an unfenced city garbage dump.
These protests allowed the city to retaliate against the students at TSU in force.

On May 17, hundreds of armed police invaded the TSU campus and arrested 489 stu-
dents, During the so-called riot, in which cops fired wildly, one policeman was killed,
apparently by a ricochet from another cop's gun. Shortly after, five TSU students, all
members of the Frierids of SNCC group, were arrested and charged with being responsible
for this death, (THE MOVEMENT, September, 1967).

One of the five, Floyd Nichols, has been traveling around the country trying to get
publicity for the cdse. He was in San Francisco last week and we talked to him about the
case and conditions on black campuses around the country.

The MOVEMENT: Tell us what the state
of the TS5lI Five case is right now,
Floyd: The trial has been put off again

and again,

The MOVEMENT: Why? -

Floyd: The D.A, asked for a change of
venue because of too much publicity. He
wdits it moved to East Texas. le wants
to. move the triul to Liberty, Texas.
Most everyhody up there is against black
peaple,

The MOVEMENT:
from Houston?
Floyd: About sixty miles.

The MOVEMENT: And its overwhelming-
ly white?

Floyd: You have most of the Klu Klux
Klan and Minutemen further east,

The MOVEMENT: Hut you want to keep
the case in Houston?

Floyd: 1 da, yes,

How fur is Liberty

Floyd Nichols (left) and Starley Wright.

Treasurer of TSU Friends of SNCC ar THE
MOVEMENT office. (photo: Mark Hardesty)

say Is that you guys conspired to incite
this riot and in the process of that riot
& cop was killed and therefore you're

responsible for his death,

Floyd: They say we're responsible for two
criminal assaults and also the murder.
The MOVEMENT: Have they determined
how the police officer was actually killed?
Floyd: They had a little article in the
paper. saying no student could have killed
him and the ballistics report along with
the coroners report sald lie was mor-
tally wounded by a .30 caliber police
officer's hullet.

The MOVEMENT: Apparently the bullet
ricocheted from another cop’s gun?
Floyd: Yes. They were shooting wild
and they were shooting AR-IS shells,
They shot around 6,000 rounds of AR-15

shells into the dormitory. And the police

officers were shooting at other golice
- - i By =

The MOVEMENT: What is the stmosphene
in Houston around the case?

Floyd: Most of the people still realize
that the five people they have cliarged are
innocent, | mean thut's clear cut. Bt
they're trying to put it off 1 believ: rill
most of the public forgets about it-- until
they grow weuary und tired of walting for
the trial to come and ther they'll prob-
ably rush inte court and rush us out of
court,

Charges

The MOVEMENT: What are the five of
you specifically charged with?

Floyd: First, conspiracy and incitement
to riot. They say we ure responsible for
murder and two assaults to murder. This
is why the DA is asking for the death
pendlty, It is bused on an old anti-labor
law where if luborers would strike und
the police would set-in to breuk the strike
well chen whatever injuries would resule,
they would pick out the so-cilled ledders
or people who were suppased to have led
the strike and if anybody was injured or
anything then they would be charged with
that,

The MOVEMENT: What they're trying to

officers. A lot of them had o be taken
to the hospitil,

Why These Five?

The MOVEMENT: Where were you when
the disturbance occurred?

Floyd: 1 was about 10 or 15 miles dway
during all this shooting,

The MOVEMENT: What about the vest of
the defendants?

Floyd: Two others were inithe dorm when
they arrested the 480 some odd students
dnd one was aleeady in jail and the other
WilS 4CTUSS town.

The MUOVEMENT: How soon did they arrest
you'?

Floyd: They arrested me dbout 28 liolrs
after.

The MOVEMENT: Did you get lawyers
rizht away ?

Floyd: First we got NAACDP lawyers and
now we have other lawyers -- some are
connected with the ACLL',

The MOVEMENT: Whaut do vou think is the
reason that you five were picked out?
Floyd: We hud been active in protests
centered around the campus on police

brutality and trumped-up charges when
we marched on the courthouse. And we
were trying to teach black history be-
cause we didn't have black history in the
schools,

The MOVEMENT: So they were retaliating
for previous agitation?

Floyd: For two protests on the 16th. One
was in Sunnyside -- a black childdrowned
in the dump ~-- they had fences around the
playground, but not around the dump, which
was 20 ft. deep and the child fell in and
drowned. And also danother protest in
Northeast Holiston where they were beiiting
up black high school students who were
attending Northwood Jr. High School. They
were being beaten with ax handles and
chains and whatever. They had arrests
at both protest sites and they arrested
preachers and deacons and deacons and
sisters of the church and students at
Northwood Jr. High.

The MOVEMENT: You're out on hailnow?
Floyd: Right.

The MOVEMENT: How much is the bail?
Floyd: $10,000 a piece.

Political Defense

The MOVEMENT: How are you fighting the
case?

Floyd: I'm not going through criminal
court proceedings -~ that’s trying you
ds a criminal and the whole thing Is
political.

The MOVEMENT: The other defendants
didln’t wanr ta do that though?

Floyd: So far they haven't,

The MOVEMENT: What are the reasons
you're fighting the case politically?
Floyd: To try and get dll five defendants
off the hook, including myself, by any
medns nécessary. The whole thing is
political. We were arrested on political
grounds. You seg the mayor wants to get
re-elected und we were talking about a
black muyor, black people on the city
council and it’s all lily whire, and black
people on the school board which is al-
most all lily white. The whole thing in
Houston is political and the whole thing

cont.onp. 15
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Harassment of Black Panthers Continues:

“CONSPIRACY’ AND GUN CHARGES

BERKELEY, CAL. —Buay Ared police con-
tinued their harassment of the [lack Pan-
ther Pdrty for Self Defense with un early
Sunday morning rdid, Feb. 25, on the
home of Bobby Seale, Chairman of the
Panthers., At 3 a.m. Six Berkeley cops
drmed with: shotguns burst into and ran-
sacked Seale’s house while holding Seale
andd his wife, Artie, at gunpeint. Without
warrdants either for search or arrest the
cops arrested the Seale's, churging them
with conspiracy to murder, carrying agon-
ceiled weapon, possessing dnillegal shot-
gun, and possessing 4 .45 caliber auto-
matic with disficured serisl numbers.
Shortly afterward, four other members of
the Pantliers weére surrounded by threée
sfquad cars carrying shotgun-armed cops,
and jailed on similar charges. The police
tried to defend this intrusion without ¢ war-
rant by claiming there was “‘reaspnuble
cause’’ and that they had been invesrigating
a ““disturbance in the area." Bail wassub-
sequently set at $11,000 each far the
Seales, and '$6,000 for the other foup,
These arrests toek place in the context
of & weekend-long move by the cops agdinst
the Panthers, in which at ledst ten gther
Panthers werearrestedonchargesranging
from using profanity to inciting 4 riot as
they atrempred Lo stop pulice brutalization
of 4 hlack womun.

Conspiracy Charge Dropped

Confusion ensued for two days following
the arrests, withSedle being releasedSun-
day, inoraing, in spite of the murder con-
spiracy charges, ‘and neither fhe cops,
nor the District Attorney, nor the local
papers being able tm presént any loglcdl
lustification for the police dctions, (On
Monday, Feb, 26, arwally of several hun-
dreed in suppert of the Panthers cathered
arid filled the Alameda Munieipal Court,
Berkeley, where urraignment proceedings
wers taking. plice, but no charges were

Rap Still in Jail . . .

SNCC has paid our $3,000 o bail H. Rap
Brown out of the New Orleans |uil where
he hus heen imprisoned and fasting for over
4 montl. But Rap still remdins a political
prisoner, in the custody of the 1.5, govern-
ment. He 1§ now beind transferredto Mlex-
andria, Virginia, where they will hold i
for extradition to Cambridge. Maryland ~-
where he is to stund trial, If it Sounds a
little confusing to you, don't worry ubout
your ability to figure this legal maze out
—- cayse the mun has deliberately cre-
ated 4 web of confusion andtraps, inorder |
ta effectively silence Rap und keep hiniont

of circulation,

pressed and the drrajgnment was post-
poneduntil Tuesday, Meunwhile, bond had
been reduced on all sixprisoners. Finally,
on Tuesday, official charges were filed,
but n¢ congpiracy churgesappeared, since
the court could net produce any intended
victims. Sedle dnd his wife were charjed
instead with several felony  gun law
violations, while the othier defendants were
charged with gun law misdemeaners.

Harassment and Retaliation

Commenting on the motives hehind the
police crackdown, the Huey P. Newtun
Defense Fund stared that the arrests were
""hlatant harassments and attempis to
drain funds from the Black Panther Party
which is involved in mobilizing support
for Huey I’. Newton, Minister of Defense, ™
and constituted a ““direct retaliation
aguinst the party for lLoldinge the muass
rally for Newton's defense in Ouklund
on Feb. 17." (Thut rafly, at whiclh Stoke-
ly Carmichuel, Rdp Brown, James For-
man, and Hobby Sesle had spoken, as
well as a number of other rallies and
meetings the week preceding the aryests,
had gained o grede dedl of Financial dand
cammunity support for Newton's defense
amaong the [Black people in the Bay Areas)
Clhurles I, Garry, Jdefense luwyer for
the six, who pled all of them nmot pujlty.
stated that the most recent arcests were
“‘u  simokescreen (o peison the atmns-
phere arount the Huey Newton'tridl,  [le
termed the charges agdainst the Seale’s
‘rrumped u
acting 48 defense attorney Ip o the New-=
ton Ciase,

At a preliminary hearing on March 19,
wlidch was Leld pver Garey's
that the prosecution’s evidence was in-
wintissable  hecause it was oltained hy
illed ]l search and seizuare of thie Seale
home, testimony wis heurd frony Der-
keley policeman Edward F; Cowyne, one
of the drresting officers. Coyne adimitted
thut he didn't like Sedle’s polities. and
thut ‘he had “listened’” on Feb. 24 while
the Newron Defense money was heing
counted in Seale's house. It was ulsy
determined that Mrs. Seule lad ‘never
seen the sawed-off showwun they were
charged with possessing, 4nd thur there
were o [ingerprints on the gun. Seale
himself had never seen nor personully re-
moved the serial pumber an his A5,
which he lewally possessed for Ws wvwn
self defense, The IManthers have conforimn-
ed carefully to gun legislation to avoid
thiis kind of crotble, he said, According to
Gurry, ‘‘the hedring clearly estublished
there wus no probable cause for arrest,
and the testimony was ihilawful because
it was obtained by unlawful seurdh dnd
sejzure, '«

" and phony,"” Gaeryis also

altjection
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RADICALS AND 1368 ELECTIONS

An Analysis of the California

Peace and Freedom Movement

Reese Erlich

(Ed. nore: Reese Erlich was a student at the University of California at Berkeley until
he was suspended for participating in last October’s Stop the Draft Week demonstration.
He was recently indicted by the grand jury for organizing that demonstration, He is
currently a statewide organizer for the Peace and Freedom Movement. )

The main body of this article was written before Johnson made his announcement not
to seek reelection. The full effect of his decision on leftist politics will really only be
known in the months ahead. One fact is clear. however. the thousands of liberals who
whould have flocked to a third party if Johnson ran against Nixon in November are now
solidly embedded in the Democratic Party. On the college campuses, in the Mexican-
American communities, and even in the black ghettos, Bobby Kennedy will co-opt many
a potential radical. How can radicals most effectively opposée such co-option? A radical
third political party running local campaigns offers one, but clearly not the only possibil-
ity, Running a presidential candidate against Johnson and Nixon was the single bizgest
drawing card of a third party. Such a possibility scarcely seems possible now. Yet there
is still a real possibility of running successful campaigns for U.S, Senate. Congress, and
state offices. These candidates can articulate radical socialist programs to the liberals
who still think Wayne Morse et al are the quintessence of the peace movement. Even well
organized, hard fought third party campaigns will not radicalize as many people as John-
son would have had he decided to run. But to iznore electoral politics this year is to
GUARANTEE a good number of potential radicals will work inside the Democratic party.

The Peace and Freedom Movement
may well be the vehicle for offering a
radical alternative to the candidates of
co-option. The PFM has defined its main
role as organizing, not winning elections,
By organizing 1 mean the creation of
mass based, democrdtically controlled
institutions for revolurionary change, PFM
already has a large base of over 105,000
registrants. Most of them are white middle
class students, professionmils, and hippies;
although there is participation by blacks
and ‘some Mexican-Americans. The bhig-
cest danger for such u fragile coalition
is that it will become an American Social
Democratic Party.Such aparty would seek
to put pressure on the Democrats from
otitside instead of inside the Democratic
Party and, In the end, serve the same
function as RFK,

THE PFM CONVENTION

The PEM Convention held March 16-18
in Richmond, Callf, solved this one prab-
lem and immediately created another.
PEM defined itself as completely opposed
to the existing political-social-economic
sysrem and made same faltering steps to-
wards becoming a mass hased. radical.
socialist party. The convention passed u
series of radical resolutions demancling
the freeing of Huey Newton ‘‘by whatever
means necessary which will further the
(3lack Liberation Movement,"" supporting
the next Stop the Draft Week, opposing
U, &, and “‘communist'’ imperialism
abroud, and offering alternatives to a
capitalist economic system, For the first
time a new left coalition was able toagree
long enough to proclaim a hesitating al-
legiance to socialism,

By passing these and other radical
programs, PFM ran a calculated risk,
The vast hulk of the Party’s some 105,000
registrants are disaffected Democrats or
Republicans who wanted an alternative
should Sir Robert fail in his bid for the
Holy Grail. A meaninzful cealition with
thie black liberation movement and opposi-
tion to U, S, impérialism might well scare
them into re-registering Democratic. The
issue most likely to cause alienationfrom
the Party is the Huey Newton question,
and more generully, the allisnce with the
Black Panther Party.

At the convenrion the tentative coalition
petweenn PEM and the militant Panthers
wus cemented, Eldridee Cleaver, minister
of information, presented three demands
as the minirmim program for a cealition
witli PFAM: 1) support the demand of Free
Huey Newton 2) support a plebiscite within
America’s black colony te be held by the
LN, to determine the fate of black people
in the 115, 3) Enderse the Black Manther
10 paint program, The cenvention agreed
to these pesitions almost unanimously
and in return the hlack caucus agreed to
these encourage blacks to regisier Peace
and Freedom and to coalesce with PFM
on cértain mutually agreeable issues,
While this coalition opens up the possibil-

ity of meaningful black, and to a lesser
extent brown. participation in PFM, it
raises grave problems in organizing
whites.

CONFRONT WHITE RACISM

Because many middle class whites don’t
understand the comectlon hetween the
Vietnam War and racism at home, they
feel the Panther alliance will ‘‘alienate”
people opposed 1o the war, There is some
rank and file feeling that PEM sheuld run
a single issue campuaign, A mdjbriry
believe the issues are connecied, how-
ever. Mdny liberdls are béginning to change
their minds and now faver the Dblack
liberation movement, Another argument
is that PEM stands for “‘peace,”’ udnd
therefore could not Support a “‘vivlent™
group like the Panthers., The pacifist
tendencies withing PFM are very strong.
Yet when the membership is presented
with issues like Stop the Draft Week
demonstrations, they slowly besin to
changze their minds. On these two quUes-
tiens alune, I'FM organizers will have to
do a lot of education, This education will
require a different type of orzanizing than
what has traditionally transpired.

PFM organizers will liave to confront
the issue of white racism immediately.
The new left tradition is to organize whites
around issues that directly effect their
lives und then raise political conscious-
ness by bringing in other issues. Thus in
JOIN, Mike Jumes ET AL organized
around peor housing amongst whites and
only later when the Chicapge wacks were
riotimg, Jdid they confront the race issue.
When 1 visit a PFM club, the FIRST
issue people will ask about is the Panther
coalition, This direct controntation, I
have faund, can he very effective with
middle cluss whites. To a certain extent
discussions: on whether to nat.onalize
indistry or try toreform its worst A5peces.
This issue in no way effects their personil
lives, or at least they don’t perceive it us
sueh. Rather they are concerned with the
effect on other people. Similarly with the
lack liberation question, since most of
them are not directly in contact with
blacks, a uwood orgunizer cun convinee
them to support the black liherdtion move-
ment on moral and altruistic grounds. In
any cise the educatipnal process that
tukes plice is well worth the effort. By
putting the Panther alliunce in av least
48 an  Important position s the War,
PEM will probibly educate and radical-
ize a lot of liberals,

A NEW FORM OF ORGANIZATION

The means PFM uses to disseminate
its radical progriun will help determine
the humber of people it attracts, There are
at least rwo models of political parties that
liberal or rpadical candidates huave used.
One ds the typleal American coalition
purty which compromises us muany issues
as possible in order to get large numbers
of votes in November. Thus the candidare’s
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personality and his personal machine
control the purty. That system usually
works out since neither the candidate rior
the party usually have any political prin-
ciples worth fighting over. The candidate
will iZznore people who can't vote beculise
his object is to 'win the election. Finally,
the candidate will take *‘good’’ positions
on issues and l'iIL‘TI llhikt’ doconscientious
effort to ignore them if €lecred, It is this
model that nsually alienates radicals irom
electoral politics.

Anotlier model, however, is the electoral
wing of a4 revelutivnary party. The [inl-
sheviks and various Luropean Anarchist
and revolutionary socialist parties used
electoral politics to reich people whio were
not yet ready to pick up u gun, Their
campaisns emphasized the party’s polit-
ical positivn rather than a cundidate’s par -
ticular glamor. And most importantly,
they not only took good pusitions on local
issues (e.g. workers’ demunds for better
wiges and working conditions), but they
foughit for those demands in the sireets.
As a result of the Richmond convention,
PFM moved away from the structure of
a typical American party antd much closer
to the emphasis of a revolutionary party,

From the very beginning of the con-
vention PFM was interested in more thun
electorul politics. By almost unanimous
votes, PEM endorsed and promised to
give its resources to Stop the Draft Week,
the Resistance, and the International Stu~
dent Strike. The resolution read in parts

... Peace and Freedom Movement

Chapters shull oruunize peuple for and

trunsport them to thesedéemonstrations,

or orgunize similar demonstrdtions in
their gwn areus,
For the first time in recent history, there
will be a politicil party represented in
the strects as well as at the hullotr box.

A second very important decision miide
at the convention was that the Peuce and
Freedom Movement will control all ciun-
didutes, not VICE VERSA, There was a
strong debute as to whether the conven-
tion should enderse 4 single candidaie
for [1S. Senate or huave an open primury.
An open primary would have thrown I’FM
into the Democratic and Republican Party
['nlg.

Open primaries favor the candidate with
the biggest name, most money, and most
dmount of free time (o campaigh, Poli-
tical issues ure subordinated to a can-
didate’s *‘image.”” The convention sound-
ly rejected this type of campaign woen
it voted w endorse a single candidate for
U.S, Senate. Under this svstem the PEM

p
/
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steering committee will control finunces
and literature of the campaign., Paul Ja-
cobs, a San Francisco duthor, won the
endorsement running on a platform of
Party control of the campaign.

INTO THE MILITARY

The convention specifically chose tore-
late to people who were nol necessarily
eligible voters, PFM will sponsor an
initiative drive to put the issue of an 18-
yeur-old vote on the bullot. Teams of
three under -18 -year -olds  would ac-
company one registered voter in & door-
to-door canvass of the community. The
initiative drive would he used as a de-
vice to organize young people as well as
an appeal to people of voting age. Too
muny times military men ure ignored
by political parties because they don't
meet residency requirements. The con-
vention passed overwhelmingly a reso-
lution supporting the righrts of men en-
listed in the military,

The Peace and Freedom Movements
adopts u policy of defending rights of en~
listed men in the Armed Forces. We rec-
ognize their right to form their own or-
ganizations in their own interests as being
fundumental, In view of recent persect-
tions of anti-war GI's, we demand that GI's
be tried by their peers, or in other
words, that all ranks ahbove private be
excluded from court martials of Gl's so
that men in the Armed Forces cuan come
under constitutional law,

Muny  PI'M chapters ure locuted near
militsiry bases. In some ureas they have
plang to infiltrate the USQ’s with *‘peace
chicks " puss out literature at locul
hurs, do door-to-toor canvassing at Gl's
ol -bise homes, amd even orgunize on
thie lwse, During the recistration drive.
¢l Intrepid FPM voter registrars went
inty the Marines officers’ housing inside
Cainp Pendleton. They had great success
in registering millitury men and their
wives until they aecidentally knocked on
the door of the commundant's wife. They
were rather unceremoniviisly escorted
off the Dhase and ordered nor to rewurn.

BUILD MOVEMENT INSTITUTIONS

The whole mood of the convention was
different from thut of che established par-
ties., No one expected to win any elec-
tions: and for many delegates the main
objective wasn't even to get 4 huge “'pro-

cont. on pg. 14



PAGE 6

THE MOVEMENT

MAY, 1968

STRIKERS’ COOP COMPETES

The following interview with three former Levi Workers,
Joe Nichols, Irene Whittenbarger, and Beulah Mull discusses
the struggles that these three and their fellow workers

have had

in Blue Ridge, Ga, over the last two years,

In August 1966 the Levi Strauss Blue Ridge plant was

struck for better wages and working condition

s, The strike

was finally broken 56 weeks later, Rather thangiving up the
workers have now formed a co-op corporation called
Appalachian Enterprises, which has contracted with adress
manufacturing company. A plant has been established in Min-
eral Bluff, Ga, The people associated with the co-op have
also planned a cooperative grocery store, gas station, and
housing project as well as a day care center for worker’s
children and a health clinic for the county, which at present

has no hospital,

(See the MOVEMENT, January, 1968).

The interview was conducted by Brian Heggen, and sent

AR NN A A
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to the MOVEMENT for publication, A slightly differentver-
sion of the same interview has been distributed by Liber-

ation News Service,

Brian: Wy did Levi come into this areu?
Irene; Well, I guess they figured they'd
find some cheap labor. There's plenty of
labor. They made a labor survey before
they came in here.

Brian: Who invited them here?

Beulih: The businessmien, the lawyers and
merchants.

Brian: What type of conditions did Levi
set up; what rype of conditions did you fiive
to work under?

Beulah: Sweatshop conditions.

Brian: What's 4 sweatshop?

Beulah: Well, they set a high producrion
you had to meet. If you didn't meet the
high production you were fired or
threatened and threatened and a dollar,
the wage law, is all you can make . . .
BO cents an hour for the waining period.
Then you‘ worked three months and you got
4 nickel raise then worked one more
month and got the wage law, and if you
ever got where you could make production
they'd bring the company répairs in just
bundle after bundle and causing it to lose
your produerion.

Mike Lozoff: Why didn’t they want you to
make production?

Beulah: Well, they had production set and
if you ever met production you'd get so
over per bundle, So they'd put
something before you like you could make
then they'd see to it that you
couldn’t ever make any money by not let-
ting you make anything more than pro-
duction. And they talked about us in
every way - they said we were hillbillies,
we'd work for nothing. The munager, went
somewhere way out in the country and he
brought this big bathtub in - a thing I'd
never seen - [ didn't know they mude a
bathtub like it - but thut’s what they said
it was - and he hung it on the wall wiih
a sign that said, “'If you don'thave a batn-
tub ar home take this and use it.”’ It had
a bar of soap down in it. It was right out
on the porch site place where everyhody
thut came and went, biv siat and all,
could see it, which said ‘*“Why don’t you
buthe 7"

Irene: And tell about having to clock out
and stay there. You couldn’t go home, they
said you'd be fired If you went liome. But
you had o stay there and waiton work and
liter on the labor boiard murde themmn pay
a little of that back, but their records
weren't found, you know, they didi’t pay
much of it back.

Beulah: You know my job when you went
in - inspect was my job - was the last
operation. So they tell you to come in the
next morning, then we'd get in there
wouldn’t be any work. We didn't even get
to clock in. We went 45 high 4s 10, 10:30,
and 11 o'clock and if you asked to go
home they said ne. But you had a baby-
sittér,. you know, paying your
bill all the tme,

miueh

money,

babysitter

Community Feeling

Brian: Did people in this area have a
feeling of togetherness, a feeling of com-
munity with each other before Levicame?
Irene: Yes, I think they did,

Briun: Did Levi try to break that?

Irene; Oh, they broke it.

Brian: How?

Irene: Well, the whole system in Levi
was set up to where you had to act
greedy to survive. You couldn’t help your
fellow man, vou know, vour fellow worker,
or it jlst cost you. It took money out of
your pocket. And the schedule was so
tight that you didn’t have a minute to lose.
You couldn't talk., And they meant for it
to be that way, they didn't want you to he
together or have time to tdlkto eachotlier.

NAS
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girls got their job back through the labor
hoard,

Irene: Soine of the Tennessee Copper
men helped.

Brian: Why did you decide to go for
ILGWU?

Beulahs Well, the only thing I ever figured
the reason thai we went for the ILGWL:,
I thought maybe the Tennessee Copper
Company men being chemical workers. . .
I never really knew why the ILGWU came
in. I know they did tell us they didn't want
us after it was over and done and a mess
of it. They told us they didn’t want us to
hbegin with. But how they ever really came
in here I don't know. It was the only union
I ever heard mentioned.

Weak Contract

Brian: Your first contract was pretuy
wedk dnd it was a long term contract that
allowed the maniagement (0 get away with

quite 4 few things. Why did you decide to
sign thar?

Betlah: We were advised to. We held a
meeting in the school house in Blue Ridee
and the guy got up and he read the contract
over very fast, It was hard to understand,
And he advised us thut we would geta foot
in the door and later we would grow strong,
And the contract was not explained to us
inany way, it was justreadover very fast,
It was the firsc union - the only union - to
ever be in Fannon county, and we knew
very little about unions so we only took
their word that any contract was better
than noune and settle it peacefully and
then build from there. So we signed,
Brians Why did ILGWU go along with that -
they knew more than you did?

Beulahs Yeal, they should liave known more
than us, and they should have known that
it was only a way for Levi to kick us out
one by one, because the contract wis so
weidk, Then as time went on and nothing
happened it was worse working than ever,
after the union. So when we’d have a case
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Starting a Union

Brian: Then generally people were bheing
very lbudly treuted, Who decided that they
needed a union first?

Beulah: Well, a small group begdn rilking
the union. When we first ljecan to hive
meetings they was i very small group and
from there they kind of covered the whole
territory, It ook anine months, We or-
ganized the union ourselves, It ook nine
manths for s to get the union in and
several of the girls were fired. Two ofthe

to drpitrate they'd say “'OK, OK,
WOrry,

don’t
about this now, we'll settle it for
you'', and then you'd keep pushing and
pushing and pushing and they never did
anything for you. They never arbiwmated
one cdase in the two years diey had the
umion, not one case. But we huve a
hriefedse full of arbitration. They never
arbitruced one,

Irene; Well, they talked the people-into
taking thar contract and then when we'd
go to them with a ecase, vou know, with a
urievince, they gaid, *'Well, thatclatsein

it (the contract) ‘in the opinion of the
management’ - ‘if qualified in the opinion
of the management” - they’'d say we don't
have a leg to stand onand we'drather take
ta case that we knew we could win, That
was their excuse for not going to arbitra-
tion, First they talked us into the contract
and then when you go to them with griev-
ances they'd say the contract was so weak
they couldn’t win one so why hother with
it. :

Brian: You ended up worse with an ILGWU
contract than without one?

Beulahs Yes, we sure did.

Irene: Made it against the law for us to
walk out then,

Company Violations

Brian: Did the company violate the con-
tract?

Irene: Oh, every day. As soon as the doors

opened they violated the contract, You

could just ber on
Briar: How?
Beulzh: They paid no attention at all to
seniority becdause in our contract every
time you had a clause that give you
senjority it would say at the bottom, “‘if,
in the opinion of management . . ."" Sothis
left the umion setting pretty you know,
they had nothing . we can't fight that,
they'd say, dl[ho(l‘ ‘h they'd advised us to
sizn the contract.

Brian: 5o when you went on your ‘‘wild-
cat’’ strike the contract had already
been broken?

Beulah: Over and over,

Brian: Did the International support you
when you went out on strike?

Irene and Beulalis No.

Brians Gave you rio support at all?

Irene: No advice. Every time we’d ask
them something they'd say ““Well wiiit
does it muatter; it’s all illegal anyway.''

that every morning.

SCABS

Brian: Where did the scabs come from,
while you were out on the picket line?
Beulah: Well, they were locai people thar
have never worked at Levi. Well, not
everyone. Some of the scabs that scabbed
in had been fired ar Levi before. They had
béen tried, and the way' Levi did, they
would bring in and see if you was a real
fast worker then if you didn't show that
you calld be one of these realfast workers
they fired you. So this is where 4 lot of
the scubs came from: They had alreuady
been fired at |evi They lots of
them wasn’t good enough to come in putil
the strike. And there just local peoplethat
liad been fived. . .

Irene: Levi rejects . . .

Beulali; Untrained people mostly.

Brian: Why do you think they tuok the job
and crossed your picker line? :
Beulah: Well, because of poverty mostly.
There's no jobs in Blue Ridge - there’s
one little factory that's heen here thirty
years. They work dbout 500 people and
they never quit because it's the only job
they have.

Al gne time,

Strikebreaking Violence

Brian: What sort of action was taken
against you during the strike, with vou
being out there on the picket line? Didyou
get attacked, were there reprisals?
II'EITC: Our women weré run over on the
picket line and hospitalized and the grand
jury didn't give us 4 hill. And they got «
lictle midnight injunction fixed up in the
judge’s office und uccused s of all surts
of things that . .. There wasn't anybody
even there to deny those things, you know.
And state patrol all over the place. The
weckend right soon after we struck the
weekend that he hud about 30 patrolmen
up here, there was thirty-four people
killed on the highways that weekend.
Brian: With the strike and cow-op, it's
been over a year and a half, right?
Beulah: Yes.

Brian: How long didd that strike last?
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Beulalis Let's see, we struck Aungust,
the 10th, 1966 and let's see , . .

Irene; September the 13th, 1967, was the
election and then we dropped the picket
line, I believe we held it 56 weeks and one
day, thinking the union would do something.
Beulahs And we wanted to hold the union
in regardless. We felt like once the union
wis lost in Fannon County it would burt
everybody., So we started even started
talking to some of the peuople that were
working in Levi, So we can't say it's the
truth but it came out pretty good that Mr.
Baum told the rirls before the election,
““Well, you can vote for the union if you
want to but when you do those strikers
will come back in and we’ll have to let
you go”. So it wasn't a matter of the
scabis nor wanting the union - they knew
they needed a union, It was & matter
that the munsger mdde them think that if
we won the strike they'd lose their jobs go
that’s why they didn't vote for the union.

WITH LEVI

The Co-op

Orian: How are decisions made in the
co-op - what type of stricture do you
have?

Irene; We made us up some bylaws and we
have a Dboard and the board can make
decisions. But the membership can re-
verse those decisions if it doesn’t suit
them. You know, a majority, Its a mem-
bership. individual thing. Everybody has
their rishts.

Brian: Is it jointly owned by everybody
within it?

Irene: Yes.

Brian: What type of trouble have you
had since you formed the co-op? Have
people given you fair contracts? llave
you had trouble with getring contracts,
trouble with the machinery?

Irene: Wellthe first contract we was cheat-
ed real hadly, They were puying too lows
we couldn't even meet the pavroll on it,

i

ILGWU

Brien: Did you ever get together and
tiake vour cage direct to the unlon people
from the ILGWLI?

Peuluh: Well, the thing that we walked ou
on we hud the business agent up there and
the ares munager, the plant munager, we
sat in the office over four hours dbout
two months before we struck trying fo cet
this one seniority thing settled, \nd our
business agent would not open his mouth,
he would not defend us in dny way. And we
kept tryine to slow him where this was
bsolutely not faip, nor richt, They were
gonna  push zicls odt the door; not enly
hack, but eut ‘the dobr. Mr. Melton sald
many words, and hie said,
'Well rirls von can learn a new doy
new tricks béter thun you can leden
i wld doe pew tricks.’" That yas his
comment. Our business agent sat there.
He heard all thls.

Brian: You've been through this, through
this strike and setting up the co-op for
over a vear and & half. There must have
been & 1ot rimes when people were ssking
you 'to mueke compromises, when people
said, ‘““well why don't vou deal with us
and we'll give you a hit und you give in
on this , . .”’

Peulaliz Yes.

this In so

Levi “Compromise”

Brian: Have they ever offered you a com-
promise that's been worth making?
Beulah: No, so far we haven’t compro-
niiged. Levi never did vifer us anything
except comes biack to work - when you
come back to work we’ll settle all this -
bur see we knew they wouldn't und the
union wouldn’t help us. So we knew that
if we walked back in'there all it might
do is shake the faith of a lot of the girls
thiat wadked out with s, So we didn't dare
walk back in the Levi plant hecause they
knew they didn't intend to settle anvtlnne,
Brian: Well what made you decide toform
the co-up? Thit's a pretty unlgne thing
Most peopls if they lusg o strike every-
thing just dissolves. but you went on-and
did something else, Why ?

Beulilh: Well the strikers went at leasr
o0 and ol miles one way in order to
find work, When we struck they ldd to
“woark., Well, no dnidtier where we <o in
our are:d we find the satne thing: sweat-
shup conditions. When the wage law voes
ug, prodietion soes up, Al when pros
duction’ is so wiremdy can't
make it, they =till raise production exory
time there's a wase liw, ‘S50 the waze
lisys don't help peoplée like ys ut all.
The prices vo up and by the vine we work

Telh vou

trvlne o et prodiction. whv, we're pn
better off,
Irene: And lesides thar, Levi s 1 wuess

it was would call all these places around
in & Liundeed mile cudins and cell chiem
not. o [ire us - that we were Jvitutors
und troublemakers, And we had to get
something. '
Beulalis Some of s could nor éeven fet
jolis it other swearshops, because they had
toon called beforshand

Beylah: See we didn't know anytliine o do
Iic sew. We were vood sewers —that's
1 we Knew . . We found ou that we
were ot least 32 underpald — from 2t 4
dollars underpaid — on the deozen. S0 we
couldin't make am
turned we calld

THOMGY, 4Ny Wiy we
tiuike any money, And
now we're having to get new machines
because we can't buy the old maclines;
they 've nor eyven the man’s thar sold
them to us,

Irene: If we'd payed for those muchines
it'd of been just like buyine stolen zoods.
We'd of been out.

Prian: So people who know what they're
doimg have consistently been tuken advan-
tdge of vou . . .

Beululrs They certainly haye . .

Irene; But we re learning the hard way.
We don't muke the same mistikes twice
Is why we can survive. We're leusrning
every day.

firian: What's the most important things
to you oy — whit are you trvint o reach
for?

Beulah: We're wying to buikl this co-ap
S0 people can have & decgir place to work
and not be pushed avound. When people
own the thing theyv take more interest and
prige in it und the co=op hus 2ot to fo be-
cinge it's the anly thing left [ur usaround
here, If it fails we don't buve anything,

-

The Future

Brian: What do you see for the future? You
think you’re comma mike it?
Geululiz Yes. We think we'll mitke it if we
an just survive until we can g€t on our
feet, Money is our Lig problem now. We
don’t huve any money dand so fur we
haven’t got very much help., We have some
people that simply have to have Some
money to eatr andpay their house rent. If
we cun Just survive until‘we cet & decent
contract and the machine deal straightened

THE MOVEMENT

out, why, we think we can make it on our
awn edsy enouvl,

Brian: You've ot the story about your-
strugele around here toa lot of liberals,
liberal orgdanizations, Have they respond-
e, hayve they come throush, liwve they
helped you?

Beulah: Well, po. $4,000is what we started
this thing on, and we just paved whuat bills
we had to pay and got it stirted and were
hehind on bills, we're behind in payroll.
We could hiive made it probalily with the
54,000 if we hadn’t got messed up about
our muachine contract and our sewing con-
tract too. We could have took the $4,000
and swung it. It would have beén hard but
we cotld have, but you see now we're
messed up and having to shotthe doors and
€L a mew contract amd new machines.
Brian: Where did you get the $4.000from?
Irene; It was the Southern Christiun Lead-
ership Fund.

Levi and the Poverty Commission

Briun: While you’'ve been struzalipe down
here against Levi for Letter conditions
and just for the right to be human heings
who cdn live well, whut's the Levi man-
agernent doing?

Irene: Well, Levi management, the Presi-
dent of Levi-Strausshas justbeen appoint-
ed on a board by LB] torelieve unemploy-
ment and poverty. I don't know wiit he's
going to do.

- -

aver $33 million to almost $63 million.

officer iy both realty campanies.

\in the South

ing compdany
Far East, Ltd.. Co,,

R evi-Strauss LEurope S0\,
NEuropean needs. The Bank of Americd
Inew vanture,

A Little Background on Levi-Strauss

Levi-Strauss is the world's largest producer of Jeans and casual slacks in its price |
range. While this corporation consistently withholds information regarding its uperations.l
\ profits have obviously been good since both its net worth and currert assets continue
\to grow each year. Net worth has grown from almost $32 million at the end of 1964 to
over $40 million at the end of 1966, During the same perfod current assets grew from

The management of the corporation incluces Walter A. Haas, who is also President
of the Levi-Strauss Realty Co. and Iris Security Co., both real estate holiding companies y
ard esch having a tangible et worth in excess of $1 million. He is also a director of the\
\ Crocker-Citizens National Bank, Pacific Gas and Electrie Co.. Pacific Intermountain Ex-
press Co.. Cal Title Insurance Co,. and National Iee and Coldl Storage Co.

Another Director ,Daniel E, Kushliand, is a director of the Wells Fargo Bank, and is an

A third director. Walter Haas,.|r.. son of the Chairman of the Bourd, is 4 director
of the Pacific Telephione and Telegraph Co,. and the Bank of America (the largest bank Loy
the worldy, as well as belng an officer i the two realty companies \
\ The corporation employs abour 13.500 persons in the LS., malnly in branch offices

Internationil operations include Levi Strauss lnternationdl Inc,. 4 wholly owned hold-
Its Interests include SUV interest in the outstanding stock of Levi Strauss
In Hong Kong. Within the last few manths Levi-Strauss lias ac-
um's lurzest producer of men's and boy's \

quired Firmd Compernolle en Zoon, DBels
trousers, Walter Haas, Jr. said that the Delzun firm which will he owned and operuted)
will be able 1o supply only-a portion of Levi Struuss
Interiational tonk cuare of the financing of this

Mike Lozoff: The president sdys hiscom-
mission, including men like Mr. Haas,
the guy who owns Levi-Strauss, is ser uf
to probe deep into the causes and toreach
the people 4t the bottom who are really
unemployed und lick skills and help them,
What would you tell these people?

Beulah: When you can work 6 diys 4 weet
for Levi-Strauss ind you live in poverty —
and we can prove this —06days a week you
cun't make a living at Levi-Strauss ...
Bridn: ‘Then how are poor people gonna
solve the problem of their being poor|
Beulah: Well, you know we're trying (e
solve our problem — through building a
factory of our own ... We're too new to
kiow what will come of it. We kinow it's
the only thing we've ot to try.

Brian; Then the only solution you sée is
to build something to control?

Beulah: Yes,

Unions in the South’

Bridn: During this obviously the unions let
you down a lot. What do you think about
unions in Americd now?

Beulah: Well, we're all union, we're 1007
union, but we sure don't upprove of the
way ILGWLI does in the South because they
don't fiche for their people, they don't get
good contracts for their people, they don't
seem 1o be: there when they're peeded.
They come in und they organize —or in
our case we organized ourselves —tlien
they came in and got union dues. And they
did not help us. They didn't help us while
we were in the plunt, They didn't help us
whett we wildeatted. We wouldn't of wild-
catted if we'd of had support fromithe union.
Mike: Why would & union do things like
that?

Irene; Well, they’ll tell youthat it's not for
the dues, but thut’s the cnly thing 1 see
they set from (f,

Beulal: They're losing out in theSouth be-
cause people are becoming very distrust-
ful of the unions because they do not fight
hurd ‘epougly, they do not come in and do
whiit they say they'lldoso intheend you're
always worse off thitn you were before you
fooled with the union.

Irene: Idon't think unions ought to go into
a place uncil they're ready to Supportthen
and butek up the people; they do more harm
than do good.

Beulih: And the South teully needs unions.
The South redlly needs unions worse than
divhody becuuse we redlly hive sweatshop
conditions. We need unions that will fight
for us. »

S e e D
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PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRATIC ~ CENTRALISM,

The following article is an analysis of certain organiza-

tional problems within SDS and a plan for overcoming
these problems, The MOVEMENT publishes this article
not primarily to enter into an internal organizational debate
within SDS, but rather because we feel that many of the
problems raised in the article have relevance far beyond
SDS. In the process of ‘‘getting our shit together’’ so that
we can build our movement, questions of organizational
form are going to increase in imvortance, The building of
organizations and institutions that are not dependant upon
one person or a small clique of persons requires a degree of

organization that our movement thus far failed to adequately

develop, Wea print this article in the hope that it will begin
a long overdue debate on what organizational forms we

should try to develop, The MOVEMENT hopes that others
concerned with this problem will contribute to this discus-

sion in the future,

By

Neil Buckley

80S Central-Western Pennsylvania Reg-
al Traveller

Our mutuil experience of the last sev-
eral years define two general and dis-
tinctly related characteristics apouf the
structure and operation of most SD5
chapters: first, what (Carl Davidson ana-
fyzed as chapter siratification and second
the lack of long range chapter politieal
agtivity which haseonsistantly ledto chap=
ter collapse.

Davidson published a vice-president’s
report in NIN a year ago (‘Has SDS
Gone to Por?'" Feh.-3; 1967) which clas-
sified chapter menibership into three
groups: the Shock Troops, the Super-
intellectuals and the Urganizers. The
Shock Troops, about 857 of rhe meniber-
ship, are kids who generally share our
analysis of America on & gut level but
have no understanding of the political
€conemic analysis behind SDS politics.
Chapter dynamic is such that kids never go
beyond a-gut-léevel reaction and gain good
pulitical education. within the chapter,
Without puolitical savvy the only role the
shock trooper can serve within chapters
is that of door-blockér, window-bredker,
leafletter, and general shitworker, He is
a tool of a ruling elite, and he knows it;
he takes orders for a while, sees through
the bullskit, hecomes dissacisfied with his
limited role -- the right reaction to con-
ditions -- and drops out into the nether
world of nonpolitlcal dope, glittering
beads, Zen fligellution, the studept-on-
the-make mentality and apolitical at=
titudes. Shock trogpers, once lust, stay
lost,

The second group, about 10T of the
membership, mainly graduste student and
undergraduste policical scienice-philos-
ophy types, make up the Superintellec-
tuals, the Little lenin Lobby within the
chapter, Theoreticlians i, Superinellec-
tuals think out the g
on their politics derived fron dusty pam-

And strategies, hused

phiers and left journals, and (ssue direc-
tives td the cliam=r for politicdl actlon
in whiech they hardly ever participate,
bitch to the kids when the program falls,
and never padnt signs, ruy leaflers, or zef
their lieuds crucked.

ef the membership,
peaple who see ltrle
work getting done, become frustiited, tuke
the initiadve, do much of the shipwork and
thus contrel much of the chiaprer's ac~
tlvities, Organizers psuwilly have 4 godd
rhigoretical sense, tuctipdl kntwhow, Lut
= isolated from the Lenins as |acques
s fsolared from Jean~Paul Maraes
wAnt derlos, ot mudifesto s,

e Sually sindere

sm

re mutua] inrerastion of groups pro-
two distinct political conditions:

5, peliteal disedssion s carried o

wuntally between the Lanins apig the

Organizers which never relates to the
ghock troops nor increases their polit-
tion, Organizers and Superintellectuals
usually have fine discussions, hut they
take placeé in a vacuum and amount fo
little more thun political masturbation
since they do not create political con-
sciousness within the chapter nor lead
to programs which will have a political
effect on the campus.

Second, elitism iz assured because of
the overpowering charisma of Orginizers
and Superintellectuals; Shock troops are
afraid to attemnpt to relate or talk down
the elite. Borh are nof elected leadership
and dre por responsible to the member-
ship in & democratic way; the membership
sees this but cannot change the state of
things.

Without & democratic chapter structure
or politically aware base, and with the
shock troopers alienated withln the chap-
ter, chapters either collupse totally, exist
in complete iselation, or drag on from
target confrontatign ro tarpet confronta-
tion without doing any poliriedl werk,
Further, the kids, going out onto the
campus, spread the story of what's what
in SD5 and stop potential SDSers fromao-
ing near the chapter. Thus elitism not
only destroys the chapter intecnally bur
also prevents its growsh,

The Lenins bitch to the Orgunizers for
not doing their job, the Organizers shout
at the Shuck Traops dbayt sheir lack of
commitment, ‘get more frustrated, c¢ol-
lapse, The elite continue to operate,
alone, in the name of SDS. More talk,
less action, no Dbase: no politles, no
revelutio.,

Infantile Disorders

“‘“Everytiine a window is broken during
a recruiting hassle,”” another blow is not
struck Jdgulnst LS, imperialism.’ Nor do
chaprers which involve themselves sulely
with windowbresking or its other political
equivalents strike muny Hlows dgainst
Imperiilism or prepare the way for fliture
blows against the enemy.

Mosy chaprér people are the (Feldtively)
very committed (with the limits set Ly
Davidson) organized for the express pur-
pose of mobilizing large numnbers ol fellow
students to drrack a gingle rarget ¢
tiime —= Dow, Murines, CL\, Clase
hatten. Political action and political
catian usually ravolve wround the
the dctivn must, of course; the adli
shouldn't.

The actinn phase of drtack may be
suceessful enough o dislydy
(Columbia and cluss vank, Madison and
Dow, Penn and Chemicul-Binlogical war-
fars) whibcl grounically prodices o rise
i palitled] constlaisness Lieculse of the
exposure tu the community of the obvious
contrddictions between officlal touth and
political reallty., Wil e end of the
struggle cemes the end of on=going ex-=
tetmdl and dnternal (for the most part)
potitleal educstion: watelly pothingis <done

about increasing external or internalcon-
sciousness between struggles; without a
target upon whicli to focus, interest of
non-chapter and chapter people alike in
political guestions is lost; chapter people
spend most of their time secking out new
targets and let internal and external ed-
ucation go to hell.

Thus, even though most SDS péople see
the single-issue campuizn as impractical
in theory, and strive to make sweeping
connections: in a single targer campaign
which aveid co-option into single issue
struggles, the fact remains that target
concentration and that alone determines
the course of on-campus struggles for
the meajority of chapters. Such struggles
are the functional equivalent of simgle-
issue campaigns hecause the connections
hetween the systems of American lm-
perialism are left abstract; connections
made are left there without a follow-up
which involve peiple politically from
target tu target,

No Real Organizing

The muin factor leading to tliis state
is the lack of real organizing behind is-
sues which do more than draw pegple to
sit-ins, teach=ins, pickets, etc, The dis-
cussion going on within S05 about hidse~
building (not just the FL. lineabour base-
building, nor the base-building-with-out-
acrions SDS line, but the general recog-
of SDS people that liwtle Lase-building
#oes on) shows that in most cases chap-
ters operate in a political vacuum they
find difficult if not impossible to sur-
mount, The resulting frustration from
isalation leads either 1o demonstrations
without a base which are destructive in
the long-=range (the Penn State’ HUAC
sit-in, ete.) or demonstrations whichtem-
porarily draw peoplé into @ strugele but
whicli’ in no way organize new people into
SDS. People are not organized because
there is nothing realto orednize them into.

Note that I am not puiting down demon-
strations as sucly rather I um question-
ing the political function of demonstrd-

tions us ‘we liave used them in the pust
und the way we view demonstrations, We
need them to make resl demands upon the
power strderure wiicli can only bhe realized
through messive conlrontations whielt mo-
Isilize non=5DS peuple. et rid of demon-
stratlons and we gét tid of ourselves:
yer ‘the dichotatny exists that depionstra-
tions cun leéad togetring rid of ourselves
if we don't use them right.

The- gxistence of & real on-zoing pro-
gram which does not liave us s (beys the
next carger/confrontation 15 precluded by
the clrrent structuce of most chaprsrs,

The Magical Musical Meeting

Most chapters operute orgenizdtionally
through structured mass meerings which
are hilled ds discussion sessions, tuc=
tledl planiilne sessions, ete. Medtines are
often so lirge renl dialomie ‘canngt 4o
on; whit nsuully takes place are: Lenin-
(ireanlzec  dicussions whieh lave licgle
refeviee Lo anyvone byt the procesnistsy

further, kids feel intimidated and usually
refrain from participation in discussions;
old, familiar discussions stagnatednd sink
into deeper irrelevancy, Regulars become
bored, often leaving the organization todo
their thing because that's the only thing
which is real to them: new kids ateend
one or two meetings (it the most, three)
and drift back into alienation, the thin pos-
gibility of being a real part of SDS lost
to them. (I"d hate to speculate on the numi-
bers of kids who have drifted in and out
of SDS over the past three years; we would
probably hive a national membership of
50,000 had these kids stayed.) A

. . . And The Mystical

Intellectual Tour

Meany chapters try to meet the needs
of internal education through peliticul
seminars which depend heavily on exter-

nal resource people such as faculty
‘‘Marxists,”" Left Liberals, Concerned
Intellectuals, etc. These educationals,
however, reémain abstract intellectual
classes which do not fit an on-going
program; they are usually large and deny
participation as meetings do, (Agdin, I
they operate on this level without an on-
going structire behind them, they are
political failures., With a programmutic
approach of orgdnizing connected to them
they can be really fine things.)

Free Universities and FreeSchools, too,
usually sink rapidly Into irpelevance be-
cause SDS people who operate them and
artend them talk only to themselves. Like
chapter seminars, maost Free U classes
are absmract exercises andnever dedalwith
political education relevant to olijective
conditions.

Fundamental to the failure and chapters-
ag-meetings a@nd chaprer-internal-ed-
ucdtion-as-political-seminars-and-Frec-
s .ig the fuct that these forms do not
involve the lives of people totally (or an
approximation therete) and do not provide
a context in which clniprer political de-
tivity forms « major focus for people's
lives. Instead of secing themselves as
political orpunizers, chapter pedple see

themselves ds sudents)ingtedd of prapar-
ing themselves for o lbne political arrug-
gle, people prepare themselves for
cuareers in Amerigs which do not have
polltics as their primury given; withoot
peaple of such politieal vision there cun
he mo real permuneut political force in
the stiudent movement sud yo pessitilicy
of u permanem polirigal foree formed fur
ex-students; withott Hiese Ttnovements
there willl e less of cltanes for
miesged base political moverent HAer—
lea which seeks to destroy Imperialism.
Peventl ourn current mentbership dand
thie problems we fuce iterndlly, Wwe must
seriously congider (he involvement of
those thousands of young people who
would come o us . we had an on=2oing
political orgunizavion which was relevim
to their personal and political lives. War
jresent struoiures do nol meest Uheir neeids,
do not involve Weny i o sionfflcant way
which ledds to wltimare politization, deny
thie formatlon of 4 strong megvenient, The
gpirit vages yYoune Mpecicd forpulltical
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acrivity and we are not answering or-
ganizationally,

The experience of the Boston Draft
Resistance Group shows that an on-going
structure which actively involves people
on & day-to-day busis can be immediately
efiective in creating political people who
continue struggle ‘in other areas, The
BDRG operates, it may be arctied in the
middle of a massive gut-issue and sus-
tains itself on the dynamic of anti-draft
work; yet the experience of Pemn State
5D8 chapter shows that on-geing orgiun-
ization can operate effectively without
a specific issue to sustain it.

Tasks of the Cell Structure

The basic model for the cell structure
derives from our historicul demand for
democratic control of SDS by the member -
ship and the long-range need for strong

perminent organizdariondl forms, Briefly,
the cell srructure refocuses the activity of
chapters into small operating units where
political discussions, internal education,
and tactical considerations take place.
Work goes on in sepurategroups, Leader-
ship is elected directly from cells and
functions as a cell representitive to the
central comimittes, Specificallys

CE LILS, Chapter membership is divided
into cells of approximuately 5-8 people:
eyvery effort should be mude to aveld the
formation of personal andpolitical cliques
within the cell, especially from the in-
ception of the structure,

Organizing Units

The cell has three functions, Dirsr,
cells function primapily as organizing
unit which see their top prlotity as the
task of going out Lo the potentidl con-
stituency and organizing new people into
the cell, Organizing -- one Lo Gne --
can take place in classes, dorms, demon=
stravions, educaticpnals, bars, anywhere.
Cell organizers not only bring new people
in bur also gain much practical kEnowl-
edre abour organizing situations, Double
growth is assured. When cells reach an
unwieldy size -- say 12 people -- they
should splic into sepdrate un'ts and carry
on from there.

After the ¢ell stricture has been in
pperation for 4 while, it will probably
become necgesgary to hayve starter cells
for newly organized peoples it will prob-
alily be the case that us older celis
Advance politicully discussions within
them will lose relevance for totally new
people brouglt into older cells. Thus
starter cells with plder people as cell
leaders should be formed when that stage
is reached where new people cammot relate
to inter-cell dialosue; cell relarionship
to the central comuiittee und work graups
remealns the sSame,

Study/Discussion Units

Second, cells funetion as theorstical
suidy /practical  discussion units which
meer the internal educational needs of the
chuapter, Study dncludes readings inclassic
reyvolutionary thoudhe (Lenin, Marx, Ho),
current revolutionaey upalyses Oaleshy,
Fanonm, Debray), economics of current
fnterest  (Magdoff, Buran and Sweezy),
power: dpalvses (Kolko, Dumhoff), infos-
mutioni] texts (Gerassi, Perrus and
Zetlin), each without concentrating on
tmenr af the other, The
ris L one
field jonly but to have all ghaprer people
iwire of the (ss

ane tw the de
I

{ea = nat o |}l'lJ\|.|JC'_‘ EXj

s of imperialism from
Al sides, Cells digcuss euprsnt fuditers
from material in NLN, The QUARDIAN,
The MOVEMENT, NEW LEFT REVIEW,
erc,, and continually dnalyze where things
ire av internally and inthe worll.

Political discussion sbout chapter pro-
druin ogo oan within cells; the assump-
oo widerlyine this phuse 1s thutescheell
meémber keeps  his-ear o e campus and
knows where things are 4t &nd how they

the Inte 0 nutlondl perspective,
Third, cells function as the min -

MR CORPCRATE LIBERAL HinsELF
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formation channelling center forthe chap-
ter, either through the central committee
merpber from the cell pr the members of
the work eroups in the cell, Discussions
and information keep everyone aware of
the state of affairs und dids greatly
strategic und taceical thinking regarding
campus activicy.

Work Groups

Work groups (Reseurch group. external
progranm group, priating groiup, signpuint-
ers, draft croup, ete,) ure distinct from
cells and should never huave the same
exdct membership as cells, Ideally, the
number of work groups equals the numi-
ber of cells and each cell has one mem-
ber in each work group. Structurity: the
cell and work group functons this way
avoids chapter myopia and the tendency
within chapters to cease all work when
4 parget strugele is coming, Purcther,
the structure fosters complete (or an
approximation thereto) exchanwe of in-
formation within the chaprer at all levels.
Thus while operdting on one level as a
compartmentalized work grouning, on 4
second level all work wlich goes on with-
in the clapter beécomes a rotal chdprer
function because of imimediare relevunce.

Cell meémbers can be inmore thun one
work graup if they so desire, It s most
Inportane L lntegrite new peopledicectly
into work groups when they enter cells
so that they do not become intellectual
frealks, Praxis lhyvolves more than knowl-
edge,

Central Committee
The *‘leadership'” of e chaprer is
prasented by the central commifit

camimittee) whiclh is form

e

electing one memper of each cell to the
committee, The membership of the CC
shottdd probably chunre évery twoor thres
manths, The Central Commiictes lus two
primary tasks: firsg, to function us a
decislon-mahing bady in emergency sitl-
ations and o serve s 4y Unformaitlion
channeiing center herween cells,

Emets

Y Sitpitions are rarities: they
wallld sralalily oply ogeur during o [

of strugsle which mieht require Lninedi-

MOVEMENT

ate political decisions that capnot be
voted upon by the entire membership in a
Body, lnsucl cuses, the Cenmal Committee
metnber should poll lds cell and mike his
decision based upon that poll,

The copordinating function pives con-
tinuity to eell operation. The Central
Committee should ideally meet twice
weekly and analyze the discussions going
on within each cell; that information is
then passed buck to the cells. In some
cases, it may be the Central Committee’s
sk o o suzgest things for cells toodo,
like cateling up with other cells,

Structuring tlie leadership along these
lines assures democratic contrel of the
orginization and eliminates the chunee for
the formition of leadership whicl is not
responsible to the membership (like the
Superintellectual /Orzanizer sroup); the
decision-muking process within the csll
structure could prebably best be named
participatory democratic centralism. The
dynamic of interaction betweet the Central
Committes and the cells in which the
CC is kept on its toes by the cells and
vice versa creates a heulthy tension be-
tween membership and leadership. The
end resulp Is that all members of the
chapter are eventuzlly able to function
a5 leadership, ther the imequity of pulit-
ical consciousness which produces elites
is eliminated through o generdl raising
of polltichl dwsreness,

Membership Meetings
and Forums

The o i i wild W ot
in'a muss 1) g U e bk
for a v | sion of poll

tacticdl matleys, HMaSE meellngs

a plages for hew people o com
organized (Initiully, ar least) into cells.

During rarget struggles
nieerings are essential.

A second place for arganizipng new
peopls and providing a pesitive presence
(ig, not=demonsranon) on camplses 4re
externl] educttivnul mestifivs which dedl
with @ wide range of subjects. Educsi-
tion can be lectures by faculty, fm
festivils (nd nor just political Hlms),
esurside speukers, etc, Educariunals should

membership

cont. on pg. 13

Oakland Seven
on Offensive

OAKLAND, CALIF, —- Luwyers for the
seven leaders of lust year's Stop The
Drift Week arrested for “'conspiracy’
are filing an injuncdon in Federal court
that may stop the whale case.

The injunction requests idtthe Federal
tgoverfiment prevent the state [rorm prose-
cuting the seven, It sriues that the trial
infringes oh the constitutional right of free
speech and assembly. As ojie of tlie seven
stated, ‘“What we call oreunizing, the DA
calls conspiracy.’” Since all the-acts-and
planning for Stop the Draft Week took
place in public, it hurdly fits the definition
of secret conspiracy.

Conspiracy Law Challenged

At the same time the State of California
is helhg usked to delete frony the Grand
Jury restimony dJll evidepee thac did not
take place in secret —- that is, ull the
testimony. The conhspicicy law itself is
also’ heing clitllented on the srounds that
a law raising 2 misdesmeanor to a felouy
is unconstitutional. (conspliracy tocommit
4 misdetnednor 18 a felony dccordding to
the present law. ).

Ihe next court appedrance of the seven
will be in Alumeds Cotnty SUperior Court |
ot May 3. At chi= (e the Court will be
hearing the request for dismissal by the

Stute,

Support Needed

Meanwliide, the Stop the Drafi Week

Defense Fund is paising meaney foe tlie

costs of defending the seven, which will
prolilaly it Anto the t2ag of thousands
of dollirs. Severul nievie henelits have
bewn held, A cock benefiv ar the TFillmere
o Gattolsel Balloom 1S goming o
Ihree ol e seven, Torene: Canni,
Buly Mondel and Steve [umilten, sce
They

; Stup the Dpaft Week

under separate felony [Indietments.
W pegEd i
oy A Lie o i o [ RTRIRT 0
thelr cuscs will contin
[he feeling of the lawyers «nd moves-
ment peaple araumd the culTy is gliar the
ODulklupd Severr cuse (s Us [ppoctant Lo
the uanti-wur movement as the Spock-
Rasrin indicement. At a press conference
In New Yuork last montl called by Spock
and Cannon, Dr,Spock gave his full support
o the Oakland Caose, They i §
kil suppoct apd 4

sl Spr
fensive of Jd1l peace andl apti-dralt
artinst the continuation of Lhe Vietm@im
War,

Contr lbhurioiis tothe Defense Fundshould
e sent o 6408 Benvenue Avenue, Ber—
keley, Calliornis, 94648, -

OIS
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L.A. High School Revolts

“CHICANO POWER"

In East Los Angeles, Mexican-American
high school students have been staging
massive walkouts demanding *‘education
not concentration camps.’’ Here is a run-
down on the walkouts:

March 1 - 300 students walkout of Wil-
son High.

March 5 - 2000 students walkout of Gar-
field High.

March 6 - 4500 students walkout of Lin-
coln, Roosevelt and Garfield.

March 7 - 2000 students walkout of Gar-
field and Belmont.

March 8 - 5000 students walkout of Lin=
coln, Roosevelt and Garfield.

At Roosevelt High, the principal triedto
lock students inside the school. The stu~
dents climbed the fences that locked them
in like animals. Helmeted, club-swinging
cops beat and arrested scores of high
school students during each walkout.

The Demands

The chicano students say they did not
wulkout of their schiools voluntarily. They
were pushed out by the deficiencies that
exist in all Mexican-American schools,
They are demanding:

(1) No discipline for participation inthe
walkouts,

(2) Bi-lingual and bi-cultural education.
Teachers whoknowSpanish and understand
Mexican history and culture, Texts which
tell the true story of oppression of Mex-
icuns and their contribution to American
history,

(3) Removal of all administrators and
teachers who display prejudice against
chicanos.

(4) Smaller classes.

() Teachers should live in the com-~
munity wliere they teach.

(6) No more dismissal of teachers who
disagree politically or philosophically with
administrators.

(7) Community schiools mdde available
for community dctivities.

(8) No more students doing janitorial
work. ;

(9) Free speech areas and the right of
students to choose the speakers they have
at their own meetings,

(L0) Self-regulation of dress andgroom-
ing standards.

(11) School facilities available to stu-
dents.

Support

The walkouts will continue until these
demands are met. Severdlgroups aresup-
porting the hich school stndents. The
Brown Berets, o militant Mexican-Ameri-
can group for seli-defense, hus been bru=
tally treated as a scapegoat. They receiv-
ed the brunt of the cops’ clubs and anyone
wearing a heret was urrested, United
Mexican-Amerjcun Students (UMAS), an
organizution of college students, has been
assisting the high school students in their
protest. Chicsno Parents” Councils are
cropping up throughout the East LA, area
to support their sons and daughters.

White SDS hizh school students cdlled
sympathy walkouts 4t Vepiee und Grant
Iigh Schiools, At Hollywood orgamizers
were beaten upn by the foprbull ream Lmder
the divection of the prineipul. At Fairfax

an attempted rally resulted in failure when
the administration piped loud music
throughout the school grounds and held
a ticket raffle where the rally was to take
place.

Board Refuses

The L.A. Board of Education finally met
with 1200 members of the Mexican-Ameri-
can community on March 26, The Board
didn’t move very far towards meeting the
students’ demands. There will be a “‘vol-
untary program’’ for teaching Anglo teach-
ers Spanish. The people want the program
to be compulsory. The Board agreed that
the School will not discipline teachers or
students who participated in the walkouts
prior to March 11, But the Board refused
to act on the demand that police charges
be dropped against the 100 or moré arrest-
ed during the walkouts.

Dissatisfaction with the Board's re-
sponse to community demands wus re-
flected in the mass walkout from the hiear-
ing by all 1200 except for a few dozen,

Meanwhile, students, teachers and com-
munity leaders went into session te map
filrther srategy to win for the East Side
decent schionls, and teachers equipped to
teach in them. Ir is likely that the situation
will remain explogive until the dérmands
are miet,

(compiled from CHICANO 5TU-
DENT NEWS: THE PEOPLES WORLD; and
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 505 REGIONAL
NEWSLETTER.) -«

REQVIRED MoVIE GOING...

See ’rhe new liberal
Bo enng g in ’rhe Film
R

0| T _OF ER acfing as
Joseph McCarTﬁy s
evrand boy-

V\ER/V oAYSO SEC(:

S
> WE SECEDE o,

The word ‘‘secede’’ does not mean slavery, Secession also has a radical tradition in
the South, During the War Between the States, nearly 200 Southern counties refused to
cooperate with the plantation owners in fighting for slavery. The people in Winston
County, Alabama, declared their right to SECEDE from the state of Alabama, and con-
sequently, their young men spent almost the entire Civil War in prison for refusing to serve
in the Confederate Army,

In the past several years, young Southerners have moved from rejection of the racism
of the South to a reluctant but comparative faith in the Federal government a5 the guaran-
tor of the rights of all. WE NO LONGER HAVE THAT FAITHI The oppressive nature of
our country’s business, military, and governmental establishment has made us realize
that we must place our hope for change ultimately in each other, in our own determination
to create a Free South in a Free and Peaceful World.

As young Southerners we hereby SECEDE from:

The War Against the Vietnamese

Racism and Exploitation of the Poor
The Selective Service System

We call for disassociation from the tools that the Federal government is using to
implement its attempts at global domination, especially the draft law and the use of our
universities for military research, investment, and training

By seceding from our country's oppression, both nationally and locally, we reaffirm
our determination to work together to creute & new South, free from racism and ex-
ploitation and a world in which people are free to determine their own destinies,

We ask othér Southerners to join with local activity at your campus or community in
publically expressing the SOUTHERN DAYS OF SECESSION on April 20-30, 1968

We join with the Students for a Democratic Society in this en-day focus of local pro-
test, And we endorse the efforts of the students around the world as they participate in
the International Student Strike called by the Student Mobilization Commitiee for April
26, 1968,

By The Southern Student Organizing
Committee,
Box 1403, Nashville, Tenn, 37212

SOUTHERN
REACTION
T0 ORANGEBURG

A LITTLE

TERRORIST
ACTION

S5AN FRANCISCO -- We don’t know if

they're exactly in theé movement or not,
but somebody’s been hlowing up power
lines in and around Berkeley.

@n March 20 a Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric transmission tower in a lonely part
of Grizzly Peak in Berkeley was blown
up. Dynamite had been taped to three of
the four legs, When the tower tuppled,
power to the University of California and
the Lawrence Radiation Lab was knocked
out for 12 hours,

A month earlier a bomb was thrown
over the fence into a Berkeley subsStation.
No equipment was destroyed., The day
after the tower was destroyed,
tower ‘a mile away was blasted, Only one
leg wus dynamited, so it staved up,

On March 22 the attack shifted o the
Pacific Telephone Company, Two dyni-
mite blasts ripped up three telephone

trunk cables, one underground, two uerial,

in the Berkeley hills. The blasts ¢ut off
all plione service to suburban Walhut
Creek. At the same time a homb threat
by phone caused the shiltting down of the
freeway tunnel between Berkeley-Cakland
and Contra Costa county, the main rraf-
fic route into Walnut Creek.

Deplorahle, of course, resorting to
this kind of dirty pool against two nice
companies like that. We suggest that they
round up 4s suspects anyone that's
a gas,

sotten
electric or phone bhill lately.
<

iGHT! FIGHT

% =r S o asmaporsqan .-c n..-u----.....u

TTING READY

FOR THE

IRING LINE

BY Mike James

108 o o gy
Ifton i0dQ 0, &0
«Studénts for a Demgcfatrc 50:‘:30
1808 W. Madison, Chicago, 1ll.s0¢i2

another

Pemonstrations have heen taking place
all over the solth In protest of the Orange-
burg Massacre. In North Carolina stu=
dents associdated with militant black groups
on the Duke Universiry amd North Caro-
lina College campuses marched on Dirhim
in protest of the killings in Urangeburg,
The protest was part of a statewlde
series of demonstrations thur night in-
cluding 300 in Greenshore, 300 in Char-
lotte, 75 in Raleigh, 30 in Winston-Salem.
and 05 in Chapel Hill

Un February 13 at Berea, Ky, 100
people gathered for a memorial service,
conducted by black students from Bereas
College, in honer of students killed in
Orangeburg., The service included 4 poetry
reading by black poets.

White Alert Teams

At the Nationul Student Association
Conference in Atlanta February 23-25,
students proposed White Alert Teams to
combat police niassacres on campuses,
The students, prompted by speeches mude
by a South Carolina State Professor and
Charlie Webster of AFSC, who were both
present during the massacre, said they
felr they must do something besides send-
ing money or sympathy. The idea pro-
posed is to set up a cenral phone number
to be alerted in the event of trouble on
any campus. From that point, white stu-
dents participating from across the south
could be ngtified. They would o to the
campus snd intérpose themselves hetween
black students and the police, ayards. ete..
since they believe that rucist cops would
be less likely to kill witites than the blagk
students and thar more accurate press
coveridge wonld be available, They do
admit, lowaver, that some white suilents
would probably be killed: Howszver, as
one delegate put it. *“White Sowtherners
hitve to show that they do repudiate
massuere: in the: short range: and the
t sociéty in the long range.!' Sofan
six scliools have slgned up o purtici-
pate, For mure’ informution; Dave Morris,
Milligan College, Tenn.

Compiled from the YORKLIST MALLIENG,
Southern Student (nganizing Committen

rac
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COPS’ FANTASY
LEADS TO DEATH,

Los Angeles — joe Muizlish, Kenneth
Wilkes and Christian Hayden refusedtobe
inducted on Marceh S.

Baltimore, Md. — Bob Libershal re-
fused to be inducted February 28,

... And

Withi
The Army — just in case the books on
staying out of the Army &nd going to Can-

FRAMEUP

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, -- Floyd Rich-
ard, a young black father, has been
Jailed on a charge of inveluntary man-
slaughter in the case of a policeman’s
fata) shootring of a white Vietnam veteran.
0n Dec. 23, about 10 P.M., Richard and a
friend were giving directions to Sp/4
Harry James Smiley, unaware that they
were being observed by two cops from

rick

There are any number of ideas on how the military should be resisted: from outright
non-cooperation to various types of evasion to allowing one's self to be drafted and
then organizing from within, Of significance is the fact that resistance of all kinds is

the: 5an Francisco tactical squad. The
cops, who later said that they thought
the three might be eontemplating anarmed
robbery or a marijusna offense, drove

up #nd stopped themn at gunpoint for
questioning, During the questioning, ac-
cording to Richard's friend, *‘I heard

i shot and the white kid grabbed his
chest and asked the cops why he had
heen shot.”” The two black friends were
handeuffed and arrested, and although both
were released within several days, Rich-

. ard wds still harasged by cops and finally
rearrested, [ie was charged with invol-
untary mdnslavghtér in the Smiley killing,
dand with possession of muarijuane. IlUs
lawyer, Claude 0. Allen of Qakland said,
“It is the worst cuse of a frameup [ have
ever seen,”’

On March 27, a maotion for dismissal
of charges was refused, Smiley’s parents
are sulng the San Francisco police dept.
for $500,000, so it would be advantageous
to the police to try to pin the murder on
Richard instead. The trial was set for
April 11,

20000000000000000000000000000!

NEW CIA
SECRET WEAPON

Just dbout a week following the dis-
patch of s8ix F-111 fighter-bombers to
SE Asia, the militiry admitted cthar the
seconil one had alredady been “‘lost”. The
F-111 is being used in combat for the
first time after being the object of mueh
controversy under the experimentdl desig-
nation of "TEX".

A source close to the administration,
who for obvious reuasons wishes to re-
muin dnonvmous, sdmirted these 'losses™
to be.part of the latest CIA plan to defear
North Vietnum.

‘“The plan'', he
enongh of these planes over enemy ler-
ritory to ensure their being able-to piece
peether at least one relutively undamugéd
plune. Opee they de this it s expected they
will start building them.” The F~111, gen-
erdlly admitted to be quite useless and
extremely expensive (the price probably
running close to 8 [ignres - all wo the
left of the decimal). is expected to con-
pletely destroy North Vietnum's economy
withina year if put Inte production tliere.

confided. *“is t luse

MoVEMENT CARS GET
TENDER
LovInG
CARE

AT
Earls
VOLKSWAGEN

1830 SAN PABLO AVE.
BERKELEY

increasing by all kinds of people, Following are just a few of the recent developments.

From
Without . . .

Essential reading for anyone lidhle ko be
caught in a draft — and lots of other folks
too — dre a couple of hooks which have
come out recently onthe draftand possible
related problems,

HOW TO STAY OUT OF THIE ARMY
(published by Monthy Review Press, 116
West 14th St., New York City at §1.25)
is a shert paperback by Conrad Lynn.
Lynn, a lawyer experienced in draft cases,
has written a general outline of the draft
process and the various types of classi-
fications, deferments and exemptions,
Very inadequate, but might serve to give
those who aren't fairly expert on the sub-
ject some ideas on possible widys to sty
our., After reading it, find a good draft
counselor or lawyer.

Just in case Lynn's book doesn't do the
job, another paperback entitled MANUAL
FOR DRAFT-AGE IMMIGRANTS TO CAN-
ADA has been put together by a fellow
nameof Mark Satin, (Send $1.00 in falrer-

= ing yankee curréncy to Toronto Anti-

Draft Programme, 2279 Yonge Street,
Toronto 12, Untario Canuda) Very good;
informative on such thingg as the new
Canadian immigration law and the pro-
cess of obtaining immigrant status. Also
plenty of information on Canada — the
climate, politics, economy, culture, or-
ganizations which might help you, etc. —
which sounds like a fairly gooed place to
live. But then what's not preferable to the
Army or jail?

Lovisville, Ky. --- Kentucky's owners
have brought out the ultimate wedpon in
their long attempt to get rid of organizers
of the huge numbers of Kentueky puor folks.
Joseph Mulloy, dn organizer for the South-
ern Conference Educational Fund GCEL)
ind ane of 5 SCEF people arrésted on a
chirge of sedirlon last sumuner, was or-
dered to report for induction into the nmili-
tary on February 23, Mulloy had previous-
Iy applied for conscientious obilector stutus
and, though he was supported in hiig ¢laim
by prominent members of the Catholic
Church, was turned down by the draft
Board, This left him 1o vther choice than
to refuse induction, thouch he would hive
been willing to do civilian work had he
heen Liven a [-0 classification.

Mulloy, are 23, hes 'workedagainst war,
poverty, strip mining and racial dis-
crimindtion with SCEF und other orguni-
zations, He was employed with the Appa-
lachian Volunteers: nntil his dismissal as
a result of his decision not to submit to
the draft. Three key members of the Keri-
tucky staff of AV have resigned in protest
of his being fired and 14 of the West Va.
staff demanded he be rehired.

Atlanta, Ga. -- Cleveland sellers, a
SNCC field worker and one of those waund-
ed atthe same pilne South Carolina cops and
National Guard murdered four students at
Qrangeburg Debruary 8, was gonvicted of
draft “‘evasion’’ in a U5, District Court
March 28, The judge cliose to iznore the
fact that black people are unrepresented
an Sellers' South Carolina drafc hoard.
He also saw an irrelevant the fact tha
the board's files listed him as a*
professional agitator," thereby proving a
political as well as raclst motivation for

'sami-

wanting to get rid of Sellers. The case
was limited, then, to whether he actually
refused to report., In actuality, he had
reported bur had not stepped forward when
ordered to during the induction process.

American Civil Liberties Union lawyers
had unsuccessfully contended last year
that Sellers and all other South Carolina
blacks should not be subject toclassifica~
tion and induction until they, are repre-
sented on local and appeal hoards.

The word from Cleve is: ““LET LS RE-
SIST THE MACHINE AND JOIN THE
BLACK LIBERATION ARMY 1111}

Nashville, Tenn. . _—_ o5 March 15,
SNCC Field Secretary Fred Brooks, alse
former director of Nashville's controver -
sial Liberation School, was sentenced to
four years in jail for refusing to be
inducted into the Army.

Brooks pleaded “‘Not Guilty’’ on_ the
grounds that he is d conscientious objec-
tor and opposes the war in Vietnam.

Seattle, Washington —Earnest Dud-
ley was sentenced February 24 to the
maximum of 5 years in prison for refus-
ing induction. His case is now on appeil;
with a defense committee soliciting nation-
al support and publicity. Legal arguments
for the defense all hinge upon the con-
stitutionality of the draft, the war in
Vietnam, and the applicability of the draft
to non-whites (Dudley is Black) in a non-
representative society, If you canhelp with
pubilicity, money, etc., write: Earnest Dud-
ley Defense Committee, P.O, Hox 713, Se-
attle, Washington.

Berkeley, Calif. --A Berkeley student
who turned in his draft card in disgust at
the war last October 16 was reclassified
and ordered to report for induction. Fol-
lowing the order to show up on March 4
in New York, Hule Zukas asked for atrans-
fer of induction proceedings from there
to this ared so that any legal procesdings
arising frem his refusal to report would
be carried out here.

Deapite Zukas' beinz confinmed to a
wheelchuir and having no use of his hands,
local hoard #2 in Bayshore, New York evi-
dently decided that his opposition to the
war muade him quite ellgible us cannon
fodder. He is expecting a new order tore~
port for induction in this area

SO0N.

Columbia University --- \ poll con-
ducted here found 3(F7 of the seniors tohe
opposed to the war to such an extent that
they would refuse military servitude “*at
any cost”’ while it coptinues

Chicugo — In the past two years 059
men have failed to report for induction
here. Most of those resistors come from
Lilack where tle Uraft
comes down the hardest.

neigliborhoods,

San Francisco — The Resistunce -
nounced March 28 at a press conference
here a draft card turn-in set for April 3
in which people in 75-83 cities will
participite,

It was alse announced that Puil Rupert
and Greyg Byers had refused induction in
Quklund the morning of the press con-
ference.

Little Rock, Ark. —Mike Vogler was
arrested March 5 for refusal to reportfor
civilian work.

ada didn't help youthe WallStreet Journal,
now heing opposed to the war, publishedan
article March 20 on how guys in the
Army get out of being sent to Vietnam.

Seems like folks with bad backs, bad
eyes and so on are being sent over any-
wiay so new methods and afflictions are
being fervently sought. Company clerks
at Fort Benning, Ga. say that maybe a
sixth of the college graduate draftees
(who are perhaps miore familiar with the
wedk points in the bureducracy) in their
companies get off even after they have
gotten Vietnam orders, Methods, many
of whiclh show plenty of good old yankee
ingenuity, vary from confusing Army rec-
ords (by applying two or more different
changes of status simaultaneously or evern
having one's self removed completely
from Army records) to huaving one's
spleen removed.

Almost makes one wisl that more folks
were allowing themselves to be drafted
so that their creative talents could real-
ly be challenged.

Fort Ord, Calif. — Two soldiers
here are being investigated with the pos-
sibility of a court martial for allegedly
“‘promoting disloyalty and disaffection
among the troops and civilian populace.’”’
A three year sentence would be possible
as a result of Private Ken Stolte, Jr.
and PFC Daniel Amick having exercised
their rights of frée speech in passing out
a leaflet condemning the war und advoca-
ting the formation of a G.lL. union.

Anti-war sentiment is reported very
high at the base, with anti-war slogans
and symbols replacing some of the more
familiar variety of bathroom graffiti and
troops openly wearing peace buttons while
in uniform.

Fort Sill, Okla. -—- The American
Servicenman's Union and the Committee for
G.I, Rights acquired legal aidfor Corporal
Rodney Oshiro when he wuas charged with
speaking ro an officer with & “‘disrespect-
ful inflection.” Although the cuse was
lost, Gl's are reported impressed by the
efforr with the result of an upsurge of
interest in the union.

Clovis, New Mexico -- Air Force Cap-
taln Duale Noyd was sentenced to a year
in federal prison for refusing to train
pilots to fly jet fighters for the war.

3an Francisco -~ PFC George Davis, 19,
was ‘sentenced Feb. 19 to four years at
hzrd labor for refusing to fight in Viet-
nam.

Washington, D.C.-—- A luck of enthu-
sidsm was evident amnong the men of the
13th Tacticul Fighter Wing over the trans-
fer of Our Teurless Leader's son-in-
law, Parrick Nugent, to flight line duties
vith their unit. The brass assured the
men that the liKelihvod they will scon be
shiipped off to Viemnwm has nothing te do
with Par's presence,

A letter sent dnonymious by one of thé
men 1o the Washington Eyvening Star said,
in part:

“Without unfairly impugning Airman
Nugent's motives, it is not difficuit to
view his newly manifested patriotic zeal
as part of a plan to revive flugging pub-
lic support for the Administration's Viet-
nam policy.

**I.canmot . . .-accept the apparentutili-
zation of our wing 45 4 pawn in a political
chess gume in which the strategist has no
qualms about making any move that will
win.,""
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CIPA IN CHICAGO
ORGANIZING THE MIDDLE CLASS

By Bobbi' Cieciorka

Radicalism is growing in Rogers Park. It is being helped along by an organization
called CIPA (Committee for Independent Political Action). Rogers Park is a middle
class lakeshore neighborhood in Chicago’s 49th ward. CIPA is an experiment in middle
class organizing which has been going on since the fall of 1966, There is a lot for move-
ment people to look at in the CIPA experience, especially in the face of the recurring
question: can middle class people be organized for radical change?

CIPA grew out of a city-wide call for independent political action. It was envisioned
that networks of independent political units —block clubs, area groups, ward organiza-
tions — would be developed all over Chicago. In fact this only happened in the 49th
ward with CIPA, Electoral politics were seen as a good vehicle for organizing since
many middle class people retain faith in the electoral process and can be drawn into
action this way. However, CIPA intended from the beginning to use electoral politics
as an educating tool to build radical consciousness.

Early electoral efforts resulted in a
solid core of workers and a financialbase
in the community but not in widespread
cominunity involvement. There is now a
hard core of perhaps 30 activists and a
larger group of around 150 who partici-
pate occasionally.

Since the early campaigns CIPA has
broadened and deversified its approaches
to the community and has begun to ask a
lot of serious questions about how to
move in a middle class neighborhood, what
they canhope to build, what ‘‘middle class’’
medans,

The Neighborhood

The 49th ward is made up mostly of
East Rogers Park, a fairly stable and de-
fined neighborhood, It also includes part
of Edgewater, a less defined area. CIPA
people call Rogers Park ‘‘middle class”
but 4are quick to point out that this is a
decidedly non-functional definition which
tells little about the real forces, stresses
and potentials of the neighborhood.

Rogers Park is a mostly white neigh-
borhood but has small populations of
several minority groups with recent in-
fluxes as urban renewal disturbs nearby
neighborhoods. It is a well educated neigh~
borhood with many young liberally orien-
ted professionals as well as a large
grouping of older people. (The middle
aged have moved to the suburbs), There
are both white collar and blue collar
workers with a wide range of incomes. It
is predominantly a community of renters
rather than home owners.

All this tells us very little about how
the people who live in Rogers Park think
and feel, or about how politics, especial-
ly radical politics, might fit into their
lives.

How People See Themselves

CIPA people point out one immediate
difference between Rogers Park andpoor-
er neighborhoods: local issues are not
obvious; you don’t have rats and roaches
and garbage on the streets to point to,
Vietnam is a major concern, but people
feel as powerless to effect change there
as they do in their own lives, Many of the
young liberals understand and support
the black liberation movement but, again,
they do not see how it relates to them nor
how they relate to it. Racism wears a
liberal cloak and speaks an enlightened
rhetoric but remains racism. Busing and
open housing are issues on which people
will take strong verbal positions, but no
action.

Many problems are not different from
what an organizer might find in any
neighborhood, However, the veneer of
respectability obscures the discontent of
many of the area's residents more than
would probably be found in a4 poorer
neighborhood. People insist upon viewing
their problems as individual; they cannot
see beyond their own isolation to the
social roots of what troubles them. Ciften
they cun envision no possibility of change,
nor of a happier, more fulfilling life,
When they can glimpse such possibili-
ties, they still carnot see what they as
individuals might do to realize these
possibilities. And always, to deny the
legitimacy of discontent, people talk about
how things aren't so bad and there's a4 lot
of people a lot worse off. As one CIPA
staff worker puts it: ‘“People are still

thinking in terms of society having a
limited amount of resources and they
ought to be damn grateful they’ve got what
they've got and not complain about the
lictle problems in their lives.”” This last
is perhaps a stronger curb to action
here than it might be in a poorer com-
munity where it might be easier to see
through.

Despite the diversity of the community,
CIPA people find some attitudes pervas-
ive:; everyone seems to hate his job, and
everyone understands that he is getting
screwed in the market place.

CIPA’s Role

What then is the role of CIPA, an or-
ganization attempting to buildradical poli-
tical consciousness? The greatest obstacle
to movement might be roughly defined as
lack of vision, an inability to conceive of
alternative ways of life and modes of ac-

though no longer the focus of massive
attention,

Out of the experience has grown a
group of enlightened high school stu-

.dents who can see through the maneuver-

ing of bureaucracy and who are beginning
to work seriously on organizing within
each of the local high schools.

Draft Resistance

Another CIPA related group is the Rog-
ers Park Resistance which does draft
counselling and on December 4 supported
eight young neighborhood men when they
posted a statement of non-cooperation
with the draft on the door of the local
headquarters of the Democratic Party
(‘‘the local representation of the war
effort”’). Two draft cards were slipped
through the mail slot during the dem-
onstration,

The Spark

Then there is the ROGER 5PARK, a bi-
weekly newspaper put out by CIPA since
last December. It includes local news —
often news not covered inother localpress
-- and commentary or national events, both
from aradicalperspective, Ithas a mailing
of 1,000, a happily expanding circulation,
and is well received in the neighborhood,

Anti-war organizing during last sum-
mer included such things as 4 peace fair
aon the lakeshore beach and occasional
evering anti-war film showings on the
beach.

(Phota by Lowen Berniin)

Poison Cookie Hole discussion with Viviap Rothstein about her trip to N. Vietnam.

tion, and hence, an inability to get involv-
ed -- inertia,

CIPA attempts in many ways to jog
people out of their inertia, into a recog-
nition of viable alternatives, into mo-
tion. These attempts take a multitude of
forms.

Poison Cookie Hole

High school kids are an obvious consti-
tuency, more open and flexible than many
other groups. Kids in the local high schools
feel isolated, unable to move with justone
or two friends to back them up. Amy
Kesselman of CIPA got together some
of these students; out of their meetings
developed several underground news-
papers and later a coffee house called the
Poison Cookie Hole, The Cookie Hole
wias created and controlled by the Kids.
Amy was an advisor only, but her CIPA
connection aroused conServative com-
murnity opposition (warping the minds of
our youth).

Seventy kids came on the night the
Cookie Hole opened and saw it closed on
a technicality by the cops., The night it
reopened the area swarmed with cops but
they could find no pretense to close it.
Opposition tactics changed to purting
pressure on the kids; red baiting unithe
one hand, offers of assistance (with
strings) from the mayor's Youth Welfare
Commission on the other. The landlord
repossessed, claiming violurion of lease
and the Cookie Hole wasclosed for a couple
of months. The place is open dgain now.

Women

At one point a group of the women in
CIPA, both organizers and women who
related as wives of men who were uctive,
got together to discuss the special situa-
tions and problems of women in political
organizations. The discussions started
as gripe sessions but soon grew to be
an exploration of themselves and their
personal and political lives, Out of this
they have emerged with new confidence
in their abilities 4s political individuals
as well as new understanding and affec-
tion for each other. They are developinga
program of consumer information inareas
like food, drugs and medical care and are
talking about setting up co-ops t¢ provide
improved services in these areas. A co-
operative nursery school has already been
set up, and there is talk about developing
an agit-prop theater group,

Internal Education

There has also been an internal educa-
tion program wherein people attempted to
break down the liberal American dream
and begin to understand the realities of
this country — that its flaws are not
‘‘mistakes’’ and ‘‘accidents’’ but integral
parts of the system, built into it from the
first. This kind of analysis has helped a
Iot of people who had been becoming dis-
illusioned because of their inability to do
the kinds of things they wanted to do, such
as people with humane impulses who were

unable to really help through their social
service Jobs. Many of the people who came
to CIPA came as liberals, and the tran-
sition to radical perspectives wds samie-
times a long and difficult one, Now how-
ever, the core of CIPA workers are con-
firmed in their radical stance. This is in
part necessitated by the liberalness of the
neighborhood; that which is radical has to
be differentiated continually from that
which is liberal. This solid radicalness
meuns, among other things, that the
candidacies of McCarthy and Kennedy have
in no way changed the attitude of CIPA
people toward establishment politics.
There is no question of working for Ken-
nedy as the lesser of two evils. Even though
the neighborhood will probably go all for
Kennedy if given the chance, CIPA people
would use his candidacy to expose his in-
ability to satisfy people’s real demands,

Square Provo

CIPA continues to work in electoral poli-
tics, but here too there is a strong em-
phasis on prodding people to see alter-
natives. Candidates in the upcoming elec-
tion will use what they call the ‘‘square
provo'’ approach, that is, a simplisticully
straightforward manner of dealing with
community problems, If afactory is pollit-
ting the air, the candidate will climb the
roof and stop up the chimnpey, If kids
need a place to play the candidare will
set up a play lot on the vacant lot down
the street and perhaps bhe arrested, These
actions are abject lessuns that there are
immediate and functional ways of dealing
with problems —after which people cango
on th talk abour why such practical selu-
tions to problems can't hippen within our
current social siructure,

Underlying all these new directions in
which CIPA has branched out is agrowing
awareness of the need to involve peoaple
in real work, as persons, not just as
hudies, the need to see politics as how you
live, not Just who you vote for, Thus d can-
didare, canvassing, will say: ‘‘Yes, I'm
running dand I'd like you tovote for me, but
if you want to do something really useful
for the'community why dun't you get involv-
ed in the resistance or the nursery school
or start talking to the peaple an yolir block
about whatever issue most concerns vou,”

What It All Means

So what is important in the CIPA exper-
ience? People are being radicalized. That
means that they are beginning to see alter-
native modes of action, they are breaking
out of their blinders, beginning to see how
they as individuals can act, Responsibility
is spread over an ever widening group of
people, People respond to the trust placed
in them and become rmore involved, Bonds
between people hecome more important as
well as the senge of political involvement
in and responsibility to the community.
People take their politics into the com-
munity so that the importunce of some-
thing like a PTA meeting is seen in the
political perspective of the whole com-
munity, Certainly CIPA is seen as a real
force with which they must deal by the
liberal establishment in the neighborliood.
People begin to make personal decisions
about what they will do with tleir lives
from a radical and responsible position,
At least one grad student is forefoing
his studies because to continve would
mean leaving and right now he sees his
involvement in the neighborhood as more
important,

It is hard to say where these develop-
ments will lead, what kind of radical
community could conceivibly emerge,
whether a middle class constituency can
be as effectively organized as a poor or
working class one. But whatever happens
in the long rum, it is important that the
ripples spread, that the cireles of under-
standing widen throughout the community,
that people break out 4nd free themselves
for future radical action, From this point
of view UIPA looks like a very goodbegin-
ning. -
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ACTIVISTS KIDNAPPED IN MEXICO — CENTRALISM, OR . ..
CONT'D FROM PG. 9___

be viewed as secondary organizing func-
tions; when condueted in this muanner,
they hecome tactical tools rather than in-
tellecrual seminars und irrelevant dis-
cussions,

The cell structure leads, then, to
three effects: the formation of demo-
cratic clhapter structures with o leader-
ship totally responsive to o constitilency;
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by Harold Jacobs

ford-Bryn Muwr SDS, a newly formed
chapter, organized into a4 cell/work uroup
structure; Swarthimore 5D5 has o much
lovser form of study greup chapter in
operation (in this case integracing cell
and work group functions.) Temple 5DS
has just begun an uttempt to get cells

coing.

On Friday evening, March 8, six Bay Area students and journalists were kidnapped
from the Mexico City airport by alleged Mexican immigration officials as they were
about to check in on a flight to Cuba.

The six, Jack Bloom, Bobbi Ciecierka, Harold Jacobs, Connie Kurz, Stuart McKae,
and Karen Wald, all active in movement organizations, had no difficulty entering Mexico
as tourists, All had valid passports, Mexican tourist yisas, and Cuban visas,

Five of the six had applied for State Department authorization for the trip early in
February. At the time they left the nuthorizations had not come through, although some
of them were led to believe by State Department officials that their request would be

approved

Megico is rthe only Latin American
country maintaining diplomatic relations
with Cuba. In accord with intecnational
agresments between the two countries,
Mexico has thus fur allowed United States
citizens, inchikding thuse withour State De-
partment authorizaton, twtrivel to Cubd
through Mexico. What happened to the six
was a blatant departure from previous
practices

The six were kept prisoners in their
atduetors' ecars for over twenty lours,
divided into two groups and driven from
Mexico City to the burder towns of Rey-
nosia — NecAllen and Matamoros —
Brownsville, where thiey were ordered by
Mexican officials to cross over tothe US,
Al no time ‘was an explanation given to

them, either by their abductors or by Mex-

ican officidls ar tlie border towns, us to
wity they were being forcibly expelled
from Mexico.

Who is Responsible?

There is some evidence, however, that
U.S. authorities hud foréknowledse of the
ineicdent. The group taken to Meallen
contacted: 105, immigration officials in
Browisville in order to link up with their
friends, When the US, autliorities in
Aoownsville were asked whether the Mex-
teans hud informed them thie three North
Americans were beipe rtaken over the
border, LS. immicration officials said
they had NOT been so contacted but houst-
ed that they ““had independent sources of
informuation®’ to expect the group.

Further, & story about the kidnapping
which appeured Iy the SAN FRARCISCD
EXAMINER (3/15/68) cluimed the se-
curity affairs desk in the State Depart-
ment confirmed thot the abduetion ook
place, State Depurtment officiuls were
quutad as saying they were *‘not directly
involved,”" thus leaving open the possihili-
ty they were INDIRECTLY involved. Ac-
cording ro the State Department. Mexico
maintains the six were expelled because
they were lippies and “'hippies ace per-
sohs non=aratiin Mexico,

The ““official”’ explanuton muakes no
sense fur the following reasons: (1) the
gix «re not hippies and do not ek ar act
like hippics; (2) the s bad ho dilliealry
entering Mexico as tourisis: (@) the wnx
were in the progess of LEANVING Mexdon
when abdueted, IE alowed to leave Tar Crl
they woule have heen out of Mexicoin less

than two hours. Instesd, the Mexicans wint
to: the trauble of drivine tham —anu priac-
tically nog-stop, SO0 milewrip —wwthel 5.
horder.

It appe thit batly the 'S, antd Mex-
leun goveriments were dniplicated inthe
kidnuppinz, Inccontrase tothel S;, Mexico
Has friendly relations with Cuba. If the
Mexlean sovernment cooperared  with'the

LS., v was probably Dbecuuse of 1%,

Pressiure,

Cuban Threat

The L .S, doverninent lias souglit to (so-
late Cuba by means of an Ulegal and Im-
moral blockade, The restrictons imposed
on travel to Ciln are a direct extensionof
L5, poliey toward CQuba, The LS, puss-
port, which is suppused to functiontopro-
tect Americans who travel to foreign coun-
tries, is now used us a means of curhing
trivel,

Thie cuse of the six underscores the fuct
that 1.5, citizens cannot travel freely,
withour hardassment or intimidation,
Lo eouptries the U5, govermment defines
a8 out of bBounds to Americans. But what
kind of rhrewr does Americuns rravelling
fredly w Cubu pose for LS, officialdum?
The wrips to Cuba by movement people
seérve to enrich our movement political-

ly. It is often said that rhe movement
knows what it is agdinst bur nor what it
is for, A close look at the Cubah revo-
lution ondoubrtedly will serve to speed up
the process whereby our own movement
comes to define itself positively. Tle
threat that Cuba poses is the threat of
eéxample, the living embodiment of anideal
just, ds the expression goes, 90 miles off
the coast of Florida, It is thus imperatiyve
that the route fo Cuba through Mexico,
presantly the ledst expensive way of going,
be kept open.

The six are filing protests with the
Mexican and LS, zovernments. The six
inténd to resume their wip a8 soon s
possibie, »

Puerto Rico:

ATTACK ON LIBERACION

I'wenty-six persuns were arrested in
Puerto Rico on Fehbruary 28th, when police
raided & communiry meeting held to pro-
test Police persecition of youns members
of LIBERACION who live in Barrio Tortu-
ow, 1 working class neighborhood near Rio
IMiedras,

At 8:00P .M. some 120 rigr police sur-
rolnded the house where tlie meetiny was
e held, Withour showine arrest or
search warrants they hroke nto the louse,
manhiundled around 100 persans knd took 20
to the headgquarters of the Criminal Inves-
tigation Corps.

The dhiject of the drreésts were 13 niem-
bers of LIBERACION who were presenl
4t the meering . LIBERACION. nyouth pro=
ject for Nationdd Liberation. lesun In the
summer of Sl year, inenglyely training
full-time volunteers who Live inboth pural
#nil urhan svorking class comimunfties in
Puerto Rico and plans to begin urganizing
amony Puerto Ricun people mthe ¢hettoes
of the Imited States. They oreganize at
rassrools levelagaingt varions aspects of
the' colanial slwacion with emplasis on
resistance o the draft apd the war in
Vietmnn.

ATMOSPHERE

[hese arrests ook place in an Ltmos-

pligre Of Bysterid on tlie plrt of the mass
media and in the colonial government
SEruetire  over acks of Sabobize agdinst
LS, enterpelses whileh have been oveur-
rinye here and have incressed over the lust
month., In spite of front paeve hystericael
coverage by the press andl police stite-
meyts that che arrests woere reluted u Lie
ages of saborage. onlv eithl peErsons: were
charged, all of thewm with miinor offenses.
WNatlomal ]‘ml\l}p respunse Lo thé  dryests
has Been one of support for LINERACION
and of general anger spainst police hru-
tality dnd of the continied clest —cut vigli-
tions of civil rizhts,

Among the members of EIBERACIKIN
arrasted in the rabd Is Juan M, Rivera
dat present un tridl for resistance o the
draft, This case worether with thatof ejvin
othiers 158 heing used as a rest case wlhich
challenges the leculity of the deafi in
Duerto Ricy. Prominent civil rights law-
vers from HMuerto Rico and thq 1.5, are
urticipating in the defense,

A few days dfter these arrests two
youne men relued to the work of LID-
ERACHIN were: arrested for draft resis-
tance, Mizual Rodrienez andlsrie] Rodri-
glez, part—time volunteérs active Inconi-
munity wrgenizing acainst the deafr. were
arrested by the FBI at the same time that
three nembers of the Moveient Dro-
Independence were arrvested on the same
claree, -

a constituency which is politically sophis-
ticated in both theory and practice: andan
organizational form which can function in
a non=target vacuum and which likewise
provides for the more or less total in-
volvement of clhiapter people in political
strugele on a long-term hasis. Probably
the most important point is the latter:
we need totally invelved political or-
ganizers, not only on campus but in the
community generally.

Praxis Makes Perfect

Limited experience, and .am*'l.iedth-;uri',
siugest the cell structure is best suited
to the needs of chapters on multiversity
campuses. In those monsters it is im-
portant that political and personal Jdetiviey
be centered around the chaprer both for
personal and political survival, A\lso.
new chapters would probably henefit
greatly dnd assure their political 1ie by
forming immedidtely into a cell strug-
ture and thus aveid repeating mistakes
mdde by chapters over the yelrs.

Penn ‘State SDS reorganized dround the
above program two months ago and is
having. pactial buc gowd suceess with the
cell struecture. AMter years of isolation,
new pepple are being ovganized into the
chapter through one-to-one efforts «and
educational programs where people are
contacted, Work groups are functioning,

especially the military R&D research.

eroup, «nd a prograpunatic approedch to
throwing military R&D work off campus
is Tormulating. Most importantly. the
political awareness of the 35-4(membeérs
now permdnently in cells has grown tre-
mendously in two months. On the bad
side, -abour 30 people have drifted in -und
our of cells; this is probably 4 case of
kids belng unsure of themselyes and the
lack of firmly developed cell program.
The procesgs has slowed down recently.
The Central Committes hus not fuic-
rioned 4s well as It could. In redetion Eo
the old leadership, cells elected mostly
new people to the Central Comumitree,
people who are still somewhdt unsure of
themselves and their rele as leadersliip,
Further, some of the old leadership,
especially the kdeglocuss, still persist
in that assumell role; ver the development
of people negates the effurts of theSuper-
imallectuals o dominate,

Sinaller schools, especiallythe Antioch
Reed/Swarthmore kind of school, are
less suited for the cell sipucture on one
level-communi¢dtions on small campuses
are infinively better than ag multiver-
sities — but can.eastly adupt chiaprer fine-

tions into the study wroup approach. Hlaver—

Other Implications

Lsually people who are brought politigdl
awareness initially throusl a confrontation
with the Selective Service System sink
into political inactivity because there is
no orgahization inte which they edan be
integrated which has a total analysis of
Americd; most draft resistance groups
are in fact single issues groups (with
some exceptions like the BDRG and the
Cleveland Draft Resistance llnion). The
milti-group dpproach te drafi resistince
in which DRLI's: and SDS are separdte
can he politically irrelevant; by organiz-
ing druft cuse people into SDS chapters
which dre cell structures we can build
strong on-going political forms rather
than SDS-DRU coalitions of a mited amd
tentipus nature, (This intégration Is espec-
jully useful for rurdl cdampuses where
the metropolitan dynamic is not a Key
factor.) The creation of strong political
aryeanizations and strong politicdl people
is in reality und in the long run the only
vidlle alternative to the druft which is
political.

Eric Manm has been doing some think-
ing dhout a similar structural orginiza-
tion for post-cdllese SPS peaple who hayve
moved on o owork situpticons. The form
Eric envisions, as | understand it, is
one in which teachers, social workers,
professiondls, etc., come together as a
local organizing committee to do political
work in a civen geouraphic area; the
rationile belind his thinking is the sume
is that whicll led to the cell structure
concept: we need permonent. relévant
political orgunizations keyed to the long
ranee strugele which will foeus on polit-
ical work rather thanthe work situation it-
self in daily life. The two forms, then, are
mutually importunt i that they provide
a continuity for political work in which
peeple can come from study o work, from
a campus cell group to a city eell group.

[lad we Lieen orzanized 4lonz continuous
lines: since our beginning we 1may. not
tve lost 100,000 members over the yeurs,
With the political situation in America
todiy we cunnot afford to lose people
ecause we do not treat their needs or-
canizationally. On this peint, u«f ledst,
Mue s relevant to olr movethent: there
cun be no reévelution without a revolu-
tionary oreanization.

The mdst Important point to Stress to
chaprers considering the cell structure is;
experiment. The toral model may not fit
your particular conditions and sholld be
modified to fit locul reality. From the
dynamic of our experimentation comes
olr srowth, That's Prixis.e

radical

TEACHER.

WANTED:

people interested in making a long-term commitment to
community organizing. All types of skills and
abilities are welcome. We have a particularly urgent need
for a PRINTER, an EDITOR, and a NURSERY SCHOOL
(see article describing CIPA activities in
this issue of THE MOVEMENT)
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ANALYSIS OF PEACE AND FREEDOM MOVEMENT

continued

test vote,”” The delegates wanted to or-
ganize and build movement institutions.
The neighborhood groups of 10-30 people
are the institutions worth maintaining and
expanding. Basic decision making power
and all the local organizing efforts flow
from these groups. In some areas, these
local groups are even TOU democratic.
Because local groups are constantly en-
grossed in hammering out the correct
political line and the most democratic
structure for the organization, they often
will not concern themselves with the local
issues that will keep peaple attending
meetings, Paradoxically, PFM's position
on Vietnam or racism is well discussed
and decided democratically, but there
are very few community people attend-
ing meetings to appreciate the resulting
political masterpiece. Too much concern
for democracy and internal problems will
result in a very pure, but very small
PEM. 1 think this trend will reverse now
thit the election campaigns are imminent

Ewven these imperfect local chibs are
tremendolusly valuable in rural areas
wlere there is little or no radical activity
other than PFM, The idea of a third party
devoted to peace galvanized local citizens,
sometimes without even contacting the
central PFM, The Butte County organiza-
tion was startedby a retired man who heard
about PFM over T.V., learned how to be-
come a registrar, and single - handedly
signed-up all of Butte's 100 PFM regis-
trants, Hé was never in contact with the
state oftice until after the registration
drive. In Santa Barbara, the local PFM

group spawned a draft resistance group or-
ganizing college seniors and first year
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graduate students. The draft group is now
independent and FFM has moved on to
other orgzanizing efforts, It is precisely
these small, but hard working organiza-
tions that can help spark radical activity
in wutlying areas,

In theory, these small groups and the
county organizations would not only mike
campaign promises, but would follow them
up with concrete organizing projects. Yet
when the campaigns get underway, there
will be a real tension between purely elec-
toral activity and non-electoral forms of
organizing. Any group has a limited num-
ber of resources -- skilled leadership,
time, money. Faced with a choice of run-
ning a candidate for U.S. Congress or or-
ganizing a military base or high school
around immediate issues, the Congres-
sional race will win, The argument is
sometimes made that by running an elec-
toral campaign and involving high school
students and military personnel, one is
IPSO FACTO organizing them. I would
contend that mobilizing students for pre-
cinct canvassing is much less effective
than organizing them into an anti-draft
union, for example. Some counties re-
alize the difference and are trying to do
both or are forgetting about local elections.
But a majority of counties, certainly the
larger ones, will run almost exclusively
electoral campaigns.

On the other hand, many ‘‘local com-
munity organizing’’ efforts are profound-
ly political. Too often protest amongst
middle-class people means expiation of
moral guilt and nothing else, Some local
Resistance chaprers for instance, eschew
radical politics in favor of the optimum

number of draft card turn-ins. In an ef-
fort to involve as many people as pos-
sible, they emphasize the moral correct-
ness of draft refusal and not fundamental
political opposition to an imperialist war
and draft. Some ‘‘student power’’ fights,
to improve campus parking or dormrules
for example, are reformist in nature.
Local PFM campaigns will force these
groups to face political issues, perhaps
for the first time. A hot debate on the
Kennedy issue, or on support for the NLF
will help immeasurably in radicalizing
some ‘‘local community organizations.’

CONCLUSIONS

1968 is a crucial year in America’s
history. Nixonpronmiises to escalate the
war. Kennedy and McCarthy are trying
to co-op young people and members of mi-
nority groups. There is a very strong
likelihood that even with a viable third
party, the Kennedy forces will absorb
a good number of sincere anti-war ac-
tivists. If any *‘peace'’ candidate should
win the Democratic nomination and oppose
Nixon for the Presidency, there would be
no national Peace and Freedom Party.
The prospects are better in local areas.
In California a moderate Democrat Allan
Cranston may oppose a reactionary Re-
publican Max Rafferty for U.5, Senate, The
PPFM candidate Paul Jacobs could com-
mand a good deal of support from liberals
and left-liberals. He might even take
enough votes away from the Democratic
candidate to give Rafferty a victory.
PFM cannot solve all the problems radi-
cals face in 1968, but it will expose
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thousands of Americans 1o revolutionary
ideas, perhaps for the first time.

At the Richmond Convention, PFM re-
jected dewmnocruacy dand reformism and
yet will retain appeal to the waivering
liheral. The alliance with theBlack Pan-
ther Party presents a difficult job of edu-
cation among the Party’s predominant=
ly white middle class members. Yet it
can be done. Alameda County (Berkeley
and Oakland) is launching a campaign to
elect Huey P, Newton to Congress, This
campaign will force many whites to con-
front their own racism and perhaps over-
come it., There is tentative agreement
with militant Mexican-Americdns which
is a significant addition to the New Left
coalition. Implimentation of support for
Stop the Draft Week and carrying through
on the 18-year-old vote referendum should
attract many young people into the Party,
Finally the Senatorial race should help to
unite the Party behind a radical candidate
who will make the party visible to Cali-
fornia voters,

While the PFM is not a revolutionary
party, it may be laying the groundwork for
one, It has broken with the two-party
system, expressed a hatred for capital-
ism and even a hesitating allegidance will

attempt to attract non-voters as well as

P and F registrants, If the radical senti-
ment expressed in Riclimond prevails,
PEM will use the elections to organize
people into the anti-war and black lib=
eration movements -- not to get & big pro-
test vote,
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(Deeply involved in the upsurge of
Black consciousness, many Black students
have been getting together to demand thut
their schools muke the changes necessary
to serve the students, Many of the issues
arising are of the type which have also
been brought up by white students, such
as the dehumanizing dorm regulations,
repressive and arbitrary administrations
and the whole factory autmosphere of the
college which is meant to turn the student
inte @ machine useful to the corporate
state, This becomes especially distuste-
ful to the Black student when he realizes
that he is being turned out for use by the
white corporite state.

The following is from a. report by
Afriamerican News Service onthe recent
events at [oward University,

During the

past two years, Howard

students have mude request pon request,
demand upon demand to rectify the most
basic problems of curriculiun improve-
ment and academic freefdom. The re-
sponse of the Liniversity lias heen swift
untl repressive dction to silence those
students and faculty who have been singled
out d4s rebels in the university ¢om-
munity. Last’ yeuar scores of students und
faculty were nsked not to return 1o the
Campus,

This pdst moenth, an attempt wis made

muss expulsions of black
radical students, Most of the precipitating
dection centered around Howard's 101st
Chirter Day Celebrativn of March 1. In
eurly Jlanuary or February students had
presented a list of demands to the school
ddministration concerning elimination of

to repeat the

student repression and the establishment
of a black curriculum. They asked thut
dn answer be given by no later than

Churter Day., When the administration re-
fused to reply, 39 students marched on
stuge of Crampton Auditorium in the
middle of Churter Day exercises and de-
manded that their position be given a hear-
ing and a response. The administration
responded by breaking up the Charger Day
Assembly.

Sit-In
OUn March 15th, a disciplinary hearing

letter was sent to approximately 39 stu-
dents who were singled out by the admin-
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and fov wovld peace.

and self-defense,

South.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING ..................... CONTINUED

For that voice and that man arvticulated a dveam,
a vision of Amevica and of the world. His words and
life spoke to that hope which springs in all of us for a
Jull and just solution to Amevican and wovld vacism,

Theve weve disagveements and diffevences as to
how to veach that goal. Non-violence, which Mavtin
Luther King held as a veligious principle, was seen by
many as a tactic — and a tactic that proved insufficient
in the context of a violent and wvacist America.

And yet within the changed context of Black Powev
Martin Luthev King continued to
mount demonstrations, and to speak oul against the
wav, tllustvating the inextvicable connection between
racism at home and the wav in Vietnam. And the new
divections in the black movement weve built upon the
experience and contvibutions of those fivst yeavs in the

The voice is now stilled, but its echo vuns deep.The work
remains. Another wmartyv in the movement has been
added to the list which we all know is far fav too long.
Malcolm X, Ruby Dovis Robinson,
Mavtin Luthev King . . . another man done gone . ..
another of countless black men wmuvdeved in this

The shock was veal. Martin Luther King is dead. But
not dead, we hope, avre the visions of a better time, the
hopes for better relations between men.

Not dead is the dveam. Not dead is the angevr we
all feel that this has happened and happened so many
times befove. The sorvow transformed to dedication,
the dveam, and the angev, must build the jfuture.

-y o - &
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HOWARD”  UNIVERSITY

istration as ‘‘leaders’’ of the student
movement, The students responded to
the letters on the following Monday
by entering the administration building,
along with nearly 200 other students and
staged a sit-in. On Tuesday the sit-in
was repeated, only the numbers had in-
creased to 500, The students spent Tues-
day night inside the administration build-
ing. Wednesday morning, administration
officials were greeted by 2100 students
who refused to let them into the build-
ing.

On that day, the *NEW HOWARD"
University was formed. Students took over
the entire administration building, in-
cluding
mittees headed and staffed by students
were formed to meet all the responsibil-
ities of the student take-over. ‘‘NEW
HOWARD'' had the support of all the pro-
fessional schools of Howard, as well as the
8,750 student body of the Liberal Arts
College, The Law students had formed a
Legal Defense Committee. Two hundred
strong, they had filed suit in the District
Court to keep New Howard opened, and to
declare the injunction issued by the ‘‘form-~
er’’ Howard officials which closed the
school and gave students until 12 mid-
night Thursday to evacuate the campus,
invalid.

The medical students formed a medical
comimitiee to see that NEW HOWARD
students were in good health. In addition
to the support from these two professional
schools the Engineering and Architecture
schoel students built and
campus-wide PA system that sent the word
out all over campug, as well as on the
four floors of the administration building,
Other committees were the food com-
mittee, communicitions committee, the
student marshalls, the janitorial commit-
tee was established to handle the over-
all responsibility for the total activity
of NEW HOWARD, Students from the
Steering Cominittee were ulgo responsible
for conducting negotiations with the Ad-
ministration und the Bosard of Triustees.

Meanwhile, the steering committee had
listed 16 demands, all of which were to
be met Lefare the
Liberated Zones
the adminiseruation,

i

turned the

of the campis back 1o

stidents

the school switchboard. Com-

installed a -

Administration Response

As the NEW HOWARD was getting it-
self -together, so were the Hoard of
Trustees. They met and by Friday de~
cided that (1) they wanted the campus back,
(2) that they were going to get the camipus
back by any means necessary, and (3)
they would try to work out a concession
plan with the students to returnthe campus
peacefully, So they sent their most liberal
members, Kenneth Clark, Percy Julian et
al to work out.an agreement with the stu-
dents. Into the administration building
they came and meet they did with the
steering committee of NEW HOWARD,
The meeting lasted way up into the wee
small hours of Saturday morning, withthe
Board of Trustees skillfully wearing down
the members of the steering committee
until they reached a tentative settlement,
subject to approval of the entire student
body assembled in the halls of the ad-
ministration building. The sixteen de-
mands were whittled down to three con-
cessions, supposedly embodying the sub-

"stance of .the original 16. The conces-

sions included liberalized student rep-
resentation on the discipline committees,
a guarantee that the students would not be
punished for their siege and that the Uni-
versity would be brought up to “‘con-
temporary’’ standards of curriculum (this
the students intepreted as ‘‘black cur-
riculum).

The students brought back the conces-
sion to the entire body after a series of
meetings, all voted to accept the conces-

_sion.. Not everybody was satisfied with

the agreement, and there were pockets
of dissention among the students. How-
ever, there was no organized opposition
to the proposal made by the steering com-
mittee, so their proposal carried. Not
everybody was fooled by the concession,
however, Brother Nathan Hare, a soeci-
ology professor was kicked out of Howard
last year for lis radicalism called the
whole' scene ‘“'Amos & Andy Bullshit''.

As time passed and swtudents reulized
what Had hippened, many were clearly

disappointed at the compromise with the \

board of trustees,

oL comiply. -

Many said they wolld

-\
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TEXAS S0.FIVE

continued from p. 4

around the couniry against black people

‘is political.

The MOVI:MENT: Is there a defense.com-
mittee ?

Floyd: The TSU Five defense fund for the
purpose of publicizing what happened in’
Houston. Now we're also talking about
what happened in Orangeburg because we
know exactly what happened there -- how
many students were murdered and wounded
and who they charged with the whole
deal -- Cleveland Sellers.

TEU and Orangeburg

The MOVEMENT: Would you like to say
a little about the link-up between TSU and
Orangeburg and other bluck campuses?

" Floyd: Well the whole thing as far as

black campuses are concerned is that the
city officials, the local government and
the states are trying to control black
campuses in every state and every city in
the U.S. And the methods that they prac-
tice -= they have people to try to find out
exactly how militant black students are
supposed to be -~ so then they’ll know
how to maneuver on the campus. S50 TSU
was the first - it was a test tube for
police and government trying to take
control of campuses by using fire power,
Grambling was the first used as a test
tube -- and Central State -- to see how
the National Guard could come in and
just arrest people on the campus and
surround the campus. They're making
examples of certain so-called radicals
in order to say if you're now thinking
about becoming a human rights activist
well then this is what’ll happen to you.
You’ll either be murdered or put in jail
on trumped-up charges. And these methods
are being used on all the black campuses
wuch as Central State, Grambling, Ar-
kansas A & M, South Carolina State,
Heward, Tuskegee. And we’ve had some
informationthat they’re planning on break-
ing up the BSU at Hampton Institute.

' Thée MOVEMENT: What's been the re-

sponse to your case by students at TSU?
Floyd: Well they've been trying to or-
ganize around our trial but the admin-
istration is collaborating with the local
and state government. They put out sheets
for freshman entering the college which
list what you can and can’t do, who you
can talk to, how long you can say out, and
when you can't stay out, Its actually
been incarceration or a concentration
camp but you know, you can't see it
but its there,

The MOVEMENT: Are the black univer-
sity administrators co-operating with
white local governments to control the
campuses?

Floyd: Definitely, The black administra-
tion with the white - masters are col-
laborating with the city and local and
state governments, The administration
lets all the police and national guard
come on the campus. They don’t tell
them they can't come on the campus.
The MOVEMENT: Are the students or--

e ————————

The Movement is setting
up a photo co-op, we des-
perately need darkroom
equipment, etc, Send any-
thing, it will be “put to
good use,

All in the March-April
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ganizing anyway on allthe black campuses?
Floyd: Well, they’re trying, but a lot

of them have been scared into organizing

a Book of the Month Club. See they won't
let us on to organize. They can keep us
down like they want to keep us down.

The MOVEMENT: What is happening along
thse lines at TSU itself?

Floyd: Well the people are willing to

support us, but due to the atmosphere
that was created -- what they can do and
what they con't do -- see they’re under

a hammer that they’ll be thrown out of
school if they protest on campus or off
campus. They’re taking a hell of a chance
if they protest on or off campus regarding
our trial, Some are planning to take that
chance when the trial comes up. So they
haven’t actually stopped the students, but
they’re trying the best they can. They’re
kicking some out every semester, then
they let them come back in and kick them
out again.

Publicity

The MOVEMENT: You have been travelling
around the country now trying to get
publicity and funds for the case.

Floyd: We need the money for publicity so
the legal defence can be made into a
political defense. ]

The MOVEMENT: What sort of response
have you gotten around the country?
Floyd: On the East Coast and the South
and in Texas, pretty good. The West

“Coarst is slow, but its coming.

The MOVEMENT: Who have you been
to around the country? Black
and white students?

Floyd: Yes. :

The MOVEMENT: Wht's been the re-
sponse from white students?

Floyd: Very, very good.

The MOVEMENT: What sort.cf support
are you asking for?

Floyd: Number one is organize arounc
trumpedrup charges for blacks -- be-
cause we receive most ‘of the trumped-
up charges -- and also for whites who are
having trumped-up charges put on them
We want to organize a national legal de-
fense fund. And also we’d like organiza-
tions and churches and everybody to
write letters to the Mayor, City Hall,
900 Brazos Street, Houston, Texas. Also
to the city councilmen at the same ad-
dress. Also to Herman Short, Chief of
Police, City Jail, Reasoner Street. Funds
can be sent to the TSU Five Defense
Fund, Box 21085, Houston, Texas 77026.

L
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Well, all that remains now is for God
to declare Himself a candidate for the
Democratic Presidential nomination. But
maybe it won't be necessary, His son has
already entered the race and we, the youth
of America, are supposed to stop what-
ever it is we’'ve been doing and follow in
his path with loud Hosannas, If I were to
follow in his path, you can be sure that I
would have a silencer on my Hosanna.
But that is neither here nor there,

What does matter is that Bobby Kennedy
has found it politically expedient to run
for the Presidential nomination, And it
is strange to see what short memories
people have. In the 1964 election, every-
one was stampeded into voting for John-
son, because Goldwater was so bad, No one
could think of anything good to say about
Johnson then, but everyone rationalized
it by saying, ‘‘Well, you don’t want Gold-
water, do you?’ Now, four years later,
the stampede is onto de-throne Lyndon and
replace him with McCarthy or Kennedy.
Once again people are concerning them-
selves with the ‘lesser of two evils’
rather than fighting all evils,

Many feel that the New Left is indanger
of being coopted by Bobby. If it is, it
would indicate where the New Left was
all the time. If it has not moved beyond
a point where it would not be vulnerable
to a Kennedy candidacy, then the rhetoric
of the New Left represents the thinking
of a few and not that of a sizeable con~
stituency which is committed to fighting
the good fight agdinst the system.

The real danger to the New Left comes,
however, not from Prince Charming as
much as it comes from the monomania
that is developing around Chicago. Since

Tlast f:lll everyone “everyone has been talking about
going to Chicago for the Democratic
Convention. Plans are being made for
massive demonstrations there and yet,
there seems to have been very little
questioning done as to whether it is even
the best tactic to go to Chicago.

There is no doubt that there should be
demonstratons of some nature at the
Convention this summer, What there is
doubt about is the size and scope of those
demonstrations, Already Mayor Daly and
the Chicago police have made it clear that
they are going to have a good time busting
heads come August. The press has made
it clear that the National Guard and local
police have been getting training in crowd
control all winter., And everybody on the
Left is almost super-cool about the fact
that there is going to be blood shed in
Chicago and most of it won’t be the
blood of cops. Yet, everybody’'s talking
about and planning for Chicago.

One would think that come August every
city in the country is going to disap-
pear and Chicago will be the only place
left to go. 1 doubt it. People talk a lot
about local organizing, etc., but somehow
in the face of Chicago, the mass demon-
stration mentality takes over. That men-
tality says that the bigger a demonstra-
tion, the better. The more people you
have, the better. This is the bigger the
penis, the better the screw ideology and
it is obvious that it is not how well-
endowed you may be that counts, but how
well you use that with which you've been
endowed.

What would a massive demonstration
at Chicago prove that a series of demon-
strations in every city of any size in the

'/ o "’v‘ >da

country wouldn’'t prove better? And not
a week of demonstrations in August, but
sustained demonstrations starting now and
continuing until,

The Chicago demonstration is going to
be aimed at disrupting the Convention.
Well, the MFDP did that in 1964 with a
couple of hundred people. To disrupt
the Convention is nothing compared to
disrupting America. We all know, too,
that somebody is going to be nominated
at that convention, whether it is disrupted
or not. The Democratic Party is going to
run a candidate even if they have to have
the Convention at the LB]J ranch. There-
fore, the point of any demonstration is to
communicate a militant opposition to the
war and hopefully, win a few more people
to that position. Making all plans to do
this at Chicago (via ABC,NBC, & CBS)may
be a fatal mistake, Everybody on the Left
admires the Vietcong, but few seem to
realize that some of their tactics can be
applied here.

Let Chicago be Khesahn. Mass troops
around Chicago, but let the question be
raised in the enemv’s mind that Chicago
may not be the target. Maybe the week
of the Convention is the week to take a
White House tour and instead of touring,
take over the White House. Maybe that's
the week to take over the Democratic
City Halls and Governor's offices around
the country. Of course, these would be
temporary take-overs, but what better
way to let the world know that the country
really is falling apart.

Too, this might be the time to open up
new fronts. After all, the fact that this
country is waging a war in Vietnam is only
part of the story, That war stems from
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an ideology that is anti-human. One front
that is expected to explode this summer
is the ghetto, While it would not be ad-
visable for white radicals to venture into
an exploding ghetto, that is no reason why
the middle-class ghettos couldn’r have
their own kinds of explosions. It's time
people really started raising hell about
the higher prices being created hecause
of the war. It's time people started going
into supermarkets and shopping free, bhe-
cause they've paid for all the food a
hundred times over. It’s time you drove
off from the gas station pump, smiling
and not paying.

Everyone’s expecting a showdown at
Chicago and if Lyndon Johnson can ef-
fectively see that Chicago is kept under
control, you better believe that it will be
a big enough victory to insure him of being
re-elected, Everybody is going to Chicago
for a confrontation, but is the New [eft
prepared for the confrontation? Prepared
to WIN the confrontation? It just seems
that everybody is prepared to confront
and go to the hospital, That's all well and
good, but it ain't necessarily political.
The easiest thing in the world is getting
beat up, sent to the hospital and jail.

There are viable alternatives to
Chicago. These should be explored seri-
ously. They might prove to he more ef-
fective, particularly if they can be tied
in with local organizing projects and other
issues besides Vietnam. It's not the war
in Vietnam we should be trying to stop.
It's an ideology and a system. Pedce will
not come with the cessution of the war in
Vietnam, Peace will come from therevolu-
tion. -

TOWARD

By Dave George

The high cost and uncertain quality of
prescription drugs is not the most seri-
ous part of America’s health care prob-
lem, but it is one many people want to
do something about. This problem isn’t
as appalling in its size and its human
consequences as the problem of general
health care in the ghettoes and low income
areas, but its solution does seem to be
within the reach of ordinary people. A
co-op drug plan is a base from which
to build more extensive cominunity con-
trolled health services such as coopera-
tive group medical plans,

The recent -- and almost forgotten --
Coengressional hearings on drug prices
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CONSUMER DRUG CONTROL

did nothing for the consumer. Sporadic
publicity, price exposes and protest
demonstrations will not insure permanent
changes. Neither Petty Furnessnor LB]’s
new consumers commission will ade-
quately protect our interests. Only con-
sumer controlled organizations will deal
successfully with consumer exploitation.

TRADE NAMES AND LARGE
INVENTURIES

Any program aimed at retail drug-
stores only cannot win great savings, Be-
cause of the large number of drugs on the
market about 19,000 (many are gener-
ically the same), and because physicians
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rely on different drugs, pharmacies have
large inventories, slow turnover, and &
high markup. Besides, many physxc1ana
prescribe high-priced trade name drugs
instead of lower priced equivalent quality
drugs, simply because they have no in-
formation about drug prices and quality
except the propaganda from the compuny
salesmen,

Consumers could start their own coop
drugstore. But besides the praobilem of the
large financial investment to ¢et started,
it would have to compete with other stores
with 1o particular economic advantage. To
win savings, a consumers’ group could
support efforts to reform the prescrip-
tion drug laws which now serve the in-
terests of the druye corpurations, This
should be part of a lung range effort but
more immediiate consumer \‘.).ll[ ols are
passible. Consumers can get reul savings
on prescriptions only if lrn-:-‘:ture:- - like
supermarkets - can keep a fairly small
inventory moving quickly and if the lower
priced generic equivalent drugs can be
purchased,

THE FORMULARY - A LIST OF
HIGH QUALITY AND LOW COST DRIIGS

There is a way that a local group of
consumers ¢in cope with the prablem of
too many drugs and too-costly nutne brand

drugs. Consumers can encourage their
dogtors o prescribe, whenever pussible,
from a4 formulary -- a relatively small
list of drugs that offer the best combin=
ation of hizh quality and loew cost. This

is the practice of muny clinles dnd union
health cetniters where tlie patient can save
by filling his prescription at the pharmeacy
in the heaslth center. A consumers or-
gunization with the cooperation of local
doctors on a formulary provides a favor-
dable negotidting position with the neigh
borhood pharmacist. The Urug coop can
then negotiate for lower retiil prices in
return for their patronage and the op-
portunity for the dx..|_5-__|'=t to cut costs
with less inventory.

This is the plan that a group of people
in the Hyde Park - Kenwood area of

Chicago have worked out 45 a result of
several months consideration of the con-
sumer’'s prescription drig Froblrm, This
project started from a picket and boycott
of a corner drugstore after a consumer
had checked around on the price because
he felt his original quotation of §9.50
was too high. This incident was followed
up by a survey of 17 drugstores in the
area, It was found that pricesrangedirom
$1 to $9 on the same prescription of
penicillin G and that black peopls were
quoted higher prices in several stores
than white people. Following the enthusi-
astic response to & ;ml-lzc foruim, the
grolip is organizing people into member-
ship in the drug coop. -

ONE DOWN

Continved

‘\"h{) want to see the war ended and so
2 casting their votes for Bobby and Gane
.‘.,1 ntinte tw emphasize the fundamentil

samenc
don Jol
our he

of Kennedy, MeCarthy and Lyn~-
1. Just as LB] has beeno
organizers in the pust,
will serve that sime function inthe futire,
We shoiild not : houldremen-
ber that we huild our moves
ment while Bobby's ulder
sident. Our task remair
We must cont
gyes to itself,
“liey, hey LI
Kill today?, to <

brother wis
sentiully

o gpen

We st moye
from
did YOL
condemnation of the sysrer
is only a figurehead, We miu
well as mobilize,

In the building of our own. or

b egducate as

THZationss
dand institutions, in our dly te day lives,
we- must present a real ult::ultlu a
positive alternative. We must build a
movement that ¢an say not only what it is
against, but what it is for; a tnovement
that beyvnd saying what it is for, can be-
gin to build institutions that demonstrate
these ideds and organizations that will
fight for them.
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